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SECTION I. 

OFFICIAL REPORT 

OF THE THIETEENTH NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
THE EVANGELICAL FEEE CHUBCHES. 



MONDAY, MARGE 2, 1908. 

MAYOR'S RECEPTION. 

The members of the Council, together with their hosts and 
hostesses, were hospitably entertained at a reception in the 
Municipal Buildings, provided by the Mayor and Mayoress 
(Councillor J. E. Willett, J.P., and Miss Willett). 

TUESDAY. 



MORNING SESSION. 

The Council assembled at 9 a.m. in the Albert Hall. The 
devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. D. L. Ritchie. 
Dr. J. Rendel Harris, the retiring President, deli^red the 
Opening Address. 

RETIRING PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 

By Dr. J. Rbndbl Harris. 

My dear Friends, — The piece of work which you assigned 
to me at Leeds last year has now been finished, and the time is 
come when you must welcome the coming and speed the parting 
guest. Our brethren have helped me magnificently throughout 
the year, and have filled up that which was lacking in my 
service at all points. In your name I wish to thank them 
all, and especially my good friend Mr. Meyer, for standing 
by me — ^and (shall I include the detail ?) preaching for me. 
Even now I am weak on this point. It is my turn to preach 
an official sermon, but I do not think I will do it, for it is one 
of my private heresies with regard to these meetings that we 
have too many sermons, and that the programme might, with 
advantage, be less stereotyped ; so, in order to make my 
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criticism practical, I have decided to make my own farewell 
address to you as inf ormial as possible, and not even to select 
a text and subdivide it scientifically. But I want to go one 
step further, and not merely abandon the set sermon, but 
also resign the privilege which I might have enjoyed of 
reviewing my own administration. It would hardly be 
possible to limit such a review to mere retrospect, and I am 
well aware that the privilege of prospect belongs to the newly 
appointed President, whose view I do not wish to obstruct 
nor to sit down in his sunshine. May he have a Pisgah 
sight of Palestine, and be able to discourse to us effectively 
and hopefully of the coming good, which must surely be 
ours if we are found faithful 1 So I will only make two 
remarks with regard to the work of the past year — the hardest 
year of my life, perhaps, as far as work is concerned, and in 
many ways one of the most delightful. 

The first thing I want to do is to raise my Ebenezer and say, 
" Hither by Thy help I am come." Indeed, on looking over my 
shoulder, I see a long row of Ebenezers, almost enough to build 
a small temple with, or at least a very acceptable side-chapel 
in a larger building. When I began the work it was with 
a sense of failing health which made it doubtful if I could 
carry the service through to which you had invited me ; and 
whatever has been done has had its benevolent endowment 
of difficulty attached to it, even on the physical plane. But 
it pays, as you will see, to put a sick man in the fighting line. 
He is all the better for wanting to live and for being obliged to. 
So much for myself and for my poor brother, the ass ! 

The next thing that I want you to reflect on, with regard to 
the past year's work, is that we broke fresh groimd, and broke 
it very successfully, in the Summer School which we held at 
Cambridge. If this Stmimer School had ended with itself, and 
been a mere incident congenial to the year of office of one who 
had often helped to engineer the machinery for such gatherings, 
it would have been outside my thought to allude to it. But it 
is in all probability the first of a line of such gatherings, which 
may mean a great accession of spiritual and intellectual strength 
to our Churches, if they are organised wisely, on the highest 
plane, and with the co-operation of the leaders in thought and 
in spiritual life. And what I want to ask you is that, through 
your representatives, you will endeavour to make this new 
feature of our common work a permanence, so that our people 
may not be limited to such imperfect and distorted views of 
religious progress as can be gathered up from the Bensational 
Press, and that we may also be able, by actual conference, 
to know where we stand in regard to the newest discoveries 
of history, criticism, and psychology, and obtain some com- 
munity of judgment as to the unshakable things which always 
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emerge from each successive earthquake which the Lord permits 
to pass over His world and His Church. 

That is all that I wish to say that may be regarded as 
directly or indirectly personal. I want to publicly express 
my gratitude to our great Helper, and I want you, if possible, 
to organise another Summer School in the not very distant 
future. 

And now let us come to the matters upon which I wish 
to address you for a few moments. 

It will be within the observation of all of you who occupy 
yourselves with the progress of the world's knowledge, either 
in the world of matter or the world of spirit (worlds which are 
supposed to be more nearly contiguous to-day than they were 
reckoned in the old time), that there is a renewed expecta- 
tion of positive results among those who are most at the 
front in their special subjects. It is one of those peculiar 
periods when we stand on tiptoe, because of things that are 
. felt to be approaching the field of vision and are making them- 
selves at home within our horizon. It would be out of my 
province to discuss whether Sir Oliver Lodge is right in saying 
that in the explorations of the spiritual world we are engaged 
in the excavation of a tunnel, and have reached the point where 
we begin to hear the pickaxes of the excavators at the other 
side of the tunnel. I hope it may be so, of course, for I 
have a large circle of acquaintances at the bright end of the 
tunnel and on the sunny side of the mountain, and I should 
be glad to be in closer touch with them. But if we may not 
speak positively or with great expectation as to the immediate 
or impending results of psychical research, there can be no 
doubt that in the region of archeology we are on the verge 
of epoch-making discoveries. Religiously, we are standing 
on tiptoe. Every theory which has been held with regard 
to the origin of man or the development of the Church is 
going to be challenged to make itself square with acquisitions 
of knowledge which will be the common property of the most 
old-fashioned believers and the most aggressive of the higher 
critics. And it is this sense that we are going to know the 
answers to some important questions which ought to make 
us confident and calm, and careful in our inductions as well as 
restrained in our guesses. 

Now I am not going to review, on a wide scale, the expecta- 
tions which may reasonably be cherished with regard to recent 
phenomenal increase of historical material — such, for instance, 
as results from the discoveries of Hittite monuments and 
documents at Boghaz-Eeui, or is likely to be the outcome 
of the excavations which are going on in the Tigris Valley, 
and which will go on over a host of sites, such as Carchemish, 
Kadesh on the Orontes, Hamath, Samaria, or Hebron, when the 
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Turkish power finally totters to its well-earned doom. No 
doubt we are near the point of the decipherment of the Hittite 
language ; in a year or two they will be teaching it in the Board 
Schools ; a few years later it will find its way into our great 
Universities, which have hitherto persistently stood out of the 
line of Oriental discovery, and left such matters, with rare 
exceptions, to the museums and to the cranks, and to special 
societies for the development of Eastern explorations. I do not, 
however, anticipate that the Free Churches are going to be 
much affected by the decipherment of the Hittite language. 
If there is an upheaval coming from that side of our ignor- 
ance, it is not likely to shake down anything that we especially 
hold dear. It is quite possible that the net result of Winckler's 
discoveries at the great Hittite centre of Boghaz-Keui, so far as 
our Bibles are concerned, may be limited to a few place-names 
and a few historical dates. It is not necessary that our long- 
lost brother, the Hittite, should stray into the theological 
school, or upset the mission meeting, and have to be apologised 
for by Dr. Horton or explained away by Mr. Brierley. But 
there are other directions in which we shall presently be 
replacing conjectures on the one hand and traditions on the 
other, by hard facts in the region of archeology. Both the 
Old Testament and the New will have, each of them, an added 
volume, named the Results of Exploration, and the new 
volume will not only be bound up with the Pentateuch and with 
the Gospel of Luke, but it will be issued as a supplement to 
Wellhausen's " Prolegomena to the History of Israel," and to 
every critical edition of the Life of Christ. Let me give you 
three instances of what I mean. 

1. It has fallen to my lot, and I hope to my delight as well as to 
my duty, to lecture several times to our Federated Councils on the 
question of the date of the birth of Christ. In connection with 
that inquiry I drew attention to a recently published papyrus, 
from the British Museum, which was of historical importance 
in two directions, because it had a bearing upon the date of the 
imperial census which took place at the birth of Christ, and 
upon the statement which is made in the Gospel of Luke that 
all the inhabitants of Palestine were ordered to go for enrol- 
ment under the census, to their own cities. It has for some 
time been known amongst scholars that the famous world 
census of Augustus, so long doubted and so much disputed 
over, has passed out of the region of speculation into the 
domain of history. There were enough census papers actually 
recovered to make it reasonably certain that the census of Luke 
was one of a long series of suoh censuses, occurring at intervals 
of fourteen years ; and it follows that if the birth of Christ is 
placed on a correct historical background by Luke, only two 
dates are opeij, one p.c. 8-7 and the other A.p. 6-7, of which 
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the latter seems to be excluded by the statement that the bhrth 
of Christ took place in the reign of Herod. Now the most 
recent discovery to which I allude is a secretary's copy of 
a regulation for the taking of a census in the year A.D. 104, 
accompanied by directions for the return of every person 
included under the census to his own district. The date 
of the document is one more proof, if proof were needed, 
that the fourteen-year cycle is the correct period of the 
census, and the directions for taking it show that Luke, at 
all events, was familiar enough with the political government 
of his time to make a correct historical background for his story. 
Strauss held the opposite view of Luke's capacity, but Strauss 
sometimes turns out wrong I So far we have reached a very 
interesting situation ; and now, as I said, we begin to stand on 
tiptoe. As Dr. Moulton remarked when he first drew attention 
to the document in question, the next thing we shall be finding 
is a census paper of the year of the Nativity. Not only so, but 
we may at any moment find a paper or an inscription which 
will tell us whether Quirinius was really Governor of Syria 
Bt the year B.C. 7. Our communications with the other world 
{in spite of Sir Oliver Lodge's optimism) are not yet so well 
established that we can question St. Luke directly or set him 
to unearth the evidence ; but we may reasonably expect to find 
the missing evidence presently for ourselves, which is, after all, 
quite as satisfactory a method. That is why we are standing on 
tiptoe. We know it is coming, and we should like to be the 
first to see it, whether we have, in consequence, to cover our 
own retreat or merely to watch other people engaged in 
explaining away what they may have said on the subject. 

2. The next point to which I want to draw your attention for 
a few moments relates to a fragment of a Oospel which has 
recently been published by Dr. Grenf ell and Dr. Hunt from their 
wonderful finds at Oxyrhyncus. You have seen the account 
of this discovery in the newspapers and religious magazines. 

For the sake of clearness I will recall the text of the broken 
fragment of Gospel to your remembrance. 

The scene is laid in one of the courts of the Temple at 
Jerusalem, and our Lord and His disciples are being challenged 
by one of the priests for having ventured within the sacred 
area without having performed the proper ceremonial ablutions. 
Jesus justifies Himself and them by an eloquent vindication of 
inward purity over exterior purifications. The fragment runs 
as follows (omitting some introductory broken sentences) : — 

"And He took them and brought them to the very place of 
purification, and was walking in the Temple. And a certain 
Pharisee, whose name was Levi, met them and said to the 
saviour, 'Who gave Thee leave to walk in this place of 
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purification and to see these holy vessels, when Thou hast 
not washed nor yet have Thy disciples bathed their feet ? 
But defiled Thou hast walked in this Temple, which is a pure 
place, wherein no other man walks except he has washed 
himself, and changed his garments, neither does he venture 
to see these holy vessels/ And the Saviour straightway stood 
still with His disciples and answered him, * Art thou then, 
being here in the Temple, clean ? ' He saith unto Him, ' I 
am clean ; for I washed in the Pool of David, and having 
descended by one staircase, I ascended by another, and I put 
on clean and white garments, and then I came and looked 
upon these holy vessels,' The Saviour answered and said 
unto him, ' Woe ye blind, who see not. Thou hast washed 
in these running waters wherein dogs and swine have been 
cast night and day, and hast cleansed and wiped the outside 
skin, which also the harlots and flute-girls anoint and wash 
and wipe and beautify for the lust of men ; but within they 
are full of scorpions and all wickedness. But I and My 
disciples, who thou sayest have not bathed, have been dipped 
in the waters of eternal life which come [from the throne 
of God?].'" 

The editors of this remarkable story have come to the con- 
clusion, after long deliberation, that the account cannot be 
regarded as historical, and that the story belongs to the class 
of secondary or apocryphal Gospels, although it may be as 
early as the second century. They point to the use of the 
term " the Saviour " for our Lord ; to the difficulty of making 
the story agree with what we know of the structure and 
furniture of the ancient Temple, and to the use which seems 
to be made in the fragment of passages from our existing 
Gospels. The topography seems wrong ; the Pool of David, 
for example, is an unknown feature of the map of Jerusalem, 
and there are some other similar matters. In consequence of 
these objections their view of the secondary character of the 
Gospel appears to be widely and almost universally accepted. 
It should, however, be noticed that there are features in the 
description which are undoubtedly correct, and which could 
not have been arrived at from the study of the Canonical 
Scriptures. The editors themselves point out that the priests 
in the Temple did take a daily bath and put on white raiment ; 
so much can be deduced from the Talmud. But they do not 
seem to have sufficiently considered the question as to the 
place of the ablution. May not the Pool of David be what 
we know as the Pool of Siloam ? There are traces of the use 
of the water of this pool in ritual observances, as in the 
pouring of a libation at the Feast of Tabernacles, and it is 
interesting to remark that the excavations conducted by my 
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friend Dr. Bliss at the pool in question brought to light one 
great staircase from the Temple to the pool, and raised 
suspicion of a second. More remarkable still, the excavations 
disclosed the remains of a bath-house at the end of the pool, 
which proves conclusively that the water was used for bathing, 
whether it was clean or not. Dog or no dog, swine or no 
swine, people used to bathe there. If we can establish the 
two staircases and the bathing place we shall have gone far 
to justify the topography ^and the ritual described in the 
fragment. And as to its .antiquity, it is sufficient to remark 
that the language of our Lord almost lends itself to the 
Adoptionist heresy when he says " J and My disciples have 
been dipped," &c. ; such expressions are hardly likely to be 
of late date. So I should ask for a little more study before 
condemning the fragment as apocryphal. But whether it is 
apocryphal or not, it is clear that we are again on tiptoe. 
We may find some more of this very Gospel, or of another 
of equal date ; and then we shall be on our way to write a 
Life of Christ from new materials, and without the subtleties 
that attach themselves to the over-elaboration of our present 
insufficient material. It is dangerous to prophesy when we 
are standing on tiptoe; but I think that experience suggests 
that we are not going to discover by our excavations an eccle- 
siastical Christ; no trace of an externally sacerdotal Saviour 
has yet been found. But we may be very near to fresh traces 
of the real Christ, whom the sacerdotalists succeeded in 
annexing, no doubt much against His will. 

3. But now I come to my third discovery, which bears 
on the criticism of the Old Testament rather than of the 
New, and has the advantage of being undoubted history 
without a suspicion of apocrypha. I refer to the remarkable 
discovery of early Aramaic papyri on the Nile at Assuan. I 
must not attempt to describe these papyri in detail ; the main 
facts, however, of the discovery are as follows : — 

On the island of Elephantine, opposite Assuan, at the first 
cataract of the Nile, there was a Jewish colony, calling them- 
selves, in their documents, sometimes Jews and sometimes 
by the wider name of Aramaeans, which belongs to the Semitic 
populations in Upper Mesopotamia and to the west of the 
river Euphrates. They were evidently prosperous — apparently 
expert in the accumulation of wealth by lending money at 
1%\ per cent., for example. The documents, which tell us 
of their life and its legal contracts and obligations, are, happily, 
almost every one, dated according to the years of tiie kings 
of Persia, and they cover a period from B.C. 471, the time 
of Xerxes, nine years after the Battle of Salamis, as Professor 
Sayce remarks, down to the time of Artaxerxes the Second 
(404-359 B.O.). 
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From the documents we get the surprising information that 
they existed not merely as a Jewish trading colony, but that 
they had been settled in the island of Elephantine and the 
neighbouring city of Syene (Assouan) for a long period, and 
had a national temple and ritual established in their midst. 

Part of the correspondence which has come to light relates 
to this temple, which had been destroyed in the year 410 B.C. 
by an Egyptian band of rioters, operating with the connivance 
of the Persian Governor, whose name is Widrang. 

It must have been a fine temple, to judge from the 
description. It had a cedar roof, and cedars do not grow in 
Egypt. The cedar was imported. It had vessels of gold and 
silver, like the Temple at Jerusalem. The letters that have 
come to light contain an appeal against this violence to the 
Persian Governor of Judah, whose name is Bagohi (the Bagoas 
or Bagoses of Josephus), and a petition that the temple may 
be rebuilt, first because it had been standing for one hundred 
and twenty years, before Egypt had been subjugated by 
Cambyses, say as early as 525 B.C. ; and second, bemuse the 
petitioners will, if the temple be restored, pray for the 
prosperity of the Governor and find him a very large backsheesh 
to go with the prayers. We further gather that, although the 
Jewish colony had a temple of their own, where they offered 
sacrifices, they were not as self-contained nor as bigoted as the 
Jews of Palestine, either in that day or later, as in the time 
of Christ. They mix freely with Persians, Babylonians, and 
^^yptians. One of the leading characters in a series of legal 
contracts and transfers of land and houses is a Jewess, who takes 
the oath in the court of law, sometimes by her own national 
deity and sometimes by the Egyptian goddess of the city. She 
has no fear of pronouncing the incommunicable Name, and the 
critics must forgive her for not saying Jahveh ; she said Jahu, 
and swore sometimes by Jahu and sometimes by Sati. It 
certainly is strange to find ourselves face to face with a people 
who were contemporary with Nehemiah, and who did not 
know (or at all events did not regard) the Deuteronomic rule 
against the offering of sacrifice in other places than Jerusalem, 
and who had not yet learnt that the name of GU)d was not 
to be pronounced. Here, then, we are faced with the questions 
raised by the so-called higher critics as to the date and 
prevalence of the Deuteronomic legislation : did these Jews 
of Elephantine not know, or did they merely ignore and neglect, 
the laws of the Pentateuch ? Are we earlier in time than 
the fixing of the Jewish idea of worship to one holy place, 
or is it simply that the Jews of Syene are heretics ? 

Then there is another surprising feature of the correspondence 
concerning the burnt and plundered temple at Elephantine. 
The Jews who are seeking reparation write not only to the 
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Persian Governor at Jerusalem, but to the High Priest Johanan 
and the nobles, and also to the sons of Sanballat, the Oovemor 
of Samaria. It is true that they complain that Johanan, the 
High Priest, does not pay any attention to them, but the Sama- 
ritan Governors treat them in a very friendly way and inter- 
cede for them, just as if Jews had dealings with Samaritans and 
as if the hostility between the returned Jews and the Samaritan 
colony were non-existent, or at all events not so much 
emphasised as in the story of Nehemiah. Or was it merely 
because the Jews of Syene were heretics and aliens from the 
Jerusalem community that the Samaritans loved them ? Now 
it would be quite out of place to discuss here this morning 
the questions which arise out of this remarkable find of 
Aramaic papyri ; we cannot enter into the problems of the 
relative value of the biblical account and the history of the 
same period of Josephus, as read by the light of the Assuan 
papyri. But we can stand on tiptoe, as all the scholars are doing, 
and say. What next ? It is evident that a Jewish settlement 
of very high antiquity has been located in Egypt. It must be 
thoroughly and scientifically excavated. There must be 
scriptures lurking in that soil, and they must be found. It 
is almost impossible that they should hiave no sacred books, 
either coming from early times or perhaps of their own com- 
position. They must have had laws, over and above the laws 
of Egypt, and ritual, whether it agreed with the Jerusalem 
ritual or not. They may have been in the habit of writing 
psalms, even ; and if we may judge of the exultation which 
they show over the fall of their oppressor, the Persian Governor 
Widrang, and the way they have seen their desire upon him, 
such psalms need not have been altogether benevolent. But 
some such literature they must have had, and it ought to 
be recovered. If we could find some Pentateuch of five 
centuries before Christ, we should settle some questions of 
great importance and raise some others. We should know 
whether Wellhausen was altogether or partly right, or whether 
he must be dismissed as the chief of a line of great dreamers. 

What do you say, my friends : are you standing on tiptoe 
now ? Is it worth while to live in the twentieth century, 
or shall we say that " all is vanity," including the pursuit 
of religious truth ? 

These are some of the points, then, which may form a 
part of our serious thought, and I do not think this is an 
inappropriate place or an unsuitable time to refer to them. 
Some day we may have a direct interest in work of this 
kind. Perhaps twenty years hence, when our union has 
been further consolidated and cemented by the work we 
have done together, and by the victories for God and man 
which have been made possible by our fellowship, when our 



10 THIRTEENTH NATIONAL COUNCIL. 

present evangelical poverty has found a moderate endowment 
from our well-wishers, we may have a corps of Free Church 
workers exploring, for this Council, the site of some famous 
city, and bringing to light the evidence without which we 
cannot adequately trace the finger of Gk)d in history, or follow 
out the fascinating study of the evolution of the religious 
ideas of man. If I should be alive at that time, I should 
beg for a place on the Committee of Oriental Exploration, and 
let who would be President ! 



INDUCTION OF THE NEW PRESIDENT, 
Rev. David Brook, M.A., D.C.L. 

Dr. J. Rendbl Harris said : I am now going to introduce 
to you your new President, and to ask you to ratify his 
election by a standing vote. 

My dear Dr. Brook, I was pointing out at the opening of 
my farewell address that the time had arrived for this company 
to "welcome the coming and speed the parting guest." But 
the parting guest meets the coming guest on the doorstep, 
or on the arrival platform when he himself is getting on 
the train on the departure side. So it is proper that the 
parting guest should join in the acclamation with which you 
are to be welcomed. He will not, however, cheer too loudly, 
for fear his action should be misinterpreted — unless people 
should say he was very glad to be replaced. Also, in passing, 
he hands over to you the seals of office, and the keys, except 
the key of the sirfe, which is in possession of Sir Joseph 
Compton-Rickett. But that matters little — there is nothing 
in it. We are not a rich combination. If we called for a 
million guineas, they would not come, even if we did call 
them. Kings have not been our nursing fathers nor queens 
our nursing mothers ; and as the movement is now well out of 
the nursery stage, and we have no prospect of going on the 
rates or the taxes as educators, or in any similar capacity, 
nor of getting old-age pensions, nor of being subsidised by 
the various political leagues who scatter wealth abroad — I 
will not venture to name them — I can only welcome you, dear 
Dr. Brook, to our normal evangelical poverty. May you be 
able to devise some scheme for elevating it. We welcome 
you to the presidential chair as being a symbolic man in 
whom reunion has written its legend large already. You 
are three single Presidents rolled into one as representing the 
combination of three bodies, who were, in fact, one before 
they came together. If it is not a contradiction to speak of 
catholicity on a small scale — you are it. May you be able 
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to work oat the union which has made my year of office 
memorable. 

We welcome you, my dear Doctor Brook, in another regard. 
You are not, you know, really my successor. Between us 
there stands another figure— on the earthly side a shadow, 
on the heavenly side a ^iritual substance, to whom redemp- 
tion means more in experience than we have exercised to 
figure in imagination. His chair desires him here in vision, 
however they may crown him otherwhere. But his benedic- 
tion will doubtless be, with ours, upon the man who has 
been chosen by the providence of Ood, and the judgment 
of the people of Gk)d, to fill his place, and rise as the leader 
of our new Israel. 

The election was confirmed by a standing vote. 

Dr. David Bbook then assumed the chair, and delivered 
the following Presidential Address : — 



PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Rev. David Bbook, M.A., D.C.L. 

You will believe me. Dr. Rendel Harris, when I say that 
I accepted nomination as your successor in this office with 
very great diffidence. You have intensified the splendour 
which the distinguished men who have preceded you have 
given to this position. Few men, indeed, have your combina- 
tion of gifts and attainments. Your wide scholarship, and 
especially your expert knowledge of the holy writings, the 
memorable service you have been able to render in recovering 
some of the Church's ancient literature, your ability to guide 
both scholars and saints, your humour, often finding material 
in unexpected quarters, and playing with delightful efEect both 
upon dull discussions in Committee and enthusiastic Free 
Church public gatherings, have together given to your 
Presidency a special distinction. 

And I do not forget that the last Free Church Council 
nominated as your successor one who would have been in 
every way worthy. The Free Churches, and not they alone, 
recognised in Dr. John Watson a great minister of the Gospel. 
In him the neighbouring city of Liverpool will mourn for 
many a day the loss of one of its best-beloved citizens. The 
loftiness of his patriotic and civic ideals, and his clear-sighted 
courage in their pursuit, made him a great force for right- 
eousness. 

More than all this, he had ever a tender sympathy for all 
who were fighting a hard battle, or had lost in the struggle and 
were sore with defeat. None knew better than he how narrow 
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is the watershed where the question is determined whether a 
career shall lead out into the sunshine of success, or shall be 
thwarted and pass into the shadows. This sympathy of his 
gave encouragement and hope to all with whom he came into 
personal contact. In his writings he had a yet wider scope, 
and he extended his friendships and his mission all over the 
English-speaking world. What a message we might have had 
from such a man I 

He, being dead, yet speaketh. One word, indeed, which that 
great-hearted man happened to speak to me personally I 
may venture to pass on. It was only a little while before 
his retirement from the Sefton P&rk pastorate, and he was 
alluding to the task that lies before the Christian ministers of 
our time. He said that he believed that to them had come a 
work as arduous as had been committed to any of their pre- 
decessors in the Church's long story. It; was their great task, 
in a period of revolutionary change in the world of thought, 
" to hold the forV If they were faithful and successful in 
that work, they would be recognised in the future aa having 
rendered first-rate service to the Redeemer's cause. His word 
needs no explanation. "Hold the fort," said our President- 
elect. Shall we not wave back the answer to that vast host 
of unseen witnesses which he has joined, " By God's grace we 
will " ? 

An ordinary country minister such as I am might well 
shrink from inevitable comparisons and contrasts. I have 
only accepted the position because I dared not refuse it. Two 
reflections sustain me. First, in virtue of the office I shall be 
supported by the sympathy and the loyal co-operation of 
hundreds of thousands of Free Churchmen. 

And, secondly, I recall what happened when once the 
Master glanced at two mites which a poor woman put into 
the treasury. They were her all. The glance of the Master 
made them so shine that their glow has penetrated through 
all the dark centuries since. I shall give to you and to Him 
the best I have. It may be that to ordinary ability His grace 
will impart some power of acceptable service. 

You have associated my election with a great act of Methodist 
union which has lately been happily consummated. On that 
account I thank you. It is manifest that this event has struck 
a chord, the vibrations of which have filled the Catholic Church. 
That responsive thrill is an expression of a widespread and 
ardent desire for more manifest Christian union. What God 
has done for us suggests vast and entrancing possibilities. 
The forces which have brought the United Methodist Church 
into being are not exhausted with that achievement. For it is 
the breath of Christ which has made us one. That spirit also 
made this Council. It is still drawing all our Churches nearer 
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and nearer together, and a joyous, hopeful wonder stirs the 
heart "whereunto this thing may grow." 

An important secondary cause of our Methodist Union con- 
firms these glowing anticipations. Methodist disruptions and 
secessions came from the necessity of insisting on certain 
rights. Methodist Union came when we thought less of rights 
and more of duties. In each of the now united Churches the 
rights in dispute had long been secured. We had become 
accustomed to their exercise. We took them as a matter of 
course. The emphasis of the assertion of rights lessening, 
the sense of our obligations began to take its natural 
importance. Then came the new wonders. 

Now this truth suggests a wider application than to the 
United Methodist Church. Dissenters, as most of us used 
to be called, from the very necessities of the case, have been 
accustomed to insistence on their rights. In this case also the 
insistence must continue. It is true that, in spite of disadvan- 
tages and disabilities, the Free Churches have become strong 
and influential, until they represent half the Christian com- 
munity. That fact makes the State's attitude in favouring one 
denomination obviously absurd as well as intolerably oppres- 
sive. The House of Lords is a good— K)r a bad — illustration. 
It is the most mischievous anachronism of our country and 
our time. There you have a bench of Bishops of one Church, 
and not a single individual, either clerical or lay, who is a 
member of any Free Church of England or Wales. Such a 
state of things at the beginning of the twentieth century is 
grotesque. It is clear that there can be no pause in the 
assertion of Free Church rights until the absurdities, of which 
this is only a specimen, are swept away. There will be none 
until, so far as the State is concerned, absolute equality of all 
religious denominations is completely guaranteed. 

But I desire this morning to urge the Council's attention to 
the other side of the subject. When we make our claim that 
one-half the professing Christian people of this land are asso- 
ciated with our Free Churches, I would ask you to consider 
what that claim suggests on the side of duty and obligation. 
It is largely emphasis on our duties which has brought about 
Methodist Union, and it will, I hold, quicken the union senti- 
ment amongst our Churches generally, and need not slacken our 
political efforts for religious equality, if we fix our minds for 
a while on certain positive obligations involved in our claim. 

We have in our Churches, presumably, one-half Christ's 
mili&nt followers, men capable of religious service. Then in 
a real and true sense we are responsible for one-half the 
Christian work of the land. The State Churchman may be 
unable to press such a point. His anomalous position makes 
his Church theoretically responsible for the whole country. 
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Bat we put aside for the moment that consideration. The 
question now is not as between Episcopalians and ourselves, 
but as between our Lord and ourselves. 

Now the whole population of England and Wales is, say, 
thirty-four millions. We cannot expect the whole Church to 
discharge its mission to this mass unless we ourselves are doing 
our full duty by seventeen of the thirty-four millions. A 
sense of obligation to Christ would not let us stop at this, but 
emphatically will not let us stop short of it. 

And this suggestion of obvious duty harmonises with the 
very strongest instinct of a true Church of Christ. That 
instinct is motherhood. The Church is the incarnation of that 
spirit which looked upon crowded Jerusalem and sobbed out 
maternal pity. " How often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not." It is the GU)od-Shepherd spirit 
which counts each individual of value, notes each wanderer 
from the fold, is pained by the absence, and reckons no sacri- 
fice too great to rescue and restore. This Shepherd-Spirit 
neither slumbers nor sleeps. It tenderly watches the interests 
of the people from the cradle to the grave. It is Catholic in its 
manifestation. No class is above its attention, and none is 
beneath it. Its sympathy is boundless, its patience infinite. 
This is the Christ-Spirit, incarnate in His Church. 

The Churches united in our Council have gradually and 
continually, as if by the sheer force of this maternal instinct, 
felt their way over almost the whole of the ground which has 
to be covered. But if we take the theory suggested, as to the 
extent of our obligations, as a working basis it will give precision 
and certainty to our movements. 

The first and indispensable preliminary duty will be to 
ascertain with all possible thoroughness the actual circum- 
stances of that great family for which we ought to' care. 

The work is so vast and of such a nature that it can only 
be done at all by being done in detail. The city must be 
divided into districts, the districts into streets, the streets into ^ 
sections. The responsibilities must be ascertained with 
accuracy and individualised before they can be discharged. 
There will be villages and towns where the duties, measured 
by relative resources, will embrace far less than half, as 
in others far more than half, the whole community. 

Now our National Free Church Council began with a clear 
recognition of this duty, and some local Councils have never 
lost it. Other Councils are re-awakening to the importance 
of a Free Church parish system. It can hardly be denied, 
however, that on the whole our ideals have gradually but 
sensibly changed. If we were doing greater work by the 
change it would be matter for rejoicing. But, though the 
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Annual Meetings of our National Council and the unification 
of our political influence have served certain causes well, 
it will be admitted by those who have taken an interest in 
the internal work of local Councils that there has often been 
an excess of demonstration, of printing, of Committees, of 
machinery generally, in proportion to the solid work done. 
If the Free Church Council is to realise its possibilities it is 
essential that the local Councils should not be content with 
resolutions and public meetings, but should form and carry 
into effect a programme of more substantial work. And the 
first thing to do is to find out what needs to be done. The 
Church cannot be a true mother unless she knows her children. 

Then, she will feel that she camiot begin too early to deal 
with the material. A mother Church will naturally turn 
to infant life. She assumes as an axiom the immortality 
of the soul, or at least its potential immortality. The soul with 
yet folded wings that slumbers in the babe, seen by the eye of 
Christian faith, makes that babe of infinite value. It was this 
thought which in ancient times created a new sentiment in the 
world about infanticide. To the Grseco-Roman world it was 
scarcely an offence. To the Christian it was a horrible crime. 
The force of the Christian idea changed the sentiment of the 
world. The Church of to-day holds the same faith, and the 
boundless possibilities that sleep in every babe compel a solemn 
interest in it. That soul must have a fair chance. It may have 
the power in it to do fine service, not only in this world but 
in unknown universes of God and in fer-off millenniums. 

The mortality amongst infants is one of the appalling scandals 
of our Christian civilisation. A pamphlet recently published 
by Dr. Niven, Medical Officer of Health for the city of Man- 
chester, re-affirms that the mortality amongst infants in England 
and Wales is practically at as high a rate to-day as it was when 
the system of registration began. 

The most awful thing about it is that the causes of this great 
mortality are known and are largely preventable. Most of you 
have heard of what has been done in the town of Huddersfield. 
The average death-rate of infants under one year old was 135 
per thousand births for the ten years up to 1906. Last year it 
was 97. The conditions in Huddersfield are by no means 
entirely favourable. A large percentage of young married 
women work in textile factories, and yet the measures of in^ 
spection and visitation that have been adopted there have 
resulted in lowering thd death-rate of infants by more than 25 
per cent. What has been done in Huddersfield can be done in 
Southport, in Manchester, and in other towns and cities. 

It is a Christlike work, and if our Church be indeed a Mother 
Church she will be zealous in guarding the infant life of the 
nation. She will support political measures -^hioh are likely 
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to further this end, bnt she will do more. She has leisured 
and devout women, not a few. By sympathetic visitation and 
by trained teaching of mothers, the Churches on a very large 
scale might be literally the saviours of the nation. 

Passing from the infant stage, we come to the period of life 
about which the Church's prime duties may easily be confused 
amid the din and dust of ecclesiastical polemics. 

Let us ask what it is we want to do for the children of the 
nation. Is it not to train all their faculties to the highest 
capacity and to direct them to the noblest uses ? 

With this purpose in view we must not glue our eye to a 
microscope which has the other end on certain foolish clauses 
in a catechism. We must not be entirely absorbed by the very 
necessary work of meeting the detestable machinations of men 
like Caythorpe in my friend Stevenson's powerful novel. The 
childhood of the English populace is still too often crushed by 
burdens it cannot bear. It is done sometimes by the conni- 
vance, or worse, of parents themselves. We must insist that the 
rights of parents are not unlimited. They have no rights which 
conflict with the rights of the children ; they have no right to 
interfere with the development of that rich estate on which the 
future of the country depends — the talents of the children. Our 
system of national education brings the entire child population of 
the country for a few hours a day under regulated and trained 
influence for the purpose of making the most of that estate. 

For myself, I believe that this work can only be properly 
discharged in a spirit of reverence and by association with 
distinctively Christian teaching. It will be a scandal 'to the 
common Christianity of all the Churches if our disagreements 
should seem to make this impossible. I know that a portion of 
our Council feels that agreement is hopeless, and that Christian 
teaching must be left to Christian Churches. A still larger 
number of men outside all the Churches have lazily accepted 
this apparently easy way out of the difficulty. To these ranks 
the Bishop of Manchester adds a fresh battalion with every 
speech which he makes on the question. 

To me, however, the secular solution, as it is called, has 
always seemed an obvious futility. That can be no solution 
which will leave in bitter dissatisfaction fully one-half the 
religious people of England. The subject would still be the 
shuttlecock of political parties, and the day would be indefi- 
nitely postponed when undistracted attention could be given to 
the high, positive task of securing for the children the best 
education. 

Our meeting to-day comes at a critical hour. I will not antici- 
pate the discussion which must take place on this subject. We 
shall unquestionably uphold the great principles which have been 
laid down at successive Councils. There will be no shrinking. 
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But neither, I believe, will there be any unholy paseion. It has 
been solemnly urged upon us that at a time when it is said our 
political friends are in power the Free Churches should not 
foi^et the Saviour's golden rule. We hope the reminder is 
not needed. We should be as anxious that no wrong be 
inflicted on others as that our own wrongs be removed. Ah I 
that golden rule I It would work wonders all round. Under 
its operation, for instance, the Establishment would not last 
a month. The Bishops themselves would walk out of the 
House of Lords and join Dr. Clifford on the Liberation plat? 
form. Dr. Ingram's visit to the United States seems to have 
given to him some illuminating views. He saw the Anglican 
Church and its attitude in a new and truer perspective. I 
would gladly subscribe to send the whole bench of Bishops 
to America for six months. They would discover another 
meaning in the blessed word "atmosphere." 

Swiously, however, the law of our Master is binding and 
final. We must do to others as we would that they should do 
to us. 

But the main interest of our Mother Church is a positive one* 
She has the obligation for at least half the nation's children 
that, whether in the national schools or out of them, those chil* 
dren shall somehow be taught the all-important truths which, 
when they are grasped by mind and heart, will build up 
noblest character, incite to finest service, and alf ord sure guid« 
anoe and confidence to pilgrims starting on an endless journey 
through an unknown land. 

For this purpose day-school instruction at best is inadequate. 
These truths need to be applied to the individual child with 
such adaptation and tender use of sacred opportunity as are 
rarely possible in day-school hours. The id^ place for such 
teaching is a Christian home, and the best teachers are Christian 
parents. But all homes are not Christian, and all Christian 
homes are not ideal. Without toudiing on the melancholy 
causes of the fact, it cannot be denied that an enormous pro- 
portion of England's children have no earthly parents who 
seem to care for their souls. They are spiritually orphaned, 
and* it is the duty of a Mother Church to take them up. 

It is here our Sunday Schools have their sphere. Periodi- 
cally we awaken afresh to the value of our Sunday Schools* 
Such an awakening is upon us now. A Church in agony to do 
its duty says " The Sunday School must be used for a great 
part of my work." It looks round for its wisest and strongest 
to represent it in teaching and management. It seeks to bring 
its methods up-to^ate. It seeks to co-ordinate its operations 
wiUi other branches of the Church work, especially with its 
systematic parish visitation, so that no child shall be left out- 
side through oversight or negligence. The Church' feels that 

3 
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the time spent ill religious and moral teaching in the Sunday 
School is all too limited. It desires to encourage the use of 
extensive premises on week-nights with a view to completer 
training in the duties of Christian citizenship and Church 
comradeship. 

But the maternal instinct will require also a special and indi- 
vidual guardianship of each child. The teacher's work will be 
realised as a pastorate — and a pastorate second to none in its 
dignity and its demands. " Feed My lambs " was the last com- 
mand given to the foremost of the twelve. 

When the Churdi sees the value of the child as the great 
Bridegroom sees it, she will stand at no sacrifice that the best 
may be done for the children. She will show the country that 
its truest wealth and the strongest guarantee for its future is to 
make the most of its children. She will try to realise the 
beautiful and familiar dream of Buskin, of a coming day when 
England shall ^^ cast all thoughts of possessive wealth to the bar- 
baric nations among whom they first arose ; while the sands of 
the Indus and adamant of Oolconda may yet stiffen the housings 
of the charger and flash from the turban of the slave, she as a 
Christian Mother may at last attain to the virtues and the 
treasures of a heathen one, and be able to lead forth her sons 
saying, * These are my jewels.' " In all our debate let there be 
at the centre of our minds the paramount duty of our Church' 
to prepare the child for the responsibilities of a King's son. 

Past the stage of childhood, the Church, however, will ask, 
" What can we do unitedly, we, a Mother Church, to save the 
yoxmg people amid the perils and fierce temptations in which 
so many souls are marred or destroyed ? " We have succeeded 
in gathering a vast proportion of the children of the nation into 
our Sunday Schools, but we have failed to secure them to the 
Cl^urch. This is, perhaps, the most difficult of all our pro- 
blems, but I am persuaded it is one in which our union can be 
the most serviceable. It suggests at once the Institutional 
Church. 

Now the Institutional Church will not bring the millennium. 
Moreover, Institutional Churches are expensive in their main- 
tenance, and often there is the difficulty of adequate super- 
vision. Yet there is no doubt that almost every Church is 
anxious to make a larger provision for the protection, instruc- 
tion, and relaxation of its young people. Now what one 
Church cannot afford to do a few neighbouring Churches 
united could do with ease. If our union was deeper than it is, 
and the Mother Church idea more vital, great steps in this 
direction might be taken speedily. There is no reason that I 
know of, none which we should dare to tell to the great Head 
of the Church, why we should not in certain districts possess 
an institution in which the various Churches should have a 
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share, and for the oversight of which they should be jointly 
responsible. It might be done in thousands of villages and 
town districts. Methodist Union might help, setting free by 
wise amalgamation unnecessary buildings with many trained 
workers. Indeed, the entire village problem might be largely 
solved by saving the waste of overlapping and using it for 
homely institutions. 

To be sure, we are feeling our way as a National Council. 
We have a Girls' Guild which is already doing fine service and 
quietly extending its operations, and a Young Free Church- 
men's Auxiliary. It may be hoped that in the future there 
are to be great developments and elaborations on these lines. 
They are natural expressions of the mother-cravings of our 
Church. 

The same instinct has impelled the Council in its attitude 
towards Labour. The Church of the Carpenter can have no 
patronising interest in this subject. Our chief strength must 
always be amongst working people, and we must consider all 
labour questions with inside knowledge. To a true Church 
^' the people " are not a mass. It is her mission to individualise 
each one of the myriad of atoms which make up the mass. She 
quickens and develops the sense of personality with all its 
implicit responsibilities. She has applied the main force to 
that movement which, as Sir Henry Maine showed long ago, 
is the distinguishing characteristic of European progress — the 
growth of individual obligations. The Church of Christ may 
rightly claim a large share in the gradual disappearance of 
slavery from the western nations of Europe. She is but 
continuing or resuming her mission when rfie aims now at 
a far larger freedom for men of our own time. For each 
individual she seeks the amplest opportunities for all-round 
culture, for usefulness, and for happiness. To us the labour- 
ing classes are the most important classes, if only because of 
their numbers. When we regard manhood as the most precious 
production, numbers are a decisive consideration. Here are the 
broad fields white for harvesting. 

Whenever the Church tries to see the multitude with the 
eyes of Christ, pity, sorrow, indignation, and impatience battle 
in her heart. With all that has been done the honest labourer 
still gets less than any reasonable share of the amenities of 
modem life. While a few thousands in England are surfeited 
with luxuries, millions are living on the verge of want, or are 
already precipitated into the abyss. The conscience and heart 
of the Church demand action wise, bold, and swift. 

In the ^^ Comments of Bagshot " we are asked to imagine a 
path driven through the heart of London in such a way as that 
we may walk under the roofs from the prosperous West to the 
last of the mean streets. We are asked : " Would Dives venture 
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to return to his palace and fare sumptuously every day if he 
were compelled to make that pilgrimage once a week ? " 
" Within a mile of me at this moment," the writer goes on, 
"the dinner-party, the death-bed, the woman in travail, 
children tucked away in comfortable night-nurseries, children 
swarming together in one verminous bed. . . . The real city is 
the city under the roof ; all the rest is coming and going." 

Now it is that city under the roof which a true Maternal 
Church must learn to know, and know by actual contact As 
things have been in the past, some of the hardest cases of 
poverty have been overlooked. Our Poor Law system, of 
necessity, works harshly because mechanically. A system like 
that which is being attempted at Halifax and elsewhere, or the 
adoption of the Elberfeld methods, with such knowledge and 
humanitarian enthusiasm as an awakened Church could put 
into the work, would lessen immeasurably in England the vast 
sum of human misery. 

A Mother Church will be fierce against sweating, against, 
also, the ordinary devastating public-house, against the exploita- 
tion of the extremities of the people by wringing high rents 
from slum property. She will be intensely interested in ques- 
tions like housing in the cities and small holdings in the 
country. With these objects at heart it would be strangely 
ungracious if we did not take this the earliest opportunity of 
recognising, with something like enthusiasm, the proposals 
which have been recently brought before Parliament. The 
proposals are based upon justice to all, but they are magnani- 
mous to those who have been so long accustomed to monopoly 
and privilege that they look upon them as their Eternal Rights. 

In all this kind of work she is but carrying on the tradition 
of the first great age of the faith. In the New Testament the 
Church is constantly exhibited as manifesting an interest in its 
poor, and in a few yeaurs* time the practices of the Christians in 
this department were referred to constantly by apologists of 
the Churdi. In the very oldest of those apologies — the one 
which you, Dr. Harris, fully made known to us — ^Aristides says 
of the Ghi'istians, "He that hath supplieth him that hath not 
Without grudging.*^ ".if they see a stranger, they bring him 
under their roof and rejoice over him." 

In our times we endeavour to apply scientific methods to 
work of this kind. We are aware how terribly easy it is, with 
the best intentions in the world, to do more harm than good. 
We try to get nearer to the root causes of our social troubles, 
so that our remedies may be more radical and, therefore, more 
permanent in their effects. But the motives which urge and 
sustain the Church to-day are the same as in the days of 
Aristides. 

Yet when all has been sidd, the highest concern of a Church 
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of Christ is the character of the people. It is important to 
secure for all men civic, social, and economic rights. It is. still 
more important that they should deserve them. We earnestly 
desire that men should have better houses to live in ; still more 
we desire that better men should live in them. We can be 
no parties to economic theories and methods which will 
weaken the foundations of character. 

Now the Church has accomplished the most permanent good 
results not by encouraging the selfishness of the masses, but 
by teaching unselfishness to the classes. The love of Christ 
has relaxed the hand which held power and gold. It has made 
the rich man manumit his slaves. It has insisted on a doctrine 
of stewardship. It has quickened conscience. It has made 
employers of labour agree on legislation, and even promote 
it, which vastly lessened their profits. It has made possible 
the general acceptance of a principle which, in practice, may 
carry us very far, the principle of a graduated income tax. In 
a word, history teaches us that the greatest good of the people 
has come not as the result of wrenching from below, but by 
the operation of conscience and a sense of justice and brother- 
hood from above. 

A check on the operation of this influence is applied when 
there is danger of weakening the springs of industry. Thousands 
of men would never work at all if they could be sure of suffi- 
cient food and shelter without it. The consequences are 
suggested by the results of the daily doles of food to the 
free populace of ancient Rome. It must not be forgotten, 
however, that the sharpest cry of our English poor is not 
for food, but for work with which to win it. Who can be 
deaf to a cry like that ? 

But it cannot be denied that few would put forth that 
utmost energy and enterprise which gets the wheels of the 
great chariot out of the ruts, were it not for those valuable 
rewards which have always been offered to success. Even 
genius has been quickened and made fertile by these incentives. 
Yet for millions upon millions in the world's long past these 
springs of strenuous endeavour have been crushed by over- 
whelming burdens. It is surely the part of a Mother Church 
to set free the springs and to secure equality of opportunity, 
never ceasing, however, to preach her Divine message that the 
emancipated faculties and enlarged opportunities should be 
consecrated to unselfish uses, and that the successful should 
remember that the failures are still their brothers. 

In perfect harmony with these principles the Mother Church 
strenuously urges a more tender care by the nation of its aged 
poor citizens. The fear of a destitute old age is a burden which 
has been carried by many, many millions of people in all 
countries for thousands of years. If you can lighten that load 
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you are lessening beyond all computation the tremendous 
weight under which humanity has been bowed down and 
crushed. 

Yet let us never forget that the business of the Church is, 
and must remain, primarily in the spiritual sphere. 

That is the fact which determines the scope of her opera- 
tions. It involves that the Church in her thoughts and aims 
should follow human beings, not only from the cradle to the 
grave, but beyond. The multitudes in great cities are a proces- 
sion, marching ceaselessly on, the front ranks ever disappearing, 
passing utterly out of sight. To the Church, however, they do 
not pass into Nothingness. They simply pass through that 
haze, impenetrable to mortal eyes, which we call death. It 
is our duty to teach men the great truths which will not only 
help them to live here, but which will prepare them for the 
hereafter. No amount of social service will absolve the Church 
from this duty. We have many comrades outside the Church 
for other work, but this is our characteristic mission. We are 
Evangelical Churches. We have a GOSPBL for blundering, 
lonely, sin-stricken, yet immortal man. It is the Gospel of 
an Almighty Father's infinite love, of the atoning sacrifice on 
Calvary of His Incarnate Son, and of the cleansing and ener-. 
gising work of His Holy Spirit — ^a Gospel which has saved 
millions for time and for eternity, and which can save mil- 
lions more. 

When all Christians realise the magnitude of the task before 
the Catholic Church, they will inevitably be drawn into closer 
relations and completer union than I have ventured to hint. 
That will happen here which is happening in Canada. The 
nation which has been born in a day in the North-west Terri- 
tories has brought home to the Churches of Canada an obvious 
duty so stupendous that they have felt the need of all possible 
comradeship and co-operation if they are to avert what all alike 
would feel to be the greatest of disasters, the growth of a society 
in their State without Christian instruction and without Chris- 
tian institutions. 

Now a civilisation purely secular is precisely the danger 
which confronts all the Churches at home, and which involves 
necessarily the cause of missions to the world. That is the 
enemy which is thundering at the gate. When we realise the 
task which lies in the path of our plain duty as Churches, 
the difficulties and divisions which are now so much in 
discussion assume quite different proportions. There is a 
civilised world to save from materialism, and a heathen world 
to evangelise. This is the work that all the Churches have 
closest at heart. 

In the doing of that work they are bound gradually to find 
for themselves a basis of union. The Bishop of Manchester 
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has more than once preached to the careless holiday crowds on 
the Blackpool sands. He wants to get to the people to save 
their souls. Our hearts warm to him when we hear of it, for 
it is the work we all want to be at. And I will be bound that 
if Dr. Clifford were preaching to one crowd on the sands and 
Dr. Knox to another, no man passing from group to group 
would feel that he was listening to a different Gospel. They 
have after all the best things in common. There are some 
problems that theoretically are insoluble, and if you will allow 
them they will perplex you for ever. But not infrequently the 
best way of dealing -v^ath them is simply to march on. They 
may be solved by walking. 

Some of my words may not be agreeable to doctrinaires or 
to bigots. But realising the opportunities and therefore the 
responsibilities of this National Council, J am profoundly 
anxious that it should not exhaust its energies in enthusiastic 
Annual Meetings, that it should not exist mainly for demonstra- 
tions and resolutions, that it should not be exploited by any 
political clique, or even be the appendage of any political party, 
but that it should as far as possible draw forth, co-ordinate, and 
direct the unused working powers found in all Churches 
in order to carry out a wise and comprehensive scheme, by 
which could be more adequately discharged the Church's true 
function, that of mothering a very large portion of that mass of 
humanity which is after all made up of sad and lonely units. 

WELCOME TO SOUTHPORT. 

His Worship the Mayor of Southport (Councillor J. E. 
WiLLBTT, J.P.), who was accompanied by the Mayoress 
(Miss WiLLBTT) and the Town Clerk (Mr. J. E. Jarrbtt), 
offered the Council a hearty welcome. 

Mr. Henry Ball, President of the Southport Free Church 
Council, and the Rev. J. J. FiTCH, Chairman of the Hospitality 
Committee, also gave a cordial welcome to the delegates. 

Good Wishes prom Local Vicar. 

The President said the Rev. Adam Scott, the local Secre- 
tary, had received a telegram from the Rev. Dr. Porter, Vicar of 
All Saints' Church, Southport, offering his best wishes for the 
success of the National Free Church Council meetings. Dr. 
Porter, said Dr. Brook, was the chaplain to the Mayor of South- 
port, and was a very broad-minded clergyman. 

Sympathy for the Premier. 

The Rev. THOMAS LAW said he proposed at that stage to send 
^ telegram of sympathy with the Prime Minister, and further- 
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more he would like to be empowered to write a special lett» of 
sympathy to their dear old friend Rev. C. H. Kelly, who had 
always been with them previously at the meetings. 

It was agreed that the Secretary should carry out these pro- 
posals, and also that a telegram of sympathy should be sent to 
the Rev. Dr. Porter. 



THE EDUCATION QUESTION. 

The Council considered the following resolutions on 
Education : — 

*' The Council, recalling the Besolutions on National Education passed at 
Newcastle, Mancnester, Birmingham) and Leeds, approves the recent action of 
the Government in regard to Denominational Training Colleges, and welcomes 
their new Education Bill introduced by Mr. McEenna. 

I. The Council warmly supports the policy of the Government—^ 

(1) In opening Denominational Training Colleges to qualified applicants 

without regard to social status or religious belief. 

(2) In arranging that all future Training Colleges for Teachers supported 

by public mcmey shall be on a national and not on a denominational 
basis. 

(3) In proposing that in all public elementary schools 'no teacher is 

required as a condition of his employment to subscribe to any 
religious creed, or to belong to any specified religious denomina- 
tion or to attend or to abstain from attending any Sunday School 
or place of worship.' 

(4) In securing full and real public control of all 'public elementaiy 

schools.* 
(6) In defining Cowper Temple teaching by reference to the London County 
Council Syllabus. 

(6) In removing the cost of all denominational teaching from the rates. 

(7) In abolishing the sectarian monopoly in single school areas, and 

placing a public elementary s<mool within reach of every child 
whose parents demand it. 
II, The Council regrets to see the * Contracting-out * Clause of the new 
Education Bill since it falls short of the ideal of a complete National 
System of Education inasmuch as it perpetuates Ecclesiastical 
tests, and fails to secure effective popular control over all the ele- 
mentary schools. The Council recognises, however, that the Bill 
properly limits * Contracting-out * by excluding the single school areas 
from its operation, and by requiring the same standard of efficiency 
in * Contracted-out ' as in Council Schools ; and therefore while 
thanking the Government for the new Education Bill, and calling on 
the local Councils to support it, the National Council urges on the 
Government : — 
(a) That the conditions imposed by the Bill be most rigidly enforced ; 
(&) That steadfast resistance be made to every appeal for further financial 
aid; and 

(c) That adequate safeguards be taken against lowering the standard of 

efficiency in schools and also against the inadequate payment of 
teachers employed ; and 

(d) That the existing permission to charge fees should be withdrawn. 
ni. Further, the Council regards it as absolutely essential — 

(1) That in order to avoid the subtle introduction of Denominational tests 
in the appointment of Teachers, it is of vital importance Uiat the 
State Teacher shall not be permitted to give denominationaJ teaching 
in a public elementary school. 
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(2) That Denominational Tmining CSolleges, being based on an entire^ 
false principle, should be speedily replaced by Training Colleges 
of a thoroughly national type, free to all citizens of capacity 
and character, and worked without the need for any Conscience 
Clause." 

Eev. J. Clifford, M.A., D.D., moved the adoption of the 
resolutions. I might at the outset remark, he said, that we are 
not gathered here this morning for the purpose of producing an 
ideal or a logical system of education, but for the express pur- 
pose of considering and voting upon a measure which has just 
been brought before the nation. Another thing we must re- 
member is that we are not really in a new country, but in a 
country that has got a considerable past, and judging from the 
educational point of view the lines have not fallen to us in 
pleasant places, nor have we a goodly heritage. Instead of that 
the heritage comes to us burdened with innumerable clerical 
usurpations, false superstitions, and hoary institutions soaked 
in monopoly and privilege. For us to shut our eyes to that 
particular fact will expose us to considerable misjudgment and 
possible misinterpretation of the measure before us. Hence it 
is not surprising that the Education Bill is not a perfect Bill. 
Mr. McKenna would not say that it is, and Sir Henry Campbell- 
Bannerman, our beloved and honoured Prime Minister, would 
readily admit that the measure does not come up to the standard 
which he himself put before us prior to the election of 1906. 
Then he said that no system of national education can be regarded 
as completely satisfactory in which there is the slightest foot- 
hold for sectarian privilege. Now, every one of us recognises, 
I think, that contracting-out is a sectarian privilege. But a 
perfect Bill for national education in the political and educa- 
tional exigencies of our country is a perfect impossibility. 

Nevertheless we ask you to express your judgment on the 
subject of contracting-out as being a continuous endowment of 
two particular Churches — the Roman Catholic Church and the 
Anglican Church. It perpetuates favouritism towards those 
two religious societies, and I cannot regard that as just. I hold 
it to be most unjust. Contracting-out clauses, as a whole, I 
dislike — I would even venture to go further and say I hate 
them ; and so long as I live I mean to fight and get rid of 
them all. It puts the test on certain teachers, and, moreover, 
it gives private control to persons who are managing schools 
supported by public funds. Besides that, it continues amongst 
us — ^shall I not describe it as being religious strife ? And no 
nation through its State should provide for the nourishment of 
anything in the shape of disunion or strife. I hold, therefore, 
that those contracting-out clauses are most repugnant to us, and 
we say as much in the resolution. 

We recognise at. the same time the safeguard which Mr. 



26 THIRTEENTH NATIONAL COUNCIL.^ 

McKenna has introduced into his Bill with regard to the 
operation of these contracting-out clauses, and we rejoice that 
he has asserted that the same standard of efficiency in teaching 
shall be kept np in the contracting-out schools as in the Council 
schools, and, moreover, that the teacher in the contracted-out 
school shall not be punished in the interest of the Churches. 
Those are safeguards which require to be very vigilantly 
watched, and we must take care that they are thoroughly 
carried out. And there must be nothing in the shape of 
further financial aid. In my judgment this Bill is lavish in 
its generosity towards the Anglican and Roman Catholic 
Churches, and instead of going any further in the direction of 
aid I think it would be a wiser and juster thing if they did not 
go so far. 

After being accepted by all, as it is, I think, it is not neces- 
sary that I should say much concerning the merits of the Bill. 
This undoubtedly must be regarded by us as the nearest 
approach which has yet been made to basing national education 
on the foundations of citizenhood. I welcome it pre-eminently 
for that. It gives us a real public school, not simply provided 
for out of public money, but with genuine public control and 
with genuine public management. It also gives the teacher 
absolute security with regard to tests — ^absolute so far as the 
law can do it. I know very well the subtlety of the clergy, 
and, judging by the experience of the past, they will, in the 
name of humanity and of religion, get tests to work ; but so far 
as the law is concerned the introduction of tests in any way 
will be a violation of the law as much as a theft or a burglary. 
That is a great gain. 

Then, again, another merit of the Bill is that it puts every 
child that is to be compelled to go to school in the condition 
that it need not go where there is a conscience clause, where 
there is any denominational teaching ; it can be kept only in a 
school where the atmosphere is perfectly free from everything 
that is injurious to the Free Churches, that is obnoxious to the 
ministers of those Free Churches. Therefore, in the single- 
school areas we are to have a public elementary school. That 
is a tremendous gain for us. Nonconformity has long known 
that in the rural districts it must either fig^t or die. Up to 
this very hour, and until some legislation of this sort has been 
passed, the law has been helping the men who have been fight- 
ing Nonconformity. We want that to be brought to an end. 
I am not expecting that the fight will cease ; far from it. I 
know it will have to go on. But the State ought not to stand 
on either side and help either party. Let us have fair play. 
Put us in the ring if you like. I have no hesitation in backing 
the old Puritans, for I know they will come out on top as 
certainly as history is its own vindication. 
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The one thing we ask you to do is to back this Government. 
They deserve your backing. Last week was one of the great 
weeks. I am a young man, but I remember no parallel to it. 
It started with the Education Bill, so far-seeing, so broad-based, 
and so courageous, judging from the conditions in which we 
are now living, and it goes on to that other measure, the Licens- 
ing Bill, which for high political courage I do not think has 
ever been matched ; for comprehensiveness in dealing with the 
most vital of our social problems, and for justice and wisdom 
at the same time I do not think it has been surpassed. If only 
these two Bills were passed I should register 1908 as one of the 
years of the right hand of the Most High. Back this Bill, not 
querulously as if you would have done better had you been 
there— for we know you would not — but whole-heartedly, 
enthusiastically, and with the faith and with the conviction 
of men who know they are standing up on behalf of brave 
leaders in our political life. 

Moreover, if you don't back this Government who is going to 
do it ? Is the Bishop of Manchester ? who describes this Bill 
as — well, I cannot get up to his language — " rapacity " and 
*' atrocity " and I don't know what terms he does not employ ; 
and he actually goes so far (and the suggestion ought to have 
given him some qualms of conscience) as to put this Bill in the 
same category as the boots and the rack and the screw which 
his predecessors used with such marvellous celerity against our 
Puritan forefathers — ^and used in vain. The Bishop of Man- 
chester is simply fighting for his own hand. He does not 
mean to give up a single monopoly that the State has given 
him. He won't back the Government. And will Lord 
Halifax back the Government ? Why, the heathen are raging. 
Listen to the Church Times as it talks about "pitiless in- 
justice " and so on, and you will see that all the forces of 
reaction, all the shareholders in breweries and all the share- 
holders in great ecclesiastical investments are banding them- 
selves together and are going forth riotously against this 
Government. That is the situation. 

What does that mean for us ? Does it not mean that as we 
look into the future we must imitate our forefathers ? We are 
the inheritors of immense privileges, which have been secured 
by incalculable sacrifice, for our Puritan forefathers were always 
in the forefront of a fight for national justice, for liberty, for the 
emancipation of men from the tyranny of Churches and from 
the tyranny of States. It is our duty to take care that we are 
worthy of our predecessors. Let us rejoice that our legislators 
go forth sowing this precious seed — it is precious seed. They 
sow it with tears, because they have sight of the marauders, the 
titled and crowned marauders, in the House of Lords, and are 
afraid lest the harvest should be pounced upon. But let us 
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.fight on, and whatever this year may bring, whether the defeat 
of these two Bills or not, yet certainly the attempt is great, it is 
divine, Gk)d inspires it, Gkd leads us in the fight, and He leads 
ns to victory. We follow on, glad, proud, humble, thankful, 
adoring, and assured that we shall win. 

The Rev. J. ScOTT LiDGBTT, M.A., seconded the resolution. 
He said he could only follow with limping gait his predecessor, 
but he desired to lay before the meeting a few considerations 
which, in his mind, were quite sufficient to justify every part 
of the resolution and the action which they were asked to take 
in pursuance of it. They were met at perhaps the most respon- 
sible and critical moment in the history of the Free Church 
Council. They had to approach this subject as practical men, 
conscious of their responsibility both to the Christianity of this 
country and also to the State. As practical men they had to 
bear in mind the whole history of their educational past. They 
had also to remember the extremely divided mind of the 
public and the divided conscience of the public in regard to 
this great question. They had therefore clearly to realise the 
practical limitation which the history of the past and the state 
of mind in the present imposed on their legislators, however 
courageous they might be. The reputation of the Free 
Churches was at stake. Much depended on the way they 
handled this question. The supreme problem was as to how 
they could pass through this crisis and give to the whole of the 
British people an enhanced sense of the greatness and power of 
t^eir Christian character and principles. 

He prayed that it might not be in any degree lessened or 
injured by carrying on a noble controversy in a squalid spirit. 
As Dr. Clifford had so clearly put before them, they were asked 
to accept very great benefits at the price of a great concession. 
The advantages he would summarise in a few words : — 

1. For the first time this Bill gave a statutory right to every 
parent to demand and to secure a free place for his child in a 
publicly controlled, popular system of education. 

2. It entirely emancipated the country districts from the 
grievance, the injustice, and the sacrifice that their people had 
suffered in the past. 

Last, and not least, it entirely removed from them their 
grievance so far as outrage upon their conscientious con- 
victions was concerned. 

It was such a Bill that, if it received the Royal assent to- 
morrow, every one whose conscience had been afflicted by the 
legislation of 1902 might go to sleep in peace and say that the 
battle was for ever won. Now, they were asked to obtain this 
great liberty at the price of a great concession. He did not like 
*' contracting-out," but when people talked to him about the 
serious dangers of that principle he replied : First of all, you 
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cannot possibly find any single concession to make any quali- 
fication of a completely national system of education that may 
not be the subject of fears, which may not be misused in the 
future. Every concession is dangerous, if it means when we 
have won our victory we intend to go to sleep. The price of 
liberty is eternal vigilance. 

If they had vigilance and public-spirited goodwill they could 
overcome the remaining dangers to which they would be ex- 
posed, and work with the nation to secure a steady, progressive 
development of all that was best in education. They must not 
forget that the Government had to deal in this matter, as in the 
other to which allusion had been made, with a gigantic vested 
interest. He hoped the Council would support the Govern- 
ment whole-heartedly in this matter. The Government was 
courageously facing the situation, and they would win the 
approval and the help of the Free Churchmen of this country — 
aye, and a vast body of the Anglicans and the working classed — 
by trying, not to reach finality, which was impossible, but to 
attain a working settlement which would allow this controversy 
to go to rest and the Churches to be occupied in fighting those 
enemies of the faith which were their true objective. 

The Rev. A. T. GUTTBRY, in supporting the resolution, 
said it was not too much to assert that the eye of the nation 
was on their Conference, and the verdict reached would have a 
powearful effect not only upon the Bill but upon th^ existence 
of the. Liberal Government and upon the religion and education 
of the land. 

I am prepared to back this Government, Mr. Guttery con- 
tinued ; it is a good Government ; it is a daring Government, a 
Government that challenges tyranny in Macedonia at last, that 
says that blood-soaked tyranny in the Congo district must 
come to an end; a Government that challenges the greater 
tyranny of the drink traffic, ihsi liberates people from priestly 
tyranny in the village. It shall have my support. Only I do 
ask that my loyalty shall not be strained unduly. We have 
to-day strange moral elements in this Education question. 
There are pleas for magnanimity. Believe me, the only sound 
foundation for a lasting magnanimity is simple justice. On 
the other hand. Dr. Clifford's idea of magnanimity is to be 
allowed to be left alone with his enemy in front of him. I 
rejoice at very much that is in this Bill — ^at the liberation of 
teachers from ecclesiastical tests. I rejoice in the reality of 
popular control. I rejoice in the liberty given to the villages: 

I have lately spent much time in travelling from village to 
village, and have heard at first hand many stories of oppression 
and unscrupulous wrong and of insults offered to parents 
through their children in the schools. If a man wants to 
attack me, let him do it on a public platform ; but for $ parson 
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to attack my faith through the conscience of a little bairn is an 
intolerable wrong. In Norfolk, whither I shall go next, it 
will be an intoxicating joy to be able to tell the villagers that 
the Prime Minister has said that every villager shall have the 
right to call his soul and his child his own. 

The contracting-out clauses I dislike. I regret that they 
were introduced. I don't agree in all respects that these 
clauses were inevitable. I believe there were other alterna- 
tives. But they are here, and the Government must take the 
responsibility. I neither agree to them, nor will I wreck the 
Bill because of them. Only I warn the Government that it 
ought to have learned before now that there is no limit to the 
rapacity of clericalism ; I warn them to read this week's issue 
of the Catholic TimeSy which declares that bishops and Irish 
Members are in consultation upon this very clause, and are 
expecting that the Government will give the increased grant 
the Roman Catholics demand. I do not believe the Gtovem- 
ment will do it ; I declare here to-day that the Government 
must not do it. While I am anxious to support this Bill and 
this Government, I say here that we shall be false to all our 
principles, and false to all the professions of recent years if we 
allow a system to be established that permits Roman Catholics 
and Anglicanism of the Roman type to make a profit out of the 
public expenditure of money ; but I ask you to leave that 
responsibility with the Government. There is good in the 
Bill ; support it, not by resolution only, but by agitation. We 
must come out from our tents. This Government has against 
it a federation of all the reactionary forces. The beer is against 
it, blood is against it, and if Mr. Jowett were not here I should 
say Birmingham is against it. All the powers of darkness are 
against it ; the beasts of Ephesus are against it. I ask that 
our Free Church Councils throughout the land shall show to 
the English nation that we are not only able to destroy a 
Government — ^we showed that — ^but that we are strong enough 
and wise enough and patient enough to support a Government. 

They must not, continued Mr. Quttery, go into the agitation 
making apologies. Dr. Clifford would pardon him if he said 
that they had had two Dr. Cliffords that morning. The early 
Clifford he could not enjoy ; it was a new voice — ^a voice of 
defence and apology ; it was wise but not clever. The other 
Clifford — ^the later Clifford — was equally wise, but had the 
passion of the old agitator in it which they liked to hear and 
loved to welcome. They must not go up and down the country 
apologising for contracting-out. That was a Government 
measure, and he appealed to them to support the Govern- 
ment and keep up their ideals. He believed in the millen- 
nium, and he was going to talk on public platforms as if he 
believed in it — ^not reclining on a damp cloud, twanging a 
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harp, but a miUennium down here, in which they would have 
the school a national institution, supported by national funds, 
controlled by the national will ; in which the good of the 
child would be the supreme goal, and the will of the citizen 
would be the supreme power. That ideal would come, and 
the Bill helped to bring it, and therefore he supported it 
and voted for it, and, Gbd helping him, would fight for it. 

The Rev. G. Silvbster Hornb, M.A., said they had loved, ^ 
honoured, and admired Dr. Cliflford, but for his part he never 
loved and admired him more than during his speech that day. 
He had given them a specimen of his fighting power, and 
might Qod prolong his day to see the complete establishment 
of his heart's desire in that respect. Some of them fighting for 
education had been fighting mainly for what that Bill gave 
them. When they had been asked what would solve the 
question, he had always said. Cover the country with Council 
schools, give us free schools within reach of every child. State- 
equipped, State-controlled, State-staffed. They demanded it as 
an elementary right, and Mr. McKenna said that they should 
have it in that Bill. He thanked him for the same, and 
because it would settle the point they had demanded — the 
abolition of the Church rate. He had told his children that 
their father had never paid a Church rate, and that he would 
never forgive them if they did. Mr. McKenna had abolished 
Church rates ; he had dug their graves, and it remained for 
him to write their epitaph. He hoped to see the day when the 
Church rate would altogether disappear. He did not dislike 
the new solution as much, perhaps, as Mr. Quttery ; he thought 
they were attacking the problem from the right point of view, 
and he, indeed, thought it was a better Bill than Mr. Birrell's 
was. ' They were told that the Anglican Schools would 
contract out, and that such was the love of the Anglican 
parents for the Catechism that they would willingly — ^nay, 
gladly — ^put their hands in their pockets and support it. He 
did not believe they would, but if he did he would tell the 
Bishop of Manchester and the Archbishop of Canterbury that 
the day the National Church contracted out of the national 
system of education would be the day she would have to abdi- 
cate her claim to be the National Church. She could not play 
his game better than by that. She could not do the Free Church 
movement a greater service. It would hasten the day of her 
own disestablishment more. He hoped the Bill would pass 
through the Lords, and re-echoed the appeal that had been made 
to be unanimous, earnest, and resolute in this matter, not only 
in that building but in the country outside. 

Mr. Robert Whytb, who was the next selected speaker, 
thought it better to give up the time allotted to him to a 
general discussion by the rank and file. 
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Mr. E. W. Perks, M.P., quoting the words of the boy who, 
when asked what was his duty to his neighbour, said, '^ To 
keep my eye on him,'' said that seemed to express the duty of 
Free Church members in Parliament — to keep a sharp eye on 
the contracting-out clauses in this Bill. They contained in 
them the seeds of an interminable educational difficulty, and 
Free Church people must take care lest, while they went in 
this Bill along the lines of a national system of education, they 
were not simultaneously laying the foundation of a vast and 
wealthy endowed system of sectarian instruction which might 
in years to come prove a far more formidable difficulty than 
the one they had now to meet. Therefore he for one would 
make it his special province as a humble supporter of his 
Majesty's Government, as he had always been, to join with 
militant Nonconformists in the House of Commons in keeping 
a vigilant eye on the contracting-out clause. 

Mr. F. Cook (Chorley) moved as an amendment that sub- 
clauses h and d be deleted from the resolution. He thought 
the omission of those sub-clauses would be an improvement 
from an educational standpoint. 

The amendment was seconded by Mr. JAMES MAY (Dford), 
and supported by Mr. B. A. M. Alger (Derby). 

The President said that it was a matter of practical 
impossibility to discuss little details in that assembly, and 
they must, so far as they were concerned, leave those to the 
Committee. 

Mr. Cook : I will withdraw the amendment if the 
Executive will go into the matter again. 

The President : I cannot promise, on behalf of the 
Executive, any alteration, but there will be an examination 
as to whether ^ there is any ambiguity.* 

Mr. Cook expressed himself satisfied with this expression 
and withdrew his amendment. 

The resolution was thereupon put and carried unanimously. 

The morning session then terminated. 



TUESDAY AFTERNOON. 



The Council reassembled at 3 o'clock. After devotional 
exercises, conducted by Rev. J. T. Barkby, the President called 
upon the Rev. Thomas Law, the Secretary, to submit the 
Federation Report. 

• The wording of the sub-clause dy as printed on page 24, has been slightly 
altered in accordance with tiiis promise^ 
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FEDERATION REPORT. 

Mr. Law gave a brief atiminary of the Report, which appears 
as the second section of this volame. He referred especially to 
the work of the ex-President, Dr, Harris, the visitation of " our 
travelling Bishop," Mr. Meyer, and the Missions conducted by 
Gipsy Smith. He expressed a hearty welcome to the new 
Women's Auxiliary, and hoped that more women would be 
elected on to the General Committee of the National Council. 
He felt he must give a word of appreciation to the Secretaries 
all over the country. They had been thoroughly loyal to the 
Central Office. He also wanted t6 say how grateful he was to 
his own staff ; they had been thoroughly loyal and faithful 
from Mr. Hirst downwards. He had, too, to thank the Chair- 
man of the Finance Committee, Sir Joseph Compton-Rickett, 
who had watched with the intensest interest every penny of 
expenditure. The movement was never so solid and consoli- 
dated, and our hopes were never brighter. 

The Rev. F. B. Mbtbb, B.A., moved the adoption of the 
Report. He said he supposed he was asked to move the 
adoption of the Report because he had seen the working of 
the Council from within. He had seen history made, and he 
knew what a disparity there must be between the Report as 
they read it and that great history which was writing itself 
throu^out all their Councils. If he could only imbue men 
with the same enthusiasm as he felt himself towards that great 
piece of machinery, he E^onld count himself well repaid for all 
the [sacrifices he had made for it. He did not think any of 
them estimated the magnificent piece of machinery that €k)d 
Almighty had put into their hands. He was only thankful to 
be able to give ten or fifteen years of his yet vigorous life to 
build up one great breakwater of Free Churdi principle against 
which all the powers of hell still dashed themselves in vain. 
He thought they were beginning to see amidst the mist which 
was rolling slowly away, sometMng of the great proportions of 
that building which it was given to Hugh Price Hughes, Dr. 
Berry, Dr* Mackennal, Rev. Thomas Law, and others to lay 
the foundations of some years ago. There was one thing 
in the Report he would like to allude to. First he might 
mention that the output of money must have been enor- 
mous. What a proof that Report was that a Free Church in a 
free State needed no subsidy but was able to do its work. 
They had caught the marching music of the going forth of 
God ; there was a new spirit in the world ; a revolution was 
passing over them, but there was a new hope, and apparently 
as the doctrinal lost its grip the simplicity of the humanitarian 
side of their Divine Lord's Gospel was coming more and more 
^ tiie front, andioei} were more and more living not for cases 

4 
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but for causes; not to give soup-tickets and blankets, but 
justice ; and thank Ood their Churches were entering into the 
spirit of that grand movement and interpreting it. Surely it 
was true also that they were beginning to distinguish between 
party politics and politics, and that the whole of their minis^ 
ters and leaders were beginning to concern themselves with 
social economics — in the well-being of the neighbourhood or 
the township. He thanked Gtod, too, for the way in which 
their young men and their leading men were now coming 
forth into public office and feeling that they were serving God 
Almighty in that work as much as in preaching the GhDspel. 
Nothing made him gladder than to realise that their unity and 
solidarity was so great that they gave them a unanimous vote 
that morning upon one of the most difficult and critical points 
ever brought before a great audience ; he said that augured 
well for a future great and bright as the promise of Ood. 

Dr. TOWNSEND seconded the adoption of the Report. He 
looked upon that as a new chapter in the history of the Free 
Churches of England. Their solidarity was so thorough that 
to his mind they were now in heart and soul the Free Church 
of England. The new chapter was one romantic as fiction, 
but was as real as truth and was full of attraction, and he was 
sure it ought to be full of charm to every Christian soul. 
Never was there more work done ; and never, he believed, 
was the work better done. Councils were adapting themselves 
to their great calling, and were very earnestly fulfilling it He 
referred to the excellent work of the Rev. F. B. Meyer, and 
also their ex-President, and, speaking of their arduous labours, 
trusted that the Councils would exercise a little mercy in 
dealing with too willing men. There never had been a better 
movement better served than they had been served from the 
first day that Mr. Law took office, for he had worked night and 
day. The women's work to be initiated would give a tremen- 
dous impulse to the Free Church work in the land. The 
Churches had yet to learn the value of the work of women. 
Their teaching power was magnificent, and the preaching 
power of some women was glorious likewise, and in many 
respects there were avenues of usefulness and power open to 
the women of the Free Churches which they were not allowed 
to touch at present. He liked the idea of women being on the 
Executive of every Free Church Council. He would let the 
women take a large share in Church and circuit work through- 
out the entire Free Churches. 

The Rev. ALBERTO Clot, of the Waldensian Church, 
stationed in Sicily, referred to the progress of the Free Church 
movement in Sicily. His greeting to that Conference was, in 
the words of the New Testament, *' Those of Italy salute you." 

The Rev. W. J. PoTTBB (Paddington) desired to emphasise 
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the necessity for full and more comprehensive action on their 
part as a Council with regard to the rating of churches. He 
referred to the action of Paddington Council in this matter, 
and said they must not allow an Act of Parliament to be used 
for the purpose of persecution. Therefore he appealed for 
help, for he heard there was likely to be oppression by other 
rating authorities. He advised them at that meeting if possible 
to determine to form a Committee to consider the question of 
the rating of churches from the Free Churchman's point of view, 
to learn aJl that could be learned, and then enable the matter 
to be fought in a scientific way. No decision was as yet given 
by the Court of Justice in regard to his particular case at Pad- 
dington, but if the judgment went against him, and he were 
compelled to pay poor rate, it spelt ruin for many. As they 
stood heart to heart, let them also stand shoulder to shoulder 
in that fight on behalf of their own liberties and interest. 

The Secrbtary said that the point raised by their friend 
they realised was of great importance, and it Imd been con- 
sidered more or less by their Committee. He suggested that it 
be referred to the Legal Committee of the National Council to 
consider it in all its bearings during the coming year. 

This proposition was unanimously agreed to. 

The Council unanimously adopted the Report. 



TREASURER'S STATEMENT. 

Sir J. COMPTON-RlCKBTT, M.P., D.L., Chairman of the 
Finance Committee of the National Council, submitted the 
Financial Statement, which will be found at the end of this 
volume. He said the accounts showed very little difference 
from those of last year. They had handled about £8,500 as 
income, and that income was not derivable simply from their 
subscribers, but also from the publication account and one or 
two other sources, including soine contributions to the expenses 
from part collections of missions. All that multiform work of 
the Council could be traced back to money, to their subscrip- 
tions, to what they did. He wanted to take them into their 
confidence. He was bound to tell them that at the present 
time they were £800 in debt. He asked them to be associated 
with the officials in that matter, and to feel some kind of 
responsibility for small sums. For their various undertakings 
they must have an enhanced income, and besides that they 
must have a reserve fund. They had not sufficient capital for 
publications and the new work to which they were constantly 
being called, and it was a project of the Committee that they 
should have a reserve fund of £10,000* It was intended to 
form Copunittee^ denominationally for that purpose, and that 
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they would be answerable among themselves for the amount. 
And so as a foundation-stone they had already raised a sum of 
£3,000 by two or three subscribers.* As to ordinary expenses, 
they needed an increased income of nearly £2,000 a year. The 
amount they were getting was a mere handful ; every denomi- 
nation was looking after itself, and forgetting that that great 
community of the denominations required and deserved a 
large amount of help for their united labours. They had a 
staff of between twenty and thirty persons, hundreds of letters 
a day, the organising of thousands of public meetings. National 
Council meetings, Welsh Convention, Missions at home and 
abroad, nearly twenty Committees and sub-Committees con- 
stantly at work. Social Questions Department, the running of 
two magazines, a Mission Van, Legal Department, Continental 
Services, and a whole stream of notes and inquiries which came 
into the office of Mr. Law all day long like one great note of 
interrogation. They had done the best they could with the 
means at their dispo»Bkl, and they were desirous now of extending 
into new fields, acquiring and annexing new provinces. What 
had hurt them to some extent was this : that every new great 
undertaking which was of a temporary character, and which 
required a special fund, such as the Education Campaign, tended 
to draw away from the central fund, and the subscriptions once 
diminished in that way they were not always restored. They 
had, indeed, even been made answerable for the New Theology. 
He emphasised, in conclusion, the necessity for increased 
financial support. 

The Prbsident remarked that the financial question had 
been largely kept in the background, and that had been on 
account of very special circumstances. It was not desirable 
that financial discussion should be a prominent feature in their 
Annual Councils in future. It would be well as quickly as 
possible to put the financial difficulty behind their backs, and 
therefore he very earnestly commended the scheme which had 
been devised by the Committee for providing some capital 
necessary to the working of a large publishing undertaking, 
and a larger income to help them to carry on the work of the 
Council. They were a democratic conmiunity, and he hoped 
their finances would be placed upon a democratic basis. 

The Rev. Jambs Travis, in moving the adoption of the 
Report, said if they knew as much as he did about the time 
and energy and ability which Sir J. Compton-Rickett devoted 
to the finances and the work of that Council, much as they 
esteemed him already, they would esteem him infinitely more. 
As a practical economist he had no hesitation in saying that 
no man could examine and study the vast and many-sided 
working of that great Council and have the least suspicion 
* Mr. Law explained that each Treasurer had giyen £1,000. 
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of any financial extravagance. He was afraid many of them 
did not pay mnch heed to the finances of that Council, especially 
on the income side. They were constantly asking the CouncU 
to take up work, and they imagined that the money would 
come somehow and from somewhere. There were many 
wonderful things at the Memorial Hall, hut there was no 
gold-mine there — ^no mint — and if they had the power of 
imposing rates and taxes that power would not be exercised. 
He would like to see the work of that Council as broadly 
and firmly based upon their pockets as it was upon their 
judgment and aflfections. 

The adoption was seconded by Mr. PERCY BUNTING. He 
said at the inception of a great movement it might be right 
and necessary that a few enthusiasts who were charged by 
Providence with getting the Council up should find the money 
necessary to give it a start. And had they not done it ? It 
was no doubt right that the wealthy persons should give in 
proportion to their means ; but it was quite wrong that the 
rank and file who believed in it should not make their con- 
tributions in fair proportion to their ability. Until the finances 
of that great institution got on to democratic lines, they had 
no guarantee in the future for good government. That Council 
ought to be self -governed, so that the rank and file should have 
the management. They could not do that unless it was 
financed from below. Local work ought to support itself; 
but it ought also to support, on the whole, the central powers, 
and the central powers would never be in proper order so 
long as they were independent of the Council financially. 
He hoped Sir J, Compton-Rickett and the Finance Committee 
would succeed in getting that capital sum together, and also 
in getting a regular and steady income. He believed if those 
responsible for the finances would boldly lay the position 
before the Council they would be able to get a subscription, 
and enough to keep the National Council in full working 
order — ^that would be a far sounder basis, and enable the 
Council to have a free hand in dealing with State matters, as 
well as other public matters, on behalf of the whole of the 
Free Churches of this country. 

The Financial Statement was carried unanimously. 



GIPSY SMITH IN AMERICA. 

Gipsy Smith gave a report on his mission tour in America. 
Dealing at the outset with Boston in the States, he said that 
for years prior to his visit to that city no evangelical campaign 
had been held owing to lack of unity, and even Moody's last 
visit to Boston was not a success. Splendid evangelists 
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operated in the States — ^he would pay that tribute to those 
emissaries of the Gospel — but in Boston they met with small 
success. The mention of the great movement under which 
they were that day assembled was sufficient to assure the initial 
success of his campaign. He had witnessed renunciations of 
sin on the part of ^30 men at one service, and at another service 
over one thousand persons publicly confessed Christ as their 
Saviour. After the Boston success he was afforded every 
facility for reaching the people. They invited him to preach 
at the Chicago University, and they had never had an evangelist 
in the University by invitation before. The 1,400 students 
chose the sermon he preached, and before the service was 
over he saw hundreds of young men and women hold their 
hands up and say, ^' Christ for me.*^ One day in Chicago 
some one rang him up on the telephone and asked, " When are 
you going to preach on the New Theology ? " and he answered, 
" I have not got through with the first yet." When he got 
through with the service at the University somebody suggested 
that he should accept a degree, and he said, "My divinity 
is all sound ; it does not require a doctor." A suggestive 
incident one day was when he saw a crowd of a thousand 
people standing with umbrellas up waiting for his meeting 
to open, and singing " Throw out the life-line." He preached 
in the aggregate to one million people. Of course the American 
people wanted to keep him, but he said he dared not break 
the fellowship with his Free Church Council for any money 
they might offer. Mr. Law made a profound impression in 
America. The American people were delightful to preach to. 
On the Benediction being pronounced they did not rush for 
the doors, but for the preacher, and an informal reception 
had to be held at the close of every service. Their own 
ministers would preach with a greater relish if people came up 
afterwards and said, " It has done us good." More preachers 
died for the want of a little spoiling than died from over 
much. In conclusion, he urged them to preach their Gospel, 
live it and love it, and let it saturate their souls. 

The session closed with the pronouncement of the Bene- 
diction by the President. 
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EVENING SESSION. 

At 7.30 the Council reassembled to hear the Council Sermon. 
This was delivered by the Rev. P. T. Forsyth, M.A., D.D. :— 



CHRIST IN HISTORY. 
By Rev. P. T. Forsyth, M.A., D.D. 

*' Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden.'' — Matt. xi. 28. 
*' Behold, I stand at the door, and knoek.''— Bet. iii. 20. 

On these texts I will venture, if I may, to speak of four things, 
which I will do with an alliteration for which I apologise, and 
yet it may aid the memory : 

I. As to Christ's Person — " Come unto Me." 

II. As to Christ's Public — ^the weary and heavy laden. 

III. As to Christ's Promise — ^the **rest." 

IV. As to Christ's Pressure — ^the knocking at the gate. 
First : In respect of Christ's Person. Of all the great 

preachers and teachers that ever failed the Lord Jesus Christ 
was the greatest. He failed at Capernaum, and He failed at 
Jerusalem. He failed with the Pharisees, and He failed with 
His own — " they all forsook Him and fled." The Cross 
scattered them. It was only the theology of the Cross that 
re-gathered them. It was the Oospel. It was the work of 
the Cross alone that saved His word. It was this Cross, 
with its voucher in the Resurrection, that made His word 
universal. It was this Cross that revealed and crowned Him. 
Both His Person and His work were greater than His words 
could express; greater than any account He could give of 
either, except in the Cross. Men had turned from Him as His 
truth grew more great and inward. They complained they 
could not understand it ; and still He mystified them with His 
parables, refused plain answers to plain questions, and declined 
a straight Yes or No. But as men fell from Him it only 
deepened His intimacy with the Father, and kindled His holy 
joy in the tremendous sense of what He was for Qod, and God 
for Him, and both for the world. 

This call — ^''Come unto Me" — ^floats to us upon the flood- 
tide of His exalted experience ; it is a sacred dithyramb — 
a lyric cry. And yet it is said by some that the words 
were no more than an invitation to come and be taught the 
secret of Jesus ; to take home His doctrine of Qod, to copy 
His religion, imitate His faith, and find in it the mystic peace 
of a communion like His own. But can you easily believe 
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that that was all ? that there was no more than that in His 
mind? A moment before He had spoken of the unique 
relation of His person to the Father, and declared that there 
Was no access to the Father but as He gave it. Can you 
think that in this — the most exalted moment that we know in 
His life — He was but engrossed with religious precepts, and 
not flushed with the endless resource in Himself, to whom 
He had just said all was delivered by the Father ? Was 
there nothing in His consciousness that made Him avoid the 
teacher's common talk about " My word," " My law," " My 
truth," " My way," and made Him say, " I will give you rest " ? 
Is not the only true interpretation of such a call that which 
Paul found— by the mediation of the Cross — ^" Come into Me," 
rather than " Come into My way," or " Come in My wake " ? 
Was John wrong when he translated, ^^ Follow Me " into 
" Abide in Me " ? Did the disciples who came at Christ's 
word not stay for Himself ? Did they not at last find His 
word swamped in Himself? Through all His words, so 
poorly understood. He emerged upon them as the Christ, the 
Son of the living God. Where should we find Christ's vast 
sense and sureness of Himself if not in a moment so ecstatic 
as this ? He was known by the Father when men were lulling 
from Him every day, and decent Capernaum was sinking to 
a deeper hell than wicked Sodom ;' and He knew in the Father 
more than a compensation for all that heart-breaking loss. 
Where but here should He emerge with the vast consciousness 
that in Himself was room for the laden world and strength for 
its failing soul ? Even if the Cross were not in His thought, 
it was the Christ of the Cross that spoke here. It was the 
consciousness at last consummated in the Cross. It w!as the 
Christ with the Cross in Him that here spoke what on 
the Cross He did. The same Soul that redeemed offers here a 
stage, an instalment of the Redemption ; and He could ^eak 
these words only by the selfsame moral power f oir all the world 
as enabled Him to die, and rise, and reign for it. The Cross 
which is for ever knocking solemnly at the world's gate is hwe 
sounding sweetly in the world's ear. 

Secondly : His public. Jesus was growing unpopular. His 
first hope had been in the nation, and to the nation He made 
His first appeal. But the more He had to do with the national 
authorities and the upper classes the more He failed. He 
became, what we should call in another, disillusioned; From 
the influential Israel He turned to its lost sheep. From 
even them He had to turn to the little flock to whom the 
Father had given the Kingdom. Like the old Prophets, He 
was driven back upon a remnant, yea, the remnant of a 
remnant, an elect. But it was no proud elect ; it was the 
nepioi — the blameless fools, the ripe in faith but babes in 
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soul. He tamed to the people, but it wftfi to the pick of 
the people. It was not to Demos — ^not to the crowd, but to 
the godly in it, whose soul thirsted for Israel's salvation and 
found in Judaism no water of life. He turned to those 
who pined for the Kingdom of Ood, but who found at 
Jerusalem only a canonical ring that gagged the Spirit, refused 
the Son, destroyed the Father, and made the hungry children 
(Mrphans. He found at Jerusalem no more than the Catholic 
reformers and Modernists have always found in the curia 
round the Pope at Rome— a bureaucracy which stifles the 
Kingdom. Jesus found the way of God to be not through 
a national Church but through a gathered Church, sifted by 
His word. True, He blessed the public, but it was to an elect 
that He appealed^ and it is through a sympathetic elect that 
He still works. It was in an elect that He found Himself. 
And it is by an elect that He still comes to His own. It 
is a Church that saves th^ world. Sine ecclesia nulla solus. 
His Gospel's principle is a siftii^ principle. His fan is 
always in His hand. His is no uncritical action. He saves 
all men to-morrow by some men to-day. He brings the 
Kingdom by a Church ; and the Church itself He winnows by 
deliberate rejections which are an irony upon much of our 
eflfusive, indiscriminate, impatient propaganda, our getting 
people in, and our passion for voting power. Jesus found His 
hope to be not the people, yet among the people ; He appealed 
not to the common man but to the uncommon saint; to the 
few, the fit, the trustees of the future and of the whole. 

And what does He here say ? Permit some modem para- 
phase : " All things are delivered to Me of the Father." He 
did not here mean power, but knowledge. The word is panta 
paredothe. I am attracted by the suggestion, a very new one, 
that the allusion is to a new and personal paradosis. Parct- 
dosiSy as many of you know, is the usual word for the deposit 
of faith — ^transmitted knowledge, the tradition of the elders, 
paternal doctrine. What Jesus felt given to Him was a paternal 
knowledge of a new kind, a tradition direct from His Father. 
It was unique knowledge of God, but not legal, canonical, 
Talmudic knowledge. Nor was it gnostic or esoteric know- 
ledge. It was not for professionals, nor for illuminati. It was 
the knowledge contained in humble, filial, experimental faith — 
truly religious knowledge — ^yet knowledge, not mere impress 
sion ; knowledge given to the Son, smd not merely to the saint \ 
uniquely given by the only Father to the only Son. 

So He criees being in an ecstasy : ^^ All is clear hetween Me 
and My Father. We perfectly understand each other. And 
I bow and I praise. Men fall from Me and misunderstand 
Me. I am alone, but for the Father with Me. None know 
Me but God ; nay, n(me know God but I, and those kindred 
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and humble souls to whom I open Mine. Even to them it is 
I that give the knowledge. I give it only to the humble and 
obscure like myself — ^the peasant saints. Come to Me, ye 
hungry sheep, that look up and are not fed. I, too, am of 
the still and godly strain. I will refresh you. Take the 
yoke that I will give you, as I take the yoke Gk)d gives Me. 
My own yoke you cannot take, but a yoke from Me you must 
take, for your soul's peace. It is light beside your law. Come 
and find the Kingdom in the Father and the Father in Me. 
Your yoke will be as easy as the Father's will to the Son, and 
your burden like love's whose lightest word is law." 

You see that what was filling Christ's mind at this moment 
was the revelation that it pleased the Father to make through 
Himself to the godly few. He passed by those that had 
the public ear, the cultured, the capable, the eminent, and 
the astute, on the one hand, and the wrecks and rabble of 
life on the other. The Gospel is for these, but His call then 
was not to these. The weary and laden were the hungry souls, 
the faithful, the godly, the holy and humble men of heart, 
the poor in spirit, sick for the Kingdom, but finding none of 
it in the curialism of Jerusalem. It was a call to the prepared, 
not to the failures, bankrupts, and groundlings of life, not 
to the irresponsible, the casual, the sullen, the embittered, 
nor to the mere feckless populace of the time. It was to 
the holy stock : " I, too, am of the simple saints, the gentle 
lives, the humbly good. I am at home among the God-hungry, 
the unworldly, the cottage saints." You are aware that excep- 
tion has been taken to the self-consciousness of Christ's 
description of Himself as meek, because the truly humble 
are the last to know, and certainly to speak, about it. But 
Jesus is not describing Himself here. He is classing Himself. 
He was not surrendering His humility by praising it, but 
He was confessing His affinities. It was not a subjective state 
that He expressed, it was an objective stand : " My yoke is not 
lighter than the world's." How could the Man of the Cross say 
it was ? '' But it is lighter than the scribes', the priests', the 
high eminences and Brahmins of the hour — lighter to the godly 
soul if not to the natural heart." That is the sense of His 
words. I recall a saying of Comte : " We tire of thinking, and 
we tire of working, and we tire of playing, but we do not tire of 
loving." What true lover of Christ ever tired of loving Him ? 
If he cease to love he tires, but he does not tire of loving. 
Christ, therefore, is not contrasting His yoke with the world's 
yoke, but with the Church's. He is not appealing. He is not 
promising, to those who groan and sweat and fardels bear. 
The load was not that of the world and its worries, but the 
load of a false and exacting religion. His call was to the 
religious who were stifled by a wrong religion, not to the 
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non>religioTis crushed under a harsh world. It was a call by 
the elect to the elect. 

Christianity was not bom out of the misery of the proletwiat, 
but out of the hunger and thirst for the Kingdom of the living, 
saving God ; not from the impatience of wrong, but from the 
impatience of godlessness. It thought first not of man's poverty, 
but his lostness. Redemption was the one and ultimate con- 
dition of the race's weal ; and Christ was not a revolutionary, 
but a Redeemer. Christianity did not arise out of the poverty 
either of Judea or of Rome. It was not a mass movement. That 
was the way of all the false Messiahs. It bore upon moral con- 
ditions, not economic, else it would have gone ahead like a fire 
in a forest, and then burned out. Whereas it went slowly, and 
bums still with unquenchable fire. The call was ngt to the 
submerged — ^it v^ras to the emerged ; it was to the half -emerged, 
at least. It was to them, but it vf^isfor the submerged. Christ 
speaks to the Church, but it is for the world. The elect were 
not monopolists, but firstfruits, as they are to this day. What 
they are chosen to be all are called to be, all are destined to be. 
Christianity may or may not be directly for the masses at a 
given hour, but Christians are ; and Christianity will not get to 
the masses till Christians take it. Christianity is a sacramental 
religion. Therefore it must have its holy elements. And the 
sacramental elements of Christianity are sacramental men. 
The true transubstantiation is that of the soul — ^what we call 
conversion. And the converted are still the few. It pleases 
Gk)d to work by an elect in every age, and, therefore, Christianity 
must be as slow as the God who took that way. It must be 
slow if it as going to gather up all ; it must be slow if it be the 
appeal of the Cross to souls that live by something else than the 
pa/nis et circenses — soup and circuses, beer and bets. Christ 
has no word for those whose one idea of life is food and fun 
and a real good time, be they rich or poor, young or old — ^no 
word but judgment, though a judgment unto salvation. It was 
accordingly to a prepared and spiritual Church within the 
Church of Israel that Jesus said, " Come unto Me." He was 
more interested in the purity of His Church than in its prestige. 
And I can hear these words at this moment spoken directly, 
not to the faithless, but to the faithful, and not to the Churches 
even, but to the true Church in them all, not to mere Christians, 
but to true confessors. And that earnest Church hears the call, 
and it moves, in answer, " back to Christ." 

** Back to Christ." We have become familiar with the words 
— ^what do we mean by them ? Back to what Christ ? Back 
to the Christ of this call merely ? To the lone, inviting voice 
(which failed) ? To the exalted vision (so soon to be submerged 
in His soul's night) ? Is it back to the religious Christ or to 
the teaching Christ, the healing Christ, the winsome Christ, 



44 THIRTEENTH NATIONAL COUNCIL. 

to the moral personality which presents to sBSthetic piety a 
harmonious character and a calm repose ? Nay, but it is no 
such balanced figure that we need or find. The €k>spels present 
a choleric Christ as surely as they do a calm, and a Christ <^ 
passion more even than a Christ of peace. The Church must 
surely go back to the Christ that made the Church. And the 
Church was not made by the teaching, the healing, the beautiful 
Christ, but by the evangelical and the crucified Christ and the 
risen Christ, the redeeming Christ in Whom. we possess our 
souls, and to Whom we cannot call our souls our own. We 
must go back to the total Christ. And we must find Him chiefly 
in the one act where His whole personality was condensed and 
straitened at that narrow gate that led to life in the Cross. 
There was the crisis of Him who was the crisis of the World. 
It is in the Cross alone that we have the whole Christ at His 
utmost. It is the Cross that makes the call effectual. Let me 
ask you to watch a noble river pursuing its calm way through 
the uplands, where it gathers power from a thousand mazy 
rills. Follow it foaming in its farther course over fretting 
rocks, or brimming 01:1 many a silent reach, or winding through 
many populous scenes. And then at last, at its mouth, the 
banks rise and close, and the cliffs overhang and shut out 
heaven, and the beetling crags draw together (as Herod ^d 
Pilate shook hands) to bar its passage to the open sea. And 
there is but one outlet, paved with boulders, which is the gorge 
of the dismal night and deadly hate. And through this guK 
of mist and torment the whole volume of the stream has to 
agonise, having on it all the weight of its depth and all the 
power of its past. Only so can it emerge and expand into the 
ocean's space and peace and light. So through the gate and 
agony of death, straitened and darkened, poured the whole 
person of Christ in consummation upon the Cross. And so 
He rose into the ample and eternal life. How can you part 
His death from all His life before ? 

Now, it is to such a Christ that we must return, to a Christ 
who culminated wholly in the Cross. It was such a Christ that 
was latent in every miracle, every parable, every call. It was 
this Christ, radiant with the Cross's victory, that emerged in the 
Resurrection. This is the Christ that now says " Come unto 
Me." This is the call that, as we look back, sounds deepest 
in all His calls — the call from the Cross. This is the call 
that not only invited the Church, but gathered it. It was 
this call that made the Church, when the majesty and beauty 
of our text's ai)peal had been neglected and despised. It 
was this " Come," uttered in death, that saved from futility 
the " Come " spoken in rapture. The call from His deepest 
humiliation did what was not done, and never could have been 
done, by the call from the gleaming height of His intuition. 
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Now to hear and know this is the victory that overcomes 
the world. Bat it is only the few that hear it, even in the 
Church. The Church's greatest triumphs are not gained 
over the world outside the Church, but over the world 
within it. With, these won the rest most follow. The 
world will come into the Church as the Church comes into 
Christ. If we were thus missioned in ourselves we should not 
need to flog up missions to the heathen^ Can the Church carry 
the power of the Cross into the worldly and pagan parts of its 
own soul ? — then we shall soon carry it to the ends of the 
earth. The Cross's conquest of all pagan souls means first its 
eonquest of the whole Christian soul. The real cause of slack 
missions— and let us tell it with perfect and cruel frankness if 
need be — ^is that we ourselves are but half -subdued. The most 
fruitful contribution you can make to the conversion of the 
world is to take your place in the conv^:«ion of the Church. 

Thirdly. Let me say something now about the rest pro- 
mised to those who should come to meet the coming and call 
of Christ. And here I must be quite brief. 

I would point out first that what Christ promises is really re- 
freshment rather than repose. It is not quiescence, it is not calm. 
Calm is not all, though calm is well. It is power, power to go 
on. It is spiritual energy, knowledge, courage, and fortitude. 
The peace of believing is not the repose of gods who lie beside 
the nectar. The arch-believer Paul knew that when he said, 
" Being justified by faith we have peace with God." He means 
confidence ; he does not mean calm. Many of the greatest 
believers Imve known little of calm. Theirs were busy, even 
distracted, lives. But in the midst of conflict and of affairs 
they had always the confidence of a victory already won for 
good and all, which their very best could only follow up. 

People complain sometimes that they have gone to Christ 
and have not found this rest and calm. I am not sure that 
they were promised calm at any special time ; what they were 
promised was power, strength ; and that is what we want. It 
is Gk)d's buwness to dispense calm in His own time. There is 
not much promise about calm, but there is about peace, about 
the rest of the conscience if not the ease of the soul. But, if 
you did not get the rest and peace you sought, was it because 
you were more hungry for the rest than for Christ ? Are there 
not some spiritual l^icureans whose quietism is not super- 
human, but inhuman, unbrotherly, and eicasperating ? There 
sore many who seek in religion, in Christ^rest more than rescue, 
resignation more than o^bedience, and heart-happiness more 
than faith's perfection. I would say to such. Far better people 
than you — even true saints — ^have died and hardly known that 
peaceful and happy frame which you complain that Christ 
denies to your prayers. But if they had not religious rapture, 
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they had faith and confidence and power, and having done all 
they stood ; and you knew where to have them in a crisis, and 
you don't always know where to have the quietist when the 
real crisis arrives. He wants to be kind to the brother when it 
is a case of saving salvation itself to the world. 

Fourthly. I wish to speak about the pressure and the 
presence of Christ. If the call of Christ was to a prepared and 
select people, how can we go with it to the world ? Did He, 
does He, invite the world ? He does, surely, but have I not 
said that it is something much greater than His invitation 
that we have to do with ? The invitation is now in the 
redemption. It is the action of the Cross, where word becomes 
work, work which becomes decisive for the world. It is 
there that the Call becomes a Knock, an urgency, and a 
solemn pressure ; it is there that it goes to the world as its 
destiny. Only in the Cross of Christ does the call become a 
power, only in the Cross does Christianity become universal. 
Only in the Cross does the love of the small, congenial group 
become love of mankind. Only in the preaching of the Cross 
do we pass from the propaganda of a sect to a mission to the 
world. Only in the Cross does the Christian group become a 
Christian Church, disciples become apostles, the words of 
Jesus become the Word of Life, truth becomes power, invita- 
tions become pressures and judgments, and fraternal homilies 
rise to the true preaching of the mighty Gospel. The word of 
Christ would have failed without the Cross, and become but 
the illumination of a Jewish clan. But the work of Christ 
does not fail till it set judgment in the earth. It is in the 
Cross that the winning call becomes the urgent pressure of 
another world upon the life and within the life — a new heaven 
and earth of righteousness. 

The pressure of the Cross is either the world's supreme 
release or its supreme burden. It contains the world's last 
reality. One thing it cannot be — ^it cannot be evaded. It is life 
unto life, or death unto death ; and if it be not the world's life 
it is the world's misfortune. If Christ was wrong He was very 
wrong, and following Him we go further astray. But if He was 
so very wrong His effect on history is not only not salvation, 
it is something like stultification. What a poor thing human 
nature would be to have given in to Him as it has done if He 
was so wrong as wrongness upon His scale must be I 

You may call this pressure of the Cross immanence or 
transcendence, but Christ's action upon the world is now the 
mightiest matter in the world. You may call it the throb of 
an immanent Christ, bursting out of a world made in Him, or 
you may call it the Imock of a transcendent Christ beating in 
upon us from the eternity which is His true home — ^the throb, 
it may be, of His swelling heart within, or the beating of His 
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approaching wings from without. But it is instant in season 
and out. 

1. That knocking at the gate I We think to-day on cosmic 
lines. Let ns interpret it so. Have you considered the urgency, 
the importunity, of the unseen world ? We all know how 
great a fascination it has upon ourselves, and how perennial. 
Have we not buried our dearest dead there ? Have we not 
sent them on there as hostages to wait our coming ? Where 
our treasure is how can it but be that our hearts should be also ? 
And when people talk too scornfully about ** other- worldliness " 
I sometimes wonder how they could if they had already deposited 
half their heart and life there to await the great reunion. Aye, 
and at our birth it is as with our death. Did we not issue from 
that unseen ? And have we not always a great homesickness ? 
Do not our souls go out with our hearts, and move to the great 
Over-Soul with a mighty passion ? If that be so, can you think 
we should go out to that unseen with such curiosity and passion 
if we were not approached first by that unseen, if we were not 
sought by it, if it did not move to us more passionately than 
we to it ? Do we seek our lost yonder more passionately 
than God seeks His lost here ? That unseen world f How 
its waves beat upon us and solicit us ; how it sets towards 
us, sues us, and passionately claims us I In what way do 
you really think about that other world in which this world 
of our is hung ? How do you conceive of our spiritual 
environment ? Do yon picture Time poised in Eternity, 
like a glowing moon wading in a drifting mist? Do you 
imagine the world unseen around us to be an inert thing, dim, 
dun, and ghostly, from which our eager life will shrink as from 
Sheol ? Are we muffled and stifled in such cotton-wool ? Nay, 
but the waves of that infinite sea are always making advances 
to our earthly shores. Its tides flow in upon us at every creek, 
and its currents sweep us and flood us with fulness from afar. 
It is not a lumpish world that is round us, but the seeking love 
of God. " The Father seeketh such to worship Him." It is not 
a world of brooding cloud, of grey inertia, and stifling calm, 
swift apathy, and sheer oblivion, settling down on life like a 
final fog. Nay, that other world does not merely surround 
us. It makes for us, petitions us, clasps us, saves, fulfils, and 
completes us. Look you, this human life of ours, as we know 
it, is no placid, no sluggish thing, is it ? There is a flush and 
thrill, and fir&, and passion in it. It is a mighty matter ; it is 
not flat, stale, and unprofitable. At its worst it is tragedy ; at 
its best it is glory. So, only more so, is the spiritual world, the 
life eternal. Heaven is not pale. The gold of that land is good, 
Dante saw it as an infinite red rose. It is a vivid and eager 
world. It is a cloud of witnesses ; the general assembly and 
Church of the mighty firstborn, who live indeed in Christ, in 
Christ redeeming in blood that speaketh. 
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Yes, for xis that other world is Christ. There is mysticism 
for you — and there is no Christianity without it — Christ Himself 
our other world. And how He seeks us, not to be denied ! 
Did He not bid us be importunate in our prayer ? And did 
He bid us be in that what H^ was not ? Was He, is He not 
importunate for us, besetting, beseeching us with all the 
urgency of eternity? **We pray you, as though Christ did 
beseech you by us, be reconciled." Listen I What a note ! — 
Christ praying to us. Christ is not simply there in case we 
should want Him, like a fire-escape. The world He inhabits is 
not there yawning like a grave to swallow us at last. His 
world is the resurrection and the life. He is there in incessant 
action upon us, striving with us, soliciting, importuning us. 
The whole atmosphere and providence of life is Christ — 
must be, because He is life's destiny. Our destiny must be 
our providence. We were made for Him and His salvation, 
and the true scheme of life is to live out that teleology of 
love. All things work together in Time and in Eternity that 
Christ should have His way with us. It is a tremendous 
pressure upon us that destiny of Redemption. It has all the 
weight of God, and all the sweep of the unseen universe. There 
is no remedy for this world but in that other-worldliness. 
Conscience here could not live but for the conscience there. 
Heart must fail us here but for the heart unfailing there ; and 
hope would fail as here but for the consummation always 
yonder. 

In all that comes and goes He only comes— comes to us as 
the fascination of the future, as the swelling of the present, as 
the impulse from the past. 1l\i% fut/kire comes up like thunder 
upon us ; posterity is at the gate ; the new generation is knock- 
ing at the door ; the new order summoning us to surrender. 
Unheard-of change fills the air. To the ear of faith it is the 
knocking of Christ. Again, the present I — the full heart of the 
present age swells with the sense of lat^it power, the confidence 
of immense victories, and the promise of imminent new 
discovery. It beats faster than the world's heart ever beat 
before, perhaps. It is Christ knocking at the gate. And the 
judgment that comes upon us from the past or the judgment 
we are piling up even in the future — it is still Christ at the 
gate in judgment, but it is a judgment unto salvation. Salvation 
is knocking ever louder at the gate in the long turmoil and 
judgment of history. The throbs of progress are the drums of 
the Kingdom of God. Judgment unto salvation — ^that is the 
principle of the Cross. In Christ the march of history is the 
tramp of the millennium, the arrival of God's man. It is God's 
saving counsel that is the ground-plan of the tvorld and the 
motive power of its course. The design that history hammers 
out is Redemption; that is what all the knocking df eventfi 
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spells out in a cipher. It is the Kingdom of Gk)d that is 
heaving under all the reeling ruin and rubbish of Time. It 
is the imminent might and perpetual resurrection of Christ the 
Crucified that urges and orders all to the heavenly goal. The 
perpetual advent of Christ is the mightiest fact to-day, whether 
we feel it or not. 

Is it not so ? Who is to have the last word in human afi^irs 
at the great close ? Do we not all believe that it is Jesus 
Christ, the King of saints, that shall judge the world ? Well, 
if that faith be true it means more. If Christ is to have the last 
word then^ does it not mean that He has the deepest, mightiest 
word rurvo'l What shall be at the end of history then is the 
thing at the bottom of history now. I hear the cynic laugh at 
my liietoric as he looks at the society and politics of Europe. 
But I hear loud above that the laugh of Him whose rhetoric is 
all the fine, majestic ordinances of earth and sky, as He sits in 
heaven and laughs ; and at the cynics He laughs most of all 
with an irony that makes but rhetoric of theirs — ^with the 
eternal irony of the imperturbable redemption. 

You tell the boy whose sand-castle has been covered and 
crumbled by the sea at noon that the moon has done it, and he 
mocks you for your silly attempt to amuse him. But it is 
his Ignorance. You know the cause of the tides ; he does not. 
Just such children are those who feel mocked to be told that it 
is the action of Christ from heaven that controls the great tides 
in the affairs of men, and bring civilisations to sand or floats 
them to glory, according as they thwart or meet the conditions 
of GM's eternal, holy righteousness in the Cross. 

2. I will venture to put it differently. We think to-day not 
only on cosmic, but on social lines. Belief in the social future 
is the inspiration of all but the most incorrigible pessimists. 
And it means belief in progress, in development, in democracy. 
Ah ! you say ; now we are coming down from abstractions 
and coming to things real and actual. Progress, democracy — 
these things touch us. These things touch you ! What theorists 
you are ! What abstractions you pursue ! When will you 
come to realities ? Progress — ^was there ever a more abstract 
abstraction ? Development — ^what better is that ? The words 
stand at best for modes, not for things. They are methods, 
tendencies, which we believe we have observed, in which we 
pursnade ourselves to believe. Democracy itself — what is it 
but an abstraction ? At most a stage, the latest stage, of 
Society ; it is but man in a phase. Taken by itself it may 
easily enough fade into another phase, as the Socialists say 
it is now doing. But mankind in its true self is^the King- 
dom of God. But these abstractions really and practically mean 
more than they seem. When we say we believe in progress, 
to any ptactical purpose, what we really believe in is yioX pro- 
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gres8, but sometliing that progresses, something that progress 
realises, something it moves to, the go^ of it eternally set in your 
heart. Our- belief in development is belief in something that 
develops. If I believe in the growth of my child, I believe still 
more in the child that grows, in the life and the possibilities and 
purposes embedded in the life. If we trust democracy, it is really 
in Demos and its possibilities that we trust. And why should 
we trust the Demos ? Is it for the men we see ? Alas for the 
best of us I What is within and behind it all ? Beneath all 
our ardours, enthusiasms, platforms, causes, and sacrifices, is 
there not this faith — ^that it is worth the while, divinely worth, 
while — worth Gtod's while, and, therefore, alone, worth manV 
while at last ? The enthusiasm of Humanity can only rest at last 
upon another and a deeper faith, upon the faith that the world 
and man are so built that moral salvation, in some form, is the 
plan of the universe ; that it is cosmic. We believe, at bottom, 
that the victory of the holy conscience on a world scale is sure 
and certain — give it time ; that the triumph of the soul is in 
principle won ; that the ethical man and the ethical state have 
the reversion of the future ; that heart, reason, and conscience 
are destined to rule for ever over all. That incorrigible op- 
timism — in a word, is it not the faith that, though the world 
lay in wickedness, God is holy, God is love, God is grace, God 
is endless power for the purposes of His grace ; that the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth ; that the destiny of history is a fore- 
gone conclusion in Christ ; and that in the high, spiritual places 
all is well ? We have the faith that history in its movement is 
the working out of man's conquest by this God, and this God's 
man, and God is steadily working this out by a teleology 
immanent and irresistible. 

I have been using the language of Christian faith, but have 
I not been describing the faith that underlies all sound, 
practical, and permanent optimism, all high and indomitable 
Idealism, even when Christian theology would be challenged 
or denied ? When I speak about an immanent teleol(^;y in 
things, I am only using an idea which has been a philosophical 
commonplace ever since the days of Kant. How is it possible 
to be a confirmed and practical optimist without the faith that 
your effort works in with a mightier drift of things, which 
will not foil you, or mock you, and will not let you go .^ We 
must in our hearts believe in a world saturated with moral 
purpose, and not a brute or casual world — 

" That blindlv blundered on man's suffering soul, 
And leaves him blind about its final goal." 

We have a goal for our world, and that goal is Christ. It 
is this optimism that is tl^e f ua<}amei|tal truth in denaocracy, 
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And it is the root also of oar wholesome conservatism and 
aristocracy. In moving to a future we are exploiting a past. We 
are unfolding a gift, and not merely pressing to a goal. We 
are developing our estate, and not merely fighting for the land. 
We are coming to a future which has already come to us in 
Christ. Democracy is but a half-truth. It must have a King. 
Aristocracy is just as true and as needful. It builds on an 
authority in things no less than democracy builds on an 
eqiuiUty. The free personality of democracy is only possible 
under a free authority. The free soul is only possible in a free 
King. Do we not all believe in the rightful authority of a 
moral aristocracy ? Do we not look forward to the conversion 
of the existing aristocracy to a real rule of the best ? There 
must always be a House of Moral Lords. There must always 
be leaders and led, prophets and people, apostles and members, 
genius and its circle, an elect and a called. Ah I our democratic 
and aristocratic principles are both deep in the foundations of 
our Christian faith. 

But how are we to make people believe all this irresistible 
redemption in things ? Can a saving moral faith live on a mere 
moral intuition ? Can we go to a man like Tolstoi ? For a 
man like him, perhaps, that may be enough. But even he is 
the victim of a very eccentric individualism, ending in anarchy, 
however noble. Can the mere insight of conscience, mere ethical 
genius, confirm the world in this mighty optimism, and assure 
you that the glorious end is so sure as to be already with us 
as our mighty creative centre, that the future Kingdom is the 
most irresistible of present powers ? How shall you know that 
the drums of the advancing future are the beating of the 
Eternal heart ? How shall you be sure that they are not the 
throbs of a human egotism swelled and inflamed ? It is only 
by our faith that it is God in Christ that stands at our door and 
knocks. It is " Christ in you, the hope of glory." He is with 
us and departs not. The Redeemer's Cross is our yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever. The stir is the throb of its immanence. 
It is the immanence of the Creator's moral purpose and not 
His mere presence ; which for faith is a secondary matter. It 
is the immanence of Redemption and a Redeemer ; not the 
mere monistic immanence of a substance or an energy, which, 
of course, is as real in the sin as in the Saviour. 

I know what you are ready to do— to confront me with the 
irony of existing Christendom. But you may heap up the 
crimes of the past, and even of the Church. You may accumu- 
late before my eyes the wrongs, anomalies, and miseries of the 
present. You may charge the civilisation of Europe after these 
two millenniums of Christianity with being little but a ven^red 
paganism. It may all be too true. But it to not Christendom 
th£^t is tl^ reiigfiop of Christians. It }ff i^ Gospel. It is not 
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Christaans that make the evidenoe of Christianity, it is Christ* 
Christ is the one apologetic. Have we this Christ? We 
oertainly have the Church — ^have we this Christ? Yea, we 
have thds Christ, else we were no Church. 

When all is said and done there is nothing upon earth ontside 
the Church to cure the Church's anomalies, negligences, and 
ignorances. He alone can cure the Church whose forgiveness 
made the Church. It cannot be reformed from without. The 
worst errors of the saints are not to be set right by the critics 
and cynics of the world, nor by any who imitate them within 
the Chnrch. It is only the Church of faith that can reform the 
Church of fact. It is only its own Master that can make it a 
true servant. Only its own truth can make its witness true. 
Let us by all means amend where we are vulnerable to the 
critics without. Let us take them as the prophet took pagan 
Cyrus, as servants of God for a purpose. But let us criticise 
them with their own vigour. We owe them little. They do not 
handle us as if they loved us. But the last critical word is 
with us. Say that, and take all the insults you may receive for 
saying it. Know ye not, or do you no more believe, that the 
saints shall judge the world ? Is that but a first-century 
superstition, or the eternal principle of the final victory of 
righteousness as holiness ? Let us amend our procedure at 
due call. Let us be wise as serpents, and let us make our 
adversary our helper. But when it comes to reforming the 
Church — no outside criticism can do that ; it can only correct. 
The severest criticism, and the most effectual, the most re- 
forming, that the Church has to encounter, is from within. It 
is sympathetic criticism. The Judge is at the door, and the 
Judge is on our side. He knocks that He may come in and 
sup. The Church's sharpest critic is its Creator and Redeemer. 
No critic from the world knows our really weak places and 
probes them like that Critic who never leaves nor forsakes us ; 
because if He did the Church would cease to be a Church. We 
have no critic in the spirit of the world so searching as the 
Holy Spirit in the Church, only give Him orbits long enough 
to move in. We have none so subtle, so piercing, such a sword 
in our bones. Ask History. What is the greatest movement 
that ever arose in the Church since its foundation ? Is it not 
the Reformation ? And the Reformation was no product of 
the Renaissance. It was no purgation of the Church by culture 
from without, but a mighty effort of self-criticism from within. 
It was the Church reforming the Church and its faith. It was 
the reformation of faith, of religion, more, even, than of the 
Church. It was the Lord with His fan cleansing His floor. 
The criticism by the world is the merest gossip compared with 
the searching judgment in what the Spirit says to the Churches. 
Christ is always doing more for the Church than the Church i(S| 
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doing for Him — though it is onr misfortime to-day to be more 
preoccupied with our work for Him than with His for us. 
Do not let us attach too much importance to the opinion of 
critics who are too disgusted with the Church to remain in it or 
of it. What have we to learn, to any practical purpose, from 
a literary critic who protests, with all the moral levity of the 
litterateur^ against ** the untruth that evangelical religion is 
a wholesome, or valuable, or desirable adjunct to human life ? " 
It is easy to find a plausible answer to life if you thin down the 
problem ; but to deny the problem is too foppish an answer. 
The worst heresy is quackery. These people are symptoms we 
should heed, but they are not prophets we should hear. 
Remember that the Church is most open to the attack and 
hate of the world not in its weakness but in its strength. The 
absurdest thing about the Church is its Cross. The offence 
of the Cross is not ceased ; it is still a scandal to the natural 
man and the bland humanist. 

Amid all the errors, obscurantisms, perils, and confusions of 
the Church, this Voice comes with no mere humanitarian 
appeal, yet with all humanity and its fortunes in its charge. 
Amid all that grieves us in the Church we have a sure strong* 
hold : and it is the real presence, the real call, the real 
knock, the self-announcement of Christ in the Church's 
deep central experience of Him, and His control of its life. 
Oh, it is not the leaders of the Church that lead it, but its 
Lord. It is not its statesmen that steer it, but the Spirit. 
It is not the eminent Christians that preserve it, but the saints 
whose faith is more heavenly than it is lawful to utter, or 
whose prayers are too deep for their own tears or the public 
ears. It is they to whom Christ whispers. The rest may 
reason and welcome, but it is these fools that know. Over 
all the waves without, and all the broils within, there is one 
Voice with the rallying secret, the ruling spell, the piercing 
judgment, the saving grace, and the calming power. "Come 
unto Me," " Turn ye to My stronghold, ye prisoners of 
hope." And to men long weary of political, dynastic, insti- 
tutional Churches, Christ calls "Come unto Me." And we 
follow the Voice. We dissociate the imperial Churches, the 
curialist Churches, the State Churches, the worldly Churches, 
the merely sectarian Churches, from the unworldly, super- 
human Christ. We turn from those Churches whose officers 
invade the offices of Christ, whose machinery crushes the 
soul's life, and whose steam-power quenches the Spirit's 
power. They may fade, but He endures. And He endures 
not to shatter them but to regenerate them. A Church He 
must have and will have, and a creed also ; but they mudt 
be His own. He must rule in His own House, and He 
must put His own servants in their proper place, and their 
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place is to make place for Him. It is to give free access 
to His great grace, His urgent coming, and His engaging 
call. 

<* Had I the grace to win the graoe 
Of some old man complete in lore, 
My face would worship at his feet, 
Like childhood sitting on the floor. 

Had I the graoe to win the graoe 

Of childhood sitting shy, apart, 
The child should find a nearer place, 

And teach me resting in my heart. 

Had I the grace to win the graoe 

Of maiden living all above. 
My soul would trample down the base, 

That she might have a man to love. 

A grace I have no grace to win 

Knocks now at my half-open door, 
Lord of Glory, come Thou in, 

Thy grace divine is all and more." 

— Come, Lord Jesus, oh come — quickly. 
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WEDNESDAY. 



MORNING SESSION. 

The Council reassembled at 9 o'clock. The opening devo- 
tions were conducted by Rev. J. E. Harlow, and the Rev. J. S. 
Simon preached the following sermon : — 



THE GREAT HOUSE OP THE LORD. 
By Rev. J. S. SmoN. 

(President of the Wesleyan Conference.) 

" Nevertheless the fotmdation of God standeth sore, having this seal, The 
Lord knoweth them that are His. And, Let every one that nametih the name 
of Christ depart from iniquity. But in a great house there are not only vessels 
of gold and of silver, hut also of wood and of earth ; and some to honour, and 
some to dishonour. If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be 
a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared 
unto every good work." — 2 Tim. ii. 19-21. 

You will remember that the closing pages of the Bible are 
made glorious with a vision of the New Jerusalem, that is, 
a vision of the perfected Christian Church ; and that that vision 
was seen by St. John from the heights of a great mountain. 
I am never surprised to hear that men see wonderful things 
from the heights of the mountains. Those of us who dwell in 
the flats and plains of life know very little of the beauty of 
the Divine Artist's work in this world ; but when we ascend the 
slopes of the hills — ^then we see the visions of glory. 

Are you not surprised, however, to find that a similar vision 
appeared to St. Paul, when he was in his prison-house at Rome ? 
In that narrow, dark prison he looked out and saw God's great 
house — the New Jerusalem, the perfected Christian Church. 
The eye sees what it brings the power to see. The eyes of 
the heart have a wonderful way of seeing in the midst of 
darkness, seeing the great vision — seeing into the glory 
of the infinite. That which we have to do this morning is to 
pray that God may give us power to see, that we may look 
upon the great house of the Lord, the foundation of God 
which, in the midst of this world's storms, stands sure. 

I want us to see the vision that appeared, then, to St. Paul. 



56 rmitTEEMTB NATIONAL QOUNCIL, 

First of all, I want to see what he saw in the exterior of this 
great house ; then I wish us to climb the marble stairway, 
and gaze upon the front of the building, and read the 
inscriptions written thereon ; and then, if we have time, I 
want us to touch the door, and open it and go into the 
banqueting-hall, and learn the lesson he learnt concerning 
the vessels of honour in the house of the King. 

And, first of all, I want us to gather the impression that was 
produced upon St» Paul when he looked upon the great house 
of the Lord. I suppose we know that houses have character, 
and that they speak just as men speak. Sometimes in 
wandering through rural neighbourhoods I have checked my 
steps in front of some lovely old house, with its gables grey 
with years, standing in the midst of its elm trees, and I have 
said to myself, "A great man built that house, great events 
occurred there," and inquiry has led to the confirmation of 
my suspicion. A great man built it, it has stood the storm, 
it has passed through great experiences. Now, when St. Paul 
looked upon the house of the Lord he said it was a great house, 
and had been built by a mighty Workman ; that it had stood 
steadfast in the midst of all the turmoils of time, and that is 
the impression that ought to be produced upon us when we 
gaze upon the Christian Church. 

There was a reason why the Apostle comforted himself with 
the thought of the stea<Uastness of the Church — ^because the 
storm was blowing. The word " nevertheless " in the text is 
the storm cone, the signal hoisted that tells of the hurricane. 
And the Apostle, thinking of the turmoils of the time, revelled 
in the steadfastness of Christ's Church, I think I can in a few 
sentences set before you the direction of this storm and some 
of its characteristics. It was a storm that assailed the founda- 
tions of the Christian Creed. I think you will remember that 
the Apostle had not a very large creed — I am always afraid of 
a man who has. And I am afraid of it because I know he has 
added very much to the original creed of Christendom himself; 
he has added his own convictions, and, worse still, his own 
opinions. And God has not guaranteed that our opinions con- 
cerning religion shall last ; but He has guaranteed that religion 
shall last : '^ The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the word 
of the Lord endureth for ever." I.say that the Apostle had not 
a very large creed, but he had got it from the very best source. 
After his conversion he did something that I should like all 
converted people to do ; he went away for a time to think 
about the great change that had come to him. We are told 
that he went into Arabia, and it is supposed for many months 
he thought out the great questions of religion in the wilder- 
ness there, amongst the peaks of Sinai. And there, very 
likely, in some quiet eventide a gentle Presence was mani- 
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feeted before him, and he was told what he had to teach. 
What would we give if we could receive our Gospel from such 
lips, from vital, intimate companionship wiUi the great 
Teach^« Amongst the doctrines that he had to teach, and 
which were " delivered to him," as he says, " by Jesus Cluist," 
was the doctrine of the Resurrection. Well, the doctrine came 
with the speaker — did it not ? — ^f or the reason that Jesus was his 
teacher. And so he says to Timothy, ''^Remember Jesus 
Christ was raised from the dead, according to my Gk)6peL* 
Preach that constantly." He did preach it ; it became the great 
doctrine that he declared to the people. And you know his 
wonderful funeral march in that First Epistle to the 
Corinthians ; you know how he has set our feet to music as 
we go to the grave, and has put upon our lips the great song : 

**0 Grave! where is thy victory? 
Death! where is thy sting?'' 

This great doctrine, and the doctrines of Jesus Christ involv- 
ing the fact of the resurrection of the individual Christian — ^he 
stood by that when that doctrine was being assailed. There 
were two men in the Church whose names have survived. Do 
you ever feel in the pitifulness of your heart the wish that 
their names had not been recorded? Why should all the 
wrecks upon the sands of time have their names unobliterated 
if I am to go down and mine be forgotten ? The man who 
does mischief in the Church ; it is kind of time that throws 
a veil over him and he is forgotten. But here are two men 
who did so much mischief — Hymenaeus and Philetus. They 
were idealists ; they said the resurrection was past already ; 
that the only resurrection was the resurrection from the death 
of sin to the life of righteousness ; all other resurrections were 
a vain hope, and a delusion. Do you notice the mischief that 
is done by a half-truth ? More mischief is done in the Church 

^y half-truths than by any other form of error. Why ? 

because the men who have to fight the error — if they are 
broad-minded men — are conscious of the half-truth, and it is 
so difficult to denounce a thing that is half true. If you have 
a thing completely wrong, well, we have such stores of energy 
in the Free Church Council that we can deal witii it ; but 
when a thing is half-true our hand is lamed. It is quite true 
that resurrection from the death of sin to the life of right- 
eousness, quite true; but then the other is not untrue; and 
the Apostle stood there and said, ^^ We must have the whole 
truth. Jesus is risen from the dead, and if He is risen He said, 
' because I live ye shall live also.' " We must hold on to that, 
And so the storm blew, and the Apostle said, '* Nevertheless, 
the foimdation stands." Brethren, it does. Whatever stomas 
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may blow the foundation stands. But may I teach you a 
lesson — if I may so far presume? One of the most extra- 
ordinary facts in connection with the Christian Church is its 
liability to panic. I have lived through several panics, and 
I still do live. I lived through the panic that arose in England 
years and years ago, when a great dignitary discovered that 
there were mathematical difficulties in the Pentateuch. I 
lived through the panic of the writing of that book, " Super- 
natural Religion," which was going to pulverise Christianity. 
A^d the Bishop of Durham — all honour to the men who have 
fought these great battles — he pulverised the book. And I have 
lived through a recent panic. " Nevertheless, the foundation 
standeth," and if you will only have the calmness and quiet- 
ness of St. Paul, you will be able to look beyond the edge of 
the storm, and see the summer land in which the King of 
Peace leads His own. 

Secondly, I want you to pass upward and look upon these 
inscriptions, but only a few sentences, because time is my 
difficulty this morning. 

" The Lord knoweth them that are His." What does that 
mean ? Is that a severe sentence spoken in reference to 
persons who are disturbed in mind and in their creed, a severe 
sentence that says, "God's eyes are upon you, and unless 
your faith is steadfast, you are none of His " ? Does it say 
that ? No. It speaks in such beauty and with such s^inpathy 
— Oh, there is no place like Heaven for sympathy — God is 
very kind to us, and He looks upon us in our confusions And 
He says to us, '* You ought to have believed steadfastly, but 
you are Mine." Do you know, my dear friends, that there 
are a great many people to whom God says that, to whom you 
never say that? And one of the greatest surprises will be, 
as has already been remarked, to find so many people there 
that we never expected to meet. I sympathise with storm- 
tossed men, with men in trouble, especially in trouble of mind 
about religion. I listened to a popular preacher the other day.^ 
I always like to hear popular preachers, and the reason is 
because they say so many things that I don't believe. And 
this popular preacher said that nowhere in the Bible will you 
find any sympathy with doubt. Oh, I thought, what does St, 
Jude say ? " Have mercy on those who are in doubt " ; and if 
the Christian Church had remembered that, there would be 
some men in the Christian Church to-day who are outside. 
And if our heart sympathises with them, that is only just a 
little thrill and throb of the great passion of the Father for 
all those who are wandering in darkness but who have their 
faces turned towards Him. Read your inscription of gold. 

Will you read your inscription of iron ? It is this : " Let 
every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from ini- 
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quity." Yes — let ns have great sympathy with doubt, and 
hesitation, and becloudment of mind, but a very stem voice 
for all iniquity. We must have a pure Church. I can do 
with men who differ from me concerning opinion in religion. 
I should have some doubts if a great many people did not 
differ from me. I hate stereotyped opinions that only just 
depend upon a man's whims and fancies and half-inquiries ; 
but on this question of morals we must be stem. I say to my 
people that the greatest difficulties we have in fighting the 
battle of Christianity amongst working men is this — the 
inconsistency of Christian people. We can fight the intellectual 
battle ; I am not afraid of it, and there are some of us who 
rather like it ; but I don't like that other battle, when they 
are able to say : " Oh, that is your principal Church officer, is it ? 
He is not fit for it." I don't like that. Here is the great cry 
that must ring through our Churches : " Let every one that 
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity." 

Thirdly. But now we must get inside, if you please. Go 
into the banqueting-hall. Look I See I It is ready for the 
King. You see the vessels of gold and silver on the tables ; do 
you see especially the goblet that is there, in that place where 
the King is to sit ? The vessels of silver and gold as they 
stand upon the festal table seem to suggest one question to me. 
It is the question I want to leave with you in closing. It is. 
How may I be a vessel of honour in the house of the Lord ? 
Now, St. Paul never puts a question without assisting us to 
answer it. What does he say ? He says, " If a man therefore 
purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour." 
And it is supposed that the reference there is to such men as 
Hymenseus and Philetus — that you have to separate yourselves 
from these men if you would aim at the very highest dis- 
tinction in the Christian Church. You know what is meant 
by that. It does not mean that we shall ostracise a man who 
differs from us in opinion ; I do not very much believe in that 
kind of separation. If some of us who have had difficulties in 
religion had been cast out of the Church, I wonder how many 
preachers you would have had for your meeting of the Free 
Church Council. But there are men who have been patient 
with us, and given us time to get round and see things clearly ; 
and now, through the pitifulness and kindness of human 
companionship, we are out in the light standing in the 
unblurred noontide of Christian belief. So I am not going to 
say, As soon as a man gets wrong in his creed have nothing 
to do with him ; cast him out. It is better to help him than 
to excommunicate him. But, says the apostle, ^'if a man 
purge himself from these." We have light upon the character 
of one of these men who troubled the early Church. He made 
" shipwreck of faith and of a good conscience." When a man 
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goes wrong both in creed and morals it is very dangerous 
indeed to intimately aBsociate with him. If you are going to 
aim at distinction I should say make your most intimate 
companions those who are, at any rate, a little better than 
yourselves. It might be a little difficult for you to find them, 
but be diligent in your search, and make your chief friends the 
men who lift you up ; and don't make a friend of a man who 
is always running you down. If I was speaking to young men 
— ^they have been my clients for forty-five years — I should say. 
Have nothing to do with those men who tell you those 
anecdotes they pick up in the smoke-rooms of hotels — unclean ; 
have nothing to do with a man who besmirches the name of a 
woman. If you want to be honoui'able in the Church, " purge 
yourself from these." 

But that is not all. In closing may I say that a policy of 
isolation is never a policy that leads a man to great mora} 
distinction ? Continuing my line of thought, it is companion- 
ship, and the highest companionship. If you want to be a 
vessel of honour in the Church of God — and I am thankful for 
this opportunity of addressing you, representing so many 
Churches in this country — if you want to be a vessel of honour 
in the house of God get very near to your Master. I look upon 
that banqueting-hall and see vessels here and there, and no 
human hands will touch them. But yonder—over there where 
the King must sit — I see a goblet there, and I know a Divine 
hand is going to touch it. Why ? Because it is so near the hand 
of the King ; He has only to let His hand fall down and He 
touches the vessel of honour to be used by Him. 

My dear brethren, are you honouring the King ? The 
sentence burning in my mind just now is one that was read at 
family prayers in Plymouth ; it got right hold of me, and has 
been haunting me. It is that sentence in the sixth chapter of 
St. John which tells us if we behold the Son and believe on 
Him we have everlasting life, and we are to be raised up at the 
l^st day. Now, I think that is the gospel ; that is Christian 
truth. It is possible for us, I know, to believe on Him without 
beholding Him ; I know that. But is it not very much better 
to believe and behold ; to behold and believe because He is our 
daily Companion and our Friend ; never going to business 
without Him, or being at home without Him, or in the church 
without Him ? Beholding — believing ; believing — beholding ; 
our life absorbed in the practice of the presence of Christ. 
That is the way to become a vessel of honour ; I know no 
other way. And may God grant that in the great day, when 
we shall see His face, we shall see the face of a familiar Friend, 
that has been with us always, " even to the end of the World." 

The Council passed to the consideration of the questio n of 
*' Christianity and Modem Economic Problems." 
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CHRISTIANITY AND MODERN ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. 

i. labour and religion. 

By Arthur Henderson, M.P. 

It can be said with a great amount of assurance that we liye 
in an era when old customs, conditions, and methods of thought 
are constantly being superseded, and that nowhere has the 
necessity for readjustment been more marked than in the world 
of economics. Consequently, a vast and welcome change has 
taken place in the attitude of economists towards ethical 
questions. This change was inevitable, in view of the gradual 
development of social consciousness, coincident with a growing 
knowledge of the presence in the State of wealth of great 
magnitude on the one hand, with desperate and hopeless poverty 
on the other. Another contributing factor has been the awaken- 
ing of Democracy to the powers it possesses, and the possibility 
of using those powers wisely in the direction of economic 
freedom. Thus we find, to a much larger degree than ever 
. before, a genuine desire to learn the best way to influence the 
application of social science to the promotion of human well- 
being, rather than for self-interest. 

Then those magnificent organisations, the Trade Unions, with 
their long chapter of beneficent work, have* demonstrated that 
the combination of Labour is proper and legitimate. But in 
spite of the efforts of these Unions, we are faced with the stem 
^ct that the condition of the wage-earners, as a whole, has 
not improved in anything like the same proportion as the 
nation's wealth, which advanced from £814,000,000 in 1867, to 
£1,800,000,000 in. 1907. During this period we witnessed an 
unparalleled expansion of industry, accompanied by discoveries 
in science that were almost startling, and yet it must be said that 
the position of the wage-earners is in many respects worse, for 
they are now subjected to increased industrial pressure and are 
much more liable to compulsory unemployment. Though the 
fruits of Labour in the aggregate are so much greater, they are 
directed by our competitive system, in an altogether dispro- 
portionate share, into the hands of the few, giving them 
unprecedented fortunes, but at the same time condemning the 
majority of the people to the terrible reality of the other 
extreme. 

It cannot, therefore, be a matter for surprise that we are 
witnessing a growing dissatisfaction with social conditions and 
a deepening conviction that economic law is faulty in its 
application, or otherwise such maiised inequalities could not 
^xist. > It wtfttld, moreover, be idle to ^iiy tiiat in recent years 
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there has been manifested a tendency on the part of a section 
of the workers to go in the direction of a more idealistic condi- 
tion of things. This was only to be expected. Many of them 
have contemplated the possibility of bringing about a state of 
society in which, if there was not uniformity, there might at 
least be much less sharply defined extremes. Thus a new spirit 
of hope, of enthusiasm, and of energy has been moving them 
to sympathy and determination in promoting the good of their 
fellows. The sober, intelligent, and thoughtful section of the 
wage-earners are giving evidence of their determination to be 
no longer satisfied with being tolerated as wealth-producing 
instruments, to be discarded at the arbitrary dictation of a 
system of political economy or through the rigid application of 
the law of supply and demand. The toilers are of opinion that 
they, in common justice, must be permitted to share in a larger 
measure the bounty of nature and to enjoy to a greater degree 
the fruits of service and devotion which they have contributed 
to the nation's wealth. 

With a strong faith in the justice of their demand for economic 
freedom and social betterment and in order to give articulate 
expression to these legitimate desires, they have found it 
essential to create a new political force. Just as the combination 
of Labour, in the form of Trade Unions, was the outcome of 
the cruel industrial conditions at the opening of the nineteenth 
century, so the Labour Party is the expression of the new 
consciousness regarding economic wrong and social injustice of 
more recent times. To conclude, as some people have done, 
that this new power in political life is a novelty occasioned by 
a temporary aberration of mind on the part of the wage-earners, 
is to admit a lack of knowledge of democratic tendency. The 
victories of the General Election were but the great climax, 
the corner-stone, of all the propagandist effort and sacrifice of 
years. In fact, the election simply proved a favom-able oppor^ 
tunity for the workers to interpret their ideas and aspirations 
politically. 

Now that it begins to dawn upoii politicians and others that 
Labour has higher and more comprehensive functions to dis- 
charge than the protection of inmiediate trade interests, it is 
subject to gross misrepresentation and malignant abuse. When 
in the past it merely endeavoured to adjust the difficulties 
between employers and employees, it was tolerated. But now 
that its wider outlook is realised, and it becomes known that it 
aims at securing justice for the poor and deliverance for the 
oppressed by applying our great wealth for the purposes of 
social reconstruction and for the benefit of the people as a 
whole, it must be vehementl'y opposed. The attack upon the 
Labour citadel takes a variety of forms, both rearward and 
frontal. Many of these we cannot even notice in a paper 
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to which so limited a time is allotted.^ We shall, therefore, 
proceed to consider the most aggravated and unjust, yet most 
popular, forms of the attack. It is deliberately and coolly 
asserted that the programme of the party involves the abrogation 
of the moral law by denying the rights of private property, by* 
disregarding the purity of family life, and by seeking to bring 
about the destruction of the Christian religion. We assert in 
the most emphatic terms that not one of these assertions is 
justified by the full facts of the case. 

Already we have admitted that Labour stands for the legiti- 
mate substitution of co-operation for competition, of collectivism 
for monopoly. We are not without illustration that this has 
already been accomplished in a restricted form in this country. 
We have the civic or collective ownership of gas, water, 
electricity, tramways, baths, wash-houses, art galleries, asylums, 
hospitals, and parks. We have our State postal department, 
our dockyards, arsenals, and factories. In the gradual develop- 
ment of this policy of public ownership, nationally or locally, 
have we ever heard of the rights of property being illegitimately 
annulled ? If we were to admit, for the sake of argument, the 
possibility of some encroachment upon artificial and unnatural 
barriers to progress — ^as many of the supposed rights of property 
really are — surely the moral right to live is as high as the 
doubtful rights of much of the private ownership in land and 
minerals. It is obvious to the Labour Party, as it must be to 
every student of social progress, that the rigid application of 
the philosophy of individualism is largely responsible for the 
struggle of life, and that it must necessarily be relaxed, if 
not superseded, if betterment of a permanent character is to be 
secured. 

But further, for any one to suggest that the Labour Party is 
bent upon destroying the sanctity of family life is, to say the 
least of it, bordering on the ridiculous. We desire so to alter 
the condition of the people that they may be able to regard 
their homes as sacred. Why do we persist in our demands for 
better housing, except to assist in purifying home life ? Why 
do we desire economic freedom for the fathers and brothers, 
only that they may assist the mothers and the children the 
better to resist the struggle for life by being better clothed and 
better fed ? We desire to protect the women and children 
from slums, overcrowding, insanitary dwellings. Far too long 
in our opinion have the homes of the poor been sacrificed to the 
greed of gain. Wealth has been amassed to the terrible sacrifice 
of physic^ efficiency, and overcrowding has been permitted at 
the cost of morality. These are some of the contributing causes 
to the weakening of family life, and Labour stands for the 
protection of the home in every sense. 

Then a^in, it is asserted that the Labour Party is atheistic 
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and hostile to religion, and that it eren contemplates the 
destruction of Christianity. This assertion is both ignorant and 
unscmpnlons — ignorant for it is so obviously untrue, and 
unscrupulous because it is an attempt to apply to the Labonr 
Party a test which other political parties resent. The Labour 
Movement is political, seeking to affect great economic and 
social changes, and asks none of its members what creed they 
profess or what religious faith they accept. In this they 
resemble the Liberal and Tory parties. Men of all beliefs are 
working together in every known political force in the country ; 
and so they are in the Labour Party, seeking in the interests of 
common humanity to establish a reign of reason, justice, and 
righteousness. Labourism has within its ranks believers and 
unbelievers. In this regard it is not dissimilar to Liberalism 
and Toryism — or the present Cabinet — that contains politicians 
who own complete allegiance to the Christian Faith and honest 
men who accept no faith. But this is no reason why the Labour 
Party should be singled out and charged with attempting the 
destruction of Christianity. When the final and great test 
comes it may be found that the efforts of Labour to bring about 
a more perfect humanity have been more in harmony with the 
Divine economy than have been the efforts of those who have 
so ostentatiously preferred against Labour this unworthy and 
unjustifiable charge. 

Finally, we would now ask. What is to be the attitude of the 
Free Churches to the ideals of this Movement? They must 
make their choice, for no longer is it satisfactory for them to 
assert that Christianity stands for something higher, something 
more moral and spiritual. Christians cannot continue to 
condemn the ideals and proposals of Labour as being Utopian 
and extreme, without suggesting an alternative. To do this 
may create the impression that the exploitation of wealth and 
the sickening sores of social life do not concern them. Never 
were men more anxious to find out the real meaning of the 
teaching of Christ and its possible application to the affairs of 
everyday life. Everywhere the people are looking to the 
Churches to take the lead in that great revolution which shall 
result in the Solving of social and economic problems, and very 
much depends upon the contribution which the Churches are 
prepared to make towards their solution. The Churches must 
accept their full responsibility and be sufiBciently bold to 
express their judgment upon the moral aspect of the hire of the 
labourer and assist in the demand that his remuneration and 
other conditions of employment are in keeping with his moral 
responsibilities. Far too long have the Churches restricted 
th^ir operations to supplying the spiritual and moral needs of 
men, and nothing is so urgently required than that they 
should demonstrate the adaptability^ of Christianity to every 
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circumstance of human existence. They should adopt a more 
active policy in regard to national and local public life and 
endeavour to bring them under the influence of the Christian 
spirit. Not only should they stand for all that is good and pure 
in the individual, but for honest business, pure sport, civic 
righteousness, and the politics of human betterment. 

We are not suggesting that the Churches as a body should ally 
themselves with one or other of the political parties. Nor do 
we desire to see their efforts go in the direction of favouring 
one class of the community. Already a great amount of harm 
has resulted from the impression that the Churches were under 
the influence — if not the domination— of capital, and matters 
would not be permanently improved by going to the other 
extreme. No, the great moral precepts of Christ must be 
applied irrespective of station. The employer and the labourer 
must be taught that they form part of a great family, of which 
Christ was the Elder Brother, and that His Gospel is the Gospel 
of Humanity, because it is the Gospel of the Son of God, who, 
both in life and death, was but the expression of the Father's 
love. By thus carrying redemption into all our social relation- 
ships, our combined efforts for the good of the community as a 
whole may ultimately succeed in making the conditions of life 
more wholesome, pure, and lovely. 



11. THE KELATION OP THE FREE CHURCHES TO SOCIALISM. 

By Rev. J. E. Rattbnbury. 

Socialism is in the air. It is the subject of the day. It 
concerns the press, the pulpit, the politician, the worker, the 
thinker, and the man on the street. While it gives substance 
to things hoped for, for vast multitudes of people, and expresses 
the upward aspirations of thousands who hunger and thirst 
after social righteousness, it provokes apprehension in many 
others, especially in such as have no reason to complain 
about what life has given to them. 

In this country, it is feared — perhaps more than it is 
welcomed. What will be its effect on British independence ? 
Might it not mean an impertinent interference with the 
private liberties and property which Englishmen so highly 
prize ? 

The word has become a brickbat which every politician 
hurls at the head of his rival. Even the Labour Party dare not 
label its actual programme Socialist. Most politicians with 
a reputation to lose can only support human measures after 
an introductory explanation that they are not Socialists* 

6 
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To call a measure Socialist is to damn it. An irony of politics 
is that Conservatiyes call the present Liberal Ooyemment 
Socialists, and Liberals warn the country, by way of reprisals, 
that Tariff Reform is Socialism in diE^ise. Last week a 
great courageous epoch-making measure of Licensing Reform 
was made known to the country. What are the views of the 
Daily Telegraph the next day ? It maintains that it is an 
attack on property without justification — ^'^a contribution to 
State Socialism." It is a piece of Socialistic interference with 
the private property and private business of a group of hei^ic 
and much persecuted men, who are striving hard to get a 
precarious living out of a legitimate and honourable trade. 

Does not this type of criticism indicate the real meaning 
of Socialism? 

It is the assertion of the rights of the community over the 
rights of individuals. It believes in the fundamental right 
of every human being to existence, and to decent healthy 
existence. It is perfectly ready to sacrifice the rights of 
property to the great fundamentel right of life. In case of 
a conflict between the two rights it would call property 
rights wrongs. It endorses that striking and notable saying of 
Mr. Winston Churchill : *' Nobody should have any things, 
before everybody has something." Before any man has a 
right to possess, every man has a right to live. 

Socialism is much criticised because of its varieties. Every 
Socialist, it is said, has a different definition of Socialism. But 
did you ever know a Christian who could define Christianity 
to please his neighbour ? I defy the collective wisdom of this 
great Council tp get a definition of Christianity which is 
acceptable to half the Christians in England. Socialism is too 
fluid for satisfactory definition. It is the great historic 
movement of the last half century. It has not arrived at its 
final statement. As Christianity has its outstanding features, 
so has Socialism. The simple creed concerning collective 
possession of the sources and means of wealth and production 
is common to all Socialism. It develops accepted theories to 
their logical issue. It is the true democracy. It really trusts 
the people and applies with relentless logic the Liberal 
maxim of government of the people for the people by the 
people. It holds that no democratic government can be 
complete unless it controls wealth. Production must not be 
managed according to the will or caprice of the individual, 
but collectively. 

Socialism is a great human movement. Its enthusiasm for 
humanity has the passion of a new religion. Labouring msa 
of every nation are feeling a new thrill of brotherhood. The 
Socialist advocate faces privation and difficulty in order to 
paake his converts. He is to be met in every market-place and 
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^by every wayside. He feels he has a gospel to preach of a 
good time coining. He exhibits an apostolic ardonr about the 
betterment of life which puts many Christians to shame. The 
pclople are banning to stir themselves. A holy discontent 
is urging them onward. Their aspirations have been mute in 
past centuries, and their struggles towards liberty nipped in 
the bud. But Socialism is giving them a language. Can the 
Church be other than sympathetic with such struggles and 
aspirations ? Gk>d forbid I Do we not hear the brea& of the 
Spirit of God in the sighings and cryings of the people as 
their soul goes marching on ? 

- How are the Churches to treat this movement ? Surely not 
with antipathy I ; 

' The vulgar and insolent attack upon the Socialist movement 
as atheistic and immoral has been worthy of the gutter 
press in which it originated. It is not worthy of the Church 
of Christ if she stoops to it. Socialism may include immoral 
men and infidels, as Liberalism has done, but it is a base and 
malicious libel to speak of this movement as immoral and 
atheistic. The Free Church Council has been falsely criticised 
as a branch of the Liberal party. It is not from the standpoint 
<^ politics, but from the standpoint of Christianity that we 
mast treat this movement. Our political interests must not 
blind .us to the sores of humanity. It is necessary for us 
sonietimes to remember that political parties are made for 
men, and not men for political parties. 

The view that the Churches are run in the interests of 
capital is a widespread opinion among working men, and 
rightly or wrongly they believe that Christ was on the side 
of the poor. In struggles between life and property, Christ 
stands for life. No greater catastrophe could happen to the 
Christian Church than the alienation from her of great human 
movements because rfie prefers to stand up for her property or 
class interests. ' The Church mv^t be on the side of the 
poor. Whatever other appeals she has, she is the friend and 
helper of the poor or an impudent mockery of the Gospel she 
declares. 

The Church and Socialism are at one in their sorrow over 
human misery. Nothing is more needed than that the iron 
should enter our soul. The greatest danger of the Church is 
blindness to the world's tragedy of the suffering man. It 
often tends to be true that "we hide as it were our faces from 
him." 

Let the Churches once realise with vivid insight the limita- 
ti(»s and debasement of thousands of their fellow .country- 
men. . Let. the Church realise it I realise it I realise it I And 
she will be as earnest as the Socialist in their removal. If she 
loves stricken and wounded humanity as she loves her Lord, 
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she can never rest till His wounds are healed, and these in- 
justices to human beings shattered to their foundations. While 
I do not claim that the Church is under any obligation to 
accept Socialist economics, nor that she should be fettered with 
damaging political alliances, I do claim that we are under an 
obligation to show sympathy and not antipathy to this wwld- 
wide moTement. Aiid this because in most essential things 
our aims are one. 

The Church ought to be one with the Socialist in its 
abhorrence of modem conditions of human life. That sweat* 
ing, unemployment, bad housing, and the manifold social evils 
of our day are according to the will of Gk)d no man can reason- 
ably believe. 

As the Bampton Lecturer of last year said in his noble 
work " The Reproach of the Church," " The words which startled 
Nicodemus — ^'Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the 
Kingdom of God ' — have had their literal meaning and their 
fulfilment in every generation : and in every age those who 
were chiefly interested in the maintenance of things as they 
are have seen Christianity, not as restful and reassuring, but 
dangerous and subversive." 

If we are true to our Lord we must be the enemies of con- 
ditions which debase and demoralise men and women and 
crucify little children. The message of the Gospel is not 
applied unless we not only try to save individuals, but fight 
against the conditions that damn individuals. The Free 
Churches are with the Socialist in his war with existing 
conditions. 

~ The Free Churches ought to be with the Socialist in his view 
that life means more than property. This is Christian as well 
as Socialist. Let gold perish if men live. Of how much more 
value is a man than a sheep I Where life is debased, men 
treated as chattels, women as worse ; where dividends are con- 
sidered first and souls second — there is the spirit of Anti- 
Christ, whether it be on the Free Church Council platform 
or amongst the opponents of Mr. Asquith's Licensing Bill. The 
first human consideration must be men, women, and little 
children. 

The Churches ought also to be at one with the Socialists in 
efforts to reconstruct society. War and fierce and merciless 
competition are not according to the will of God. The human 
family presents a type of each man giving according to his 
ability and receiving according to his need. Where the 
family spirit pervades we acknowledge our obligation to the 
weak an4 the lost. A social order which would establish co- 
operation for competition, the law of life for the law of death, 
is surely the appropriate body and organ of the Spirit of Jesus. 
We hear much about economic laws being against SocialiBm.. 
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The law of natnre and economics says ^^ The weak shall go to 
the wall/^ Jesus Christ came to break that law. He came 
to prevent the weak going to the wall. He came to seek and to 
save the lost. Is there any theory of society so much in accord 
with the principles of Jesus as this very Socialism which would 
strive to regulate the excesses of the strong in the interests of 
the poor and weak ? 

Socialists and true Christians are enemies of things as they 
are, and look for a good time coming. How is it coming about ? 
I claim it may come about by the Socialist programme and 
the Christian spirit. Socialism needs Christianity. And can* 
not Christianity use Socialism ? Socialism needs evangelising, 
Evangelism needs socialising. 

If Christians really think it is the duty of the Church to 
bring about a new earth and set up the city of God, let her find 
a better instrument than Socialism for accomplishing her pur- 
pose before she rejects it. Let her . tell us how it is to be done 
or forever hold her peace. God works in the Church and He 
works outside it. He is dependent on no Church organisation. 
If we cannot accept Socialism, at least let us look for what is 
good in it. Let us encourage and not discourage the toilers 
who find a new hope in it, for of this we may say, ^^ Refrain 
from these m^i, for if this counsel or work be of men it will 
come to naught ; but if of Gk>d, ye cannot overthrow it ; lest 
haply ye be found to fight against God." 



ni. THE SOCIAL PROBLEM. 

By Rbv. Thomas Mitchell. 

Every age is confronted with its own specific problem, which 
it must fathom and solve, or miss its opportunity and arrest its 
progress. It may be political, as the broadening of the basis of 
electoral power ; or religious, in emancipation from the 
dominance of a priestly caste ; or educational, in securing for 
every child the best equipment for the mission of life ; or it 
may be social, in the varied forms in which that subject 
presents itself to-day. 

These problems may present themselves concurrently, but 
usually one will assert itself with special persistency, and make 
the most clamant appeal for attention and treatment. 

Probably the social problem, in our own and other lands, 
is the most pressing question of the hour. It is thundering 
at the doors of our Houses of Parliament, and demanding 
to be heard ; it is the problem of every reformer who seeks 
to inaugurate a brighter day for our toiling masses ; it is the 
problem of the Church, which finds her progress arrested and 
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her energies taxed to the uttermost in bringing her saving 
ministries to the degraded and the destitute of our large towns 
and cities. 

Modem economic problems assume many forms to-day. 
There is the problem of the land, its acquisition where needed, 
and reasonable terms of purchase and tenure. The relations of 
capital and labour ought to be helpful and supplementary, but 
they are often suspicious and antagonistic. Trades Unionism 
has done much for skilled labour, and a similar service is needed 
for the unskilled and casual toiler. The housing of the poor is 
a matter of extreme urgency, and must be dealt with before any 
permanent improvement in their social conditions can be 
secured. The question of unemployment is almost always 
with us, and sternly demands attention. And is not the drink 
question one of the most urgent and menacing questions of the 
hour ? The millions spent in drink would go far to solve those 
problems at both ends, stopping the waste and inefficiency and 
increasing both capacity and supply. 

Modem economic problems have been largely complexioned, 
if they have not been created, by firstly, the enormous increase 
in recent years of mechanical power, and secondly, the new 
demands the toilers make to-day for a lai^er, and, it is claimed, 
more equitable share in the wealth which their brains and 
muscle help to create. Our railways are but eighty years old, 
our steamboats more recent still. The last century is un- 
doubtedly the most marvellous century of the ages for its 
triumphs of invention and the application of mechanical 
power to industry. Handwork has everywhere been supers 
seded by machinery, with the result that the power of 
production has been immeasurably increased. One man 
to-day, with the mechanical appliances available, can do the 
work of twenty or fifty men in an earlier age. The con- 
sequence has been the creation of vast industrial establish- 
ments, the massing of the people in the towns, the partial 
depopulation of the villages; wealth has rapidly iuOTeased, 
the general standard of comfort amongst skilled labour has 
been raised, but a large residuum of unemployed has been 
left, exposed to all the horrors of sweating, overcrowding, 
and kindred evils. And, concurrently, there has sprung up 
a new social demand. It is not so much ^' social amelioration " 
that is asked, as " social transformation and reconstruction " ; 
*' not patronage but justice " ; " not the reform of the adjust- 
ments of industry, but why the effects of industry are so cruel, 
debasing, and unjust ^' ; instead of alms men demand work. 
Now what is the relation of Christianity to these questions ? 
What is the teaching of Jesus Christ on the facts and obliga- 
tions covered by modern economic problems ? Christianity 
is the teaching of Je^us Christ, illustrated and embodied in His 
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own character and ministry, and amplified and illnstrated in 
the experience and message of His immediate disciples. To 
the Church has been committed the great mission of inter- 
preting Jesns Christ to men. She must incorporate in her 
own character the moral and spiritual qualities of her Lord, 
and apply the principles of His kingdom and message to the 
life of men. The Church is composed of individual members, 
and till each is perfect, a perfect Church is impossible ; but 
despite imperfections, the Church of Jesus Christ is the 
mightiest force making for righteousness, progress, and 
humanity existent to-day. The Church is the body of Christ, 
the organism which incarnates His spirit and teaching, and 
whose supreme mission it is to establish His kingdom in the 
earth. Still, not the Church, but Christ, is Christianity ; and 
Christianity rests not merely on any system of doctrines, or 
code of ethics, but on the inspired record of what Christ was, 
and said, and did, and suffered, and promised. 

Christ never professed to propound a scheme of social 
reform* To have attempted this would have been to invite 
failure, as any such scheme that met the needs of the East 
could hardly suit those of the West, and what fitted ancient 
times might be utterly unsuitable for the varied and com- 
plex civilisations of to-day. What Christ did was to enunciate 
laws adapted to all ages and nations, to present ideals worthy 
of the admiration and imitation of all peoples, and to supply 
the life, the energy, the force by which men may be lifted out 
of adverse social conditions, and human nature made the best 
of which it is capable. Jesus Christ thus deals with not one 
social problem only, but with all social problems, not one 
dvilisation but all civilisations, not one age but every age. 
Questioned as to tribute. He said, ^^ Render unto Csesar the 
things that are Caesar's ^' ; invited to decide a question of 
inheritance. He replied, " Man, who made Me a judge or a 
divider over you ? " ; but He went at once to the root of the 
evil and said, ^^Take heed and keep yourselves from all 
covetousness." But while Jesus refused to lead a campaign 
to change an oppressive Government, or to intervene in domestic 
controversy. He uttered to all the grand imperative, " Seek ye 
first the B^ngdom of God and His righteousness," and, that 
found, the way is open to all sane and sympathetic social 
reform. Jesus Christ is thus not primarily a reformer, but a 
revealer ; '^ not an agitator with a plan, but an idealist with a 
vision." His Gospel is not a mechanism, but a dynamic ; it 
creates a new life, and that life will create its own atmosphere 
and surroundings. 

• Then Jesus Christ ever contemplated the founding of a 
kingdom, a great spiritual realm, wherein should dwell 
righteousness, purity, harmony, and love. All His teachings, 
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miracles, aspirations, prayers, gathered about that ideal. It 
was to be a kingdom all-persoasiye, touching human life at 
eyery point, and wherever it touched ennobling it. In this 
kingdom oppression will cease, wrong will be redressed, the 
rights and claims of humanity will be recognised, property 
will have its rightful place, it will be acknowledged that a 
man is better than a sheep, selfishness will cease to dominate 
and degrade human life, and the great ideals of devotion, 
character, service, humanity, will be realised. Jesus Christ 
offers two regnant forces by which this kingdom may come, 
*' Thou shalt love the Lord thy (Jod, with all thy heart, and 
mind, and soul, and strength," and, " Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself." Supreme love to God has its inevitable 
corollary in service for humanity ; the Fatherhood of God 
postulates the brotherhood of man. Given these, and no worthy 
social reform is beyond reach, and without them it can never 
be stable or permanent. Social reformers are beginning to 
realise that social reform is at its basis ethical, and can only be 
accomplished by an ethical impulse. The prime questiim 
must be " Is it right ? " If right, unflinchingly aim to secure 
it, however criticised and condemned ; if it is not right, let 
it perish, by whatever names commended. 

Christianity is always the warmest friend of the suffering 
and the oppressed. It was the voice of Jesus which said, 
^^Oome unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest." He came to " seek and save that which 
was lost," whether socially or spiritually. And He makes ' 
service for humanity the test of recognition at the Great Day, 
" Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least, ye have 
done it unto Me." It was Jesus who announced that unique 
law of human conduct, " Whatsoever ye would that men should 
do unto you, do ye even so unto them " — ^a law that needs only 
general recognition to effect the greatest social reform the 
world has ever known. The Christmnity of Christ can never 
be opposed to human progress or human freedom* It has 
already burst the fetters of the slave, and immensely contri- 
buted to human welfare ; and received and practised, it will 
emancipate all bondsmen everywhere. 

Again, Christianity seeks the regeneration of the individual, 
and through redeemed humanity to bring in the Elingdom of 
God, and create ideal social conditions. In attempting the eleva- 
tion of humanity we may approach our task in two ways. First 
from without — ^provide healthy dwellings, good laws, education, 
regular and remunerative employment, time for recreation and 
culture — these will foster self-respect, intelligence, health, 
contentment, sobriety, character. Secondly — from within — 
r^enerate the man, change his nature, elevate his tastes, 
purify his morals, and the regenerated man will largely make 
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his own sarronndings what they should be. Perhaps the 
Ohnrch has not always nsed to the fullest extent the first 
method, but any reforms that neglect the second are doomed 
to failare. What are the causes of the present deplorable 
poverty and wretchedness ? Unfair economic conditions, you 
Bay. But can you ignore drunkenness, gambling, inordinate 
love of pleasure or sport, as among its most fruitful causes ? 

Stop the tap and make betting illegal, and you will do much 
to open the way to eflEective reform. No social reform carries 
the prospect of success that ignores the reformation of the 
man in the improvement of the system. Make the man sober, 
honest, industrious, thrifty, and I will add spiritual — old- 
fashioned virtues, I know — ^and you will make the community 
strong, self-reliant, and progressive. Christianity does not pro- 
duce social wreckage ; its mission is to save it, and better still, 
to prevent it. It does not mako social cripples, though it cares 
for them ; its mission is to make men. The heartbreak of social 
reform is the little men will do to help themselves and the 
readiness with which they lapse into a policy of drift. Broadly 
speaking men can do for themselves more than any Parliament 
can do for them, and self-control, self-reliance, self-sacrifice 
point the way to the largest and most lasting social reform. 

Again, Christianity teaches the steward^ip of wealth. In 
times like ours mammonism is the besetting sin of the Church. 
No lesson is more urgently needed by the Church than that 
** a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
that he possesseth." It is easy to overestimate the power 
of wealth to minister to the real weal of its possessor. 
Christianity does not prohibit the acquisition of wealth, pro- 
'vided it is acquired by honourable means ; nor the retention 
of wealth if for worthy ends. But it does insist that in getting, 
keeping, using wealth a sense of stewardship should be 
supreme. The communism of the early Church met a 
temporary emergency, and was not intended to be permanent ; 
but it expressed the conquest of the spirit of brotherhood over 
the love of money that teaches a lesson for every age. John 
Wesley's dictum was, "Get all you can, save all you can, 
give all you can — which is all you have," and he obeyed 
his own law. His followers generally carry out his threefold 
counsel, but they draw the line at the explanatory addendum* 
Let, however, this sense of stewardship dominate getting, 
saving, giving, and no gain will be sought, either by employer 
or employed, at the cost of moral delinquency or in violation 
of the claims of humanity. 

Finally, Christianity is for the whole man, body and soul, 
work and leisure, week-day and Sunday. It is Christianity's 
mission to strike at the root of human degradation and misery 
by destroying the works of the devil. Her supreme protest is 
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against sin ; her supreme message is to proclaim a Savioar 
froip sin ; and only by dealing with sin in individuals can we 
remedy the evils of society and create a community in which 
purity and righteousness and brotherhood shall reign. In the 
practical application of this Gospel two difficulties meet us : 
helplessness and incompetency on the one hand, and selfishness 
on the other. Christianity aims to help the helpless and give 
new strength to the incapable. Christianity has curbed selfish- 
ness, and will eventually strangle it. The evil is widespread, 
but the corrective is adequate. Let the spirit of Jesus Christ 
possess us, and we have a solution for every problem that 
confronts us, to-day, or ever will. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON (Wigan) asked what message he could 
take to a town where, as the anticipated result of the conflict 
between capital and labour, he expected many men would be 
killed during the next few weeks. The people would not be 
shot, but they would most likely die from hunger. He, how- 
ever, would prefer to be shot. 

The President advised him to try Mr. Lloyd George. 

Rev. A. T. GUTTERY pleaded that the social leaders should 
not make it difficult for Christian men to co-operate with them. 
At their meetings they should not distribute anti-Christian 
literature. He predicted that when Socialism came the people 
would be fit for it. 

Mr. W. p. Hartley and Rev. J. E. Roberts. 

The President here stated that he had received a telegram 
from one of the leading Free Churchmen, whose absence from 
that gathering they all regretted. It was from Mr. W. P. 
Hartley, and he sent his best wishes. A telegram had also 
been received from Mentone from the Rev. J. E. Roberts, of 
Manchester. 

Derby Council. 

The President stated that he had received a letter from 
the delegates from the Derby Council. He would ask that the 
matter referred to be left for the Executive to deal with. He 
promised that it should be brought before the General Com- 
mittee. 

The discussion on the Labour question was resumed by Mr. 
EiRTLAN, who wished to ask. What about the middle classes ? 
He thought w6 should stand for the betterment of all classes 
of the community. 

Mr. J. Pbmberton (Tunstall) suggested that the foUowmg 
message be sent to the Goverament ; " That this Council urges 
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the (Jovemment to include in the Children's Bill now before 
the House of Commons provisions which will make it illegal 
to pawn or receive in pawn the clothes of children during the 
school age, thus securing for the children of England the 
sympathy of the general public, and giving greater satisfaction 
for all benevolent work on their behalf." 

The Presidbnt : We really must not do things at the first 
blush without a moment's consideration. I venture to submit 
that this suggestion — which strikes me as a very admirable one 
— is bound to get into the Press, and will come before the eyes 
of those who have the management of the Bill. I think that 
would suffice for the present. 

Rev. J. Scott Lidgbtt, M.A., said that the suggestion was 
so hopeful that he thought it might be referred to the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

This course was agreed upon, it being understood that the 
General Committee should have power to consider and act 
upon the suggestion. 

The Pbesident further suggested that the members of the 
Council should write to their local M.P.'s on the subject. 

Rev. R. F. HOBTON, M.A., D.D., said he believed that they 
were at the dawn of a better day. The future was as full of 
promise for Labour as it was for the Free Churches. Mr. 
Rattenbury would give them the steam and Mr. Henderson 
would hold the rudder. He wished to assure Mr. Henderson 
of their sympathy ; they prayed that he might be able to be 
equal to the mission of the labour party, and they hoped that 
they would be able to take their part in the establishment of 
the great industrial result for which Christianity came into the 
world. 

TEMPERANCE. 

The Council considered the following resolution on the 
Temperance question : — 

''The National C!ounoil of the Evangelical Free Chnrohes assembled at 
Sonthport expresses its deep thankfulness to the Goyemment for the bold and 
comprehensive measure of Temperance Bef orm introduced by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. 

It recognises with great satisfaction the determination of the Government to 
secure * ti^e ultimate recovery by the State of complete dominion of its property 
in Licenses' and freedom of action of the Licensing Justices so ruthlessly 
destroyed by the Bill of 1904, and gladly welcomes the extension of their 
powers which the BiU confers. 

It heartily approves the introduction of the principle of Local Option in 
regard to new Licenses, and its ultimate extension to the whole Licensing 
system, and of the large reduction which its proposals will gradually make in 
the existing number of Licensed Houses. 

It considers the ' time limit' as very generous and more than the justice of 
the case requires, and would call upon the G^vernm3nt strenuously to resist 
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any extension as disastroos to the objects of the Bill, and it also desires to see 
the clauses of the Bill dealing with the children greatly strengthened. 

The Coonoil feels that much more adequate securities must be taken to 
prevent drinking clubs taking the place of Public-houses and without the 
control now exercised over the public sale. 

It reafi&rms its resolutions in favour of Imperial Sunday closing and closing 
on election days, and urges the Government to accept amendments in these 
respects. 

Regarding the measure as a determined and honest effort to reduce the 
facilities for the sale of strong drink and the consumption of the same, it calls 
upon the members of our Churches to give the Bill their most active and 
earnest support, and thus show the Government that in this great conflict 
between moral and material interests it has the whole influence of the Free 
Churches behind if 

Sir George White, M.P., moved the resolution. He said 
it would be observed that the resolution pointed out with 
impartiality the strong points in the Bill as well as its weakness 
on the one side and the other. He was not going to debate 
either side of that question, and he asked his audience to follow 
his example. This Bill was the most courageous and the most 
comprehensive measure of temperance reform ever introduced 
to the House of Commons. He hoped they would not allow 
the flood tide of their enthusiasm to be drawn off by little 
revolts of criticism which every 'public measure must always 
be subject to by its enemies and need not be accompanied by 
its friends. 

First the Bill restored to the justices the powers which the 
resolution said was so ruthlessly taken from them by the 
Bill of 1904. He did not think they could find any parallel 
to the wicked act of a Prime Minister who practically by one 
small clause took away from the community and die State 
a vast amount of property and put it in the hands of private 
individuals. That property would be restored to its rightful 
owners by one clause of the Bill. The Bill would also accele- 
rate and at least double the rate at which licenses would be 
extinguished during the next fourteen years. The Bill recog- 
nised the principle of local option in three particulars. In the 
first to Wales and Monmouthshire, in England in regard to new 
licenses, and it would ultimately apply when the fourteen 
years' limit had expired, because then all licenses would be 
practically considered new licenses. It gave also increased 
power to justice. They could make conditions in granting 
licenses, such as offering a six days' license instead of seven 
days. They could make conditions as to the presence of chil- 
dren on drinking premises either for consumption off the pre- 
mises or obtaining drink for themselves. It gave the justices 
power to have total closing on election days, and some other 
provisions which were very valuable. Then that gentleman 
who travelled because he was thirsty would have to go six 
miles instead of three. The opening of houses on Sunday was 
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restricted to one hour at midday and two hours in the even- 
ing. The Bill made the annual registration of clubs indispens- 
able, and gave a certain amount of police inspection to the 
clubs. 

There was a time limit of fourteen years, and the compensa- 
tion during that period would come from the Trade as it did 
now. But the levy for that purpose, which in some places had 
not been exercised and in other pla<^ only partially, would no 
longer be optional, but would be enforced generally. He could 
not go into the basis of that fund ; it was a financial basis, but 
they were assured— and the assurance was justified by Mr. 
Asquith's words — that it was equitable even from an actuarial 
point of view. If Uiat w^e so, the resolution was more than 
justified that that compensation fund was not only just but it was 
extremely generous. The compensation fund would in future 
be a national and not a local one, and from it the publican 
would get his fair share at length. 

Those who had any experience of compensation authorities 
knew the miserable doles of £10, £15, or £20 paid by the 
brewers out of their hundreds and sometimes thousands of 
pounds compensation to the holders of the licences who for the 
time beingiactually lost their liyelihood. Henceforth this would 
not be in the discretion of the brewers, and the compensation 
money of the licensee would be separated from that of the 
owner. 

That Bill had really completed one of the grandest weeks in 
the British House of Commons eter seen. He confessed that 
in his eight years' experience he had never gone through an 
experience as that which followed the introduction of that Bill. 
It seemed to him that it just completed the work of the week 
and that the moral fibre of the House, which too often became 
attenuated by long periods of work, had at length been strung 
up. It was introduced after an evening over the cruel wrong 
of Macedonia and the Ccmgo, and was brought in by the 
Minister with a speech even greater than the Bill. There 
seemed to be an atmosphere of moral ozone passing over the 
benches of the House of Comanons, affecting even the timid 
and indifferent and inducing them to declare that the Bill was 
worth fighting for and that it was better to lose their seats 
than oppose it. Over the evil9 in the Congo their blood was 
stirred, but he ventured to. say that in. connection with that 
drink tlraffie they had a Congo ati their very dioor. The drink 
was nursmg in its arms the young and the old, rich and poor^ 
the ignorant and the wise — ^wise in every other respect except 
it might be upon that one temptation. What confronted them 
in regard to that contest? Brewers' conventions, of course, 
would represent it as confiscation and robbery, but that was 
not the serious part of .tiie oonflict. . During the. last.f ew weekflf 
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they had seen a great manifesto issued by peers and fair ladies^ 
men eminent in science and commerce and, he regretted to 
say, leaders in the great insurance world, who practically said 
that that state of affairs must go on, because they would not 
tiUow an Act of Parliament to depreciate their preference 
shares and the value of their debentures. They were con- 
stantly having Acts of Parliament which materially depreciated 
the value of similar things for the public good ; and yet those 
people were saying that they would not admit a Bill which, in 
the interests of the community, would make for depreciation 
where the interests of those persons were concerned. He felt 
that was a question which ought to be met in this country. 
They had on one hand those terrible excesses. What produced 
them ? They were largely produced by the enormous facilities 
for drinking. If those excesses were to be fought again and 
destroyed, then the reduction of those facilities must take 
place and those excesses must cease, with the result, probably, 
that the material income from the preference shares for deben- 
tures would not be as large in future as in the past. He saw 
in the House of Commons a few days ago rolls on which were 
inscribed the names of 1,680 clergymen, shareholders in these 
concerns. He would be sorry to think those men had seriously 
faced what would be the consequence of that attitude. They 
must be told that unless the facilities were decreased and the 
consumption decreased then the cries of the little ones must 
still go to heaven and the slavery, which was the worst which 
ever existed, must continue in this nation of ours. Let them 
not be frightened by those who said they could not fight the 
drink traffic. This Council existed to fight'it because it existed 
to fight the evils which grew out of and were inseparable from 
the drink. Let them feel that in a battle in which they had 
the forces of light arrayed against the forces of darkness they 
had Gk)d above them, who would take care that they should 
ultimately win in that struggle, and therefore they said, 

" Hammer away, ye hostile bands ; — 
Your hammers break ; God's anvil stands." 

The Rev. Henry Yooll seconded the resolution. He was, 
perhaps, called upon to do so, he said, because he belonged 
to a Church (Primitive Methodists) which was virtually a 
temperance Church. The Licensing Bill responded in no 
small degree to the wishes of all the Churches, and all tem- 
perance workers and all lovers of progress and true reform, 
and it certainly offered to them a distinct gain upon all 
temperance legislation in the past.. He believed the Govern- 
ment, by this. comprehensive measure, had secured already a 
great moral triumph in the country. The^ time limit of 
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fourteen years seemed long, but it marked a clear gain upon 
Mr. Balfour's Bill, which had converted an annual privilege 
into a permanent freehold. It was something to know tlutt 
within the time limit 32,000 licences would be abolished, and 
that the magistrates, in the use of their restored discretionary 
power, would be able to increase the number. He was sorry 
they had not got in the Bill a distinct Sunday closing measure 
of an Imperial order. What had been good for Wales, Ireland, 
and Scotland would not be bad, surely, for England. 

Mr. R. Murray Hyslop, J.P., supported the resolution. 
They would be guilty of disloyalty, he said, if they did not 
pledge themselves to leave no stone unturned to secure the 
passing of the Bill. He would point out, however, that the 
depreciation in brewery shares was not to be wholly attributed 
to the Bill. It was very much due to speculation on the one 
hand and the improved habits of the people on the other. The 
battle in this matter was going to be round the time limit. 
Face to face vnth the great struggle they must show a united 
front, and Gk)d defend the right I 

The Rev. S. B. Lanb suggested the following addition to the 
resolution : — 

**It further calls upon the Executive Ck>mmittee to organise at once a 
campaign throughout the country in favour of this Bill." 

This was agreed to unanimously. 

Dr. Clifford said he wanted to assure them, and wanted 
them to assure other people, that there was no Free Church 
minister's name in that list of shareholders which had been 
referred to. 

Mr. A. Dann (Reigate) re-echoed the appeal for a united 
and enthusiastic support to the Bill. 

Mr. Albert Pickard had sent his name to the Chairman, but, 
owing to the lateness of the time, he withdrew. 

The Rev. THOMAS NIGHTINGALE said a friend of his saw 
outside a public-house thirteen perambulators which contained 
twenty-two tiny babies. England was in ruins if it neglected 
its child life. Her greatest danger was not outside, but inside, 
in the possibility* of the growth of a corrupt and feeble-minded 
class. 

The President remarked that on that question they must 
go oh without reserve or hesitation and fight with the utmost 
determination that they would not stay their hands in the 
battle until they had got the Bill through the House of 
Lords. 

The resolution, with the proposed addition, was put by the 
President and carried unanimously. 
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Pboposbd Constitutional Change. 
Mr. RoBBKT Whytb moved the following resolution : — 

*'The National Council, judging that it is desirable to give local Councils 
some direct representation, and also to secure to the women of the Free 
Churches more adequate representatibn on tiie General Committee tiian the 
Constitution now provides for, requests the General Committee to prepare and 
present to the Annual Council in 1909 a scheme which shall secure these 
objects. 

And in view of the fact that after thirteen years of practical working other 
alterations in the ConstituticMi may prove to be desirable, the National Council 
authorises the General Committee to embody in such sch^ne any other amend- 
ments which seem to them calculated to promote the better working of the 
organisation." 

Mr. Whyte explained that this motion was the outcome of a 
desire that there might be some direct connection between the 
Federations and the Executive, (Cries of "Agreed.") If it 
were agreed to he had not one word more to say, but he 
claimed the right to reply to an amendment which the Rev. 
W. Stephens (King's Lynn) was bringing forward. 

In response to requests from the floor of the House, Mr. 
Whytb read the amendment that had been submitted : — 

** The Council shall appoint a special Committee, consisting of the Executive 
and one delegate dected by each Federation, to carry out this business." 

Again there were cries of " Agreed on the resolution " and 
" Vote I " and 

The President asked whether the House agreed to the 
resolution, to which there were again cries of " Agreed I " 

The Rev. W. Stephens : This is a gross interference with 
the rights of private members of the Council. It is not the 
first time that members from the floor have been cold- 
shouldered out by the platform. 

The President said that it was not the platform which had 
cold-shouldered that question. It was the assembly itself that, 
by an overwhelming majority, decided the question. 

The resolution was then formally adopted. 

THE CONGO QUESTION. 
Mr. E. D. Morel moved :— 

*' That this Council welcomes the declaration of the Foreign Secretary in the 
House of Commons on February 26th to the effect that no transfer of the 
Congo Territories to another authority will be recognised by his Majesty's 
Gk>vemment which does not reyerse the present syirtem, that the giving of 
guarantees to this effect must be a condition precedent to any such transfer* 
and that failing a satisfactory solution by May next his Majesty's (Government 
will consider themselves free to act alone in all matters affecting the Treaty rights 
of this country in the Congo. And this Council assures his Majesty's Govern- 
ment of its entire support in the unfaltering pursuance of this policy, and 
desires to record its profound satisfaction at we progress of co-operation with 
the Government and people of the United States of America." 
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Mr. Morel said it had been a Tery hard fight against King 
Leopold and his millions, " but we are going to win, and when 
the day of victory comes it will be very largely due to the Free 
Churchmen of England, to the splendid way in which you 
have followed up the determination you took at Leeds last 
year, and to our great leaders." After referring to the recently 
issued White Book, he said : I think we can at last say with 
confidence that the personal rule of King Leopold in Africa is 
doomed to speedy disappearance, and that for tiie Congo natives 
the dawn of hope is at length breaking. But the sun has not 
yet risen. We have need of all our vigilance during the next 
few months. We must take care that the substitution of Par- 
liamentary control for the absolutism of King Leopold is a 
reality, and that it is not made an excuse for burking the main 
issue — the abolition of the system itself, and the restoration to 
the natives of their economic rights, which is the bulwark of 
their personal liberties. Parliamentary control under present 
conditions would be valueless while that system prevails. Its 
total disappearance and the reintroduction of commercial 
liberty throughout the Congo must be the condition accom- 
panying any form of annexation to which we can agree. It is 
of most vital importance that there should be no weakening on 
this point either in the House of Commons or in the country. 
It is the fundamental issue. No one doubts the humanity of 
the Belgian people, but what one does doubt is the capacity 
of the Belgian people or the Belgian Parliament to obtain 
accurate information of the real situation prevailing in the 
Congo. There is not even a Belgian Consul in the Congo, and 
both the Government and Parliament are dependent for the 
sources of their information upon the executive staff of the 
Congo Administration. Only the other day the Belgian 
Government assured Parliament that the labour tax, so called, 
imposed upon the natives of the Congo was limited in time to 
sixty days per annum, whereas the White Book shows most 
clearly that the whole life of the native — aye, and of the native 
women also in some parts — ^from the beginning of the year to 
the end of the year, is spent in paying these so-called taxes ; a 
situation which, as our Consul says, differs from slavery only 
in name. 

We cannot therefore be content with mere promises. Never 
were promises fairer than those made to us twenty years ago, 
not only by King Leopold, but by Belgian statesmen of the 
first rank, and, so far as the latter were concerned, doubtless 
quite sincerely given at the time. We know how these 
promises have been kept. This time there must be something 
more than promises : solid, binding guarantees. Last Friday 
the Belgian Premier declared in the Belgian House that 
t* Belginm intends tQ ren^^in the sole mistress of her agtion^, 

7 
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her policy, and her destiny." To that I have two things to 
say. First, that, without dwelling unduly upon the fact that 
Belgium would have no independent existence to-day but for 
British action in the past, no one in this country dreams of 
interfering with Belgian action, policy, or destiny. And, 
secondly, that so far as the Congo is concerned, while the act 
of acceptance or refusal to annex is undoubtedly a matter of 
Belgian domestic concern, the conditions under which annexa- 
tion takes place, if it does take place, are not a matter of 
Belgian domestic concern only, but of international concern, 
one of primary interest to this country, one in which England^s 
honour is deeply involved, and one in which England is deter- 
mined, as a unanimous House of Commons solemnly recorded 
last week, that her views — ^which are not only based upon an 
unquestionable treaty right, but upon wider considerations of 
humanity and statesmanship — shall prevail. I conclude, there- 
fore, with a word of warning. We are not out of the wood yet, 
and I should be grateful if, either publicly here or privately to 
yourselves, you renewed that pledge which you took this time 
last year, and which you have so loyally observed. 

By a unanimous declaration the Council reaffirmed the 
pledge. 

The Rev. J. H. Shakespeare seconded, and said he had 
not taken on the duty lightly. It was felt that some one from 
the Council should second the motion so as to prove that in the 
opinion of this Council they felt that that matter should be 
settled and the system put an end to. The resolution must 
be interpreted as the unwavering determination of the Free 
Churches to support his Majesty's Government in measures, 
very determined and very resolute, to bring to an end the 
kingdom of hell on the Congo. 

The motion was unanimously carried, and this concluded the 
morning session. 



WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 

The Council reassembled at 2.45. The devotional exercises 
were conducted by Eev. Robert Veitch, 

During the first half -hour the voting papers for the election 
of the Committee were distributed. The following is a list of 
the delegates who acted as scrutineers : Rev. J. E. Flower, 
M.A. (Chairnian), Mr. H. Bacchus, Rev. F. Harvey, Mr. F. W. 
Hawke, Mr. B. A. M. Algar, Mr. T. Roe, Rev. Morgan Richards, 
Alderman A. Gibson, Mr. P. M. Bright, Rev. E. R. Butter, Rev. 
R. M. Ross, Mr. V. H. Cross, Mr. A. Howarth, Rev. W. Lacon 
Tonge, Rev. R. H. Lord, M.A., Rev. R. Veitch, Rev. J. Jermyn, 
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Bev. E. J. Dak§8, Rev. J. Lewis, Mr. W. Wild, Rev. J. Dann, 
Mr. T. Cooper, Rev. W. G. Branch, Rev. C. F. Bone, Mr. H. J. 
Edwards, Rev. D. J. Roberts, Mr. A. A» Bryan, Mr. D. W. 
Davies, Mr. A. E. Alien, Mr. A. Bowman, Rev. J. F. Lawis, Mr. 
T. Watson, Mr. T. H. Fleming, Rev. W, R. Britton, Rev. T. B. 
Field, Rev. Alex. Harvey, Rev. R. A. Selby, Mr. George S. Hirst 
(Convener). 
Mr. H. W. Massinghah read the following paper : — 



PRESENT-DAY JOURNALISM. 
By H. W. Massinghah. 

Those q£ ns who have followed the coarse of journalism 
daring the last, generation mast be conscious of the very great 
changes — changes of form and changes of substance — that 
have taken place in it. J should like to deal briefly with the 
first and most obvious of these changes, because it supplies a 
key to all the rest — ^namely, the cheapening of the cost of the 
daily newspaper. When I first went to London, only one 
evening newspaper,, the Echo^ which exists no longer, could 
be bought for a halfpenny. With the exception of the Times^ 
eyetj other newspaper cost its readers a penny. To-day the 
London daily newspaper Press includes eight halfpenny journals, 
appearing morning and evening, .and, so far as the evening 
issues lore, concerned, multiplying their appearances by many 
separate editions. Moreover, all the penny morning journals 
are Conservative or Unionist. The Liberal Party and Liberal 
or Radical principles have been represented, since the death of 
the Trihunst by halfpenny journals only, and by only one 
penny London newspaper in the evening Press. The circula- 
tion of these newpomers is out of all proportion to that of their 
predecessors, and has been built up with far greater rapidity. 
For example, the Star leapt at once into a circulation larger 
than that which the penny Daily News had taken years to 
build up. The morning halfpenny papers found their public 
as quicMy, and,, as the meajis of rapid production on rotary 
machines developed, reached hundreds of thousands of readers 
to whom-— and to ^hose fathers and mothers — ^a daily news- 
paper was an unkftown or a very rare luxury. In 1885 — the 
year of the enfranchisement of the agricultural labourer, and 
fifteen years ^ter the passage of the first national i!dacation 
Act — the direct customers of the London daily papers must 
have been well, under a million souls. To-day the best 
authority I can consult places it at three and a half millions. 

The weekly and the provincial Press has undergone the 
same vast ex;pansion, though there the penny paper holds its 
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own much more firmly and successfully than in the Metro- 
politan daily Press. But in England, in the United States, 
and on the Continent of Europe, in Paris, in Berlin, in Vienna, 
in Milan, the popular journal of the capitals and the great 
industrial centres is usually sold for a halfpenny. 

It is necessary to ask where this new vast clientele springs 
from, and to what class it belongs. 

It belongs to all classes, and represents the claim of the 
democracy to the first of its new possessions — ^the printed 
page. Here we strike the most salient contrast with the 
older journalism. The daily newspaper readers of the '70's 
and the early '80's came, in the main, from the upper and 
middle classes — they were leaders in society, active spirits in 
politics, the professions, commerce, the religious organisations. 
The thinking, intelligent workmen read one or two weekly 
organs of Radical thought, like the Despatch or Reynold's. 
Lloyd's News was the one paper of the masses whose main 
interest lay in what we call news, rather than in the pre- 
sentment and criticism of opinion. 

Moreover, the penny newspaper of a generation ago was 
written for men. Politics was its preoccupation, and in those 
days of innocence this was a sure method of avoiding women's 
interests and pursuits. It dealt in due measure with sport, 
but, with the exception of racing, expanded mainly on cricket, 
then the pursuit of the leisured, with a very subordinate pro- 
fessional element, and less markedly on amateur football. For 
the most part it was written soberly, rather dully, until the 
Daily Telegraph began to practise a new method of writing 
English, and to launch on us a joyous crew of piratical phrase- 
makers. 

The method of production was rather leisurely, as we now 
reckon speed in newspaper offices. Papers went to press at 
two or three o'clock in the morning, so that writing, even on 
late news, could be fairly well thought out. Their main 
literary attractions were foreign or war correspondence. Parlia- 
mentary reports of gi'eat length and very tolerable accuracy, 
and the leading article, usually a fairly long and carefully 
composed essay, addressed to a special public. Most of them 
professed a definite form of political faith, and their con- 
ductors would have thought it indecorous to change it, though 
one or two such changes did occur. Their proprietors were 
men of some traditional standing in the political or social 
world, either a single family, such as the Walters, Lawsons, 
Borthwicks, or Johnstones, or small groups of proprietors, such 
as owned the Daily News. All maintained a kind of balance 
between commercial and political and moral interests, a working 
principle which I am bound to say is generally followed by 
the more progressive of the halfpenny Jo^r^ala. That is tq 
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say, they produced newspapers for the middle-class readers 
with Conservative or Liberal principles, and assumed that in 
the main their customers thought politics to be the most in- 
teresting concern in life. Their controversial writers were 
often men of some standing in literature, with pretensions to 
culture, often to rather exceptional scholarship. They were 
usually well paid, were regarded as the most important 
members of the staff, and the production of good, deliberately 
written, leading articles was, on the whole, the chief hall-mark 
of a newspaper, as indeed it is to-day with such journals as the 
TimeSj the Manchester Gfuardian^ and the Morning Post. The 
habits of thought of their editorial writers were rather cramped, 
their style was conventional, sometimes stodgy; but on the 
whole they were men — and I have known many of them — who 
took their work seriously and sincerely, and aimed pretty high. 
They considered their productions to be literary, and they 
usually led a life divided with some steadiness between the 
writing of books and the writing for newspapers. 

Now it is clear that many of the material and moral con- 
ditions of the newspaper production which I have endeavoured 
to sketch have been greatly modified. Let me deal first with 
the mechanical changes. The mere power of output has been 
enormously enhanced. The machinery of a newspaper has 
been speeded-up ten times over. All the processes of news- 
gathering and news-printing — the transmission of telegraphic 
matter, the " setting " of type, the casting of plates, the re- 
production of photographs — have been accelerated. Paper, the 
chief raw material of the newspaper owner, has cheapened ; 
everything has been concentrated on the turning out of 
superficially attractive, roughly finished sheets. Moreover, the 
written and the illustrated paper has been combined. A week's 
issue of the halfpenny newspaper resembles a cinematograph 
show at a music-hall — it aims at being a prolonged series of 
photographs, in print and in line, moved swiftly and discon- 
certingly before the eyes of the audience, and dazzling it with 
a quick succession of seemingly truthful impressions of life. 

Nearly all its features are imitative. The large, boldly-printed 
headlines, the descriptive report, the sensational style, the 
direct, easy, rather flippant treatment of nearly all subjects, 
are taken from the American journal. The short or serial 
story comes from the popular French newspaper. We have 
followed America, again, in making the newspaper a bi-sexual 
organ rather than a Monopoly of Man. Women's interests and 
pleasures, in place of being ignored, are sedulously treated, and, 
indeed, a considerable portion of the staffs of most of these 
newspapers consists of women. You at once perceive the 
contrast with the older newspapers. The leading articles 
either disappear altogether or lose their essay-like form ; they are 
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far shorter, and have little pretence to precision of style, being, 
indeed, largely used to fix attention on some melodramatic 
feature of the news columns. In a word, the editor, in the 
sense in which the older dailies were governed, has practically 
disappeared ; the real direction of the popular British journal 
has largely gone to the gentleman whom the American calls the 
news editor. 

The idea of the absorhing interest of politics is quite 
reversed. The new proprietors recognised that there were 
hundreds of thousands of English people who cared little 
or nothing for politics. So in their sheets Parliament is 
often reported in a few lines ; only specially dramatic or 
exciting or merely personal events in it, and one or two 
extracts or epigrams from political speeches, are culled, and set 
out in brief para^*aphs, so that the mind of the reader may 
not be unduly distressed in the eflFort to grasp their meaning. 
No special knowledge of subjects, save sport, is presupposed, 
and, therefore, continuous thought is not awakened. All must 
be in snippets. Few lengthy articles — save descriptions of 
criminal or civil trials of a specially morbid or curious type 
— are tolerated. Gossip about royalties, fashionable people, en- 
tertainments, especially if they are very costly and very foolish, 
is an invariable feature. Much trouble is taken to get together 
an immense variety of trivial, amusing, or scandalous incidents, 
and the sub-editor's work is successful in proportion as he 
presents every day a rich pot-pourri of such happenings — 
vagaries and eccentricities of the rich, unusual crimes or 
events, quarrels, new fashions, adventures, inventions, actcw^, 
singers, painters, fortune-tellers, eccentric or pantomimic 
artists. The work of these latter is not criticised ; it is 
described usually in inviting and highly flattering and undis- 
criminating language, so that the newspaper of this type 
becomes an indispensable agent of the great modern business 
of amusement, and is, indeed, its chief feeder and promoter. 
The absorbing vanity of modern life, and the appetite of 
minor celebrities for advertisement, ^re never forgotten. The 
private lives of artists and public persons in general are 
described in agreeable colours, and even the unceasing curiosity 
of the public about these domesticities is fed to repletion. 

The intellectual characteristics of the cheap newspaper — and 
here I do not pretend to describe those journals which aim at 
continuing many of the best features of the penny newspaper, 
lightened and shortened — are well marked. The style is not at 
all bad. The heavy locutions of the older conventional jour- 
nalism are avoided. The paper is well thought out and 
arranged. Ease and briskness of expression are culti^^ted, 
and, though there is little or no distinction, expressive writing 
is by no means uncommon, and a few signed articles by accom- 
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plished writers give a f allacions mark of authority to the sheet 
as a whole. The tone is not bitter. The aim is to please and 
flatter, not to criticise. Political opponents are sometimes 
described as cordially as friends. Extreme partisanship is 
generally eschewed, save when campaigns are being run, when 
the methods and tactics of the American Press are freely 
copied, and caricatures of serious argument, and ignorant or 
coarse travesties of the opposing case, are freely introduced. 
The foreign news is attractive, but not too trustworthy. 
The prevailing kind of politics is Tory democracy. But the 
aim is not to guide the movements of average opinion so much 
as to follow them, to discover what the man in the street 
thinks, or is likely to think, to reflect his moods and his 
passions — above all, his passions. 

But the main stronghold of the new Press which I have 
endeavoured to describe is its success in playing on the three 
great appetites of the average British public — the appetite for 
hearing about crime or sensational events, the appetite for sport, 
and the appetite for gambling. The exploitation of crime, the 
retaining of agents of the criminal services, and, worse still, 
the payment of heavy fees to criminals or accused persons 
for purposes which interfere both with law and with morals, 
are really appalling features of one or two of those journals 
which, by a curious irony, are the chief mental food of our 
workpeople on their day of rest. As for sport, it is as much 
the prepossession of the British as of the Roman democracy. 
When we read books like Professor Dill's "Pictures of the 
Western Roman Empire from Nero to Marcus Aurelius," we 
find how closely the fabric of the outer life of the people 
was assimilated to our own. What have we which they had 
not ? They had theatres, circuses, trade unions, benefit and 
co-operative societies — nay, they had religious revivals. 
Salvation Armies, and newspapers, more or less developed 
as their mechanical appliances allowed. But, above all, they 
had the love, almost the worship, of sport. And sport is 
almost the first aim, the standing source of profit, of our 
popular Press. Some editions of the evening newspapers are 
entirely devoted to it. All cultivate it ; all deal in notice 
and flattery of the leading athletes, vying with each other 
in buying their services, extolling their exploits, describing 
and photographing their features — treating them, in short, 
precisely as the sport-mad Roman crowd in the capital and 
in the provinces treated their favourite gladiators. The bulk 
of the readers of these panegyrics are not sportsmen them- 
selves. They watch sport, read about it, bet on it. But they 
do not even enjoy the physical stimulus that the practice of 
athletics provides ; they dream about their heroes as servant- 
girls dream about the duchesses of the Daily Mail. ^ 
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But beneath this edifice of false hero-worship is fixed the 
machinery that runs the great gambling show that the popular 
British newspapers maintain. Without it they would collapse 
in a week. They are its business agents and its glorifiers. 
What is more serious still, some of them — not conspicuously 
the halfpenny press — ^have of late gone clean outside the 
literary function, or rather they have used it as a cloak for 
the adTertisement of slightly disguised gambling ventures, 
conducted directly by their proprietors for their financial 
profit. I need not discuss the Limerick scandal. I say that 
it is a great gambling machine, out of which the State has 
reaped huge profits, only less substantial than the gains 
that have poured into the coffers of newspaper proprietors. 
I say that if the law is not able to stay this depravation 
of the purpose of newspapers, it is time to call on the 
Government to pass the necessary measures for stopping 
it. What friend of the people, what friend of instruction, 
of letters, is not interested in such a matter? What states- 
man would have ventured to abolish the paper duties if he 
had thought that the proprietors of our popular newspapers 
would d£u*e to cut up their pages into coupons for gigantic 
lotteries, inveigling millions of foolish and light-minded 
people ? Think of the stoppage of serious work, of the bad 
habits of mind and body, which the diversion of the hun- 
dreds of thousands of people into the dull circle of gamblers 
involves. To my mind it is of the utmost importance that the 
newspaper lottery should be stopped, not merely because of 
the direct harm that it does, but because it is a discouragement 
to newspaper proprietors to popularise literature, to open to the 
mass of Englishmen and Englishwomen the treasure-house of 
poetry and thought which belongs to them, and to which the 
State, through its system of national education, has given 
the key. 

At the same time, let us not judge others, when we may have 
to judge ourselves. We need not be righteous over-much. The 
journalism we have, good and bad, serious and flippant, is the 
journalism that we deserve. If it goes to the people it comes 
from the people. And the peculiar quality of the special form 
of newspaper production which I have briefly described is that 
it is part of the great machinery of entertainment to which so 
much of modern life in a well-to-do State is devoted. The 
new journalism, in its most successful products, is purely com- 
mercial. Its conductors carry it on as men carry on a shop. 
Its business is organised strictly on commercial lines, and this 
fact explains its great financial success. Every page, every 
column, every paragraph, is arranged and written to pay. The 
printed sheet is treated as a draper's window is " dressed," to 
attract the greatest number of customers. From such a calcula- 
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tion it is obyioos that any serious educational and intellectual 
effort is necessarily excluded. The goods supplied must be 
precisely what the great mass of the public demand — no better, 
no worse. All unpopular causes — and all causes that raise 
mankind to higher levels of thought and feeling are unpopular 
to begin with — ^must be avoided. Everything that readily 
excites them, above all, that raises the diabolic excitement of 
war, is proper food for such a Press. Everything that looks to 
the future, that lifts men into sympathy with other nations, 
and into feeling for their own flesh and blood, is discouraged. 
I remember Sir John Robinson, the late editor of the Daily 
NetvSy telling me that in the time of the American Civil War, 
when the paper took the side of the North and of antinalavery, 
its circulation fell to 6,000 copies, and he and the editor 
walked home one night wondering how soon they would 
all be in the workhouse. But they held on, month after month, 
year after year, and kept the flag flying. How long would the 
new journalism have flown the flag of anti-slavery, or any flag 
that struck at its circulation ? Not one week, not one day. 
All such views are out of the picture when the aim is to keep 
in with the mass-mind, to interpret its mood, to please it, and 
therefore to follow rather than to lead it. 

If, therefore, you desire a more serious and educative type of 
journalism, it is for you, ladies and gentlemen, to form the 
public opinion which will call for it. It is for the State to 
educate its citizens, to try and mould them, so far as may be, 
to the shape in which they will readily require the better gifts 
of civilisation. Journalism, with its quick receptivity, will 
follow this improvement, and will even stimulate it. We 
must not ask too much, or call on people to be too intelligent 
or thoughtful, or despise the love of amusement, of gossip, 
which is bred in our hard-driven population. But we may, I 
think, demand that newspapers shall cease to be the feeders of 
the unhealthy, irrational excitement that poisons the over- 
stimulated society of our great towns. It is for you to supply 
the corrective — to Vim at giving to modern life those elements 
of gentleness, quietness, and stability of character in which 
alone its happiness can consist. 

Dr. HORTON thanked Mr. Massingham for his courageous 
utterance. They did not like to offend the Press, but he 
thought it the duty of great religious organisations to 
reform the Press. If they wished to reform it, they should 
face the fact of what it was. He was impressed with the 
demoralisation that was taking place. Again and again he had 
come across the result of the Limerick competitions — people 
ruined, driven into lunatic asylums, not to mention the waste 
of time and of intellectual energy. He thought they should 
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ask the House of Commons to authorise a short measure to 
prohibit them. It was a criminal oversight to allow the sale 
of demoralising literature upon the bookstalls. There were 
three papers the Dominion of Canada prohibited from entering 
that country that were sold upon our bookstalls. 

Alderman Snapb paid a high tribute to Mr. Massingham's 
courage, and appealed to the Executive to make a speciality of 
the subject of the Press, so that some practical effect could be 
given to the matter. 

Rev. W. Bbadpield, B.A., read the following paper : — 

THE MODERN PASSION FOR PLEASURE. 
By Rev. W. Bradfibld, B.A. 

I have been asked to bring before the Council the question of 
"The Modern Passion for Pleasure." I most sincerely wish 
that the subject had been entrusted to better hands, but I 
make no manner of doubt that it is itself both important 
and timely, and that there is a real peril threatening our 
national life from this quarter. Many thoughtful persons 
believe that there has come about of late years a real change 
in the temperament and character of the English people. The 
appetite for amusement has grown till it has become a diseased 
craving which threatens to sap the moral energies of large 
numbers of our people. 

I am not speaking as an enemy of joy. I have no sympathy 
with a gloomy and sunless asceticism. In the nature which 
God has given us there are deep-seated cravings for beauty and 
delight. Man does not live by bread alone. And especially in 
our strenuous modem life there is a growing need for relaxa- 
tion. The bow that is always bent loses its spring. And it is 
from these two real needs of humanity, the hunger for joy and 
the necessity for relaxation, that our problem arises. For in 
these two things temptation finds its vantage point. Here the 
soul is assailed and too often ensnared and ruined. Here 
we want some strong defence against the assaults of the 
adversary. 

That the problem has grown more acute in our day, as I 
think all will admit, does not arise from any degradation of the 
kinds of pleasure that are sought for by the people. Some of 
them are very unworthy, no doubt, and some absolutely deplor- 
able. Yet I should think that there has been a distinct and 
marked upward tendency on the whole in the quality of the 
amusements which the people are enjoying, and I have no 
sympathy with the attitude of those who despise the homelier 
pleasures of the common people, yet all the while indulge 
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themselves' in the more refined and luxurious pleasures for 
which their culture fits them and which their wealth makes 
possible. High art and classical music can rob men's souls of 
the life that is hid with Christ in God, as well as music-hall 
songs and living pictures. No doubt there is much to reform 
in the character of our popular amusements, but they are not 
worse than they were, and however much they are reformed 
our problem will remain. The love of pleasure rather than 
God will not "lose half its evil by losing all its grossness." 
The "slacker," as our 'Varsity men call him, will lose the very 
power and desire to do noble deeds- just the same, however 
elegant and refined may be the trifles over which he fritters 
away his life. 

One part of the reason for the great increase of danger from 
pleasure-seeking comes, I think, from the greater stress and 
keenness of modem life. The need for recreation is greater, 
the thing has more prominence, and the temptations connected 
with it assert themselves more strongly. But the great reason 
for this increase, so it seems to me, is relief from the pressure 
caused by certain anticipated evils which people no longer fear 
as they did. Fear — the fear of any kind of vital failure that is 
really dreaded — ^will at once check the inordinate love of 
pleasure. The fear of wild beasts made primitive man 
strenuous in his efforts after personal and tribal safety. The 
fear of enemies created a discipline which gave law and order 
to barbarous races. The fear of hunger has done much to 
creatfe those habits of industry which have so wonderfully 
uplifted the civilised races. And the strength and severity 
that has been given to moral character by the fear of the 
judgment of God cannot be denied. 

It is not that the stimulus of fear and pain has been the only 
motive or even the chief one to strenuousness and seriousness 
of life. The desire for the higher good, the crying out of the 
heart and flesh for the living God has been greater far and of 
unquestioned potency. But fear has been a motive to upward 
effort, and a strong one ; and, moreover, one of such a nature 
that its removal naturally tends to produce the effect we are 
now considering, namely, the craving for immediate ease and 
pleasure of a kind that makes no great strain on either mind or 
body. If y6u are not afraid of slipping back there is no great 
hurry about going forward. To-morrow will do for that — mean- 
while here is to-day to enjoy. The attitude created by fear — that 
of watchfulness, defence, and struggle — is tense, strenuous, 
concentrated. Remove the need for these things and re- 
laxation naturally supervenes. And our business is with the 
temptations and dangers of relaxation, mental and moral 
slackness, and aimless self-surrender to an unguided current 
of pleasant sensations. If the people who want pleasure went 
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and did something for themselves, none of us would feel quite 
so bad abont it. Bnt they don't do things so much as look on 
while other people do them ; they watch athletic contests, such 
as football matches, instead of developing their own muscles ; 
they pay to be amused by the painfully manufactured fun of 
the music-hall, rather than make their own merriment, and 
generally give themselves up to be catered for instead of 
asserting their own individuality and choice. 

Now pain and fear have been schoolmasters, and have driven 
men to effort and struggle. They wanted to escape, and the 
way of escape has always been upwards. By surmounting 
dififitjulties they have risen to higher things. If the place in 
which one actually stands is dangerous, he will try to climb 
out of it at once. But if he has gained some fair footing 
he will stop and rest. 

Now here is, at any rate, one great part of our problem. 
The stimulus of fear has been largely removed from the people 
who are giving themselves up to pleasure ; indeed, it is almost 
dying out of our lives. The ancient fear of man — that of wild 
animals — ^is long ago dead ; the fear of enemies is dying ffiwt. 
I know it still makes us waste enormous sums of money on 
Dreadnoughts and such like things, but it is fading out of 
existence for all that. The South African War showed us 
that it was not strong enough to make our military officers 
give themselves earnestly to the study of their own profession ; 
and if we believe it is otherwise in the Navy, one main reason 
is that ships of war are complicated machines with a fetsd ten- 
dency to go to the bottom if they are not well constructed and 
intelligently controlled. If anybody wants an example of the 
wholesome moral effect of fear on human workmanship, let 
him compare the slovenliness of a jerry-built house with the 
splendid efficiency of a great steamship, and reflect on the 
reasons why the one is so well and the other so badly done. 
The fear of foes, to come back, is not very effective as a moral 
tonic to-day. You can't persuade the people even to practise 
rifle-shooting. The fear of want is still powerful, and has 
much to do with the earnestness and effort of modern life. 
But the people who are most giving themselves up to pleasure 
are the people who have escaped or are just escaping from this 
fear. And modern economic progress promises to remove the 
hunger fear from us all, and we will all be heartily thankful if 
it can. But if it does it will intensify the difficulty we are 
now discussing. It will create an enormous increase in the 
demand for pleasure, and with it must come a corresponding 
increase in the temptations of pleasure. And I for one, because 
I hope great things from progress in social economy, believe 
.that the Churches must brace themselves up for a long struggle 
with these temptations. They are increasing and will increase. 
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How are we going to meet them ? What sufficient stimnlos 
shall we find to keep the will alive and strong, and to maintain 
that upward striving and aspiration of soul without which 
moral flabbiness and spiritual degeneracy must inevitably set 
in ? Let us make no mistake about it. Whether fear be gone 
or not, the danger is there, and it is real. ^' She that liveth in 
pleasures dead while she liveth.*' A man may argue as much 
as he likes about the legitimacy of pleasure and the holiness of 
beauty, but if he allows his soul to be ensnared by these things 
there is 

** One more task deolined, one more footpath nntrod, 
One more devil's triamph and sorrow of angels, 
One more wrong done to man, one more sin against God.*' 

And we are suffering heavily to-day, and unless we bestir 
ourselves we are likely to suffer still more — ^not, as Keats com- 
plained, from "the inhuman dearth of noble natures*' — ^but 
from the noble natures entangled in this snare, enmeshed in 
the silken net held down by the soft and yielding bonds they 
cannot break, and 

** Lost to use and sight and name and fame.'' 

Although I believe the danger to be great and increasing, 
and feel that our difficulty in dealing with it is extreme, I 
cannot think that there is much to be gained by falling back 
on the defences of asceticism and restriction. . Puritan severity 
produced a very noble type of character. We may give it our 
frankest admiration. We imay vdsh with all our heart to 
reproduce it, but we cannot say what we don't believe, even to 
gain so desirable an end. And if we did we should never gain 
by pretence what they gained by conviction. And I take it 
that most of us, however keenly we feel the danger of the 
inordinate love of pleasure, do not really in our hearts believe 
that the pleasures are in themselves wrong. We cannot, there- 
fore, draw the hard-and-fast lines of the old times. The 
unreality of it would lead to an hypocrisy worse in its spiritual 
consequences than the evil we are striving to cure. And the 
love of pleasure would get inside our boundary lines, draw 
them where we would. 

I believe in individual asceticism. He is a truly wise man 
who sternly denies to himself those practices and indulgences 
which he finds hurtful to his soul's life. The wisdom of getting 
to heaven with one eye rather than going to hell with two 
might well be more practised and commended among us. 
But it must be individual. The wisdom of saying to one's 
brother, " Let me put out your eye, that you may get to heaven 
with one," is by no means so apparent, Aud wbw it gets to 
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'* Only one-eyed people allowed to travel in this company,'* 
it is unendurable. 

There is no Saul's armour that we can put on as we go out to 
fight this battle. They put up a gate at the top of the nursery 
stairs for us when we were children, but we leave the stairway 
unimpeded to-day, though it would hurt us more to fall 
down now than it did then. It seems sometimes a terrible 
risk to let the defences of regulation and convention go and 
depend solely on the power of the Spirit. And yet that is the 
way of victory. For us the noblest and most perfect ideal of 
life is to follow " whithersoever He goeth " Him who " came 
eating and drinking," yet did not refuse the cup which His 
Father gave Him to drink ; who bade us " consider the lilies " 
and also the corn of wheat which falls into the ground and dies 
that it may bear much fruit ; who took His disciples both to 
the marriage feast where He turned the water into wine, and 
also to the garden where " His sweat was, as it were, drops of 
blood falling to the ground." It is good to live, for He came 
that we might have life in abundance. Our Master is the Son 
of Man ; we must count nothing human foreign to us. 

So when we are asked to draw the line somewhere our 
answer must be that the Christian man is a law to himself. 
We will draw the line clearly and definitely so as to exclude 
what is unclean, unkind, and untrue, but we cannot condemn 
what is innocent for the sake of supposed moral advantage. 
Men are entirely wise to limit themselves as much as they find 
necessary for following Christ, but each must take up his own 
cross ; we cannot lay it on his back. 

One relief and remedy ought to be much more .cultivated 
than it is— the child in the midst. If we would associate our 
recreations and amusements ,more with the children, an4 seek 
to brighten their lives and share theiir fun, we should at the 
same time heighten our own pleasures, take the poison out of 
them, and bless the little ones. And our Lord's advice, ""When 
thou makest a feast call the poor and the maimed and the halt 
and the blind," deserves much more literal obedience from us 
than is mostly given to it. Much of the danger of the 
inordinate love of pleasure. is entirely removed where the 
search for pleasure is associated with the children, the weak, 
and the poor. 

And the higher pleasures must in like manner be associated 
with the love of God. Music, Art, Poetry all. are ennobled by 
being devoted to His service. The alabaster box of ointaaent 
finds its right use when it is poured on the head of the Lord. 
After all, the poison of pleasure is self-love. And the pleasures 
that mean love to God and love to man will be ennobled and 
cleansed from all defilement^ . 
. There is work for the Churches to do here. We have be^x 
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very busy finding amusements, respectable enongh to be 
tolerated, for our young men and women in the glory of their 
strength and beauty. We would do better to teach them to find 
their joy in giving delight to the poor and the maimed and the 
blind, and in making friends with the children, who would 
grow and thrive in the sunlight of their friendship, and pay 
back with very worship the kindness shown them. 

And we must preach more the truth of that great cry of 
Augustine, " Thou hast made me for Thyself, and my heart is 
restless until it finds rest in Thee." We are daunted by the 
seeming impossibility of the task. It seems so unthinkable 
that we should ask the football crowd to care about the Beatific 
Vision. And yet the only impossibility is in the cowardliness of 
our own unbelief. Take those men one by one and they are, 
indeed, " creatures capable of God," and we know it. And it 
is ours to help them to go to Him who will give them that 
higher self of theirs, which is not self, but the Indwelling God. 

And I think we ought not to hesitate to use that weapon that 
we have so much neglected of late — the Master Fear. That is 
no passing thing. There is one finally dreadful thing in the 
universe of God, and it is the wrath of the Lamb, the final 
anger of finally outraged love. 

And it is exactly that that the pleasure-loving idler and 
slacker ought to fear. And we ought to tell him plainly, 
earnestly, and often, whether he will hear or whether he will 
forbear, that he is wasting what Jesus Christ died to save, 
and that the crowning unreality of religion is that which tries 
to hope that a man shall not reap what he has sown, and shall 
escape though he neglect the great salvation. 

I do not believe that there is any cheap and easy victory 
before us. I expect the evils of pleasure-seeking to increase in 
our land. I believe the Churches have a great and weary con- 
flict before them. We are no longer separated into hostile 
camps. The Church is in the world and the world in the 
Church. We have to fight naked and unprotected by the old 
conventions and regulations. And if men finally don't want 
God we have no power to deal with them. But that does not 
absolve us from the watchman's duty. ** When I say to the 
wicked, wicked man, thou shalt surely die, and thou dost not 
speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall 
die in his iniquity, but his blood will I require at thine hand." 

But if we speak, tl^ough the men who don't listen will die, 
it shall come about that those who will listen shall learn to use 
the world as not abusing it, and all the good creatures of God 
shall bring Him praise and glory, and a nobler coming age 
shall find that flesh shall help soul as soul helps flesh, and 
men's whole body, soul, and spirit shall be preserved entire at 
the comii^ig of our Lord Jesus. 
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Mrs. W. S. Cainb introduced the subject of the new 
Women's Auxiliary : — 



WOMEN'S AUXILIARY OF THE NATIONAL FREE 
CHURCH COUNCIL. 

By Mrs. W. S. Cainb. 

The formation of the Women's Auxiliary of the National 
Free Church Council, for the purpose of developing moral 
and religious work by women for women, is by no means a 
novel proposal ; it has been for years in the minds and on the 
hearts of many devoted Christian workers, who feel that the 
closer union of Free Church women would not only help on 
their various special interests and be of much benefit to 
themselves, but would also be a means of stimulating and 
strengthening Free Church Councils everywhere. 

There is a growing impression on all hands that if women 
can be organised nationally for political, temperance, and other 
work, it is of still greater importance that the women of the 
Free Churches should take their place side by side with their 
brethren in the defence of the principles which they hold dear 
and in advancing the coming of God's Kingdom upon earth. 
Let it be clearly understood that there is no idea of rivalry or 
wish to act independently, but that the Women's Auxiliary 
should truly be "a helper in Christ" and should act in 
harmony with the policy of the National Free Church 
Council. To ensure this, the scheme provides that the Pre- 
sident of the Free Church Council shall be President of the 
Women's Auxiliary, and the Secretary of the National Council 
shall be an ex officio member. This scheme is the outcome 
and natural development of the Girls' Guild Department and 
of Women's Auxiliaries in various parts of the country. The 
Girls' Guild work, under the able and enthusiastic direction of 
Mrs. Benham, is now permanent and growing rapidly. In March, 
1903, 130 Councils had started Guilds. In 1904 the number 
was increased to 200, and in 1907 there were 340 secretaries, 
60 correspondents, 3,000 associates ; girl members in London, 
2,000 ; in Wales, 850 ; in towns and villages, 11,500 ; while 
4,000 girls were under the care of correspondents. Those who 
read the very interesting reports from year to year will see 
how steady the progress has been, and what new and valuable 
developments have taken place. Among others, thirteen per- 
manent Homes have been started, which are not only safe and 
happy meeting-places for young women in business, but in 
some cases, as in Bournemouth, supply a much-felt need, 
namely, Holiday Homes for girls from other Guilds. A mo^t 
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satisfactory feature has been the increase of devotional meet- 
ings, the establishment of Bible-classes, and, above all, the fact 
that so many girls have joined the Church during the past 
year. The work of the Girls' Guild has evoked the practical 
help and sympathy of large numbers of our Free Church 
women, whose influence with the girls under their care is 
immensely beneficial. The special talents of highly cultured 
Christian women have been devoted to this ministry, as, for 
instance, some of the students at Newnham and the Teachers' 
Training College at Cambridge have given their services to the 
Guild, and French, literature, history, and other subjects are 
taught ; while, to show how up to datie the work is, the study 
of Esperanto has lately been added to this list. 

The success that has attended this branch of the work of the 
Free Church Council gives great encouragement to those who 
are anxious to promote the establishment of the Women's 
Auxiliary. The need for women's work among young and 
old alike is becoming daily more pressing. The social prob- 
lems confronting the Christian Church are such as can only be 
dealt with thoroughly by the combined efforts of consecrated 
men and women. Not only in the large cities and towns of 
our country, but in the quiet villages and rural districts, 
immorality abounds. It has been stated that ^^ the growth of 
female intemperance is on a scale so vast as to constitute a 
reproach and danger, and indifference to domestic duties and 
the care of children are very common evils of the present day." 
The articles by Mr. George B. Sims that have appeared in the 
TriJmne and other papers lately showed such a terrible con- 
dition of things among the poor in many of our large towns 
that it seems as if our country is hardly civilised yet, to say 
nothing of its being Christianised. In consequence of all this 
sin and misery there is a cry not only from the children, but 
from the men and women steeped in cruel poverty, the victims 
of drink and vice, the uncared-for members of the body politic, 
but those " for whom Christ died." Not mere charity in the 
ordinary sense of the word, but love — pure, burning. Christ- 
like, welling up from the hearts of those whom He has 
purchased with His own blood — is the remedy to be applied 
to the ills of humanity. The Christian women of our land 
can, if they will, by their prayers and their lives of self-sacrifice, 
prepare a safer and brighter future, not only for the happy 
boys and girls in their own " sure dwellings," but for the 
children for whom the words " love " and " home " have no 
meaning, whose pai*ents, degraded and brutalised by drink, 
neglect or ill-use them, and whose future is indeed dark unless 
the followers of Him who loved and died for these poor lost lambs 
will carry out their Master's teaching, remembering that " it is 
not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little 
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ones should perish." All this work claims the consideratioQ. 
of the women of our Free Churches. Not that they are 
standing aloof, regardless of such claims. They are doin^ 
splendid work, and devoting themselves, body, soul, and 
spirit, to the service of their Lord. But " union is strength," 
and — 

'* As one lamp lights another, nor grows less, 
So nobleness enkindlelh nobleness. ' ' 

Women's Auxiliaries already exist in many places, and are 
proving of the greatest value in assisting the various causes 
needing help, and in bringing together in sympathy the Free 
Church women. At Leeds the Women's Union began in 1896, 
when 32 members were enrolled, and now there are 130. 
Their work is chiefly connected with Girls' Guild and rescue 
work. They appear to work independently of the Council, but 
alongside and in harmony with it. 

In Birmingham the social redemptive work is a special 
feature, and has been attended with blessed results. Through 
the loving influence of Miss Taylor, the deaconess, many sin- 
stricken souls have been led to the Saviour and have found 
rest and healing in Him. 

In 1905 a Women's Auxiliary was formed at Gravesend, the 
Executive Committee of which consists of one representative 
from each Church, together with the ofQcers. It is represented 
on the local Council by its President and four delegates. 
Prayer meetings and evangelistic meetings for women are 
held, and a women's mission was conducted by a lady evan- 
gelist, the expenses being paid by the Auxiliary. Village 
work is also undertaken in the surrounding districts. Besides 
these Auxiliaries, the Women's Settlements in Canning Town, 
Plaistow, Bermondsey, and other places are doing splendid 
work, and the Yorkshire Guild of Christian Service and the 
Wesleyan League of Social Service are among the many 
agencies which are accomplishing great and lasting good. 

The Committee of the Free Church Girls' Guild, believing 
that the time has now fully come for the closer union of 
women in Free Church work, recommends the National 
Council to form a Women's Auxiliary with branches in con- 
nection with local Free Church Councils. The Girls' Guild 
Committee, as at present constituted, being only a nominated 
body — a temporary expedient— it is desirable that all Free 
Church women's work should be united as far as |)€88ible 
under the direction of a representative body, and the scheme 
proposes that "The Women's Auxiliary shall elect its own 
Vice-President, Treasurer, and Secretary at the annual business 
meeting to be held in connection with the annual Free Church 
Council in March of each year." 
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, *' For the present the Girls' Guild Committee shall be the 
Executive of the Women's Auxiliary, but it is proposed to elect 
an Executive Committee, consisting of thirty members, to be 
elected at the annual business meeting of the Auxiliary." 

The advantages of such a central body ad hoc are evident. 
First, encouii'aging the formation of new Auxiliaries. Second, 
the concentration and exchange of useful experience and 
mutual instruction, encouragement, and support. Third, from 
such a centre advice and information as to the best methods of 
working such Auxiliaries, the avoidance of mistaken methods, 
and instruction as to special methods could be obtained. For 
instance, the best way to form a Girls' Guild, how to further 
increase the usefulness of Mothers' Meetings and other gather- 
ings for women, &c. 

One very satisfactory and inevitable result of forming 
organisations of this character is the discovery of new speakers 
and workers who can lead and instruct others. No doubt 
many of our Free Church women would gladly join in such 
work, and would give time and talent that are now expended 
outside our Churches to the united efforts of a Women's 
Auxiliary. Specially is this the case with the young women 
in Free Church families, many of whom take up work in 
connection with other communions because in the Church with 
which their parents are connected there is not always an outlet 
for their energies ; and the Established Church, the Salvation 
Army, and other spheres attract great numbers of these 
earnest and cultured girls. It is hoped that a vast reserve 
force of practical sympathy will be drawn out towards the 
many good causes which the Women's Auxiliaries desire to 
promote. All the bright hopefulness, the untiring energy, and 
the loving sympathy of young Free Church women will indeed 
bring blessing, not only to those they seek to help, but also to 
themselves, as they realise the sense of union with one another 
and devote their lives to God's service. One sphere of 
Christian work that might well be more generally engaged 
in by young Free Church women is the Sunday School. 
How frequently appeals from the pulpit are made for more 
teachers, and those who have leisure for the thorough 
preparation of the lessons as well as the visitation of the 
homes of their scholars will greatly add to the efficiency of 
the school. Training the chil(&en who are taking the Sunday 
School examination is a very important part of a teacher's 
duties. 

Those who advocate the formation of the Women's Auxiliary 
have no wish or intention to supplant or overlap the work of 
other societies, but to supplement and assist their efforts. For 
instance, it is well known that many persons who are deeply 
impressed during Gospel or Temperance Missions fall away 
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because they are not visited and looked after. A Women's 
Auxiliary in a town where such a Mission was held could 
follow up such cases, and by personal effort could sustain 
them in their difficult path. There would then be no need 
for a special Committee to be formed for such a purpose. 
The Women's Auxiliary would be always ready to assist 
the work of the missioners, and would be specially helpful 
to the erring sisters, many of whom, alas I fall under the 
influence of drink. 

It need hardly be said that the advocates of the proposed 
Women's Auxiliary have no desire to include any kind of 
political propaganda within the sphere of its activities. While 
recognising that there are n^any public questions in which 
women naturally take a direct and special interest, it is felt 
that there are already in existence organisations for the pro- 
motion of these objects, and that our new Auxiliary will find 
ample scope for its energies within the limits laid down in 
this paper. 

Among the many objects advocated in the suggested scheme, 
" the adoption of measures calculated to advance the cause of 
social purity " is one of the most important, and it is hoped 
that the Free Church Mothers' Guild already existing may 
be widely developed. The objects of such an association are : 

1. " The banding together of mothers who desire to do all 
that lies in their power to train their children in habits of 
obedience, truthfulness, and purity. 

2. " To arouse and deepen in mothers a sense of responsi- 
bility for the moral, physical, and spiritual welfare of their 
children. 

3. " To help mothers in various ways in the proper equip- 
ment of their children for the future duties and work of 
life." 

In our Mothers' Meetings there is great scope for the practical 
help of Christian women. Those who know anything of such 
meetings as that at Plaistow, with its seven hundred members, 
feel that such gatherings might be far more general with the 
help of a united band of women, willing not only to attend the 
meetings, but to visit the homes of the members and to assist 
the poor, as George Eliot says, by making them agents in 
bettering their own condition. The Women's Auxiliary could 
arrange United Meetings, gathering together all the Mothers' 
Meetings willing to join, and iproviding an attractive pro- 
gramme and a good tea. This is often done by other societies 
with excellent results, encouraging friendship and kindly 
feeling among the different members. It would be the earnest 
desire of the Women's Auxiliary to promote the reciprocal 
relation of their social work with that of other societies — for 
example, the National Union of Women Workers, the National 
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Vigilance Society, the British Women's Temperance Associa- 
tion, the Women's Total Abstinence Union, the Band of 
Hope, <fec. 

Mnch might be said of the social side. A Women's Auxiliary 
in a conntry district might help strangers coming to settle in 
the neighbonrhood by making them feel at home. The 
Apostle's injunction, " Use hospitality one to another," could 
be ipractically observed, and would be no unimportant part of 
the work of the Women's Auxiliary. 

It is proposed that (1) Each Free Church Council shall be 
invited to form a local Women's Auxiliary, to consist of one or 
more delegates to be appointed by each Church associated with 
the Council, and of such personal members as shall be approved 
by the Committee of the local Auxiliary. (2) "The officials 
of the local Free Church Council shall be ex officio members of 
the local Auxiliary, and where possible the officers of the 
Auxiliary should be ex officio members of the local Free Church 
Council.'* 

Of coarse it has been constantly urged that more women 
should be elected not only on the local Councils, but also on 
the Committee of the National Council, where it is most 
desirable that the proposed Women's Auxiliary should have 
direct representation. Last year five women were Secretaries 
of Free Church Councils, thirty-five delegates to the National 
Council, and sixty-six personal members. On the Executive 
Committee of the North Wales Federation there are three 
women. It is satisfactory to know that these numbers are 
increasing and that more women are willing to undertake this 
work. If the Women's Auxiliary is to do the great work that 
is contemplated, many more must come forward and take 
advantage of the opportunity that is presented. 

The meetings held in so many places last year by Mrs. 
Rendel Harris were attended by multitudes of women whose 
hearts the Lord has touched, and who have formed Prayer 
Unions among themselves, with devout determination to carry 
into practical effort the strength and guidance they received in 
such rich measure. Indeed, the religious and spiritual side of 
Free Church work must ever be valued above every other, and 
this, with God's help, the Women's Auxiliary will earnestly 
endeavour to emphasise in all their efforts for the advancement 
of His Eangdom. 

The following communication had been received from the 
General Committee : — 

** The Committee of the National Free Church Girls* Guild, believing that 
the time has now come for the closer union of women in Free Church work, 
recommends the National Council to form a Women's National Auxiliary with 
[^ranches as Au^iaries of local Free Church Councils, 
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The Committee suggests that the National Auxiliary shall consist of one 
or more representatives from each local Auxiliary and from eabh Girls' Guild, 
with the President, Treasurer, and Secretary of the National CoundL Its 
work shall he under the direction of an Executive Committee elected by the 
NationiJ Auxiliary. 

The Girls' Guild Committee submits the following scheme for adoption by 
the National Council: — 

SUGGESTED SCHEME. 

i^anie. Women's Auxiliary of the National Free Church Council. 

OhjecU. The objects of the Women's Auxiliary shaU be to unite the women 
of the Free Churches with a view to the development and extension 
of women's work in connection with local Free Church Councils and 
Free Churches by : — 

1. The organisation of Free Church Girls' Guilds. 

2. The adoption of measures calculated to advance the cause of social purity. 
8. Visitation. 

4. The organisation of meetings for the promotion of Social Beform. 

5. The organisation and federation of Mothers' Meetings (when practicable) 

and similar gatherings for women. 

6. The furtherance of the ministry of women in every department of Christian 

service. 

In carrying out these objects the Auxiliary shall always act in harmony with 
the policy of the National Free Church Council, and all resolutions on 
publi3 questions shall be approved by the General Committee as in the 
case of all Committees. 

Officers. The Women's Auxiliary shall elect its own Vice-President, Treasurer, 
and Secretary, at the Annual Business Meetings of the Auxiliary to be 
held in connection with the Annual Free Church Council in March of 
each year. 

For the present the Girls' Guild Committee shall be the Executive of the 
National Auxiliary, but it is proposed to elect an Executive Committee 
consisting of 30 members to be elected at the Annual Business Meeting 
of the Auxiliary. The Executive Committee thus constituted shall have 
power to co-opt 20 additional members. 

The President of the National Council Ibr the time being shall be Presidm^ 
of the Auxiliary, and the Secretary of the National Council shall be 
an ex officio member of the Auxiliary and of the Executive Committee. 
The Executive Committee shall meet at least once a month (except 
August) for despatch of business. 

Special National and CHrls* Ouild Auxiliary Meetings, The whole of the repre- 
sentatives from the local Auxiliaries forming the National Auxiliary shall 
be summoned twice each year in the months of March (at the Annual 
Council Meetings) and September. The meeting in Mardi shall be the 
Annual Business Session of the Auxiliary to elect officers, committee, Ac. 
Beports of the work done by the Executive shall be presented to these 
half-yearly meetings and also to the Secretaiyof the National Council 
for presentation to the meetings of the General Committee of ihe National 
Council. 

Local Atixiliaries. 1. Each local Free Church Council shall be invited to form 
a local Women's Auxiliary, to consist of one or more delegates to be 
appointed by each Church associated with the Council, and of such 
personal members as shall be approved by the Committee of the local 
Auxiliary. 

2. The officials of the local Free Church Council shall be ex officio 
members of the local Auxiliary, and where possible the officers of the 
Auxiliary should be ex officio members of the local Free Church Council. 

AUeratUm* in Constitution, No alterations in the Constitution of the National 
Auxiliary shall be adopted without the sanction of the GtenersI Committee 
of the National Council, and that tWQ mouths' ootice of any change in 
Constitution shall be given. '* 
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Eev. W, B. Labk moved the following resolution : — 

'* That the National Ooonoil of the E^angelioal Free Churches heartily 
approves of the action of the Girls' Guild Crommittee, endorsed by the Exeouttve 
Committee of the Council, in seeking to extend the sphere of women's work in 
tne EYangelical Free Churches, and cordiaUy welcomes the proposal to form a 
Women's Aoxiliary. 

It adopts the Constitution now presented and urges all the local Councils 
to form branches and thus secure the organised co-operation of the women of 
the Free Chorches in the religious, social, and civic work undertaken by the 
Free Choroh Councils." 

Bev. W. Babnbs seconded, and the motion was unanimously 
carried. 

MACEDONIA, 

Rev. Georgb Eatbs, F.B.Hist.S., moved the following 
resolution : — 

** That this National Council of the Evangelical Free Churches deeply 
deplores the shocking tontinuance of the cruelty and bloodshed in Biacedonia, 
and uijges upon the Council that they should take part in the expression 
of public opinion in order to support the Government in bringing about the 
establishment of elective control by the Great Powers. 

The Cooncil further urges upon Free Churchmen to call attention to the 
oonUnued disorders in Armenia, and to use aU legitimate means to bring 
about the pacification of that unhappy country." 

Mr. BOBEBT Whyte seconded, and the resolution was 
carried unanimously. 

The afternoon's proceedings were concluded by the pro- 
nouncement of the Benediction by the President. 



SECRETARIES' CONFERENCE. 

A Conference of Secretaries of Free Church Councils was 
held at 5 o'clock in the Primitive Methodist Schoolroom, 
Mr. W. P. Hartley, J.P., being the host. Miss Hartley and the 
Rev. J. T. Barkby received the guests. The proceedings were 
'private, many matters concerning the working of local Councils 
being discussed. Rev. Thomas Law presided. A cordial vote 
of thanks was passed to the host, who, owing to absence in 
Prance, was unable to be present. 
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THURSDAY. 



MORNING SESSION. 

The Council reassembled at 9 o'clock. The Rev. J. T. Forbes, 
M.A., conducted the devotional exercises and preached the 
following sermon : — 



SERVING UP TO SUCCESS. 
By Rev. J. T. Forbes, M.A. 

** I wholly followed the Lord my God. . . . 

** Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the Lord spake in that 
day." — Joshua xiv. 8, 12. 

Earlier in this book we have been already told that Joshua 
had taken Hebron and had smitten all its inhabitants with the 
edge of the sword. The discrepancy is not of vital import 
for my purpose. It occurs in a book which represents a method 
of treatment of the past for purposes of edification not un- 
common in Hebrew literature. On any estimate, the narrative 
gives us the devout writer's view of some of the moral con- 
ditions of success, and it is with these alone I am concerned. 
We are told that in the assignment of the conquered territory 
to Israel, a particular spot — the city of Hebron — was by his own 
request set apart for conquest by Caleb. He was a proved man, 
the tested companion of Joshua himself in long-past expedi- 
tions. His claims had been admitted by the great leader whom 
both had been proud to follow. Now when the time has come 
for carrying out the national programme of division, he comes 
forward with his petition. His case is strong. He has been 
frank when truth was unpopular, and loyal when defection was 
widespread ; he has experienced providential help and deliver- 
ances ; he has retained the capacity, and won the moral right 
to essay the capture of Hebron ; and he is in absolute depen- 
dence, not on his own efficiency but on the presence of God. 
His estate that is to be is still in the hands of the enemy. It is 
not a peaceable occupation of an inheritance, but a conquest to 
which he feels himself summoned. But his past has prepared 
him to anticipate success. He has served up to it. The task is 
faced by a man who has been faithful. 

We aire not to-day in any doubt as to our duty ; we are 
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sammoned to the conquest of human society for Christ. The 
Church's business is the same as the new army's — to be an 
efficient fighting machine. Christian experience is not experi- 
ence of a blessing which can end with its first possessor. Our 
religion can never be merely a private consolation. Our busi- 
ness is conquest, annexation, and assimilation. The kingdoms 
of human life are to become the kingdoms of Ood's Son. The 
worlds of journalism and literature, art and artisanship, are to 
have on them yet the image and superscription of Jesus. A 
limited and exclusive success would be failure for Christianity. 
Its business is to leaven the whole lump of humanity. 

Considering this, some of the conditions which were part of 
the basis of Caleb's moral claim when he prayed, " Give me 
this mountain," are worthy of study, and apt to our present 
state. In difiicult conditions he had preserved truth : " I 
brought him word again as it was in mine heart " ; he had mani- 
fested fidelity — " I wholly followed the Lord my God " ; he had 
kept alive in himself the conditions in which faith flourishes — 
" Now therefore give me this mountain . . ." ; it may be that 
the Lord will be with me, and I shall drive " the enemy " out. 
Even in old age he meditates further enterprises, he sees 
visions and dreams — dreams of cities to be won for Gk)d. He 
asks for Hebron ; he had served up to it ; and he gets it, for he 
is worthy. Morally and in every way he is represented as 
fulfilling in himself certain conditions of success. 

Have we to-day the moral right to pray prayers for great 
victories ? Have we fulfilled such conditions in face of our 
task as are congruous to that iaskf Caleb was absolutely frank 
at a time when frankness might cost him dear. Are Christians 
entitled to claim whatever credit attaches to frankness, to 
speaking the truth to men as it is in their hearts to-day ? Does 
our teaching function as ministers, if I may s^k to them for 
a moment, not include spreading the knowledge of the re- 
adjustments of statement which the time demands ? Are we 
not tempted to give people what they want rather than what 
they need ? Truth includes such a commonplace matter as 
information about the state of things with regard to doctrine 
and concerning the Bible generally. There is nothing, I know, 
that many desire less than information. Many hate to be made 
to think. If a man wants popularity the most popular thing 
he can do is to return people's own convictions to them in a 
better dress than they are accustomed to wear ; so that a man 
may say of his familiar scheme of things, " That has always 
been my view, but I never heard it put so nicely before." 
There is a weak reticence as well as a strong reticence. And it 
is quite vain to suppose that questions like the relative values 
of the books of the New Testament, for example, can be left to 
adjust themselves, while we bend our energies solely to what 
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we take to be the work of edification. Truth edifies. It is by 
the truth that men are sanctified. " If a thing is true," it has 
been wisely said, " let us all believe it, rich and poor, men and 
women and children. If a thing is untrue, let us all disbelieve 
it, rich and poor, men, women, and children. Truth is a 
thing to be shouted from the house-tops, not to be whispered 
over rose-water after dinner when the ladies are gone away.** 
" What I tell you in darkness," our Master said, " that speak ye 
in light." 

" I brought him word again as it was in mine heart." 
Candid witnessing as to the Christian facts means giving men 
the truth as it clothes itself in our experience, truth suffused 
by feeling. We cannot tell the things most surely believed 
among us rightly unless we tell them in their working — ^how 
they touch our lives and move our wills and send us forth to 
act. I do not think mere truth-speaking a slight virtue ; so far 
from its being easy, it is often extremely difficult. It is much 
easier to paint a theatre drop-scene than one of James Smetham's 
tiny pictures. And the striking statement, the ringing charge, 
and unqualified defence are always more popular than laboured 
exactness. Only the advantage of the careful man is that you 
can listen to him repeatedly without losing your respect for 
him, and he can speak again and again without losing his 
respect for himself. But for us it is not enough to speak the 
truth : our business is to speak the truth in love — heart-truth ; 
and there is the difference of heaven and earth between these 
two things. One is sermonic slag, the other, if you like, is 
lava that does not destroy, but fertilises. They said about 
Samuel Hadley that there was an ineffable beauty about his 
very pronunciation of the name of ** Jesus." If we are to 
bring men word about the great things of the Kingdom as the 
witnesses of the first days of the Church did it, our teaching 
must be spoken as theirs, from the experience of the soul and 
the conflicts of the time. " The Lord is the Spirit." And it 
is still for the soul to witness of Christ as it finds Him, to 
bring men word of the Eternal Life " as it is in our hearts." 

Will this spirit of holy candour not mean for us as a people 
being jealous over ourselves with godly jealousy, more than 
even zeal in lifting up our voices against sacramentalism, 
against priestly annoyance, against the materialism of the 
wealthy and the indifference of the poor ? We can recall 
many years of testimony against these things. And what is 
true in the testimony must abide. But we want candour and 
ability and courage to face the full-orbed truth as it affects 
ourselves in creed and practice. We are not required to miss 
boundary lines, to mistake error that is merely cloudy for truth 
that is profound. But we are required to be frank with our- 
selves, to play the candid friend to our minds, our feelings, 
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and our practices. We want Nonconformists who, in places 
where Nonconformity is " vnlgar," will speak their convictions 
as they are in their hearts. But we want also £^>eakers and 
delegates who will face the weaknesses and failures of Dissent, 
in government, in worship, in practice. It is not difficult to 
say, in slightly different words, the usual thing, and awake the 
old, familiar thrill, but what we need is to escape from our own 
conventions and to speak as it " is in our hearts." 

Truth in speech is just one form of truth in practice. To 
fall back again on our Old Testament example, fidelity was a 
prominent element in the petitioning Caleb. Th» moral right 
to prefer a request is a thing of vast import : " I wholly 
followed the Lord, my God." It is specially affirmed of one 
incident in his career, but his whole tone and the recital of 
his experience go to prove that the incident was typical. It 
was past fidelity that was nerving his heart and knitting up 
his sinews for this new struggle for domination. Without it 
he could neither have reflected on the past with gladness nor 
have anticipated the future with hope. "I have wholly 
followed the Lord my God. . . . Now therefore give me this 
mountain." 

The higher sense of holiness of the Christian economy may 
prevent men and women from using such language as this ; 
and yet it did not prevent Paul from so doing : ** (Jod is 
witness liow holily and justly and unblamably we behaved 
ourselves among you that believe." The man that can say that 
can pray for an opportunity and count on victory. He has 
gained the moral right to pray for conquest. I remember a 
Bimple illustration which Emerson uses of the truth I am 
trying to enforce. He says : " I read in a book of EDglish 
memoirs, * Mr. Fox (afterwards Lord Holland) said he must 
have the Treasury ; he had served up to it and would have 
it.*" He uses it to enforce his teaching that it is only on 
reality that any power of action can be based, and that our 
action " should rest mathematically on our substance." Has 
this principle been honoured by us ? Has the Church the 
moral substance it needs f Some of our prayers could hardly 
be larger in their scope if we had given all our goods to feed 
the poor and were about to give our bodies to be burned. The 
Christian people of Britain are praying not for a national 
victory, but a moral one ; not for the conquest of some obscure 
province of life, but that the Kingdom may be the Lord's ; that 
in all the earth there may be but one Lord and His name one. 
tt is not thoit our prayers need limitation^ hut that our practice 
needs expansion. What particular reason is there to expect, 
judging from the past, that God will give any great victory to 
a company of people animated by no loftier spirit and marked 
by no nobler practice than ourselves ? 
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Our business is to preach by lip and life — ^to witness, to heal, 
to exemplify the Gospel, to show to men the fruits of spiritual 
regeneration. Is our common Christianity successful in this ? 
Thirty-seven years ago the country was stirred from end to 
end by revival. To-day men come and go uttering the same 
message and seeking to work on similar lines, and in multi- 
tudes of places there is not a languid thrill. What is to move 
men must have in it more of the moral implications of the 
Gospel, and it must be spoken by a people obedient to Christ's 
laws. What men and women object to in the Christianity of 
to-day is that it allows its disciples to believe in their own 
acceptance with God through Jesus Christ, to possess a happy 
assurance of their own salvation, and then to live largely on a 
set of principles which cannot by any honest interpretation be 
called Christian. A man who honestly believes himself to be a 
disciple of Christ is content to pursue with his whole heart the 
business of money-making on principles common with, or not 
perceptibly higher than, those of the society around him. It 
is impossible for us to come under the full influence of Christ 
while our spirit is so far from His. What we must realise is 
the plain fact that Christ's principle of loving our neighbour as 
ourselves is not consistent with loving ourselves best. It 
sounds like insisting on an axiom. And it is because the 
Christians of to-day decline to make up their minds by which 
principle to live that Christianity remains so comparatively 
powerless at present to move our land. It is not producing 
enough of persons sufficiently superior to the society around 
them to impress men and make them think it worth their 
while to be transformed into their image. Its type of life does 
not impress people as being the only life that is life indeed. 

We are being driven back to the morals of Jesus. With 
infinite resistance to meet, with incredible slowness, yet 
inevitably, it is being found everywhere that human beings 
cannot live in society on selfish principles. What is the 
meaning of the seething unrest in Germany, France, America, 
and Britain but the discovery of the absolute bankruptcy of 
self-interest as a sufficient social principle ? 

The call is not for religion to ally itself with a party, but 
to act out its own principles. Christ constantly depreciated 
wealth : He called the eternal life the true riches. Christians 
continually value it. He urged that its dangers were so great 
that it was only by the power of Almighty God that rich men 
could be saved at all. His present-day disciples smile placidly and 
take the off-chance. His apostles as constantly and earnestly 
deprecate deep concern about perishing things, and their 
disciples to-day are so concerned about them that they have 
only, as a rule, fag end and remnants of brain-power and 
energy to give to God's work. They desire to be interested 
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and comforted once a week, in many cases, and services and 
labours languish because their best is given to business and 
pleasure. 

There is no certain recipe for curing this state of things but 
Christ*8 principle, which is to create a type of character like His 
own. We are constantly told that such a great advance in 
Christian morality as is involved in honestly seeking to act out 
the ethics of the Gospel is impracticable ; but look at the past. 
The men who were the saints of the Old Testament did things 
for which they would find themselves treated as criminals to-day. 
The world moves. The St. Augustine of the " Confessions" was 
the father of Sacramentalism and of persecution for opinions* 
sake in the Christian Church. Luther hounded on the nobles of 
Germany to the slaughter of the miserable peasants in words 
which constitute his indelible disgrace. You wonder how John 
Newton conld continue in the slave-trade for some time after his 
conversion ; how Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton could square his 
brewing and his philanthropy. You wonder how Mr. Gladstone 
felt when he spoke his maiden speech in defence of the methods 
of slave labour on his father's Demerara estates and against the 
shortening of the period of apprenticeship before abolition. 
You wonder how these things could be ; and some day Christians 
will look back and wonder how we endured the present land 
laws and liquor laws, the wars and waste of our whole industrial 
and commercial system. The business of those who can see is to 
anticipate Christian judgments and to work in the light of 
them now, so that upon the bells of the horses there may be 
" holiness to the Lord." 

In the faithful following of God we may expect enhancements 
of spiritual force. Caleb experienced the good hand of God upon 
him in all his joumeyings — " the Lord hath kept me alive " ; 
and not merely alive but in fulness of vigour. " As yet I am as 
strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me ; as my 
strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war and to 
go out and to come in." " They that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength." As the Church addresses itself to new 
and difficult tasks, close following of God will ensure that its 
eyes shall not be dim with age nor its natural strength abated. 

The Spirit of faith does not ask for light tasks. It stands 
before the world's forts and says, " Now, therefore, give me this 
mountain, whereof the Lord spake in that day ; for thou 
heardest in that day how the Anakim were there, and cities 
great and fenced : it may be that the Lord will be with me, 
and I shall drive them out, as the Lord spake." It asks to 
be sent against the Mountain of the Giants. Paul's great door 
and effectual was opened in the presence of many adversaries, 
and their presence was not a reason for retreat but for 
remaining and fighting. Opportimity comes with opposition ; 
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the mountain so suitable for Caleb^s home and to be a great 
fortress city is already held by the Anakim. The cities of the 
foe are great and fenced, and that is a reason for attack. Do 
not let ns make any mistake about the magnitude of the work : 
we have to win an alienated populace. Mr. Peile, in the 
Bampton Lectures for 1907, says : " We do well to regard 
the failure of Christianity to reach and hold the working 
classes as a reproach to religion and a calamity to mankind.*^ 
Professor von Schubert says at the end of his *' Church History" 
(1907) : " The fact cannot be denied that at the present day the 
working classes, taken as a whole, are indifferent, not oiUy to 
the Church of England, but to all religious organisations, and 
that at the opposite extreme, among the most highly educated 
and intellectual people, the majority are no longer found to be 
regular attendants at religious services." These are academic 
witnesses, you say. Mr. Geo. Haw is not oppressively 
academic, and this is what he says : ^^ Ab a class workpeople 
have almost wholly ceased to believe in what passes as the 
religion of the day. Where they make their mistake is in 
thinking that the modern religion of the Churches is the whole 
of Christianity." 

Yet the task of conquering this alienation, hard as it may 
seem, is not impossible. The people respond to the service 
of love. And the faith that sees the mountain captured for 
God works through love. 

The confidence of victory indeed dwells in the heart that is 
absolutely dependent upon God : " It may be that the Lord will 
be with me, and I shall drive them out, as the Lord spake." 
'^And Joshua blessed him," and the Lord blessed him and 
victory crowned him, and Hebron became his inheritance. 
" Thou shalt see greater things than these." " I will show 
him how great things he must suffer for My Name's sake." 
*' And greater works than these shall he do." Great works, 
great sufferings ; Hebron and the Anakim ; opportunity and 
opposition ; tribulation and the kingdom ; all these are in 
the promise to the man and the host with whom the Lord is. 
The prayer of faith is " Put me, I pray thee, in the forefront 
of the hottest battle." It is not made in self-confidence ; it is 
made in the belief that the Captain of the Lord's host goes in 
front. But it is made, too, in the humble knowledge that there 
is nothing between soldier and Captain to prevent co-operation. 
And in this does faith exercise itself to have a conscience void 
of offence toward God and men. And the effectual fervent 
prayer of a man thus righteous availeth much. 

Caleb prayed and then he went and fought. He took his life 
in his hands. He ventured something for victory. What is 
the price the Church is prepared to pay to-day for victory in 
our land? A subscription. Not always that, but often that. 
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Its ablest men will give money for Biblewomen and nurses to 
visit the people, and missionaries and colleges, and meantime 
they, will give their brains and energy to making more money. 
How many of the middle classes j^ho can give their children a 
liberal edacation have yielded np any of those children to the 
home ministry or the foreign field ? The price of success is a 
life. Grod does not take money for spiritual gifts ; but He sells 
them all the same. His counsel is to buy. You cannot win 
them by labour and you cannot win them without. And these 
contradictions are solved in every dedicated life. We have 
asked for a land still largely in possession of our enemies. Are 
we ready to be the men to win the land ? Ready to stand out 
from the unbelief of the Church as well as the unbelief of the 
world ; ready to be as singular amongst Christians as Joshua 
and Caleb amongst the scquts of Israel ; ready to add to our 
faith, courage ; ready to make the Church, so far as we can, 
as marked for enthusiasm as it has been for caution ? 

Faith is not folly : it is the wisdom of the children of light. 
Christians will have to face the scorn of those who will look 
upon them as well-meaning simpletons. It is faith, not 
caution, that has the true estimate of life. It was not the 
panic-mongers of Israel that had the true estimate of its 
power or of the power of its foes : it was Caleb and his like. 
It was not the pessimist Carlyle, who was fretted by the 
immense nonsense that he thought lay in Mazzini, who was 
right as to the power that was to bring about the political and 
moral resurrection of a nation, but the dreamer. " After all," 
the hermit said, " he succeeded." It is not the " safe men " of 
the Church, who would have it undertake no new task, and 
embark on ao great crusade, who are averse to it risking 
anything in the interests of a great triumph of Christian 
ethics, who are its true guides : it is they who bid us press 
on to the things that are before, to the driving out of the 
Anakim of imbelief, self-interest, and worldly compromise. 
Christians have been too long afraid to launch out into the 
deep of Christian principle. There is no cure — fitful move- 
ments there may be of betterment — for the present slow, 
backward drift of Christian influence short of Christian 
daring. There are two men who are largely delivered from 
worry, the soldier and the priest ; they have not to think about 
their orders but to obey them. We are Christ's soldiers and 
priests. And if we are devoted to Him we shall have clear- 
eyed advance to our aims without persistent fret and care. We 
shall cease attempts at reconciling the incompatible ; a Church 
that cares for nothing but obedience to Christ will be 
unconquerable* 

" It may be that the Lord will be with me." Christ said to 
P&ul, *' I am with thee." A truth-speaking, obedient, believing 
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Church goes forth with Christ. The forces of hell may rage in 
our land or abroad, but it is written of all things and beings 
that are hostile to Christ : ^^ These shall war against the Lamb 
and the Lamb shall overcome them, for He is Lord of Lwds 
and King of Kings ; and they also shall overcome that are with 
Him, called and chosen and faithful." 

The New Committee. 

Rev. J. E. Flower, M.A., Chairman of the Scrutineers, 
announced the result of the ballot for the election of members 
for the Committee (consisting of 15 ministers and 15 laymen), 
the voting for which had taken place on the previous day. 

The following is the list : — 



Rev. S. Chadwiok. 
S. F. CoUier. 
A. T. Gutterv. 
J. Hirst Hollowell. 
G. Silvester Home, M.A. 
J. D. Jones, M.A., B.D. 
J. H. Jowett, M.A. 
S. B. Lane. 
H. Elvet Lewis, M.A. 
Thos. Mitchell. 
Dr. Campbell Morgan. 
J. H. Moulton, D.D. 
Thos. Phillips, B.A. 
J. E. Rattenbury. 
J. H. Shakespeare, M.A. 



Mrs. W. S. Caine. 

,, D. Lloyd George. 

„ Rendel Harris. 

,, Price Hughes. 
Sir J. Bamford-Slack, B.A. 
Mr. P. W. Bunting, MA. 
Rt. Hon. D. Lloyd George, M.P. 
Mr. W. P. Hartley, J. P. 

,, Silas E. Hocking. 

„ H. R. Mansfield, M.P. 

„ John Massie, M.P. 
Prof. A. S. Peake, M.A. 
Aid. Evan Spicer, J.P., L C.C. 
Sir Geo. White, M.P. 
Mr. Robert Whyte. 



In addition to those elected the Committee had power to 
co-opt 10 ministers and 10 laymen. The full list will be 
found at the beginning of this volume. 

The Council next heard the following paper by Dr. Horton : — 

THE HIGHER CRITICISM AND MISSIONARY WORK. 

By Rev. R. F. Horton, M.A., D.D. 

Let me begin by asking you if you believe that the Bible is a 
missionary book. That is to say, does it contain a message 
which lays lupon every one who receives it the obligation to 
communicate it to others — ^a message which, by its nature, is 
delivered to the whole world, and therefore requires all who 
receive it to pass it on to the whole world ? Does the supreme 
truth of the Bible seem to you such that not only must it be 
given to all mankind, but its full meaning for any can never be 
fully apprehended until it is accepted by all ? For instance, 
does the truth of the Christian Gospel seem to you to be of 
such a nature that it is only imperfectly developed while it is 
the property of the Western world and the Aryan race, but will 
be full blown when the East has interpreted it through its 



THE HIGHER CRITICISM AND MISSIONARY WORK. 113 

idiosyncrasieB of language or of spiritual experience, and when 
the black races of Africa have breathed into it the strange fire 
and pathos of their tropical temperament ? 

Is the Bible, as understood and received by you, a missionary 
book ? We cannot assume that it is. The indifference to 
Missions in our Churches shows that multitudes who accept the 
Bible feel no missionary obligation. If the Free Churches gaye 
only one penny a week for each member, that would be one 
million a year. Our societies would be relieved from embarrass- 
ment, and could joyously do the work. But, indeed, we know 
how to Calvin, the greatest of the reformed commentators on 
the Bible, the book had no missionary significance. He hears 
no voice in it commanding the elect to go into the whole world 
and preach the Gospel to every creature. The Reformation had 
advanced nearly six generations, and was already falling into 
divisions and polemics, before the first impulses of missionary 
zeal awoke in the Commonwealth under Cromwell, and later in 
Qermany among the Moravians. We cannot assume that Chris- 
tians who accept the Bible in the fullest sense, its plenary, or 
even its verbal, inspiration, will repognise the missionary impulse 
of the book. For the facts refute the assumption. 

But if you recognise that the Bible is a missionary book, 
there is nothing in a judicious and sober criticism to alter 
the c(mclusion; there is even something in sitch criticism to 
clear and strengthen it. 

Of course, it is very necessary to distinguish between critics 
and critics. Some are sober and trustworthy others are wild 
and extravagant, a few seem as if they were candidates for 
Bedhim. Bedlam a man calls himself a biblical scholar and 
holds a theological chair in a Continental University, and sees 
his one chance of distinction in publishing an attack on the 
most assured truths of the Christian religion which he is 
supposed to hold, he is not therefore entitied to pass as an 
authority. Perversity, unspirituality, blindness, and reckless- 
ness may characterise men who are engaged in biblical study. 
They may be so removed from real life, from all that feeds the 
soul, so desiccated in the exhausted atmosphere of the lecture- 
room and the study, that their judgment on questions of religion 
and faith may be much more untrustworthy than that of the 
man in the street. A specialist on textual criticism or literary 
criticism, or even on historical criticism, may be the most fallible 
of guides in religion, and even in morstlity. 

No wiser word has been spoken than that of Principal 
Forsyth : " The theologian should first be not a philosopher, 
but a saved man, with eternal life working in him. Christian 
theology is the theology not of illumination, but of conversion.*' 
Now, unhappily, there have been and are critics who are not 
saved men, and haye not eternal life working in them. 

9 
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Strangers to the salvation which the Gospel brings, knowing 
nothing of the Holy Spirit's testimony or light, they handle 
the documents of Christianity without sensibility or insight. 
They are like anatomists vivisecting their own parent in 
absolute ignorance of the relationship. The judgments of such 
critics on Christianity are of no more value than the judgments 
of the deaf on music. 

It is usually the extravagant or the irreligious critics of 
whom most is heard, and the suspicion of criticism and its 
sober conclusions rests on these wild and worthless eccentrici- 
ties. If a learned and devout critic like the Regius Professor of 
Hebrew at Oxford spends his life in illuminating the Old Testa- 
ment literature by showing how its moral and religious meaning 
is brought out more clearly in the work of an impartial criticism^ 
the public take little notice. But every one talks about the brilliant 
colleague who is attempting to re-write the Old Testament, to 
reconstruct the geography and the history by the magic of the 
word Jerahmeel. And so with the New Testament. Every 
one talks of Schmieders ill-fated article on Jesus Christ in 
the ''Encyclopaedia Biblica," but who remarks on Sanday's 
brilliant and convincing article on the same theme in 
Hastings' ** Dictionary " ? 

But by "criticism," I mean the fearless application of the 
recognised methods of literary and historical criticism to the 
biblical literature, in the hands of men who have the actual 
experience of the Christian religion in their souls, who are 
bom again, living the new life, enlightened by the Holy Spirit, 
and therefore able to appreciate the religious and spiritual, 
questions which lie behind the literary and historical criticism. 
And criticism, understood in this, the Christian, sense, I venture 
to say, not only does not weaken the missionary character of 
the Bible, but strengthens it. This view may be illustrated, 
first by glancing at the New Testament, and tiien by. timing 
our eyes back to the Old. 

I. The New Testament. The critical method distinguishes 
very sharply between the Old Testament and the New. The 
Old Testament by itself is the religious book of Judaism, the 
older religion. Strictly speaking, the New Testament is 
the religious book of Christianity. It comes first in import- 
ance, though not in time. Its message must be taken on its 
own merit, and the Old Testament must be treated in its light, 
interpreted by its conclusions. Just as our Constitutionsd 
monarchy grew out of the Feudal monarchy, and yet is its 
correction and even its destruction ; just as a wise statesman 
would only think of citing the precedents of the Norman or 
Plantagenet kings to settle a point of constitutional practice 
to-day with caution and reservation ; so the Gospel grew 
out of the Jewish religion. The connection witti it is not 
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only instructive, but Tital, and yet the Ooftpel corrects and 
superBedee Judaism. No Jewish precedent can be quoted 
against the Gtospel teaching. No one to-day would, with 
Calvin, cite a passage in Deuteronomy to override the words of 
the New Testament. The Old Testament, standing by itself, is 
not a missionary book. Judaism, for a brief period of the Dis- 
persion, gathered proselytes. But never since Christianity came 
has Judaism been missionary. It possesses the Old Testament, 
but never attempts to give it to the world. It never infers, even 
from its most evangelic passages, a duty to carry its message to 
the ends of the earth. 

The Old Testament only becomes a missionary book, as we 
shall -presently see, wh^i the New Testament is addend to it 
But the New Testament is from first to last nothing but a 
missionary book. Isolate it for a moment from the Old Testa* 
m^it and you see this fact clearly. It consists of four parts. 
First, there is the Gospel, t.^., the good news, the message which 
has come to the whole world, and must be delivered to all 
nations, to every creaiaire. Second, there is a brief history, show- 
ing how this expansion began in the necessary activity of the 
Apostles, who inmiediately conceived their work as an extension 
of the life and the truth of Christ to the uttermost ends of the 
earth. Third, there are a number of letters, which are all letters 
of missionaries written to the converts, scattered now through 
the most distant regions. The principad writer of these letters 
is Paul, who stands before us as an indefatigable missionary, 
always pressing to the regions beyond. It is one of the 
enigmas of ecclesiastical history how Calvin could comment on 
those missionary letters and never notice the missionary mean- 
ing. Pauline Christianity is only a theology incidentally ; 
essentially it is a miscdonary mandate, a missionary message, a 
missionary method. The fourth section of the New Testament 
is an apocalypse. Its whole puipose is to c^ow how the 
kingdoms of the earth are to be subdued to Christ The ever- 
lasting Oospel files abroad, the obstacles and oppositions are 
overcome, and the ransomed humanity from all nations, races, 
and tongues stands on the sea of glass and casts its crowns at 
the feet of Jesus. 

And the reason why the New Testament is thus intrinsically 
and solely a missionary book is that it has a central truth, to 
which everything else is subordinate, viz., the redemptive Cross 
of Christ It is the refiection in history and experience of the 
one all-important fact, the izeX of theology which explains the 
world and man. Its truth is what all men need ; only in it 
can men be gathered together in one, ransomed, realised. The 
word of the truth of the Gk>spel is the word for which humanity 
is waiting, after \diich all religions are feeling, by which the 
eonsumpiatioii of the history of man can be reached. It is 
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simple as a statement, but unfathomable and inexhaustible as 
a power. Gkxi loves the world, and would save it and pardoii 
it. To accomplish this end He took the only conceivable 
means : He sent His Son. The Son of Ood, bom as a man, 
and living our human life, voluntarily and delib^ately bore in 
Himself the whole condemnation of human sin, that all may 
by faith in Him, be freely and f tdly forgiven, reconciled to God, 
and filled with the Spirit. This kerugma^ this thing preached, 
demands that it be carried to every human soul, for by it, and 
by it alone, can the soul of man be saved. 

II. But while the truth of the Gospel is thus brought out 
into prominence, as the ultimate purpose of the Bible, with its 
commanding missionary obligation, it sends back shafts of 
light into the Old Testament. Irradiated and interpreted by 
this light, the Old Testament itself becomes a missionary book ; 
and the work of criticism upon it has given freedom and force 
to this missionary spirit in the prophetic and even the legal 
writings. 

Criticism has taught us to recognise in the Old Testament 
not a continuous development from Genesis to Malachi, but 
four parallel lines of literature, running side by side and 
exercising a mutual influence on each other. The Law runs 
from Genesis to the completed code after the return from 
captivity. The history runs from the time of the judges to the 
same gc^. The written prophets run from the eighth to the 
second century B.O. The Wisdom literature, the Psalms, and 
the other writings run from the early days of the monarchy to 
the period of the Maccabees. 

Each of these lines of development is missionary in the sense 
that it runs up to and prepares the way for Christianity, the 
missionary religion ; but each of them, illuminated by 
Christianity, betrays a curious ingrained missionary tendency 
of its own ; so that for missionary purposes it is possible to 
quote ideas and phrases from each of the four groups ; and the 
Old Testament missionary teaching is related to the New in 
somewhat the same way as the roots are related to a tree. 

The Law is prepared by Genesis. If the Law is the most 
particularistic. Genesis is the most universalist part of the Old 
Testament. Thus the Bible begins with God, the world, and 
man, before it descends to the story of the chosen nation which 
had a religious message for the world. Man^s fall and redemp* 
tion, or at least the promise of it, come before we trace the 
history of Israel and the Law. The great principle of faith is 
enunciated in Abraham, and the promise is given that in him 
and his seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed, before 
the family story of the Patriarch is unfolded. The Law as such 
is not missionary ; it served to make an exclusive people rather 
than to save the world ; but it was the type and the prepara- 
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lion for the Christian realities, which by their very nature are for 
all men. Thus a Christian interpreter finds the missionary 
impulse even in Leviticus. 

The history of the Old Testament at first sight appears to be 
simply national, the record of a small nation, that fell to pieces, 
was carried into captivity for its sins, and survived only in a 
weak and not very amiable remnant. But in the monarchy 
there is a curious burgeoning of universalism, as, for example, 
when Solomon prayed at the dedication of the Temple, ** that 
all the people of the earth may know that the Lord He is (jh>d, 
and there is none else *' (1 Kings viii. 60). And as the history 
leads up to the community of the restoration charged with 
prophetic anticipations, we cannot but read it as the prepara- 
tion for David's greater Son and for the dominion which shall 
stretch from shore to shore and from the river unto the ends of 
the earth. 

As for the third strain of the Old Testament literature, the 
Prophets, criticism has practically discovered them. Who can 
ev^r forget the revelation which came in Robertson Smith*s 
" Prophets of Israel " I For the first time the writings were 
arranged in chronological order and the connections with the 
history were established. The moral work of the prophets 
was understood and the evolution of their ideas was traced. 
We saw the old religion of Israel becoming by their influence 
ethical, the idea of God enlarging, and the promise of the 
Kingdom of God through the Person of Christ evolving. Thus 
in an organic and progressive way the prophetic writings are 
missionary. 

The other " writings " of the Old Testament become even 
more startling in this respect under the influence of the 
Christian idea. The Wisdom literature, especially Job and 
Proverbs, is not for an age but for all time, not for a nation 
but for humanity. The Psalms are deeply and essentially 
Messianic ; that is to say, in ranging over the gamut of spiritutd 
experience, they foreshadow, they travail with, Christ, who is 
to rule the whole world and bring mankind to its destined 
unity in filial relation to God. 

Thus if any doubt had ever been entertained about the 
missionary character of the Bible, the critical movement has 
removed it. By snapping the dogmatic rivets, we have only 
liberated the inherent spirit and shown the age-long growth 
of the truth which will ultimately possess and master the 
human race. 

The Rev. C. SlLYESTBB HOBKB, M.A., read the following 
paper : — 
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THE USE OF MONEY. 

By Rev. C. Silvester Hobne, M.A. 

. In reading a paper on this subject I do not forget that, so &r 
as most of ns are concerned, it is a subject on which we hold 
very strong opinions and, alas I have little practical knowledge. 
It is easy enough to use money well in theory ; and if we have 
not supported our theory by our practice, it is only because we 
have had no money to use. We are discussing an art and craft 
in regard to whidi we are destined to be *^mute, ingloriouB 
Miltons." What capitalists we might have made ! And how 
ideal might have been the administration and disposition of our 
fortune 1 But when the average minister — ^and indeed his 
average lay helper in these difficult days — is painfully con* 
cerned from one year's end to the other to keep out of debt, 
and perhaps make some modest provision, by means of insur- 
ance, for the day of sickness or old age, we can hardly give a 
very enterprising lead, or set a very fruitful example to those 
who have larger means at their disposal. Yet it is impossible 
to deny that the laws of Christ are of universal application ; and 
though doubtless the responsibility for their neglect is heaviest 
when the privileges and opportunities are largest, and the 
greater condemnation attaches to the miser with. a large margin 
than to the miser with a small one, we cannot forget that it is 
one of Christ's expectations in regard to His disciples that they 
should be faithful in a very little. I say this at the outset, 
because of the probability that the member in the free seat will 
rub his hands with satisfaction as he mentally applies this^ 
sermon to the plutocrat in the parlour pew. 

There are, it seems to me, two lines that might be usefully 
followed in a paper like this. I might try to examine certain 
New Testament passages that contain precepts applicable to my 
subject. Or I might try to examine our present-day life and 
opportunity in the light of what we believe to be the mind of 
the Master. Of the two courses I prefer, for many reasons, to 
attempt the latter, mainly because it is by so much the more 
difficult that it is easier to take refuge in dogmatism. But there 
are one or two things that seem to demand a word at the outset. 
I think it clear that Christ assumed the right, if only because 
He insisted on the responsibility Of private property. It 
remains, of course, quite open to argument that in assuming 
this He cannot be held to have made the system of perpetual 
obligation ; and the most thoroughgoing Socialism may yet 
find some legitimate use for His teaching, even when no man 
has anything that he may call his own, but is supplied with the 
necessities of life from a State department, and is cradled, 
crSched, and cremated at the public expense. 
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Bat I think it ib not eaay to get away from the fact that the 
teaching of Christ is intended to empharize not the public 
ownership bat the priyate stewardship of property ; and that 
in the most solemn, searching way He fastened npon the 
individnal, rather than the community, the responsibility for 
its proper administration. Under a thoroughgoing socisdistic 
rigime I should be driven in this paper to discuss the use of 
money by the State — a problem I should very much like to 
discuss here — ^for there is, as I say, ample room for the applica- 
tion of Christian ethics in regard to the way in which we waste 
our national substance in riotous living. Either extravagant 
and profligate expenditure on the part of the community ; or 
no less, a penurious and parsimonious spirit where the health 
and comfort of the great multitude is concerned, come in&dlibly 
under the censure of Christ, just as much as when these vices 
appear in our individual conduct. But we are not yet in the 
position of being able to saddle the State with all the responsi- 
bility for the use of money, and to confine our individual 
aspirations to the giving of tiiose properties of higher value — 
faith, hope, love, and personal advice — to our brethren. There 
is some reason either to hope or to fear, as you will, that in 
the future the philanthropist will find that society has little use 
for him, and that Othello's occupation^ is gone. He will not be 
able to purchase to himself a good degree, as a baronet or a 
peer, by subscribing lavishly to hospitals, because hospitals will 
be supported out of rates and taxes. He will seek in vain to 
foist libraries on the community, because the State will provide 
the libtary, as the inevitable complement of the school. We 
have already abolished the school-fee, and sanctioned the 
school feed ; it is but a short step to the provision of boots and 
books ; and with the State-maintenance of the sick, infirm and 
aged, the one truly pitiable figure in modem life seems likely 
to be the philanthropic plutocrat, who is reduced to tears 
because there is no world left for him to conquer. His money 
may do just as much good, or more, when it is abstracted from 
his oveiiowing coffers by State action, and by means of a 
graduated income-tax ; the only difference will be that there 
will be no merit in the contribution ; and instead of the virtue 
of altruism I fear there will be only the vice of a grudging and 
indignant spirit. All this adds point to my plea that our rich 
men should be as virtuous as they can while it is called to-day, 
seeing that the night cometh when there will be nothing left 
for them to give to. 

It is some consolation to me that I have to deal with the 
present and not with the future, for it is as certain as anything 
can be, that the area of private philanthropy will be very 
substantially contracted at no distant period. A sense of 
public justice will do what hitherto has been left to the 
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promptings of private charity. But as the State makes itself 
more and more completely master in its own house, it seemft^ 
probable that the Churches may become more definitely than 
ever the clumnels of private benevolence. The present respon- 
sibilities of wealth, however, are clearly very great. The 
Churches are doing nothing if they are not educating that 
Christian conscience which recognises the part which the 
community has played in the production and accumulation of 
the wealth, and the consequent debt to the community which 
must be paid in its distribution. We of the Free Churches 
have, I think, never failed to insist on the Christian's duty of 
being public-spirited. If we are denominationalists we live 
never allowed ourselves to forget that we are more. It is 
true that we do contract a very peculiar debt of gratitude and 
obligation to the denomination that nurtures us, and the local 
Church that is our earliest spiritual home. But with the dis- 
appearance of social and political disabilities we find ourselves 
firmly quartered in the life of the community, often called to 
guide and govern its affairs, and no public, undenominational 
movement for the well-being of all its citizens but will make 
appeal to our generosity. I think we can say that we have no 
temptation to try to capture such movements, and run them in 
the interest of pur own Church or sect. We are trained to think 
the commonwealth a greater matter than all the Churches put 
together ; and there is no debt that Free Churchmen recognise 
more cheerfully than the debt to the mother community to 
which, as citizens, they belong. It is no doubt very difficult 
to weigh competing claims from outside — claims that are in the 
largest sense public claims, claims that arise out of our interest 
in party politics, and claims that spring from our desire to 
promote the definitely religious life of the community. 
Nobody can lay down for anybody else what proportion of an 
income should be set aside for these purposes. 

I certainly am the last man to plead that money is not due 
from all of us for educational, social, and political ends. 
Money, says the Book of Proverbs, is a defence. The State 
holds that creed. It takes our money whether we approve 
or not for what it describes as national defence ; and he is 
a bold man or a very innocent one, who will not admit at this 
time of day that very much of it is wasted. But we who meet 
here believe that there is a nobler policy of national defence. 
There are national liberties to be defended — freedom of con- 
science, freedom of trade, freedom from such tyrannies as^ 
liquor and gambling; and here also money is a defence. 
Every campaign involves the loyal-hearted in financial sacri- 
fices. But the soundest national defence as we believe is in 
the Christian character of our people. And here we are in a 
province where the State has little or no influence. We cannot 
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make people Christians by Act of Parliament ; and the political 
(snsade is unknown that has for its definite object the informing 
of the souls of men with the principles of Christianity. Unless 
onr Churches can do this most delicate and fundamental 
Christian work the national character will inevitably deterior- 
ate, and I argue without reserve that' our strongest line of 
national defence will &il us. 

That is why I do venture to urge that in an age that is 
increasingly materialistic in its conceptions, it is more than ever 
necessary to maintain our Churches and their institutions in all 
efficiency. Remember we have to meet to-day an attack on the 
v^*y bases of our civilisation ; an attack by theories that make 
plausible appeal to scientific authority. If we weaken now, if 
we show signs of hesitancy and cowardice, and a lack of the 
sacrificial spirit, not only is the cause of voluntaryism lost, but, 
as I believe, the cause of spiritual religion will be lost too. The 
arm of the State, and the formal acknowledgment of Chris- 
tianity, cannot save us if Christian beliefs and principles 
crumble among us just for lack of energetic, intelligent, and 
sacrificial propagandism. If this contention is true something 
else very clearly follows. It is a part of our Christian duty 
so to regulate our personal expenditure as to leave a generous 
margin for gifts to educative and aggressive Christian work. 
Personally I do not much believe the stories that I hear as to 
the Free Churches being so much poorer than they used to be. 
What is undoubtedly trae is that the younger people among us 
live much better — ^not in an ethical sense— and much nearer the 
limits of their income than theii;: fathers did. Their fathers* 
luxuries have become their necessities. They are more the 
victims of secondary ambitions. They are anxious to shine 
in circles which, for their fathers, had no attractions. Their 
houses are more expensive. They send their children to more 
pretentious schools, where the excellence of the education 
usually varies as immensely as the magnitude of the fees and 
the virulence of the ecclesiastical atmosphere. They adopt a 
style of life of far greater ostentation. Their hospitalities are 
less simple ; they feel constrained to rival their neighbours in 
motor-cars, and conservatories, and extravagancies of attire, and 
retinue of servants, and sumptuous entertainments, and all the 
rest of it. I once went in my younger days to ask a gentleman 
for a subscription. He turned fiercely upon me and demanded 
how I supposed he could subscribe with five or six horses 
gating their heads off in his stables. I confess the difficulty 
had not occurred to me. In my innocence I had supposed 
that his stud of horses was in itself an indication rather of 
affluence than of poverty. Clearly I was mistaken. Ability 
to give depend on a margin existing between revenue and 
expenditure, and he wanted me to understand that he was 
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spending up to his income. Of course the easiest way to 
economise is to reduce your subscriptions ; and equally, of 
course, if you spend the great bulk of your money on your own 
pleasures, you must reduce your subscriptions or get on the 
wrong side of your accounts. It does seem to me that the time 
has come when we must plead more boldly for that simplicity 
of life which consists most truly with our Puritan principles, 
and I think with our dignity also. This rivalry with more 
worldly society people on their own ground and at their own 
game is unworthy of us. We have more serious work on hand 
than this, and, personally, I could content myself very com- 
fortably in a Nonconformity that had not a single fashionable 
or titled person, if we ccmld more efEectually practise and 
preach within this nation the virtues of simplicity of character 
and generosity of conduct. 

But let us not forget that there are others who are in 
need of exhortation who do not spend their money on 
themselves, and will pronounce a vigorous Hear, hear, on 
our indictment of modem luxury, but to whom neither our 
churches nor the commonwealth are adequately indebted. 
These people are many of them the victims of an exaggerated 
form of the virtue of thrift. They spend their lives in 
accumulating money, and everybody except the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer is disappointed when they die. These people 
are not selfish in the sense that they are indulgent and ex- 
travagant ; they are selfish in the sense that they are mean. 
Their pleasure over their hoard is a mean pleasure. I believe 
one of the reasons why they do not give more liberally is 
because they take care to have all their money invested, and 
keep a very small balance for current necessities, so that they 
may be able to assure every petitioner that they have nothing 
to spare him but their sympathy. Of that commodity it is only 
fair to them to say they have sufficient to satisfy all reasonable 
demands. Their favourite parable is that of the prodigal son, 
whose waste of his substance appears in their eyes as his most 
heinous offence. If he had only spent his life scraping money 
into a till he would have been a pattern young man, and would 
have had for his reward a eulogistic epitaph on a strictly 
economical tombstone. I am an old-fashioned believer that what 
is wrong with these people is that they have never really been 
converted. They have never realised the inwardness of His 
mission who said in word and deed, " It is more blessed to give 
than to receive." Surely some of us ministers are to blam^ 
for our lack of plain and faithful ^>eaking. These peopled 
souls are not saved. They are in the grip of a deadly 
materialism, and all their chapel-going has done nothing for 
them. We ought to tell them that if this craving is not to have 
dominion over them they must, as Paul would say, nail this old 
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self to Chrisl^s crosB. They mast give away their hard-earned 
and mnch loved money after an even heroic fashion. Their 
yery salTation depends npon it. For the miser in men is an 
Qgly and ynlgar devil, and it is indeed vain to rail against 
materialism if onr sonls are to be bound in these sordid chains. 
I have no time left, and so I close by simply saying that the 
effective future of Free Church England seems to depend more 
than we think, on the practise of a simple life, and a sacrificial 
liberality. It is for us, in this critical age, to give to all the 
world the one and only convincing and complete vindication of 
voluntar3rlsm. 

Rbv. C. H. Kelly. 

The Secretary read the following telegram which had been 
received from the Rev. C. H. Kelly in reply to the Council's 
message of sympathy : — 

" Sincere thanks for message. Bony unable to attend the meetings, but still 
in bed twentieth week. I pray divine blessing on Council and Federation and 
hope for vigorous support of Gk>yemmeiit Education and Licensing Bills and 
loyalty to evangi^cal truth and evang^istio preaching. — Kxllt.'' 

SWEATED INDUSTRIES. 

Rev. R. F. HORTON, M.A., D.D., moved the following 
resolution : — 

**This Council expresses its utmost sympathy with the Sweated Industries 
Bin now before Parliament, and its earnest hope that it may be passed into 
law during the present Session." 

Rev. J. Scott Lidgbtt, M.A., seconded the motion, which 
was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. H. Jeffs introduced to the Council the subject of Lay 
Preaching. 

ORGANISATION, TRAINING, AND USE OF LAY 
PREACHERS. 

By H. Jeffs. 

The latest statistics collected by Mr. Howard Evans show 
that there are 55,845 lay preachers of the Evangelical Free 
Churches, as against 9,694 ministers in charge. I l^ve not the 
number of our chapels and mission halls, but it is understating 
rather than overstating the case to say that three out of four 
of our Free Church services every Sunday are conducted by 
lay preachers. These men are at the springs of our whole- 
somest Free Church life. Those springs feed the big town 
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and Metropolitan chapels, supplying them with their best 
ofiEicials, their most loyal members, and often with their- 
most powerful preachers. 

Ellen Thomeycroft Fowler says of one of her characters 
that "she was so clever that she never could perceive the 
obvious." That is a tribute to the cleverness of our Free 
Churches. We have been dense enough to perceive that our 
future ministers must be trained better than ever before to 
meet the needs of an educated and critical age, but we have 
been too clever to perceive the obvious fact that our lay 
preachers, who are called on to expound and defend the same 
much-debated Book, and to apply its spirit and teaching to 
thought, and feeling, and action in every department of life, 
also need equipment for their work. 

" But," say some, " the lay preacher is a diamond in the 
rough. If you attempt to polish him you will destroy ihe 
originality which is his peculiar charm." Don't let us be 
under any illusion in this matter. There are still the rough 
diamonds, the refreshingly original personalities, but all the- 
tendencies of the time are against their multiplication in the 
future. The lay preacher has got to put brain and heart into 
his work if he is to satisfy modern congregations, and the 
village congregatipns are among the most critical judges of 
preaching. They complain that the lay preacher is often 
painfully poverty-stricken in his matter, and never seems to 
get new sermons. The " traveller " is not peculiar to the 
popular preacher in the regular ministry. A venerable brother, 
who had for nearly half a century carried three sermons on 
tour round a far-flung circuit, when urged to make some new 
sermons, said, " Praise the Lord I They soon forgets." As a 
matter of fact the young people often take a malicious delighi 
in watching for the familiar bits that come in under all sorts of 
texts. The veterans, in many cases, are paralysed by the sense 
that they are being criticised and that they have fallen behind 
the times. It has been my fortune to address something like A 
dozen lay preachers' conferences of various denominations 
during the winter, and old men who have rendered splendid 
service in the past have confessed that they would retire from 
the work but that they did not see the young men who wwe 
able and willing to step into their places. It is for us to use 
friendly pressure on our brightest and devoutest young man- 
hood to enter into this work, and we must give them not only 
our warmest sympathy, but every assistance in our power to 
make themselves equal to the reasonable demands of the 
congregations. The Lord's work must be well done, in these 
days when efficiency is the cry in every department of activity. 
We are looking for a stoppage of the migration from the 
villages, and for a reflux of population from the towns to the^ 
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ooontry, as the result of the Small Holdmgs Act, and of other 
Acts that are to complete the policy, and we most be creating 
preachers for the future congregations. 

The denominations, during the last few years, have realised 
the need, and have started Lay Preachers' Associations, 
COTTespondence Glasses, Beading Circles, and other agencies, 
but there is a great opportunity for energetic and far-sighted 
Free Church Federations and local Councils, which can do 
work imi>os8ible to the separate denominations but greatly 
beneficial to them all. 

Let the National Council initiate a scheme for the organisa- 
tion of United Lay Preachers* Associations, in connection with 
the Federations and Councils, and those Associations will serve 
as Lay Preachers' Colleges. It should be easy to arrange 
conrsee of lectures by ministers and the most successful lay 
preachers, to form reading circles for intellectual comradeship, 
to provide and circulate libraries, and to enable the poorer 
preachers to collect well-chosen little libraries of their own. 
The National Council might institute annual examinations, 
with certificates and prizes for the students. 

Do not say the lay preachers will not read and will not 
avail themselves of help. A year ago Mr. W. P. Hartley 
offered to the lay preachers of my own denomination to pay 
the cost of books to the net value of 10s. 6d. The books were 
to be selected from a list, in the compilation of which I had 
tiie honour to be associated with Professor Peake. Six 
thousand eight hundred ^en availed themselves of the offer, 
each paying 5s. 3d. of his own money. As a consequence 
books to the net value of nearly £3,500 found their way to the 
fidielves of the Primitive Melodist local preachers. At the 
London Training School for Lay Preachers that I carried 
through as an experiment two or three years ago, and at the 
many Conferences I have since attended, there has been a 
really pathetic eagerness to receive counsel and guidance for 
the lay preacher's self -training. 

At present the lay preachers may be divided into five classes 
—the very good, the good, the fairly tolerable, the barely toler- 
able, and the unendurable. I have not worked out the per- 
c^itages, nor tried to discover how they compare with the 
corresponding percentages in the regular ministry, but plan- 
making ministers often tell me that they are compelled to give 
appointments to the barely tolerable and the unendurable 
because there are not enough even of the fairly tolerable to 
go round. With a United Lay Preachers' Association all the 
denominations might be tapped and the lay preaching power be 
pooled alike for united evangelistic work, and for the service of 
the chapels of any denomination that needed extra help. The 
Cpngregationalists and Baptists would have the problem of how 
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to j)rovide a living wage for the village ministers solved if three 
or four chapels that now each starve a hapless victim were 
grouped and worked by capable lay preachers, under the 
direction of a decently-paid minister. 

liCt lay preachers be taught to take the broadest view of their 
vocation. The pulpit is only an incident of their work. We 
want our laymen of all classes, the men with the broadest 
culture, those with large experience of business and public life, 
the keen-witted artizans, to talk to the men at the street comer, 
to the one-roomed dwellers in the slums, to the loungers in the 
public parks, and to the labourers on the village green. There 
is a great ferment going on in the heads of the working 
classes. They read the Clarion and the Labour Leader^ they 
hear men denouncing the Churches and churchgoers, and some- 
times denouncing Christianity, and they want to know if the 
preachers have any practical messages for them and if the con- 
gregations are going to help them in their struggle towards the 
New Jerusalem. These men will listen to men of their own 
class when they will not listen to the ministers. It is pre- 
eminently lay preachers' work to build a bridge from the street 
into the church. The lay preacher is living the same life as 
these people, is fighting ^e same battles ; he knows the inside 
of their mind and he can talk to them in their own tongue. 

Then there are the Brotherhood meetings that are drawing 
hundreds of thousands of men on to the premises of our Free 
Churches every Sunday afternoon, but unfortunately not often 
to our morning or evening services. Secretaries write telling 
me that the worry of their lives is to keep up a supply of 
speakers who can ^k as men to men. This also is pre-emi- 
nently lay preachers' work, and men might be trained in a United 
Association to specialise on it. 

Out of such an Association Mission Bands might be formed, 
each with its own leader, and with a general Superintendent of 
Missions acting in conjunction with a Missions Committee 
of the Federation or Council. Such Mission Bands would 
undertake the street-corner, back-street, parks, and village- 
green work, and bands might be sent to give a fillip to lan- 
guishing chapels by carrying through extended missions. It 
would be possible to plant a Free Church Council iron chapel 
in a village or growing neighbourhood where Nonconformity 
is unrepresented, and carry it on by the Association till 
arrangements wwe made for it to be taken over by one of 
the denominations. 

I would admit women to the full franchise of the Associa- 
tion and all its advantages. If a woman is God-gifted with 
preaching power, encourage her to develop and use the gift. 
Women can say some things to their sister women which we 
men cannot, and sometimes the woman's tenderness will break 
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down the resistance of a man whom all the argaments and 
appeals of men preachers have failed to impress. 

If the Free Churches want to remain and become more 
than ever the churches of the working-classes, let them train 
the Labour leaders. Mr. Arthur Henderson is a Wesleyan 
lay preacher, Mr. D. Shackleton is a Primitive Methodist lay 
preacher, a score of other Labour Members of Parliament are 
lay preachers and most of the great Northern and Midland 
Trade Unions have lay preacher Secretaries. The lay preaching, 
I have often heard such men say, gave them the power that 
they have with their fellow working men. Let the Free 
Churches train the leaders of Labour, and I have little fear 
for the future of England. Such men will wage fierce war 
on great moral evils and social injustices, but they will be 
builders up rather than breakers down of social order. 

Bev. J. S. Clembns, B.A., B.D., moved the following reso- 
lution : — 

** This Annnal Coancil welcomes the suggestion that Lay Preachers should 
be used on a large scale for systematic and continuous pulpit and evangelistic 
work, and requests the Executive to consider, during the year, the whole 
question of the organisation, training, and equipment of Lay Preachers." 

Rev. George Hooper seconded, and Rev. Wm. Wakinshaw 
supported the resolution, which was unanimously carried. 

WELSH DISESTABLISHMENT. 
Bev. Evan Jones moved the following resolution : — 

" This Annual Ck>uncil again places on record its firm belief in the principles 
of religious equality and the freedom of aU Churches from State patronage and 
control. 

It heartily welcomes the decision of his Majesty's (Government to deal 
during the present Parliament vith the claims of the people of Wales and 
Monmouth, who have returned to Parliament the whole of their members 
pledged to demand the disestablishment of the Welsh Anglican Church. 

It also views with great satisfaction the rapid progress of disestablishment 
principles within the Church of England, and reconmiends to the careful 
consideration of the Free Churches the question of the best method in which, 
with due regard to the religious interests of the countoy, this salutary reform 
should be carried out." 

Mr. JONBS said this was a subject which in England did not 
apx>eal to the masses ; it was not a bread-and-butter nor a 
social subject ; it was not an economic nor a political subject ; 
it was a great spiritual subject. Wales demanded disestablish- 
ment to the Welsh Anglican Church, and asked this Parliament 
to do it. He had great respect for his Majesty's ministers and 
for his Majesty's Prime Minister. He had faidi, too, in the 
i^ising star of Wales, . who bad shed his brilliance pver the 
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northern counties, and he had great sympathy with him. He 
had great sympathy with the Government in its high activities, 
but to tell the whole trnth he had a lurking idea that it was 
getting rather deaf. It heard none but those who spoke 
loudly. They in Wales had sent thirty-four members who had 
learned to do their duty ; they had learned to labour, and now 
they had to learn to wait. 

The Rev. T. E. DA VIES seconded the motion. * He said they 
were there to protest against the continued misuse of national 
endowments in the interests of a proselytising Church, whose 
one aim was to win over or frighten Free Churchmen from the 
faith of their fathers. It was said they had a Royal Commis- 
sion, but they might as well appoint a commission to look into 
the Decalogue. They were sick of their commissions, their 
speeches, their resolutions and reports, and all the rest. And 
after thirty or forty years they wanted an Act of Parliament. 
In 1891 Mr. W. E. Gladstone spoke for Welsh disestablishment 
on three grounds — ^first, because it was the Church of the few 
against the many ; it was the Church of the rich against the 
comparatively poor ; and the Welsh had given judgment 
against it. The Welsh had done their level best in a con- 
stitutional way. They were allotted thirty-four members, the 
whole of whom had been returned to Parliament in favour of 
that measure. They in Wales were like the unlucky man in 
the parable — he would not say they had fallen amongst thieves, 
but politicians of all sorts had passed them by on the other 
side ; and it was time the Good Samaritan came along. That 
battle must be won for them in England, and he was there 
with his colleagues to ask for assistance in pressing on their 
just and fair demands. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

UNEMPLOYED PROBLEM. 

Mr. E. C. RawlinGS, J.P., moved the following : — 

'^ That this Ck>uncil, regarding the problem of Unemployment as of vital 
national importance, welcomes the widespread interest taken therein, and 
congratulates the €k)yemment upon its expressed intention to deal with ^e 
same when bringing in legislation to amend the Poor Law; it awaits with 
anxious interest the proposals of the Government on the subject." 

Rev. C. Ensob Walters seconded the resolution, which 
was unanimously carried. 

NOMINATION OF PRESIDENT. 

The Pbssident said : It falls to me now to nominate, in 
harmony with the constitution, my successor to this position. 
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And I may say, nnder my breath/that I should be very glad 
to make a " deal " with Wm, and allow him to set to work at 
once. However, as a matter of fact he will not take the ofiBce 
until the next meeting of the Annual Council. The gentleman 
I am going to nominate is one who has already appeared before 
you, and spoken to you, and you have taken your measure of 
him ; and I am certain you are all persuaded of his capacity, of 
the ability, dignity, and fervour he will put into the work of 
the President of the Free Church Council. 

There are three points I would name. 

First, he is the first Welshman appointed to this ofBce. It 
is time the Welsh Churches had their representative. A 
Welsh speaker has told us he is the Orand Old Man of Wales, 
recognised by all the Churches in Wales, as more fully perhaps, 
or quite as fully, the representative man of the Welsh Churches 
as any other man whose name could be mentioned. He is a 
literary man. His productions have mostly on these lines 
been in the Welsh language, and probably for that reason 
many of you have not read them. But those who have read 
them — I don't know whether Dr. Rendel Harris is in the 
number — speak of them as having exercised, particularly 
through journals, magazines, and newspapers, a very fine 
influence, a wide influence, a deep influence on great political, 
social, and religious movements in Wales, for a great number 
of years past. 

I must add this, that he rendered a very great service 
not long ago at Cardiff. There was a smouldering feeling, 
undoubtedly, throughout Wales of some dissatisfaction with 
the Government that they were not carrying out their promises 
so swiftly as they ought. Mr, Evan Jones with fearlessness 
and courage expressed those views to a Cabinet minister. I 
think he deserves honour for that courage. But I am certain, 
also, that England and Wales are grateful to him because he 
brought out one of the most notable speeches in modem 
politics from Mr, Lloyd George. And I remember how Mr. 
Lloyd George said, in that speech, that he had himself learnt 
a good deal while he had sat at the feet of Mr. Evan Jones ; 
and, therefore, for that reason — if only for his influence on 
Welsh character, as illustrated in that rising and promising 
statesman — ^we shall be glad to honour Mr. Jones. 

I will say nothing more because you have had him before 
you. Had he not been present it would have been necessary. 
But you will acknowledge the wisdom of the executive in this 
election, and I will ask you, by a standing vote, if you now 
approve it, to do so by rising to your feet. 

The nomination was unanimously approved by a standing 
vote. 

10 



Election of Offiobbs. 

Rev. E. BOADEN moved :— 

"That Mr. R.W. Perks, M.P., Mr. George Cadbury, and Sir J. Compton- 
Biokett, M.P., be the Treasurers of the Ckmnoil, and the Bev. Thomas Law 
the Seoretaiy, for the ensuing year.'' 

The motion was seconded by Mr. MOKTAGUB HOLMBS, and 
unanimously adopted. 

Nbxt Year's Council. 
The Secretary proposed : — 

'* That the National Council of the Evangelioal Free Churches meet on the 
9th« 10th, and 11th days of March, 1909, but the Council empowers the 
Committee to alter the date if necessary, and also to decide the place of 
meeting. 

The CounoU, on rising from this its last business session, solemnly thanks 
Ood for His manifest presence and help during these sessions, and beseeches His 
continued inspiration that the National Council of the Eyang^cal Free Churches 
may be blessed to the well-being of the Churches and the advancement of the 
DiTlne Kingdom." 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 



Vote of Thanks. 
Rev. W. HODSON Smith moved the following resolution : — 

** ThQ National Council of the Evangelical Free Churches heartily thanks the 
Mayor and Mayoress of Southport, Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Hartley, and Mrs. 
F. W. Dixon for their generosity in entertaining the Delegates ; it records its 
obligation to the Southport Council for its invitation to this town, and the 
varied provision made for the comfort of the guests and for tiie Meetings ; to 
the hosts and hostesses who have graciously received the representatives into 
their homes, and whose generosity made provision for th6ir location in the 
hotels, hydros, and boarding-houses of the town ; and to the Executive and 
Hospitality and other Committees for the excellent local arrangements which 
have contributed to the success of the Meetings. It further thanks the Organist 
and Choir for their efficient services. To the Press also, for the care with 
which the proceedings of the sessions and Meetings have been reported, the 
Council tenders its grateful acknowledgment of a valuable service.'* 

The resolution, seconded by Rev. S. B. Lane and supported 
by Rev. Thomas Law, was carried unanimously. 

Rev. Adam Scott (General Secretary of the Southport 
Council) acknowledged the vote. 

The session was closed by the pronouncement of the 
Benediction by the President. 
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 

DEVOTIONAL SESSION. 

The Council reassembled at 3 o'clock. The occasion was 
observed as a Devotional Session. After devotional exercises, 
conducted by the Rev. G. P. Clarke, addresses were delivered 
by Eev. S. Chadwick, Rev. George Hanson, M.A., D.D., and 
Rev. John Thomas, MA. 

THE GROANING OF IMPRISONED LIFE. 
By Rev. Samuel Chadwick. 

'*For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together until now. And not only so, hut oorselves also, which have tiie 
fiistfrnits of the Spirit, even we oorselves groan within ourselves, waiting for 
our adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. . • • And in like manner 
the Spirit also helpe^ our infinnity : for we know not how to pray as we 
ought ; but the Spirit Himself ma^eth intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered ; and He that searcheth the hearts knoweu what is 
the inind of the Spirit, because He maketh intercession for the saints, according 
to the will oi Gk)d.''— BoM. viii. 22-27. 

Creation groans. The Church groans. God groans. 

It is not an accident that the Cross is the badge of disciple- 
ship and, to a large extent, the centre of oar fellowship. The 
Cross is the culmination of the divine revelation, and is also 
the example of what is manifestly a divine principle of govern- 
ment in redemption and in perfecting. And this is claimed by 
the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews to be becoming and 
worthy of the government of our God. To us it is the burden 
of our faith ; it is the perplexity of our reason ; but the writer 
to the Hebrews says " it became Him.'* It was worthy of 
Him " in bringing many sons unto glory to make ithe Captain 
of our salvation perfect through suffering." What to us is the 
burden of our faith and the burden of our reason is claimed to 
be acceptable to, and not unworthy of, our God. 

Every man who has thought earnestly, and every man who 
h^s entered into the fellowship of redeeming service, has felt 
the burden and the mystery of the pain and anguish that are 
everywhere in the world. Perhaps the most striking feature 
of our own time is the deep, ingrained consciousness of the 
world's suffering. The heart is made sensitive to the moan 
and sorrow of the world. And politics have received a new 
inspiration in that, having turned away from that which is 
purely technical and mechanical, it has set itself to a social 
mission of deliverance and redemption. And the Church of 
Jesus Christ has been baptized with a deeper and f ull,er baptism 
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into the fellowship of Christ's sufferings, and has come to 
know, as perhaps we have never known, the burden of the 
world's sorrow and the mystery of the world's pain. Perhaps 
what I have read to you gives to you the clearest and fullest 
hint we find in the Scripture as to the explanation of the 
mystery. I need not stop to speak to you of the mystery of 
the groaning of creation, except to say this — that in the 
interpretation of creation's groan Nature is inseparably linked 
with man's character. Whatever Science may have to say 
about it, in its beginnings, the Scriptures have no hesitation in 
linking man's curse and Nature's anguish ; and you find that 
as man is redeemed and comes to a fuller knowledge of life 
and truth and God, Nature becomes responsive, and the 
redemption of Nature is waiting for the revelation of the sons 
of God. And you will never have a perfect world except by 
the perfecting of humanity. The final consummation, of 
course, is in the final revelation, but the unfolding of the 
principle is for present application, and the emphasis is not 
upon condition, but upon character. The redemption of the 
world about us is not so much a matter of machinery as moral 
quality. In the last analysis environment is the shadow of 
character, and the surest way in which to change the conditions 
in which men live is to concentrate upon the moral quality of 
the man who makes the conditions ; and there will never be a 
final perfecting of Nature and a consummation of the process 
of Nature's deliverance until we have the perfect revelation of 
the sons of God. In all our enthusiasm for the externals of 
life this is a principle which should ever be remembered. 
Creation groans, and the groan fills us with anguish and 
distress, but the only way in which Creation can find its 
culmination, its liberty, its freedom, its perfecting, is in the 
perfecting of character, and the revelation of the sons of God. 
The word that is used for this "groan" is a word that is 
full of hope. It is not the groan of death, but the groan of 
imprisoned life. You go to one house and you hear the groan- 
ing of pain and sorrow, and in another house you hear a 
similar groaning so far as the outward sign of sorrow and 
anguish are concerned. But there is a great difference between 
the two groans. You visit the same houses within a day or 
two, and you find in one a coffin, and in the other a cradle. 
In one it is the groan of death; in the other the groan of 
travail : in the one it is the dying, expiring moan ; in the other 
it is the bursting forth of imprisoned life. And nature every- 
where gives you the impression of having reserves of blessing 
and enrichment that she is burdened and groaning to bring 
forth unto man's blessing and enrichment. And so " Creation 
groaneth" with the birth-pangs of a richer and fuller and 
diviner life. 
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Passing to what has more to do with oar own spiritual life 
and work as Churches, it is significant that we, who have 
received the firstfroits of the Spirit, also *' groan within oor- 
selves.^' It is not true of every man that he groans ; some 
men grunt. It is only the man that has felt within himself 
the quickening of a new life that knows anything of the groan 
of travail. The curse of much of our religion is that we 
are content with the commonplace, and the mediocre, and 
the ordinary. It is only the man who has seen the vision and 
felt the throb of a new life within him in the gift of the Spirit 
who is conscious that, somehow, all the avenues through 
which life has to find expression are inadequate. Every man 
who is seeking to serve God and bless his fellows is impressed 
from time to time that life is, after all, largely but a groan. 
A groan is a yearning of anguish in the soul that is too big 
for human speech ; it is not simply a consciousness of pain, 
but a longing to burst forth into fuller expression. And every 
man who looks back upon his life sees how limited, and 
cramped, and inadequate, and imperfect is the outward 
expression of the inward life. Oh I who does not know the 
difference between life as he sees it upon the mountain-top of 
communion, and as he lives it in the commonplace of his daily 
service ? Who is not conscious of the great gulf between what 
a man hopes and prays he might be in his best hours of vision, 
and the halting, blundering, faltering expression as he comes 
to try and translate his ideals into the actualities of common 
life and experience. Man groans. God sees the inner life, and 
will judge thereby. The manifestation of that life is yet to 
be, but in the meantime one of the great sorrows of man^s 
life is that he finds it so utterly impossible to give adequate 
expression to all he hopes and desires and prays to be. And 
the Church of Jesus Christ is a community of yearning and 
groaning people. The Church is conscious within itself of 
an enormous experience of a life for which, somehow, it never 
finds adequate and complete expression. It takes upon itself 
the burden and sorrow of the world's sin, is called into fellow- 
ship with Christ's saving and redeeming purpose ; and we are 
conscious that we are in the midst of a community to save it 
for God, to transform its conditions into those of the Kingdom 
of Heaven ; and although we labour and toil, how utterly in- 
adequate the result seems to be I "The whole creation 
groaneth," and the Church of God groaneth with a sense of 
burdened and imprisoned life, conscious of the inadequateness 
of the avenues through which her energies are to find expres- 
sion, waiting for the larger and more perfect and complete 
notorial instrument through which she can find opportunity 
to render her service unto her Lord. 

This ip not an age, perhaps, in which groaning \^ as much 
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understood in things spiritual as in the days that are past. 
But the Church that has no anguish of soul for the lost, that has 
no Gtethsemane, that has no fellowship with the travail of Jesus 
Christ in the redemption of the world has failed to understand 
and realise the highest purpose for which she was called to tho 
fellowship of her Master and Lord. It is only as she knows 
the fellowship of His sufferings that she becomes adequate to 
the ministry of redemption. 

More striking still is this statement that God in the Spirit 
groans with it. Our God is the God of a broken heart. Our 
Master and our Lord poured forth His soul imto death, and 
even now travails in birth for the salvation of those for whom 
Christ died ; and the Spirit has, in the Church, which is His 
Body, the anguish of imprisoned life. Before the Son could 
come into this world a Body was prepared for Him by the 
Spirit, and before the Son could leave the world He had to 
prepare a Body for the Spirit ; and He could not come until 
Jesus had gathered out of the community those who should 
be prepared and fitted for the coming of the Holy Ghost. And 
the Church is the Body of Christ, and the Body of Christ is 
possessed by the Spirit of Christ, and the Spirit of Christ 
cannot save the world and fulfil the ministry of the Son in the 
world for which He died, except in so far as it can find an 
adequate co-operation in the Church of Jesus Christ. In my 
early days I used to wonder why God did not convert the 
world quicker ; I used to wonder why God did not hurry up. 
If He had committed the business of saving the world to 
an American Syndicate it would have gone on at a more rapid 
rate ! And one wonders why the greater part of the world's 
population has never heard the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is 
because God the Spirit cannot go one step faster than the 
Church is prepared to follow. The whole work of God is 
conditioned and dependent upon human co-operation. We are 
as essential and necessary for the saving of the world as God 
is to us for the salvation of our souls. We are the Body of 
Christ, and Jesus Christ cannot do His work in the world 
except through the Body for which He gave His life. And, 
oh ! I think sometimes, until it comes almost to be an agony 
of my soul, of the throbbing, yearning, groaning anguish 
of God the Spirit in the imprisoned mind, and the cur- 
tailment of His purposes in the saving of man. And the 
Spirit groans with us, groans for the larger opportunity of 
manifestation, for the readier response to His purposes ; groans 
for a Church that shall be completely and absolutely resigned 
tmto all the purposes of His gracious will. 

The " groan " is a promise. We are in travail and in pain 
until now, " Creation groaneth," and the saints groan, and 
God the Spirit groans, but the groan is the groan of birth- 
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pangs and not of &n expiring life. And this world is going 
to be transformed so that the days upon earth shall be as the 
days in heaven, 

Jesus Christ is not going to lose ; the devil is not going to 
have it all his own way to the finish. He who has exalted 
Jesns Christ, and given Him " a Name above every name," has 
Bwom by Himself that " He shall have the heathen for His 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for His posses- 
sion. Unto that Name every knee shall bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth and things nnder the earth; and 
that every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father." 

However mighty* the hosts that are arrayed against us, the 
God that is with us will break them into pieces " like a potter's 
vessel." The day will come when He will rule with a rod of 
iron, and the forces of iniquity shall be scattered, and the 
wrongs of unrighteousness shall be brought to nought ; and 
that is my confidence. What chance is there of destroying the 
strongholds of the devil unless God be with us ? and our hope, 
confidence, and assurance is that God will arise in His majesty 
and might, and every force that lifts up its hand against His 
Son shall be utterly destroyed ; and the Church shall come 
into her own, and the Spirit of the living Gk)d shall accomplish 
His purpose. And my comfort and hope and admonition to 
my soul is in the order that is indicated. Creation is to find 
its salvation, its ultimate redemption through character ; the 
Church is to find her triumph through the energy and groaning 
of the Holy Spirit within her, and the Holy Spirit is to fulfil 
the purpose of Jesus Christ in dying and rising again through 
the groaning of the saints " in whom He maketh intercession 
according to the will of God." And until this consummation 
comes we are to be watchful and prayerful ; we are to groan, 
and we have to groan within ourselves. We have not to do 
our groaning out before the world, in the presence of the 
people. The proper place for a saint to groan is before God, 
and not before any one else. Don't go through the world 
groaning ; let your groaning be in secret. 

Let your vision of dolour, and tears, and sorrow, and anguish, 
and heart-break be in solitary places, where God comes down 
your soul to meet. And the man who does this will fight with 
an invincible weapon in the field of battle. The Church that 
can weep and pray, and has soul-anguish — that is the Church 
that is going to help God to save the world. And the trouble 
with many of our Churches is that there is not much groaning. 
In no part of our life is the groaning of the Spirit and of the 
saint so manifest as in the life of prayer. I have often been 
impressed with the ease and majesty with which Jesus Christ 
wrought His miracles. He did wonderful things, and never 
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took his coat off to a single job that he undertook. He stilled 
storms, cast out deyils, raised the dead, and I never read that 
He sweat over a single miracle that He wrought. But I do 
read this : " It came to pass as He prayed He sweat great 
drops of blood." And only as we are lifted into fellowship 
with His soul are we fitted for the best and the holy work into 
which we are called. 

We need many things in this country, but most of all we 
need a revival of spiritual religion ; and you will never get it 
until the Church gets down to business, and is baptized with 
the baptism wherewith Jesus Christ was baptized. There are 
some Churches in which conversions would be a calamity. 
(Jod is not going to bring new-born souls into the world to put 
them at the breast of a corpse. When God brings in children 
He wants mothers. There are no nurses like mothers ; and it 
is only the Church that travails that brings forth children ; and 
our work in the outer world will be mightier if we are more 
constant in prayer, if we have our agonies in secret. And if 
God should permit us to be baptized into the mystery of the 
fellowship of His pain, then will be hastened the coming 
of His kingdom. And I pray that, while we are called into 
the active service, and are privileged to fight — and we fight 
with all our might — above everything else He will give unto 
us this distinction — ^to be counted worthy to know the fellow- 
ship of His sufferings in the redeeming and saving of the world. 



THE REALITY OF THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST. 

By Rev. Geo. Hanson, D.D. 

I want, my dear friends, to speak to you to-day on a subject 
that I think is of vital importance — ^the reality of the presence 
of the living Christ. I hope you won't think it egotistical if 
I say that I have found that truth the most helpful for my own 
Christian experience, and for my ministry in the gospel during 
the last few years. Against all disappointments, and under all 
burdens, the realisation of the living Christ with me — ^may I 
say it ? — has kept my heart from breaking many a time. -Ajid 
this great truth has been brought very close to my heart by a 
book that I read some little while ago — ^a book that made a 
profound impression upon me, and I am sure would equally 
impress any one who reads it, and has the Christian heart. 
It is a book by Peter Rosegger, the well-known German writer. 
Roman Catholic though he is, he has never been ashamed to 
avow his personal faith in Christ, and all through his writings, 
most beautifully written as they are, there runs a vein of 
simple, old-fashioned, other-world piety, that is accompauied 
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with all the marks of genius in Bosegger's presentation, and 
the most cultured people, even if they are sceptical, do not 
take offence at his introduction of the most sacred themes. 
In this book, called '^ The Kingdom of HeaTen,'' which is a 
detailed statement of his personal faith, he tells us of a 
Styrian farmer who received the nickname of "The Pair," 
and he received the name because of his peculiar habits. He 
had no one, wherever he went, visibly in his company, and 
yet he never seemed to be alone. He was engaged everlast- 
ingly in converse with some unseen friend; and if he came 
to a part of the road where there was a rough path to go on, 
and a smooth path, he took the rough path and left the other 
for his unseen companion. And when he came to an inn 
he always ordered two glasses of wine, one for himself and one 
for his friend who was with him, and the friend's glass of 
wine had always to be served on the best utensil the inn could 
provide. And when paying his bill he would give directions 
that the friend's glass of wine, left behind, should be given 
to the first poor man who came that way. In his own home, 
at every meal that he had, he always reserved the seat of 
honour at his right hand for this unseen friend, and before 
this vacant chair there was always placed the best that his 
home could provide, served on a silver dish and covered 
with a silver cover. And after the meal was past the food 
that had been placed before the unseen occupant of the chair 
was distributed among the poor. And so he lived a most 
peaceful and cheerful life. At last he came to lie down on 
what proved to be the bed of his last sickness ; and while 
lying there he had a vacant chair placed by him, and kept 
his right hand out, holding the hand of his unseen friend, 
and maintained with him low-toned converse. Men asked 
him who was there, and he said, " Don't you know ? He 
is there ; " and men came to understand that he knew, that he 
believed, Jesus Christ was there. And so he died, and on the 
day of his funeral, Rosegger tells us, in his own beautiful and 
touching way, the grave was opened near a large marble figure 
of the Good Shepherd. It was a lovely day ; the sun was 
shining brightly upon the marble figure, and a white shaft of 
light shot from the marble figure into the heart of the grave, 
and this Styrian farmer, who had lived this life of faith in the 
unseen, but very real. Son of God, was laid in that grave 
with the white light of heaven illuminating his darkness, 
a fitting termination, Rosegger tells us, to a life so pure and 
trustful. 

I wish I could convey to you the impression made upon me 
by that story. Rosegger certifies to the accuracy of it. It 
made me feel how little I knew of such a realisation of Christ, 
and it has sent me to my knees to ask that Christ might reveal 
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Himself to me as " a very present help " — as the old Psalm 
puts it— "in every time of trouble." 

Now, my brothers, have you all realised that the Lord is 
risen, that He is living, living at present ? We may believe it, 
we may approve it, but do we accept it with our whole heart 
and soul, and live by it ? Now, the resurrection of Christ 
must be grasped as a certainty. It is not a mere doctrine that 
comes to us with more or less to recommend it. It is not a 
mere hope or dream or sentiment, with some measure of 
justification. It is a historical fact, and depends for our belief 
in it on historical evidence, and it challenges the most minute 
and merciless investigation ; it asks no quarter, and it gives 
none. It demands your and my unreserved, whole-hearted 
allegiance. If it is true that the Lord is risen indeed, then that 
transfigures, or ought to transfigure, life for you and me, and 
make us live triumphant lives in the name of that risen and 
reigning Lord. 

And what are the proofs ? They are too many to mention, 
but there is one that seems to me to be absolutely conclusive, 
and that is this : That you cannot account for the simply 
marvellous transformation that took place in the disciples long 
ago, except on the hypothesis that some such miracle occurred 
as the resurrection of Christ. Look at these men as they were. 
They were by no means brave men. In their Lord's lifetime 
they proved cowardly ; in their Master's time of extremity 
they left Him to His fate. They were not big-minded men, 
they were provincial and narrow in their views, and had no 
hope or concern for the great world lying outside their narrow 
pale of Judaism. And you would have said that when the 
Master withdrew His bodily presence these men would return 
to their old way of life, or collapse in despair. But those men 
suddenly became just as brave as they had been timid, as 
broad-minded as they had been narrow, and flung themselves 
with unflinching courage and enthusiasm into the great task 
their Lord gave them to fulfil — the task of winning the whole 
world to believe, as they alone of all mankind believed. They 
came to have the most marvellous intellectual power and 
spiritual discernment, and they bequeathed to you and me 
what we have in our hands at this moment, this most marvel- 
lous compilation, or composition — I don't care how you regard 
it — in these memoirs of their Master. Here we have a 
spiritual, a moral, and a literary miracle — ^the greatest literary 
miracle in the whole world. How are you to account for these 
men and the transformation in them ? These men say they 
owe the whole.inspiration that possessed and sustained them to 
the presence of their living Lord with them. And they 
wrought, and lived, and suffered, and died like men who had 
come under the spell of some heavenly vision, and had come 
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under its authority. It won'i do to say they were labouring 
under some delusion, because if they had imagined the story it 
would have been the easiest thing in the world for the 
enemies of Christ to have refuted the story. They kept the body 
of Christ in their own hands, and if it was untrue to say that the 
Lord had risen indeed why should they not have produced the 
corpse ? They not only hunted Christ out of life, but kept His 
battered remains in their charge : Why not produce the body ? 
Because they could not. The disciples could not have taken it 
away, if they would ; and if they could, their enemies would 
know what had become of it. The old, crude theory, that the 
Jews started at the time, was that the disciples had come and 
stolen the body while the soldiers were asleep. But that story 
won't bear examination for a moment ; and for more than one 
good reason. In the first place it is incredible that the whole 
guard of sixteen soldiers would be all soundly asleep at the 
same time, especially as it would have meant their execution. 
In the second place these men who give out the story to the 
world that the disciples came while they slept were, by their 
own admission, sound asleep, so that the disciples could come 
and roll away the stone, and not disturb their slumbers. If so, 
how could they tell who came and what was done ? The story 
won't bear examination, but it bears witness to the feet that 
the grave was found absolutely empty, and infidelity has never 
been able to account for the feet of the empty grave except by 
the assumption that the Lord had risen indeed. 

The liord is risen indeed. That Christ who hung that day, 
linked between two thieves, as though He were the chief 
criminal of the three ; that Christ of ours, whose side, in its 
most vital part, was pierced for four inches with the spear ; 
that Christ whose body was swathed in white raiment and laid" 
in Joseph's tomb ; that Christ of ours is risen from the dead. 
He has not merely revived from a swoon. He did not crawl 
from the grave, as one more dead than alive. He came forth a 
veritable Prince of Life, a conqueror, and more than . a con- 
queror. Thus, the Lord has risen indeed; "thanks be unto 
6od who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

But don't think merely of Him as a risen and living Christ. 
I want you to take home with you the present Christ. How 
careful our Lord was in all His manifestations of Himself to 
His disciples, to write upon the memory and heart the assur- 
ance that He, Himself, would be with them to the end of the 
days. Have you ever noticed the peculiar method of our 
Lord in revealing Himself in poet-resuirection scenes ? He 
does not resume the old familiarity. His visits are uncertain ; 
He appears suddenly, and as suddenly vanishes away. Some- 
times he walks side by side with His followers, as in the 
journey to Emmaus, and then, like an angel, disappears in 
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the twinkling of an eye. Sometimes, as a ghostly apparition, 
He goes into the upper room, and then submits His body to be 
handled. 

What is the meaning of that twofold manifestation of 
Christ ? He sometimes shows Himself independent of the 
ordinary laws by which mortals are bound, and then at other 
times establishes the closest connection with us as the partaker 
of a body that could suflEer. I think the answer is that our 
Lord wished to write upon His disciples' hearts, upon your 
heart and mine, and also upon all belieyers' hearts to the end 
of time, that while His method of ministry towards them 
would certainly change, on the other hand His heart would 
remain unaltered towards them, and His sympathy would 
be as sure as ever. So He makes it clear that the old life 
is past and gone for ever. He never could return to it ; 
but while that was so He was very careful to make the 
disciples understand that He made no change in His heart 
Whatsoever. And so He appears to them in recognisable 
shape ; in a body which bears the marks of the cruci- 
fixion in it. Never could the disciples forget the lake-side 
scene, when He appeared to them in the early morning. All 
the little incidental touches of thoughtfulness and brotherly 
kindness are all the more impressive because so incidental, and 
they were calculated to make these men feel that Christ, though 
exalted on high, was still the same brotherly, loving, com- 
forting, solicitous Christ. It was a transition period, and our 
Lord was leading His disciples up to the highest manifestation 
of Ood as Spirit. And all these manifestations were like so 
many object-lessons leading up to the supreme thought with 
which Christ closed His earthly ministry : " Lo 1 I am with 
you alway, until the consummation of the age." 

To me that truth is almost the better half of the Gospel. Let 
us each say to ourselves, " Jesus is with me all the days." Let 
the two or three at the family altar say, " Jesus is with us in 
the midst." Let the hundreds of the great congregation say, 
"Jesus is in the midst." Let us say it to-day : " He is here in the 
midst." Oh blessed, promised Presence, from which we cannot 
flee I if we ascend into heaven Thou art there ; if we make our 
bed in Sheol Thou art there ; if we take the wings of the 
morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there 
shall Thy hand lead me, and Thy right hand shall. hold me. 

Said old Whittier— 



**0 LoTel Life! Oar faith and sight 
Thy presence maketh one: 
As through transfigured clouds of white 
We trace the noonday sun. 
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We may not elimb the heavenly steeps 

To bring the Lord Christ down. 
In vain we search the lowest deeps, 

For Him no depths can drown. 

Bat warm, sweet, tender, even yet 

A present help is He; 
And faith has still its OUvet, 

And love its Galilee.'' 



THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH. 
By Rev. John Thomas. 

" Beauty is truth, truth beauty," said John Keats, in one of 
his many flashes of high inspiration. This is a truth that 
greatly needs to be learnt anew in these days of small logic 
and big utilitarianism. The soul of religion is not to be 
apprehended by philosophical dialectics, by scientific reason- 
ing, or by the test of utilitarian results. We do not commit 
the ultimate truths of our religious faith to the arbitrament 
of syllogistic thought, whether ancient or modem. The deep 
soxd of religion is beauty, poetry, music, the wonderful vision 
of the worshipping spirit. The thoughts of the mere logician 
skirt around this holy centre of infinite and eternal beauty, and 
cannot enter. For "eye hath not seen, nor hath ear heard, nor 
hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive the things 
which God hath prepared for those that love Him." These 
can only be discerned by those who have discovered that 
Divine truth is Divine beauty, and that beauty cannot be 
exhausted in syllogisms, and must be directly discerned by the 
beautiful vision of the soul. God reveals these things through 
His Spirit to the spiritual man. 

These thoughts are the portal through which I invite you to 
enter with me into the temple of prayer. Upon nothing has 
the modem claim of the syllogism to be the alpha and the 
omega of truth had a more deleterious effect than upon the 
exercise and energy of prayer. Our supposed science and our 
clever logic has reduced it to such a meagre arrangement of 
utilitarian dry bones that all the splendour and wonder have 
died out of it, and have faded, like the glory sung in Words- 
worth's immortal ode, "into the light of common day." It 
contains no longer " the light that never was on sea or land," 
the consecration, and the Christian's dream. For the light 
that belongs to the common sea and land is exalted into 
sovereignty over the light of the visionary spirit, and the light 
of the spirit is repudiated because you cannot discover it by the 
rays of the sun and moon. Your young men are no longer 
called upon to see visions, but to study syllogisms. And if any 
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of your old men were caught dreamiug dreams, they would be 
convicted of a capital offence against the advanced wisdom 
of the age. I plead for a return to the holy vision, for a 
renewed faith in truth as contained, not in the limited under- 
standing of the merely logical faculty, but in that ultimate and 
unansdysable beauty which, must be directly perceived and 
experienced by the deep spirit of man, and which God reveals 
to His consecrated people in His beloved Son. 

We destroy the charm and power of religion in so far as we 
take the eternal wonder, the " light that never was on sea or 
land," out of it. If you reduce it to the dimensions of the 
syllogism or scientific theory or philosophic speculation, you 
degrade it to the level of those little human systems which, as 
Tennyson says, " have their day and cease to be." Christianity 
so limited becomes like Samson shorn of his locks. As he then 
became weak as another man, so Christianity takes its place 
among the weak things of the world. The improvements which 
we fondly imagine we are making in Christianity by substitut- 
ing our labouring understanding for spiritual vision can only 
extinguish the Divine and hidden fire, and will leave but the 
cold ashes of human reason in our hands. When men seek to 
substitute an atonement bounded by a syllogism for that which 
has been felt and known by the deep heart of spiritual men 
when the burden of their sin has rolled away from their con- 
science under the blood-stained Cross ; when men attempt to 
substitute a syllogised Christ for the God and Saviour who is 
the eternal fi[ope of spiritual men who live but in His life ; when 
men attempt to bind the mystery, glory, and power of prayer 
within logically defined limits — then, in truth, as far as their 
aim succeeds, the glory has departed from the temple of God, 
the Shekinah becomes an artificial light, and the consecrated 
dome becomes a common thing. No more can it be said of the 
city of God, ^' They need no candle there." For it will be 
illuminated with nothing but the candles of human logic, of 
which the doubtful conclusions will be the smoking flame. 
This does not sound like an improvement when compared with 
the majestic claim made for the vision of the eternal beauty 
which is eternal truth : " And the city had no need of the sun, 
neither of the moon, to shine in it. For the glory of God did 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the lamp thereof." 

The Church of Chri^t will make a fatal mistake if it halts in 
the full exercise of prayer until scientific men have scientifically 
demonstrated its utility and determined its boundaries. Since 
when has the wisdom of the world and the demonstrations of 
the understanding received authority over the spiritual vision 
of the Church of Jesus Christ ? When any scientific men are 
found groping their way to the conclusion that Christianity is 
true, we are very glad — ^for their sakes. But we do not need to 
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,fiit at their feet to learn that lesson. It is we who are the 
teachers in such a case. For we know that it is true, having 
seen its glory as the glory of the eternal Gk)d, through that in- 
ward vision which is the only source of certain and satisfying 
truth. Whei^ a scientific man gropes his way to the conclu- 
sion that, in spite of natural law, prayer may be allowed as 
reasonable, we are very pleased — ^for the man's own sake. But 
we have not been waiting for his tardy declaration to give us 
faith in the power of prayer. Until he enters the plane of 
simple faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and receives his spiritual 
revelation from His Divine life, the ground of our faith is alto- 
gether different from his, and the quality of our faith is bound 
to be immeasurably higher than his. In his own domain — 
the domain of natural law — ^we willingly sit at his feet. But 
in the domain of faith, in the perception of that spiritual truth 
in Christ which is one with eternal beauty, it becomes him to 
sit at the feet of the believing Church — the essential Church of 
Christian history — and not to imagine that the infinite glories 
of the Christian faith can be confined within the narrow limits of 
his laborious wisdom. Our faith is not dependent upon the 
halting and changing speculations of human knowledge. We 
must be obedient to the heavenly vision whatever the world 
may say. If any Christian speak, let him speak as the oracles 
of Ood. Herein lies the patience and power of the saints. 

The quality of prayer as received from spiritual vision is of a 
higher ordw, ay, of another kind, than that which is haltingly 
deduced from reasoning. It is unquestioning and simply 
trustful. It hopeth all things, believeth all things. It is the 
approach of a child to its Father — ^an approach before which 
limitations fall away. The only boundary is love ; and love is 
no boundary. Such an approach transcends all the barriers 
which the understanding is prone to set between man and God. 
The true visionary of prayer does not ask, " Can I approach 
God ? " For he knows that he is in the very presence of his Father. 
He does not ask, " Can God hear and answer prayer ? " For he 
knows that God is giving him everything. Jast as Wordsworth's 
tranquil imagination soared above " Nature, red in tooth and 
claw," into her everlasting beauty and peace, so the believer 
who has found his spiritual vision has soared above all the 
difficulties of logic into the living experiences and certainties 
of fellowship with God. It is matter for sad reflection w^en 
nominally Christian people are censured by a scientific man for 
their lack of this vision. It is from this point of view that I 
quote the words of Sir Oliveri Lodge. He says : " Religious 
I>eople seem to be losing some of their faith in prayer. They 
thiok it scientific not to pray in the sense of simple petition^ 
They may be right ; it may be the highest attitude never to ask 
for aAything q[)ecific, only for acquiescence. If saints feel it 
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SO, they are doubtless right. But so far as ordinary science has 
anything to say to Ihe contrary^ a more childlike attitude might 
turn out truer, more in accordance with the total scheme/* In 
these words Sir Oliver Lodge has done justice to science and 
injustice to the saints. As far as science is concerned, he 
simply and rightly takes it out of the way of the claims of the 
spiritual man. He does not see that it can say anything 
contrary to these claims. Of course it cannot, when it is kept 
within its own proper and legitimate bounds. It is a good thing 
to know the limitations of science, and to set it to mind its own 
business. Let the shoemaker stick to his last, let science stick 
to its observation of phenomena and the phenomenal world, 
and let the spiritual man be the judge in the realm of spiritual 
vision. In this last realm it must for ever remain true that 
*'the spiritual man judgeth all things, while he himself is 
judged of no man,*' not even by a distinguished scientist 
or metaphysician. 

But while Sir Oliver Lodge has done justice to science in the 
words I have quoted, he has done injustice to the saints. He 
begins by saying that " religious people " are losing their faith 
in simple prayer, because they think their new attitude is 
" scientific." Then he deferentially says, " If saints feel it so, 
they are doubtless right." The distinguished scientist has 
fallen into a confusion of ideas about saints. He will find 
that saints need very careful and delicate handling. Since 
when has the saint become an authority on what is "scientific" 
in prayer or in anything else ? The saint is right, and has the 
authority of sainthood, only when he is true to the spiritual 
vision, the immediate light of the eternal beauty of God's face. 
But when he besmears that pure image with his scientific 
conceptions of the limits of prayer, let him seek his credentials 
from his supposed proficiency in science, for his authority as 
a saint has vanished. There is authority in sainthood, but 
not in saintly "science." The science of a saint must be 
judged by the same standard as all other science, and is as 
likely to be fallible as any other. Sir Oliver Lodge is right 
in assigning authority upon the subject and exercise of prayer 
to sainthood, but he has got hold of the wrong saint or the 
saint in the wrong aspect. He has got hold of the saint as a 
scientist, and a scientist who colours the vision of faith with 
scientific speculation. Such a saint is no more of an authority 
on prayer than the leading article in a daily paper. The saint 
that Sir Oliver was really looking for is the man of pure and 
simple spiritual vision, who knows that the spiritual gleam is 
transcendent and authoritative. He asks no questions and sets 
up no boundaries, but goes straight^to his Father and gets what 
he wants. 

This spiritual vision and authority are not arbitrary, nor dp 
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they subjectively vary from man to man. They can be tested 
in the spiritual domain, just as true and accurate thinking can 
be tested in the mental domain. Thought is in one way 
subjective, dependent upon the immediate perception of the 
thinker. But thinking has itself established universal criteria 
of correct and true thought, and we know when a man is 
mentally insane or erratic by his straying from the principles 
which the great world of thought has evinced in its splendid 
historical development. A man is not accepted as an authority 
in thought just because he is pleased to call himself a thinker. 
If he departs from the historical principles of thought, he will 
be speedily and rightly excommunicated from all consideration. 
Not otherwise is it in the world of spiritual vision. The true 
conception and exercise of prayer has been established as 
clearly and completely as the laws of thought. The quality 
and content of the voice of the true spiritual vision are not 
doubtful, nor can they be changed, except in error, by the 
growing thought of men. The test is not to be found in errant 
" saints " who are anxious to be accounted " scientific." The 
test is to be found in the essential and central spiritual history 
of the Christian Church. There the eye of the spirit has seen 
God, and the vision abides true for ever. This test is con- 
firmed by the spiritual vision of the wonderful band of men 
whom Jesus called to be apostles, and whom He endowed with 
a special spiritual eye to look into the very soul of spiritual truth. 
And this test is finally perfected- by the spiritual vision of Jesus 
Himself, who looked into His Father's face with the smile of 
a trustful and loving child, and who both taught and lived the 
boundless and all-potent life of prayer. Whoever limits this 
absolute and simple trust in prayer by the wisdom of his 
scientific notions may continue to call himself a " saint," but 
he has flung away the glory of the essential vision of sainthood 
as it has been joyfully experienced in the heart of Christian 
history, and as it was perfectly revealed in the life of Christ. 
That vision is the abiding truth, and must therefore (to quote 
Keats again) be "a beauty and a joy for ever." 

I plead for a return to the spiritual beauty of simple faith in 
prayer. As long as we clip the wings of prayer we clip the 
wings of our power. We are suflEering through refusing to 
believe in a Divine beauty of truth which we cannot under- 
stand. While prayer is measured out in scientific doses, the 
Church will continue to bewail her feebleness and barrenness. 
It is this— I do not hesitate to say it— that is the chief cause of 
the present stagnation. A return to pure belief in the spiritual 
vision and to the infinite and unanalysable beauty of the 
life of prayer would alter the complexion of things in less 
than a week. Then Zion would put on the beautiful garments 
of her own spiritual authority, and not the second-hand leavings 

XI 
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of scientific conjecture. For the essence of spiritual vision is 
fellowship with God, and fellowship with God is the infinite 
liberty and potency of prayer. 

** Prayer is the Christian's Tital breath, 
The Christian's native air." 

When the life of the Church does not express itself in the 
simple and unquestioning beauty of prayer, that life is vitiated 
at the source. The prayer that drives heavily on syllogistic 
wheels is impotent. True prayer must mount up with wings 
as an eagle, and he who prays aright looks simply and with 
unbounded trust upon the face of the loving, living, per- 
sonal God. 

As the Church of Christ, the repository of the spiritual vision 
for men, we must abide above the sentimentaJ shadows in 
which the present age has delighted to immure itself. Poets 
and others have constructed sentimental cages for themselves, 
against which they pathetically beat their wings in the face of 
passers by. If the true Light which lighteth every man were 
not come, we should have been compelled to grope for the wall 
like the blind, and there would have been real pathos in our 
cry for light and guidance. But in the face of the light of 
Jesus Christ and the clear spiritual vision which He gives to 
His people, the Church is called upon to stand clearly above 
the sentimental gropings of the hour. If we know the sure 
vision of Christ, we have done with the beggarly elements of 
creeping and crawling on the ground, looking for a chink of 
light. Let us arise and shine, knowing that our Light is come ! 
We who have the clear vision of the Christ are not as 

** An infant groping for the light, 
An infant crying in the night, 
And with no language bat a ory." 

We cry with articulate voice to our loving Father in Jesus 
Christ, and He hears us. We have done with groping, and 
have taken to mounting on wings as eagles into the clear 
heaven of Ood in Jesus Christ. We do not 

** Fall with our weight of cares 
Upon the world's great altar stairs 
That slope through darkness up to God.'* 

We see God's face, as the face of eternal love and beauty, 
looking into ours. We rest in His love, and He rejoices over us 
with singing. Let us not whine, and try to be pathetic with 
our affected longings and gropings. Come into the light I And 
behold th^ glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ I 
Pray, brethren, pray ! Let our lives be bathed in the Christ 
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of the Cross, and then express themselves in the beauty, the 
power, and the agony of prayer. It is not enough to hold 
prayer-meetings, not even miited prayer-meetings. Prayer- 
meetings are of value only when they are the profound expres- 
sion of the prayer-life of the Church. I have been many a 
time at prayer-meetings when I was certain that the prayers 
had not cost any one anything. True prayer costs. It is the 
pouring out of the very life. It is the bloody sweat of the 
consecrated soul. There is one picture of ideal prayer which 
ought to be graven into the life-fibres of the Church. " And 
being in an agony, He prayed more earnestly ; and His sweat was, 
as it were, great drops of blood falling down to the ground." 
When the Church is baptized into the tremendous secret and 
glory of that prayer, then will God's kingdom come, and His 
will be done on earth as it is done in heaven. 



PUBLIC MEETINGS. 



In connection with the visit of the National Council to 
Southport, various public meetings were held in the town and 
neighbouring places. 

On Monday evening a Young People's Meeting was held 
in the Albert Hall. Sir William Angus, J.P., presided, and 
the speakers were Mr. Silas E. Hocking, Rev. F. A. Russell, and 
Mr. W. T. Stead. 

On Tuesday evening Mrs. Fred W. Dixon held a reception 
of Women Workers at the Municipal Art Galleries. This was 
followed by a Women's Meeting at Cambridge Hall, Mrs. 
Hugh Price^Hughee being in the chair, and the other speakers 
being Mrs.' Charlotte Benham, Mrs. Mary Higgs, and Mrs. 
Herbert Lewis. 

On Wednesday evening Mr. R. W. Perks, M.P., presided 
over a Men's Meeting at the Albert Hall, the speakers including 
Rev. D. J. Hiley, Rev. C. Silvester Home, M.A., and Rev. 
S. K Keeble. 

On the same evening Preaching Services were held in the 
Cambridge Hall and local churches, the preachers being 
Revs. Alex. Connell, M.A., B.D., W. J. Henderson, B.A., 
J. D. Jones, M.A., B.D., and J. H* Jowett, M.A. 

/ 
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On Thursday evening a Free Church Demonstration was held 
at the Albert Hall, Sir J, Compton-Rickett, M.P., presiding, 
and the speakers being Rt. Hon. D. Lloyd George, M.P., 
Rev. J. Morgan Gibbon, and the Rev. R. F. Horton, M.A., D.D. 

On the same evening a Temperance Demonstration was 
held at the Cambridge Hall, Mr. T. H. Bainbridge being in 
the chair, and addresses being given by Rev. J. Pickett, Gipsy 
Smith, ^nd Sir Thomas P. Whittaker, M.P. 

Also on Thursday evening a Welsh Meeting was held at 
Houghton Street Church, Mr. Edward Thomas, J.P., being 
the chairman, and the speakers being Rev. Charles Davies, 
Rev. J. Morgan Jones, Rev. D. Stanley Jones, and the Rt. Hon. 
D. Lloyd George, M.P. 

On the same evening public meetings were held at Ashton- 
in-Makerfield, Birkenhead, Blackburn, Chorley, Golbome, 
Lancaster, Liverpool, Ormskirk, St. Helens (Wednesday), 
Warrington, Waterloo, Widnes, and Wigan. 

Those who took part included Aid. A. Adams, J.P., Rev. W. 
Barnes, Mr. Percy Bright, Rev. J. C. Carlile, Rev. S. Chadwick, 
Rev. Dr. John Clifford, M.A., Rev. J. Glyn Davies, Rev. 
George Eayrs, F.R.H.S., Rev. W. Evans, Rev. W. Justin Evans, 
Rev. J. W. Ewing, M.A., B.D., Aid. F. C. Foster, J.P., CO., 
Rev. J. G. Greenhough, M.A., Rev. W. Kingscote Greenland, 
Rev. G. Hanson, D.D., Rev. J. E. Harlow, Dr. J. Rendel Harris, 
Mr. Silas K. Hocking, Dr. W. Hodson, C.C, J.P., Mr. Joseph 
King, Rev. Charles Leach, D.D., Rev. H. Elvet Lewis, M.A., Rev. 
J. Scott Lidgett, M.A., Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., Rev. Thomas 
Nightingale, Mr. J. H. Page, Mr. Albert, Pickard, Rev. R. Pike, 
Mr. E. C. Rawlings, J.P., Rev. J. H. Rider, Rev. J. H, Rush- 
brooke, M.A., Rev. W. Hodson Smith, Aid. Thos. Snape, J.P., 
Rev. J. G. Stevenson, M.A., Rev. H. J. Taylor, Rev. W. Thomas, 
Rev. W. J. Townsend, D.D., Rev. James Travis, Rev. W. 
Wakinshaw, and Mr. E. Pascoe Williams. 
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THURSDAY EVENING. 

MR. LLOYD GEORGE'S ADDRESS. 

Oa Thursday evening the Right Hon. D. Lloyd George, M.P., 
President of the Board of Trade, paid a visit to the Council 
and delivered an address. This occurred, not at the Sessions 
of the Council, but at the Free Church Demonstration presided 
over by Sir J. Compton-Rickett, M.P., D.L. In view, however, 
of the importance of Mr. Lloyd George's speech, we give a 
report of it : — 

A CALL TO THE FREE CHURCHES. 

By the Rt. Hon. D. Lloyd George, M.P., President. 
OF THE Board of Trade 

. I must congratulate the organisers of the Southport meetings 
upon the very great success which they have achieved. The 
Free Church Council is a very remarkable organisation ; I 
think, on the whole, the most remarkable organisation which 
has conje into existence within the last few years. I hope 
that it will come to make a great impression upon the history 
of England, and through England upon the history of humanity. 
And amongst all the series of meetings it has held I felt, from 
what I read of the Southport meeting, that it was one of the 
greatest, and all I have read has been confirmed since I have 
come here to-day. 

I congratulate the Council in the first instance upon the 
statesmanlike attitude which they adopted on the Education 
question. It is very easy to lay down a series of short and 
sharp propositions and call them principles, but it is the most 
difficult thing in the world to apply those principles. You can 
say, " We want popular control and the abolition of tests," and 
if you could just put these two phrases in an Act of Parliament, 
and allow them to operate, everything would be easy. But 
that is not the way Acts of Parliament are drawn ; that is not 
the way they are interpreted ; and that is not the way they are 
worked. You have got to elucidate and apply them to a 
variety of conditions and circumstances, to rooted institutions, 
and to still more deeply-rooted prejudices. And it takes a 
long time to think out the applications of principles of the 
simplest character in statutory reform. I welcome the attitude, 
the sensible, temperate, and at the same time the firm attitude 
adopted by the Free Church Council with regard to my friend 
Mr. McKenna's Bill. They have realised that in the settlement 
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of a great controversy like this it is absolutely impossible for 
any party to accompiish, to attain, its ideal. You must give 
and take. Well, now, Mr. McKenna has stood to his guns 
manfully — ^and I think our Church friend will admit that he 
has worked those guns very skilfully. I think he would be the 
last man to say that if he had an absolutely clean slate, and 
could frame an Education Bill for England for the first time, if 
it were possible to go back to those days when we were all 
clothed in skins — and when the place of the archbishop was 
filled by the Druids of my race— and the remnants of the 
ritualism of that day are scattered in the cromlechs of Wales at 
the present moment — if it were possible to go back to those 
days, and the Minister of Education had to frame an absolutely 
new scheme, I do inot say that this is the Bill which Mr. 
McKenna would introduce to any Witenagemot of those days. 
But he has to deal with conditions as they are. He has to take 
into account the fact that you have thousands of these schools 
established in the land, and he has also to take into account 
other circumstances, which, I hope, in a few years it will not 
be necessary for any Liberal statesman to take any note of. 
Well, now he has introduced this Bill. It is a measure that 
will at any rate emancipate the rural districts completely. And 
that is where the present system presses hardly and harshly 
upon the Nonconformists. I know something about it I was 
brought up in a village not far from Snowdon. The only school 
there was a Church school, though at least nine-tenths of us 
were little Nonconformists, and the remaining one-tenth 
Church of England. No teacher was ever appointed in that 
school who was not "a Churchman during the years I was 
there, but was invariably chosen from the dominant sect 
and the minority. No boy or girl was ever picked out to 
become a pupil teacher in the school, except on the express 
condition that they abandoned the faith of their fathers and 
became members of the Anglican communion. That was a 
vicious system — a vicious system even if you assume that 
Anglicanism is superior to the Free Church faith they had — 
a thoroughly vicious system to buy them even to a better 
faith. It is a system that ought to be put an end to, and, if 
Mr. McKenna^s Bill gets through, will be put an end to. 

That Bill will get through the House of Commons. What 
will happen to it afterwards? Well, that is on the knees 
of the little gods who are squatting on the scarlet benches 
of the House of Lords. And, by the way, those knees are 
getting rather crowded. I don't know, but I firmly believe 
this — I think it will be the conviction of the country that this 
is a thoroughly moderate attempt to deal with a highly com- 
plicated and controversial topic, and an extraordinarily difficult 
one. It is an attempt to deal tenderly with the consciences of 
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people whose convictions are not in agreement with your own. 
I Imow they say you are going to give rates to one set of 
schools and nothing but taxes to the other set — ^you are going 
to treat preferentially what they call " Nonconformist schools." 
Which is the Nonconformist school ? They are simply going 
to give rates to schools which are controlled by the ratepayers. 
They are not Nonconformist schools. As a matter of fact, the 
majority of these schools at the present moment are managed 
and staffed by Churchmen. The vast majority of teachers in 
these schools are Anglicans. If you go to the denominational 
schools the teachers belong to members of that denomination, 
and there is a test which rigidly excludes members of all other 
denominations. But if you go to those Council schools, Church, 
Nonconformist, and Boman Catholic teachers are all treated on 
terms of perfect equality. They are not Nonconformist schools. 
All these schools, maintained out of the rates, are purely 
national institutions, open to all Churchmen, Anglican and 
Nonconformist, and if you want a little preserve of your own 
marked out, fenced out, if you like to put yourselves into a sort 
of religious quarantine, to keep yourselves from the infection 
of Free Churchmen, and gather your skirts around you, and 
have a little pharasaical seminary to which no Nonconformist 
will be allowed to enter, very well, you must pay for it. 

I really don't mind a man insulting my faith ; it makes no 
difference to me, but I do mind his insulting my faith at my 
expense. He may say my children are not good enough 
company for his because his believe in a certain Catechism and 
mine do not. Very well, let him teach his Catechism — ^at his 
own expense. He has control of the schools to which you and 
I send our children ; we don't seek under this Bill to control it. 
Very well, let him pay for his privileges. He is getting really 
what I call a cash value, and let him go his way rejoicing. 

I am exceedingly obliged to the National Free Church Council 
for the resolution it passed with regard to Welsh Disestablish- 
ment. It is purely elementary justice that we ask for. We 
only ask for fair play. There we are in Wales with what is 
called a National Church. If you assume that a National 
Church is a good thing in itself, that Church ought to be 
nationaL A Church which represents a minority, not merely 
of the population but of the religious organisations, is surely 
not a National Church. And really I don't know — I cannot 
for myself realise — how the Church of England, a powerful, 
proud body like that, can find it consistent with its self-respect, 
after a nation has repeatedly and quietly, constitutionally — not 
in suffragette fashion — but quietly and respectfully said to the 
House of Commons, and to the Church through the House of 
Commons, " You are not our National Church ; we do not 
wish to be represented spiritually by your organisations. If 
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we have a National Church at all, it is the Free Chnrch." We 
have said so once, twice, three times — seven times, even to 
perfection. We have said so by a majority of three to one. 
*' Oh," they said, *' that is not emphatic enongh." We made it 
four to one, and they still said, " Ah, well, that is not a very 
clear expression of opinion." We increased it slightly, and 
they still said, " Well, you are only just a small majority." 
Last time we wiped them clean out, and we asked them, " Is 
there anything more we can do for you ? " Having extermin- 
ated them I do not think there is any other operation you can 
perform. Very well, that is respectful enough, but it is 
distinctly emphatic. And we have said this to a proud Church, 
about the proudest Church in Christendom ; " Really you insist 
upon being our household chaplain, and for thirty years we 
have shown you the door and you won't go." There is only 
one thing we can do. Unfortunately the policing of the matter 
is in the hands of the Imperial Parliament, and we have to ask 
you to help us to turn them out. Scotland would not stand it ; 
Scotland did not stand it. They tried in Scotland the same 
game. When priests' privileges are engaged self-respect does 
not count, and they tried to impose their ecclesiastical supremacy 
in Scotland. Scotland fought and won. England would never 
stand it. Nonconformists and Churchmen are about equally 
divided in England, though I believe there is a majority of 
Free Churchmen — but the religious forces of the country are 
about evenly divided between the two sections. That is not 
the case in Wales. 

I am not going to enter into the statistics of the Welsh 
Church — especially as there is Commission painfully and 
laboriously inquiring into the matter with a deliberation which 
reflects great credit upon those who still manage to take an 
interest in its proceedings. I have no doubt it will report one 
day. We know roughly the position there, and if you found 
in England the condition of things we have in Wales — three- 
fourths of the population at least Nonconformists, one-sixth 
Anglican, and the rest bona-fide travellers — I think you really 
would have insisted on putting an end to those proceedings 
long ago. It is unfair : it is unjust ; and there is only one 
thing that prevents us getting redress. Welsh members have 
many virtues — it would take me too long to dwell upon them 
— but they have one great fault, there are too few of them. And 
that is the trouble with this question. We are only thirty-four 
after turning every Tory out of doors — only 34 out of 670, 
and really we must appeal to the sense of justice — ^to the sense of 
fair play. 

We are a minority, and we really cannot send Welshmen to 
every meeting throughout the country to shout " Disestablish- 
ment I " whatever the topics might be which were being 
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dificussed at the particular meeting. And if we did, I don't 
think we should make many friends. On the contrary, I 
think we would offend a good many we h^ye got. We would 
rather appeal to the sense of fair play of the vast majority of 
the British people. I have never seen it fail — as long as you 
could arrest their attention and put the case before them ; and 
I am perfectly certain when this question comes before Parlia- 
ment we will get justice done to us. 

I would like now to say a word about licensing. It is the 
greatest struggle of all. You are fighting gigantic trusto 
without much of a conscience, powerful with all the confidence 
of past triumphs nerving them to the battle. The very insolence 
of that triumph is printed in the whole of their attitude. We 
have got to fight them ; if we do not Britain will be under the 
domination of the drink traffic for a generation. They have 
started the fight in their own way. Of course there is first 
of all the great cry of spoliation. Spoliation I We are only 
getting back our own. These licenses are public property. 
They were given out year by year as licenses. A license is not 
a property ; it is a license giving a man a privil^e for a 
year, and only a year. Mr. Balfour brought in his Bill to 
convert that into a fee simple for ever. We warned him at 
the time that we could not accept this. We said, *' You are 
robbing the public " — tliat was spoliation. You touch any 
vested interest and you are a robber, but you can take away 
the common lands, you can take away the huge property 
which belonged to the public in licenses and give it to a trust, 
and you are not a robber. Now, I say we warned Mr. Balfour's 
Government at the time. I was present through all those 
debates, and over and over again, every day, on every amend- 
ment, we said, " We cannot consider ourselves bound by this 
Act, passed behind the backs of the electorate. Without ever 
consulting them you are giving away the property of the public 
to private syndicates." 

Now the time has come for us to carry out our pledges. We 
mean to do it. And we have started by giving the license- 
holder a time limit to give them the opportunity to put their 
house in order — a time limit longer than Lord Peel and his 
friends recommended. If we have erred at all, it is on the side 
of magnanimity and generosity. And it is the time limit that 
the licensees object to. They say, " You ought to let us keep 
our licenses for ever, and then we do not mind local option." 
I am not going to explain to you the provisions of the Bill. 
In the first place there is to be a great reduction of licenses, 
which will enable the magistrates to get rid of the worst — the 
rottenest type of licensed premises. At the end of the term 
the public will be free to deal with these licenses as they will. 
It is the public interest. This country was not created, its 
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greatness was not built up, for the benefit of a few great 
private syndicates of any kind or sort. This country is to be 
governed for the benefit of the forty-three millions of souls 
that dwell in it. 

But ere you carry the Licensing Bill you will have to fight 
hard. We shall have to organise. I hear that the Bill has 
been received with great acclamation by various meetings, and 
you must convert these cheers into cash for the fight — and, 
above all, for the next few months we shall have to work with 
energy, determination, and skill. The fate of the Bill will 
depend on what we do during the next few months, because 
it has got to go to the Lords — ^and whether it gets through that 
turbulent sea depends very largely on the horse-power. You 
want the machinery. You want the motive power behind it. 
Otherwise it will not get through. 

It is the duty above all, I think, of Free Churchmen to see 
that they lose no time during the coming weeks in creating 
a real public opinion, and a sound public opinion, about this 
measure. That was really the mistake we made about the 
Education Bill of 1907. We allowed all the talking to be done 
by its opponents. All the criticism — not all the criticism, no. 
All our talk about the Bill was confined to criticism ; there 
was no defence of its principles. We assumed that the verdict 
had been given, and it would not be necessary to defend it any 
longer. The result was that misrepresentations about the Bill 
were scattered abroad throughout the country, and people got 
a complete misconception about its provisions, and at the 
present moment there is not the faintest idea as to what that 
measure really meant throughout the length and breadth of the 
land. Free Churchmen did not, in my judgment, do what 
they should have done to create a sound, healthy public opinion 
as to the quality and character of that measure. You must not 
make that mistake again. We cannot afford it. It is now 
a great fight between the moral forces of this country and 
those great and powerful syndicates, and I think everything 
will depend upon the Churches — the Free Churches and the 
Anglican Church. The Free Churches can fight. I don^t 
believe the political history shows a finer bit of fighting than 
their attack on the Education Bill of Mr. Balfour. Then 
Dr. Clifford and his troopers rode through the land, from 
Paddington to Land's End. We were fighting for fair play, 
for our faith, and for our Churches. The Anglicans fought 
very hard about two years ago for what I conceive to be their 
privileges and not their rights. Well, if we, as Churches, can 
fight so hard and so weir for our own rights, for our own 
privileges, surely we ought to fight even harder to protect 
others. 

The issue rests with the Churches. If drink triumphs it 
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will establish its political supremacy in this land, it will 
enthrone a fear of its prowess in the traits of politicians* 
That means a good deal. Why ? Politicians are very hnman, 
and when they come to deal with problems they take the 
forces into account, and they natnrally shun those qaestions 
which have in the past involved humiliation and dieter for 
their own party. But if we permit this Licendng Bill 
throng our own apathy to be beaten in the fight, you 
will not get a political party to face the issue again. There 
are politicians now who are beginning to tremble in the knee. 
Give them heart and courage, show them that when the 
conscience of the nation is really wakened it is more than a 
match for any vested wrong. This is really the appeal which 
I almost came to make to this gathering of Free Churchmen. 
It is the message I give to you, with a full sense of responsi- 
bility. Looking really at what has been done by those who 
are working against the emancipation of England from the 
thraldom of drink, and the terrible forces arrayed against _ us, 
I come to appeal to every Free Churchman to lose no time, to 
spare no effort, not to leave it to his neighbour, but to do it 
himself. Let us work, and work together, and I believe this 
great measure will be placed on the statute-book of this realm. 
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FEDERATION REPORT 

Presented hy the Rev, Thomas Law, at the Thirteenth National Council of the 
Evangelical Free Churches, Southport, 1908. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

ONE severe test of an organisation is its power to respond to 
the call of some great emergency, to tkrow its whole force 
into the field when the time of battle arrives. Perhaps 
even a greater test is its ability to sustain the enthusiasm and 
to keep its machinery efficient after the powerful stimulus to 
action has p^issed, or when the waiting time has arrived. 
During the fight around the Education Acts of 1902 and 1903 
the organisation of the National Council of the Evangelical 
Free Churches was tested to its fullest capacity, and was not 
found to fail. In many ways the past year has shown the 
necessity of patience, and our machinery has been tested as to 
its capacity to stand the " ordinary times " when no great outside 
force has called forth the reserves and supplied the enthusiasms 
of great battle-cries. How our organisation has stood this 
further test is revealed in the following pages, and it is a matter 
for devout thankfulness to Gtod that everywhere has been seen 
the quiet, persistent application to the work for which the 
Free Church Council Movement was originated. 

The first impression of any one glancing through these pages 
must be of the multiplicity of the operations in which we are 
engaged, and if we would single out any particular department 
for special thankfulness it would be that the spiritual side of 
our work has received constant emphasis. We can no longer 
claim to be in the throes of the Great Revival which originated 
in Wales, and yet the work of our Missioners has been sustained 
with undiminished vigour. Open-air Services have been held 
up and down the land, there is an increased tendency to con- 
centrate on Village Work, the Councils have more and more 
been occupied with Social Service, and all round there is 
evidence of the desire to rescue the fallen and gather in the 
unsaved. 

We must at the outset acknowledge the help of a loyal band 
of workers without whose aid even the compilation of this 
Report would be impossible. Our District Federation and 
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Council Secretaries have rendered magnificent service. Usually 
men already busy in other spheres of life, they have given to 
the Movement an interest and devotion worthy of all praise. 

Without attempting to summarise the details which follow, 
we must refer to two important factors in the work of the year 
— the Presidential labours of Dr. Rendel Harris, who has served 
us magnificently, and the visitation undertaken by the Rev. 
F. B. Meyer, B.A. We give particulars in their proper place 
later, but we feel that it is only fitting that we should acknow- 
ledge their services at this point. 

A note of sorrow must be struck here. For the second time 
in the history of our Movement death has robbed us of a Presi- 
dent-elect. From Dr. John Watson we had hoped great things, 
but the call to higher service deprived us of one who would 
have served us faithfully and well as President of our Council. 
Fuller reference will be found elsewhere in this Report. 

During the year constant attention has been given to the 
organisation and supervision of local Councils. These now 
number 918, in addition to the fifty District Federations. 
The following is the list of new Councils formed during the 
year, placed in order of Counties : — 

NEW COUNCILS. 

Lancashire — Chorlton-cum-Hardy. 

Monmouthshire — Magor, Pontlanfraith. 

Nottinghamshire — Mansfield Woodhouse. 

Shropshire — Oswestry (Welsh). 

Sussex — Battle. 

Wales (North) — Beaumaris, Cricceith, Festiniog, Mid Radnor. 

Wales (South) — ^Llanbradack, Llanfynydd and District, 

Merthyr Vale, Pencoed, Sennybridge, South -West 

Carmarthenshire, Usk, West Brecon. 
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OUR 

MISSIONERS. 

Whilst the work of the National Council and its local 
branches has been spreading in diverse directions, we are 
profoundly grateful to be able to report that spiritual work 
still forms the basis of the Movement, and that the common 
ambition of all the Councils is to bring the masses to Christ. 
It would be impossible to report in detail on the evangelistic 
work of our local Councils. We suppose that every Council 
that has been formed has at some time in its history held a 
United Mission, and most of the Councils hold them at frequent 
intervals. In the conducting of these Missions they have been 
helped by the services of a loyal band of workers too numerous 
to name. Besides brethren known especially in the different 
localities, many Missioners of national reputation have helped 
the work, and we should like to bear testimony to the services 
of such men as the Rev. John McNeill, Mr. George Clarke, and 
others. 

In addition to the work of these brethren the National 
Council employs three Missioners, who are constantly engaged 
in conducting Missions in connection with Free Church 
Councils — Gipsy Smith, Mr. W. R. Lane, and Rev. J. Tolefree 
Parr. 

We give later the impressions of our Missioners themselves, 
showing that abundant spiritual results have attended the 
services during the year. Week by week we receive from the 
various centres words of appreciation as to the value of their 
services. In past years we have printed some of these reports, 
but deem it now no longer necessary to include them in the 
restricted space at our disposal. Many pages could. be filled 
with the testimonies of the work done. 

GIPSY SMITH IN AMERICA. 

In our last Report we gave an extensive notice of the visit Gipsy 
Smith paid to the United States of America. When that Report 
was issued our Missioner was in the midst of his work there* 
Gipsy Smith's itinerary since the publication of our last Report 
included St. Paul's, Clinton, Brooklyn, Atlanta, Philadelphia, 
and Providence. 

Perhaps the most important of these Missions w$i8 that at 
BROOKLTN. At the time of the Mission, Dr. S. Parses 
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Cadman, the pastor of the Central Congregational Church, sent 
US the following report : " Mnltitndes have been turned away. 
Noon meetings have been packed. A thousand people have 
stood on the steps of Central Church an hour ahead of the 
time, whiling away the moments by singing hymns. 

But these things are surface indications. Below them all is 
the union of the Christian people of the borough, the pastors 
and their membership, in a richer, deeper life. That life will 
pulsate in determinations which cannot fail to spiritu^ly 
enfranchise the borough. There will be more evangelists in 
pulpit and in pew, more godly living, a more unanimous con- 
sent to the reign of Christ, a more passionate solicitude for the 
outcast, the prodigal, the sinful, and the sad. 

The things that perish in the using, the pride that is the 
nastiest pride of all, spiritual pride, the reckless love of pleasure 
for its own sake, the churchly ease which lets the sinner die, 
have had a rude jolting in the last eight days." 

Similar reports were received from all the other places 
visited by Gipsy Smith. 

Since his return from America Gipsy Smith has conducted 

Missions in the following centres : Guildford, 

Carnarvon, Dublin, East Ham, Bedford, Scar- 

inEntfltuid. borough, Marylebone, Preston, and Belfast. 

Special two days' tours have also been made to 

Wellingborough, Leigh, Whitby, Letchworth 

(Garden City), Sleaford, Dover, Banbury, Leamington, and 

Bala. 

Gipsy Smith gives the following impressions of his year's 
work : — 

" The great thing about 1907 is the tre- 
ImprJul^i^.'' ™®^<io^s success God gave to my work in 
America. From beginning to end of that 
forever-memorable campaign the hand of the 
Lord was upon us for good. In every city it was the 
same thing — ^no building large enough to hold the crowds ; no 
matter where the meetings were held, the people were there, 
and the Word was with power. I preached four hundred and 
fifty times, and saw about fifty thousand people, old and young, 
make a public confession of their desire to begin the Christian 
life. No man was ever more loyally and lovingly assisted by 
the pastors and Churches of that great Western land. And I 
look back upon it all as a sweet and beautiful memory. While 
I rejoice in the blessing, I also feel the weight of the responsi- 
bility, and I earnestly seek for grace to carry both wisely, in 
order that the past expediences and victories may fit me for 
wider and even greater things in the days to come." 
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MR. W. R. LANE. 

Mr. W. R. Lane has conducted Missions during the year at 
the following places : Wandsworth, Builth Wells, Bacup, 
Kingston-on-Thames, Winsford, Holywell, East Dereham, 
Ebbw Vale, Stoke Newington, Colchester, Beverley, Bir- 
mingham, Ipswich, Manchester, Radstock, Eastbourne, Gradley 
Heath, Crewe, and South Bank. 

Abundant testimony has come from these districts as to the 
value of the work conducted by our Missioner. We append 
Mr. Lane's impressions. 

" Years ago I was taught that * Obedience is the first duty of 

a soldier,' so at the call of our chief I write a 

, few words with reference to the year's work. 

Impi^n^ons ^"^ some respects the work is very similar 

to that of preceding years, and, indeed, in the 

nature of things, this must be so. In every 

place and in every period sin abounds, and there is but one 

remedy for it, and so of necessity the evangelist's teachings and 

labours are always confined within certain definite lines. 

The hums^n heart, with sin at its very core, is essentially 
the same whether veiled by religious respectability or covered 
with the rags of degrading moral stains. * Probe deeper, 
doctor,' said the dying French soldier, * and you will find the 
Emperor.' If the missioner's work is to be thorough he must 
not fail to pierce all that is merely external, till sin is dis- 
covered and the sinner convicted of his deep need of the 
redeeming Christ. The remedy, too, * God's remedy for sin,' 
is one and the same for all times and for all classes, whether 
they live in Whitechapel or at Whitehall, and the message of the 
good news, though capable of manifold application and illustra- 
tion, is one and the same for all alike. The cultivated, scientific 
Greek and the rude, unlettered barbarian must come to God by 
the blood-stained way of the Cross. In the nature of things, 
therefore, there must be something of similarity between one 
season and another in the labours of an evangelist. 

And yet this past year does seem to me to diflfer in one 
serious respect from preceding ones. I do not like to think 
that there has been less of the Divine working and blessing, 
but, at any rate, there has in many places been less of apparent 
blessing in the way of definite conversions to God. It will be 
admitted, I think, that there are few signs of anything like 
* revival' in our land at the present moment, or, generally 
speaking, in our Churches either. Space forbids me attempting 
any suggestions as to some of the probable causes of this, but I 
feel impelled to make this reference to what seem tQ b^ t)ie 
stubborn and saddening facts. 



Ot/H MISSIONERS. x6l 



In many places, notwithstanding, there have been, I am 
thankful to record, most encouraging evidences of the power 
of the Gospel and the working of God^s Spirit. It has been to 
many young folk truly a year of grace. Many young women 
and young men, as well as elder scholars, have professed faith 
in Christ, and the honoured and grateful teachers have joined 
in gathering the harvest from their own fields. Not a few 
among older people also, and some of those who may be called 
rank ' outsiders,' have been saved. * It is eight years,' said a 
man to me some weeks ago, as he knelt in penitence and tears 
by my side at the foot of the Cross, and gave himself to God 
— ' it is eight years since I was in a place of worship.' There 
have been locally some copious showers of blessing, thank Gpd, 
but many are still waiting and praying for a universal rain that 
shall refresh God's weary heritage and bless the dear land we 
love and the world at large. 

An experience, only a few days old as I write, and which 
happened at Cradlev Heath, in the * Black Country,' is, I 
think, worth recording. We had toiled, and toiled hard, and 
been much in prayer through the days of the Mission, with 
very little apparent result. Then right at the end, when almost 
every one — ministers, workers, and Missioner alike — seemed 
at their wits' end, the blessing came, with almost startling 
suddenness. The hour was late. There had been a deep 
and solemn feeling in the first meeting. Many of the con- 
gregation had retired, and two hundred, perhaps, remained. 
A great spirit of prayer, quiet but tremendously earnest, came 
upon the people. It seemed like a fierce battle with the 
powers of darkness — ^a hand-to-hand fight with wicked spirits 
in high places. Then we sang the hymn commencing : 

*0 Breath of God, breathe on us now, 
And move within us while we pray ; 
The spring of our new life art Thou, 
The very light of our new day.* 

At the close of it we felt assured the battle was won — it 
was our song of victory. The Breath came. 

Then followed, late as it was, an indescribable half-hour, 
in which forty people, mostly young women and young men, 
left their pews one by one and came from all over the church, 
and standing by the Communion-rail shook hands with the 
Missioner in token that they then and there accepted Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour and Lord. It was truly a wonderful 
time, that closing hour of the Mission. 

It was late when we got away from the church, tired, but 
greatly encouraged. These are some of the experiences that 
make the evangelist's life gloriously worth living." 

12 
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REV. J. TOLEPREE PARR. 

Mr. Parr has been continnously at work and hie Missions 
have met with universal appreciation. We give below his 
impressions of the work. 

*' Since the last Report I have conducted Missions at Hednes- 

ford, Thornton (Bradford), Kidderminster, 

, Heckmondwike, Gainsborough, Longton, Bar- 

ImoFMiSoiu. ^^'i Tredegar, Hammersmith, Ogmore Vale, 

^^^ Crosshills, Swinton (Manchester), Keighley, St. 

Helens, Hoyland, Holbeach, Woking, Carmar- 

then, Builth Wells, Ludlow, Pontefract, Hornsea, and Belper. 

The services have been orderly and reverent and entirely 

free from sensationalism and straining after results. Divine 

blessing has attended all the Missions, and in some there have 

been remarkable manifestations of the Holy Spirit's converting 

power. 

Many ministers have gratefully acknowledged the blessing 
and inspiration they have themselves received, particularly 
from the Bible-readings. Habitual neglectors of worship have 
attended the Temperance Lectures and Men's Services, and 
several thousand Temperance and Anti-gambling pledges have 
been signed. 

Perhaps the most pleasing feature has been the large 
number of young people in their teens who have openly 
confessed Christ, and, according to subsequent reports, have 
become consistent members of the various Churches. I have 
endeavoured to sound a strong ethical note in regard to 
intemperance and gambling and other social evils, and the 
adaptation and broadening out of the Churches' ministry, 
and have sought to make the Missions the beginning rather 
than the culmination of their evangelistic efforts. Incidentally 
the Missions have emphasised the spiritual character of the 
Federation Movement, and rendered great service to the cause 
of Christian unity, particularly in Wales. But in every 
instance the reaper has had to leave the field just when the 
greater harvest was ripe for the sickle. Deep and poignant 
regret has been expressed that the Missions could not be 
prolonged. The time has arrived when the National Council 
and the Federated Churches must seriously consider the 
question. I am convinced that United Missions of fifteen 
or twenty-one days would inaugurate a new era in Free Church 
evangelism. The largest towns and cities would be moved 
from centre to circumference, and far greater numbers converted 
to Christ. I hope it may be my privilege, before returning to 
pastoral work, to conduct a few such Missions.'* 
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THE PRESIDENT'S CAMPAIGN. 

The National Connoil has been exceedingly well served in 
the role of its Presidents, but rarely have we been afforded the 
services of snch an expert scholar and original thinker as we 
have had dnring the past year in the person of Dr. J. Bendel 
Harris. To say that his services have been along different lines 
to those of our other Presidents would be to utter a truism 
apparent to all who know Dr. Harris. Our President has been 
drawn by nature and training to the more spiritual side of the 
work, but he has throughout the year shown the utmost 
readiness to help in any action affecting the Free Churches 
bordering on the domain of the " political." He has headed our 
deputations to the Prime Minister and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and presided with conspicuous ability and thorough 
interest at meetings of our General Committee and other Com- 
mittees. It would be difficult to say how much the National 
Council has been helped by the infusion of the quiet atmosphere 
always associated with the Quakers. 

Dr. Harris has not confined his attention to national affairs. 
He has unstintingly given of his time and 
^•AmimmA abilities to the work throughout the country, 

lilted!'" *^^ during his year of office has visited the 
following Federations : Nottinghamshire, Lin- 
colnshire, Eastern Division of South Wales and 
Monmouthshire, Derbyshire, Chester, Crewe and District, 
Shropshire, South Durham and Cleveland, East Yorkshire, 
Suffolk, East Lancashire, Cumberland, South-West Lancashire, 
North Staffordshire, Devonshire (excepting Plymouth), North- 
East Lancashire, North Bucks and North Oxon, Leeds and 
District, Essex, Bristol and District, Liverpool and District, 
Leicestershire and Rutland, Sussei, Bolton and District, Hull 
and District, Bradford and District, North Lancashire and 
District, Gloucestershire and Herefordshire, Berks, South Oxon 
and South Bucks, Wiltshire and East Somerset, Metropolitan, 
East Norfolk, Dorset and South Somerset, Northamptonshire, 
West Cornwall, South Devon and East Cornwall, Hertfordshire, 
Manchester, Salford, and District, Sheffield and District, West 
Norfolk, and Hampshire. 

From all the centres visited by Dr. Harris glowing accounts 
have been received of the meetings. The pro- 
ceedings have usually taken somewhat the 
pj^^jj' following order: In the morning a meeting 
has been held for ministers and workers. The 
chief feature of these meetings has been one 
of Dr. Harris's unique Bible Lectures on such topics as 
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*' Aaron's Breastplate," " How to use the Bible and Concord- 
ance," " Ataraxia," " Mary and Martha," &c. It has been felt 
that these lectures were of so unique a nature that some 
permanent record of them ought to be kept. Accordingly, 
arrangements have been made to publish these addresses in a 
volume, to be issued almost immediately, under the title of 
"Aaron's Breastplate, and Other Addresses." 

After the Morning Session lunch has usually been provided 
for the delegates by some distinguished local helper. Dr. 
Harris has often been accompanied by other Free Church 
leaders, such as Rev. C. Silvester Home, M.A., Rev. J. D. Jones, 
M.A., B.D., Mr. H. Vigurs Harris, Rev. J. Monro Gibson, M.A., 
LL.D., Rev. J. Hirst Hollowell, Rev. Thomas Law, Rev. H. 
Elvet Lewis, M.A., Rev. J. Scott Lidgett, M.A., Rev. P. B. 
Meyer, B.A., Rev. J. M. Gwynne Owen, Rev. Thomas Phillips, 
B.A., Rev. J. E. Rattenbury, Rev. W. J. Townsend, D.D., Sir 
George White, M.P., and Rev. Thomas Yates. The afternoon 
sermon has usually been taken by one of these leaders, and 
they have further assisted at the Evening Meeting. 

CAMBRIDGE SUMMER SCHOOL. 

The most important feature of our President's Campaign was 
the Free Church Summer School at Cambridge. This is an 
altogether new idea in Free Church Council work. Dr. Harris 
was the originator and chief organiser. During the first 
fortnight in August Free Churchmen from all over the 
country gathered at Cambridge to listen to addresses and 
lectures by some of the most distinguished theological and 
social experts. Amongst those who took part in the pro- 
ceedings were Professors Peake, Garvie, Moulton, Dr. P. T. 
Forsyth, Dr. Glover, Dr. Deissmann, of Heidelberg, who 
gave four lectures on "The Greek Bible," Professor Rogera, 
who lectured on Amos and Genesis, Mr. Percy Alden, M.P., 
Alderman Priestman, of Bradford, Mr. Edward Grubb, M.A., 
Mr. T. Bryon, M.A., Professor Tasker, Professor Andrews, 
Mr. T. R. Glover, Mr. H. G. Wood, M.A., Canon Barnett, 
Professor Flinders Petrie, Mr. Seebohm Rowntree. The 
lectures were not the only attractions. In the afternoon 
rambles were made to places of interest in the neighbourhood, 
and in connection with these rambles talks were given by such 
authorities as Dr. Brown, who acted as guide to Bunyan's 
Bedford, Dr. Robertson NicoU, who spoke on Spurgeon, &c. 
All who were present at the Conferences acknowledged the 
great benefit they had received from the proceedings. 

We feel it is only right to acknowledge the valuable services 
rendered by the local Secretaries, Mr. W. T. Haynes and Mr, 
Herbert G. Wood, M.A. 
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The President has given the following Impressions of his 
year's work : — 



" After visiting the greater part of the Federations through- 
out England and Wales, I am able to look 
_,__,_., back with profound thankfulness, not only 
taTOkSl!' because I have been enabled to fulfil so 
many engagements, but because I have been 
brought into touch with so many of the 
good and gracious souls who are to come from the east 
and west and north and south to their festival-places in the 
Kingdom of God. What has delighted me is the spirituality 
of the whole movement, combined in many districts with 
a strong intellectual life which is ready to adjust its state- 
ments of eternal truth to the exigencies of changing expressions 
of human thought. Perhaps one saw this most clearly in the 
Summer School which we held at Cambridge from July 30th 
to August 10th. Of all the Summer Schools in which I have 
taken part this was, in many points of view, the best. It failed 
in one respect (or seemed to fail) in that the attendance w^ less 
than had been anticipated ; but it was large enough for very 
effective and far-reaching work to be done ; and the union of 
the spirit of research with an earnest spirit of devotion was 
most remarkable. It seems quite clear that the Free Churches 
have here a common ground of service, and an outlook for 
great results in the Kingdom of God which can hardly be 
realised by any Church working singly ; and it should be the 
aim of the Free Church Council to renew the Summer School 
effort at an early date. It will be probably best to take the 
School next time to some health or holiday resort ; we found 
that some were deterred from coming to Cambridge by the 
thought that a holiday spent on the edge of the Fenland would 
be a holiday wasted. But there were many local attractions 
and delightful excursions which negatived any such belief, if it 
had lurked in the minds of any of the students who came to 
the gathering. Primitive Methodists and Friends were the 
denominations that were most strongly represented, but all of 
the Churches were in evidence, and it was easy to forget the 
dividing lines. As to the lectures given, I do not think I have 
ever seen a better programme or one more suited to the needs 
of the company of students. I leave this matter with the 
National Free Church Council, with my blessing upon them, in 
case they take up the work and carry it forward. The work 
done in the visits to the separate Federations was extended by 
various changes which I made to suit my own inability to 
preach set sermons. We had usually a morning exercise in 
some devotional subject for a couple of hours. In the after- 
noon we usually had a Council Sermon by one of our brethren 
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who joined me in the d^ercises of the day, and shared with 
myself and the local Free Churchmen in an evening demonstra- 
tion. Occasionally a lecture on some important question in 
Biblical or Historical Criticism was added, and this feature 
might, I think, be a useful one in days to come, if we 
can persuade the experts to come to our aid. In these meetings 
most of the Free Church leaders have helped me nobly ; but if 
I do not specify them by name, I must at least express my 
gratitude to Mr. Meyer, who made quite a little tour of visita- 
tion with me, and often raised the meetings to a high pitch of 
spiritual enthusiasm. I?o greater blessing has come to us this 
year than Mr. Meyer's whole-hearted devotion to the visitation 
of the Churches. Our meetings were, as far I am concerned, 
occasions of delight and days to be remembered. 

I do not know that I need say anything further, except to 
thank our Secretary (Mr. Law) and our staff at the Memorial 
Hall for their devotion to the great cause in which we are 
concerned and for their kindness to myself personally." 

MRS. RENDEL HARRIS AND WOMEN'S MINISTRY. 

A special feature of the work of the year has been the 
visitation undertaken by Mrs. Rendel Harris, the wife of the 
President, on behalf of Women's Ministry. It will be remem- 
bered that at the last National Council the General Committee 
were requested to consider what steps could be taken to 
encourage the wider ministry of women among the Churches. 
With this end in view, Mrs. Harris visited a number of 
centres in various parts of the country, including Cardiff, 
Bradford, Derby, Malvern, Oxford, Bath, Leicester, Liverpool, 
Widnes, Leamington, London, Newton Abbot, Bristol, Hudders- 
field, Nottingham, Hanley, and Plymouth. 

A feature at each of these meetings was the Talk to Women 
only. Mrs. Harris made a frank appeal to her sisters to join 
in the service of the Church, and her appeal met with enthu- 
siastic response in all parts. 

Mrs. Harris thus writes of hw work : " At these gatherings I 

have been struck with two facts — first, with the 

Mpg Ha i ' ability ^or public speech, in brief but well- 

Imppessions.' expressed opening addresses, shown by the ladies 

who have presided at the meetings, added to an 

earnest desire for a deeper consecration and more 

spiritual work in the future for all Christian womanhood ; and, 

in the times of open prayer, which have almost always closed 

these meetings, with the personal devotion and fervency of many 

of the prayers, the readiness to offer them, when it was f qU that 

they were in proper place, and desired by the leaders of the 
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meeting ; and besides this, again and again I have been thankful 
to notice the wideness of the scope, earnestness of faith, power of 
expression in well-chosen words, without undue prolixity and re- 
dundancy, which these petitions have unconsciously manifested. 
But, although I have been struck with the capacity shown, both in 
Eqpeech and vocal prayer, on these occasions, I have met with no 
evidence of any desire to obtrude or push the feminine element 
in Church work into prominence — ^rather the opposite. Oppor- 
tunities for private conversation have generally followed the 
meetings, and in such intercourse I have noticed a reluctance, 
rather than the reverse, on the part of many very spiritually 
minded women, even to seem to aspire to service which has not 
hitherto been generally considered within the feminine sphere, 
so that I feel sure that only in connection with the full assent 
and co-operation of the ministers and brethren of the Churches 
would such work be accepted by these, even though gifted and 
qualified for it. 

If the time has come for this fuller work, this encourage- 
ment will not be found wanting, but rather all will rejoice 
together, for the fields are still ' white unto harvest," and the 
labourers are still, alas I far too few." 



REV. F. B. MEYER'S VISITATION. 

At the Leeds Annual Council the Rev. F. B. Meyer was 
formally designated to the work of the National Council and 
the local Free Church Councils. It was with great regret that 
Mr. Meyer separated himself from his work at Christ Church, 
and, at a Farewell Meeting, the people of South London showed 
with what ties of more than ordinary affection he had been 
bound to them. After a short trip to Germany, Mr. Meyer 
took up his work in connection with the National Council. 
The applications for his services are so numerous that it has 
been found quite impossible to satisfy them all at present. 

Since he commenced work last autumn he has visited the 
following Federations and Councils : Leicester, 
Loughborough, Durham and Northumberland, 
Visaed. Liverpool, Leicestershire and Rutland, Oxford, 
Bolton, Macclesfield, Hull, Bradford, North Lan- 
cashire, Gloucester, Cirencester, North Glouces- 
tershire and Herefordshire, Bristol, Berks, South Oxon and 
South Bucks, Todmorden, Sowerby Bridge, Wiltshire and 
East Somerset, Manchester, Barrow-in-Furness, Chorl ton, Eccles, 
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Prestwich, Ashton-nnder-Lyne, Preston, Bootle, Rnsholme, 
Widnes, Accrington, Blackburn, Blackpool, Coventry, Kidder- 
minster, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Shrewsbury, Cardiff, Paddington, 
Dudley, Rotherham, Derby, Sheffield, Upper Parlidtone, Hamp- 
shire, Petersfield, Southport. 

We have received from these centres repoits full of the most 
glowing commendation of the work Mr Meyer has been 
enabled to do. It is quite evident that this service which 
Mr. Meyer is peculiarly able to render has long been needed, 
and everywhere his visits have been attended by the greatest 



The Missions conducted by Mx. Meyer have been in the main 
along the same lines, though in accordance with 
the requirements of the districts. In some cases 
l^etintfs. ^^' ^®y®r has paid week-end visits. At other 
times the meetings have extended over two or 
more days, whilst in a number of cases the visit 
has been confined to a single day. The order of proceedings has 
been somewhat as follows : In the morning a special meeting 
has been held for ministers and local preachers, when Mr. 
Meyer has given the benefit of his great experience in 
ministerial work. A lunch has often followed, and in the 
afternoon Mr. Meyer has preached. A feature on all occasions 
has been the Over-tea Conference, when Mr. Meyer has cross- 
examined the local workers as to the progress they are making. 
These Conferences have sometimes been confined to Free 
Church Council work, whilst on other occasions Sunday School 
and similar departments have been dealt with. In the evening 
there has been either a sermon by Mr. Meyer or a great Free 
Church Demonstration, at which Mr. Meyer has taken the 
opportunity of expressing his views on some of the needs 
of the age. 

The connection which Mr. Meyer has with other organisa- 
tions has been particularly helpful during these tours. He is 
now President of the World's Sunday School Association and 
President of the newly formed National P.S.A. Federation. 
These two branches of work, besides others, have accordingly 
been touched on with much benefit. 

It has been arranged for Mr. Meyer to pay a visit to South 

African Councils almost immediately after the 

National Council Meetings. His object is to 

South Africa, minister inspiration and help to Christian 

people of all communions. All the details of 

arrangements for this visit have been made 

at the Central office in London, in conjunction with the local 

Secretaries of African Councils, just as in England and Wales. 
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It is to be feared that the story of the year as regards 
Education can be expressed in one word — ^'^ waiting." At 
the last National Council the feelings of Free Churchmen 
were expressed in the two resolutions adopted unanimously, 
the one recording deep regret at the failure of the (Jovemment 
to pass the Education Bill which would give effect to the 
national will as expressed at the last General Election, and the 
other welcoming the Passive Resisters' Relief Bill, which had 
been introduced on February 26th. The history of the last 
Session is too well known to need much recapitulation. The 
Government, with its overloaded programme, was unable to 
proceed with all the measures it had promised. 

The Executive of the National Council watched the situation 
very closely during the whole of the time. When the General 
Committee was held on May 27th, the following resolutions 
were passed : — 

" I. That this Committee, while viewing with deep regret the absence of any 
serious effort on the part of the Government to deal with the Education question 
by comprehensive proposals, and hoping that vigorous action may be looked for 
in the next Session of Parliament, feels it incumbent on it to urge on the 
Government to press forward the Special Beligious Instruction Bill introduced 
into the House of Commons by Mr. McEenna. While again pointing out that 
the Bill represents only a small instalment of the educational reforms demanded 
by the country at the last General Election, the Committee would urge its enact- 
m^it as being imperatively demanded in the interest of justice, and for the 
relief of many who feel themselves unable from conscientious motives to pay 
the portion of the educational rate now demanded for the payment of distinc- 
tively denominational teaching. It would respectfully impress upon his 
Majesty's Government that the delay in proceeding T^th this measure is 
causing disappointment and dismay among the great body of Free Churchmen 
throughout the country, and must intensify the existing difficulties in the 
administration of education. 

2. The Committee views with apprehension the statement made in a recent 
letter by, the Board of Education with reference to. the religious syllabus adopted 
by the Preston education authorities that : — 

* In any case, if the Act has been infringed, the remedy does not, in 
view of the repeal of Section 16 of the Elementary Education Act, 1870, 
rest with the Board of Education, but with a court of law, and the right 
course for the objectors to adopt would be to apply to the High Court for a 
mandamus against the Borough Council, a course which Mr. McEenna 
does not, however, reconmiend them to adopt.* 
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The Committee would respectfully point out that the Board of Education is 
responsible, and not private individuskls, for seeing that the legal conditions 
under which alone provided schools are entitled to receive grants of public 
money are not infringed. The Committee, therefore, would press upon the 
Government tiiie necessity of taking all the necessary steps either by administra- 
tion, or, if needs be, by amending the existing law to secure the possibility of 
edBfectlvely discharging this duty. 

3. The Committee welcomes the policy in regard to higher education 
announced by the Minister of Education in the House of Commons. In par- 
ticular it welcomes the enlarged grant on behalf of such secondary schools as 
accept public management, are free from denominational tests, and provide a 
sufficient number of free places for suitable children from the elementary 
schools. The Committee also receives with satisfaction the announcement that 
the Government is about to enforce the Conscience Clause upon the Training 
Colleges as tending to remove a great injustice, to promote sincerity, and thereby 
to advance the highest interests of education. But the Committee cannot 
agree to the proposu that on the resolution of a local education authority the 
Board of Education may ma^e the higher grants to secondary schools, and that 
in these cases the requirements as to popular control, tests, and religions liberty 
may be waived. 

4. The Committee instructs its officers to request the Prime Minister to 
receive a deputation from the Committee in order that these views may be laid 
before him." 

Following this came the decision of the Government to 
abandon their Bill until the forthcoming Session. A special 
meeting of the Education Committee of the National (Jouncil 
was held at the Memorial Hall on June 6th, to consider the 
situation created by the Prime Minister's announcement. 

The following resolutions were adopted : — 

** 1. Thai this Committee expresses its profound regret that spme way has not 
been found to bring relief to Passive Besisters, and that a Bill for this purpose 
should have been first introduced and then withdrawn. 

2. At the same time the Committee expresses its satisfaction at the explicit 
pledge of the Prime Minister that next Session a comprehensive Education BiU 
Will be introduced, and at the assurances which It has received that the Bill 
will be drawn on lines of sound principle, such as will command the support of 
all friends of civil and religious liberty ; and also that it will be pressed fcMrward 
with the utmost determination. 

In view of this, the Committee expresses its hope that all Free Church 
Councils will take measures to press upon the constituencies during the autumn 
the principles that must govern a final educational settlement." 

Whilst the Government had abandoned their attempt to 

remedy the . situation by legislative action, Free 

Teachers* Churchmen contended that much might be done 

Training to promote educational justice by a rigorous use 

Colleges. of the administrative powers already possessed. 

This the Government attempted in July. The 

Board of Education issued regulations that after 1907 "no 

candidate for Training Colleges is to be rejected on the ground 

of religious faith or by reason of his refusal to undertake to 

attend or abstain from attending any place of religious worship 

or religious instruction." Elaborate rules were made with a 

view to the enforcement of this principle, and any College or 
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Hostel infringing it was to be fined for a first offence, and to have 
its grants withdrawn altogether on a second occasion. 

With regard to new Colleges, it was decided that after the 1st 
of August, 1907, no institution not already recognised as a 
Training College or Hostel would be so recognised unless it 
is undenominational. To obtain recognition, it must not 
require any teacher to belong or not to belong to any particular 
religious denomination. There must similarly be no religious 
tests in the case of the majority of the members of its governing 
body. And finally, " no catechism or formulary distinctive of 
any particular religious denomination " must be taught, except 
where the parent or guardian asks for it ; in which case, if the 
College decides to supply the denominational demand, the cost 
is not to fall on public funds. It will be seen at once how 
comprehensive these regulations are. All future Training 
Colleges in receipt of public grants are to be strictly un- 
denominational. 

In order to congratulate the Government on the action of 
the Board of Education, the National Free 
Deputation to Church Council organised a deputation to the 
tibe Ppime Prime Minister on August 2nd. The Premier, 
Minister. ^ho received the deputation at his of&cial 
residence, was accompanied by Mr. McKenna, 
President of the Board of Education, and Sir Robert Morant, 
the Permanent Secretary of the Board. The deputation con- 
sisted of thirty representatives, lay and ministerial, of almost 
every Nonconformist denomination. Sir (then Mr.) J. Compton- 
Rickett, M.P., introduced the deputation, and the speakers 
were Dr. J. Rendel Harris, Dr. Clifford, Mr. Percy Bunting, 
M.A., Rev. C. Silvester Home, M.A., Dr. Hanson, and Rev. J. 
Hirst HoUowell. Mr. McKenna replied first, and his frank 
dealing with the whole case gave great satisfaction to the 
deputation. Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman said that the 
Government fully recognised that the subject of training 
schools and secondary schools was of first importance. They 
thought that a change should be made, not as Nonconformists, 
but as citizens who sought to promote the efficiency of 
education, and desired to enlist the interests and sympathies 
of the whole people in the cause of education. There could 
be no doubt about the feelings of earnestness and sincerity 
amongst the whole Liberal party at the General Election on the 
question of education. It was one of the last things urged, 
and the Government would not be worthy of their position 
if they did not feel themselves bound to give effect to the 
great principles of public control where public money was 
used, with absolute freedom from sectarian tests. He trusted 
that, after all, the new regulations would not be found in 
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practice so dreadful as some critics seemed to thiuk. They 
embodied a sound principle, which Parliament by its money 
votes would approve. The spirit and tone of the Premier's 
speech delighted the deputation, whose errand could scarcely 
hiave achieved a better result. 

At a specially convened meeting of the General Committee 
held on October 31st the following resolution, moved by 
Mr. R. W. Perks, M.P., and seconded by Mr. A. E. Hutton, 
M.P., was adopted : — 

'*That no settlement of the Education question will be deemed by this 
Committee to be satisfactory which provides for the preferential treatment of 
any Church or creed. The Committee is of opinion that the plan known as 
* contracting out * would not only be a violation of this principle, but would 
be directly adverse to the object of the Council, viz., the establishment of one 
type of elementary school under public control throughout the country. The 
Committee, therefore, urgently request his Majesty's Government not to 
sanction, in any form whatever, any such proposal." 

The following resolution was also moved by Dr. Hodgson 
and seconded by Rev. A. T. Guttery. This resolution was 
passed with four dissentients : — 

'*That in our judgment to grant the right of denominational entry and 
teaching into the provided schools would be to introduce an innovation that is 
inconsistent with the principles of national education, as declared in the 
resolutions of the National Free Church Council. We are of opinion that 
the entrance of the denomination, as such, into the Council schools would 
introduce confusion and strife, and urge his Majestj^'s Government not to 
include such a principle in their forthcoming Education Bill." 

WATCHING ADMINISTRATION. 

During the year quiet work has been done by our Education 
Department in the direction of giving advice upon the interpre- 
tation and administration of the Education Act. There are no 
important matters to report, as there appears to be a general 
recognition that the present state of things is only temporary, 
and consequently important questions of principle are not 
raised, but are left over until the educational system of this 
country has been placed upon a permanent basis. 

Soon after the setting aside last year of the building grant 
by Mr. McKenna, questions began to come in 
dealing with the conditions under which the 
Grantsf building of new schools might be assisted. We 
were able by our advice to show our friends 
the requisite steps to be taken in order to 
secure the grant, and in particular to call their attention to 
the fact that the grant must be applied for with prompti- 
tude, as no applications can be considered after March 31, 
1908. Where, in connection with such applications, the 
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Board of Education directed local inquiries, we indicated 
the methods to be adopted and the points to be brought 
forward. In one or two cases there appears to have been 
a doubt as to the persons entitled to appear at such in- 
quiries ; and we advised that all ratepayers and parents 
were so entitled. Altogether the correspondence we have 
had on this question shows the great need of some measure 
providing not merely a temporary palliative, but a permanent 
cure, for the great evil caused by the present single school 
districts. In some single school districts, for example, we 
found Free Churchmen opposing proposed Council schools 
where the intention was to use the new schools for elder 
scholars and send all the younger scholars to the Anglican 
schools, on the ground that the proposal did not go far enough, 
and that the temporary expedient was of no real service. 

One or two correspondents called our attention once more to 
a grave defect in the present law. Under the 
law as it existed before 1902 any ratepayer had 
A^mitL^ a right to inspect the education accounts of a 
School Board, and consequently public attention 
could be focussed on the details of expenditure. 
The Act of 1902 took away this right, and except for a very 
brief period just before the Government audit it is quite 
impossible for any ratepayer to discover the details of educa- 
tional expenditure. It is to be hoped that the proposed 
legislation will restore the right. 

A recent controversy at Yeovil shows another defect in 
the machinery of the Act of 1902. The Town 
Council of Yeovil, which was not an education 
Teovil. authority under the Act of 1902, was created an 
education authority by the terms of a local Act. 
They now propose to relinquish their inde- 
pendence and hand over their schools to the County Council. 
We understand that there is great opposition to this in the town, 
but as the law stands the opposition seems to be powerless, as 
there are no means provided for challenging the decision of the 
Council. Nor can their decision be reversed by a subsequent 
Council, for under the Act the relinquishment is permanent. 

Questions have been asked relating to the legality of an 

education authority conducting examinations in 

EzaminationB religious knowledge. Since the decision of the 

inReli^oiu House of Lords in the West Riding case the 

Knovledge. legality of the practice cannot be questioned, 

though it is clear that a reactionary authority 

may abuse its powers. We have advised that the attitude 
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to be taken towards any suggestion that an education authority 
should conduct religious examinations must depend entirely 
upon local circumstances, but that strong opposition should be 
offered to any proposals likely to throw the examinations 
entirely into Anglican hands, such as that the examinations 
should be conducted by the diocesan inspector, or the Vicar 
of the parish. 

Other que^ions have dealt with matters which have been 

fully r^orted in previous years, but which are 

VftviAd likely to be of ft^quent occurrence until our 

Mattm. educational system is satisfactorily settled on an 

unsectarian basis, such as the taking of children 

to church during school hours, the operation 

of the conscience clause, the wear and tear clause, and the use 

of non-provided schools out of school hours. One or two 

questions have also been asked as to the legal position of 

teachers in non-provided schools. 



FREE CHURCH PAROCHIAL 
VISITATION. 

There are few forms of service more peculiarly fitted to our 
Movement than ParocMal Visitation. The 
weakness of our denominational system is that 
ParSeiT ^^^ certain districts are well served whilst 
others are neglected. The Churches do not 
realise that direct responsibility for the care of 
souls which is the ideal of the Anglican system, and the crea- 
tion of Free Church parishes is an attempt to meet this need. 
A large number of our Councils have mapped out their areas 
into a number of small "parishes." The work of visitation 
in these is assigned to the different Churches. Of course no 
attempt is made to create "preserves" such as exist in the 
Anglican community. The arrangement is made solely for 
the purpose of practical working, and it has been found to be 
of immense value. 

Practically every Council that has promoted a United Mission 
has arranged for it to be preceded by House-to-house Visita- 
tion, but the scheme is by no means confined to that form 
of effort. 
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Some years ago Mr. George Cadbury offered £5 to each 

Oonncil of more than fifteen Churches (and 

from £2 to £3 to smaller Councils) towards 

Offw of Mapt. the preparation of parish maps. This offer 

still remains open, and those who have not 

already adopted the scheme should apply for 

the grant. A pamphlet on the subject can be had from the 

Memorial Hall. 

One or two notes on work in this direction will prove of 
interest. 

One of the latest Councils to adopt Parochial Visitation is 
Jbrsbt. The Secretary reports as follows : 
" The town has been carefully divided into ten 
Jersey. sections, as nearly as possible taking one par- 

ticular Church as the centre of each section to 
which it has been allotted as its sphere of 
influence. Maps of the town have been prepared, marking 
off the ten districts in outline in red ink and colouring in 
red the particular section proper to the Church to whom the 
map was given. Each of the ten Churches has been thus sup- 
plied with a map conspicuously indicating their own district or 
"parish," whilst also indicating less prominently the other 
nine. Each map was headed with the name of the Church 
and denomination for whom it was intended, and in the 
margin have been shown, on the left, the names of each 
street included in the district, and on the right the approxi- 
mate number of homes comprised in each street. The details 
of working each district have been left to each individual 
Church to arrange for itself. It was thought that the selection 
of tracts and other matters of detail would be better thus left 
than to have a rigid uniformity. In addition to the visiting 
and tract distributing incidental to such a scheme, it is hoped 
it may prevent overlapping from a charitable standpoint." 

The Batlby and District Council are carefully consider- 
ing a scheme of Parochial Visitation whereby it 
is hoped to reach the masses of the people non- 
Hew Work, attendant at places of worship. Chorlton- 
CUM-Hardy Council, which was only formed 
in July, 1907, is contemplating a House-to-house 
Visitation of the district, and for this purpose is preparing 
maps. The BATH Council has been carefully considering a 
scheme of Parochial Visitation. Maps of the districts assigned 
to the different Churches have been prepared, and it is expected 
that the scheme will shortly be in full working. 

We feel that the Work of Parochial Visitation is one of the 
first forms of service that should be adopted by Councils. 
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OPEN-AIR SERVICES. 

One of the most prominent departments in connection with 
the work of our Free Church Councils is that of conducting 
Open-air Services. Unfortunately, the weather enters largely 
into the success or non-success of these efforts, and it is to be 
feared that the unsatisfactory weather of 1907 made havoc 
of the work in many places. Still, advantage was taken of 
the spells of good weather, and throughout the country 
systematic efforts were made to reach the outside masses 
by this means. In previous reports we have often given 
examples of the work at different centres, though, of course, 
efforts of this nature are very similar, a report from one centre 
being much the same as that from another. We might, how- 
ever, mention one or two cases. 



The Birmingham Council held its Annual Simultaneous 
Open-air Mission from June 23rd to 30th. During that 
week 138 meetings were arranged for at 41 
different sites. In spite of the unpropitious 
Birminghaiii. weather the meetings were largely attended, 
and produced good results. From May 28th 
to July 3rd Dinner-hour Services for work- 
ing men were held out of doors every Tuesday. As in pre- 
vious years. Gospel meetings have been conducted throughout 
the summer months on Friday evenings in the Bull 
Ring. 



This idea of Simultaneous Open- Air Missions is likely to be 
copied widely in the future. Just as Councils arrange for 
United Missions of ten or more days' duration in the winter, 
it is felt that United Open-air Missions for a 
series of days is the right thing for the summer- 
EnfieliL time. In Enfibld, for instance, for fifteen 
consecutive nights a number of missioners 
gave out the Gospel message with much per- 
suasive earnestness, and the series culminated on the last 
Saturday with a midnight meeting in Christ Church Hall, 
conducted by Rev. G^rge W. White and Mr. W. Durrant. 
Previous to the meeting a parade of the streets when the public* 
houses were closing attracted a motley crowd, and into the 
small hours of the morning the effort to rescue the perishing 
continued with remarkable results. Local reports say that the 
meeting will long be remembered by all who took part 
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We reported last year on the good work accomplished 

by the SUSSEX Federation by the holding of 

SiiBMz Summer Missions in the rural districts of its 

area. Arrangements are being made for this 

work to be carried on during the coming season 

on an even larger scale. 

Special mention ought also to be made of the work of the 

Nbwcastlb-ON-Tynb Council, which con- 

-- ducted a four months' Open-air Mission in 

**T^e."^"*" the Newcastle Bigg Market. The meetings, 

which were held nightly, were attended by 

large crowds of men and women, and resulted 

in a large number of decisions for Christ. 

Further reference to Open-air work will be found in the 
section dealing with Work in the Villages. Reference is also 
made to new work in this direction under the section 



" Anglican Co-operation.' 



SOCIAL QUESTIONS. 

The past few years have shown considerable awakening 
among the Free Churches to the need of definite Social Work. 
It is not the place here to refer to the work of Institutional 
Churches, nor to the varied undertakings on the same lines 
adopted by individual Churches all over the country. It is 
more and more evident that the Church must recognise its 
duties, not only to the souls, but to the bodies, of men. Our 
Free Church Council Movement affords wide scope for Social 
Work. Many social undertakings are too big for any one 
Church or denomination to attempt, and the future has great 
possibilities for united efforts on the part of all the Churches 
to solve some of the great problems that have perplexed many 
generations. There is great need for educative work in the 
Churches to make our members realise the necessities of the 
case and the opportunities there are before them. 

From time to time it has been urged that the National 
Council should start a great campaign dealing with all sides 
of social service. No doubt in the future we shall see a con- 
siderable advance in this direction. Of course progress must 
of necessity be slow, and no great campaign can be undertaken 
without strong support both in finance and in interest. 

Feeling the need for a closer touch between the Free Church 
Councils and Social Questions, the National Council some time 

13 
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ago appointed a Social Questions (Jommittee. The objects of 
the forward movement which is desired are thus defined by 
the Committee : — 

1. To awaken amongat all Christian people the earnest and sympathetic 
consideration of questions which afifect the general welfare of the people, 
especially those bearing upon the moral training of the joong, the relief of the 
poor, the housing of the people, and suggested remedies for unemployment, <feo. 

2. The formation wherever possible of a central Church Hail in order to 
enable the Churches to undertime unitedly such measures of social redemptive 
work as they cannot attempt separately, and as an office for the organisation 
of the general social work undertaken by the Churches. 

3. The formation of Sunday and week-evening institutes for the guardianship 
and training of the elder scholars of our Sunday Schools, so that tiie Churches 
may be enabled to retain and hold under Christian influence the large pro- 
portion of the children in our Sunday Schools, 80 per cent, of whom, it is 
authoritatively said, are now lost to them. 

4. The formation of Church Guilds, Girls' Guilds, Boys* and Girls' Life 
Brigades, and other means for the guardianship and training of our young 
people. 

5. The formation of Social Institutes for adults, either in connection with 
separate Churches, P.S.A.'s, Men*s Own*s, and Adult Schools, or by assisting 
their formation on a civic basis in association with all who desire to promote 
the social well-being of the people. 

6. The encouragement of Temperance by total abstinence and in other ways. 

7. To promote the work of Social Purity. 

8. To promote all efforts to lessen crime — especially juvenile crime — and to 
assist discharged prisoners. 

9. To bring religious influences to bear upon the life of those who are in our 
prisons, workhouses, lodging-houses, and other public institutions. 

10. To discourage and repress in all possible ways the evils of gambling. 
For the above purposes an Organising Secretary of the Social Questions 

Committee will be appointed, who will act as Assistant Secretary to Mr. Law 
in this matter. It will be his business to correspond with the local Free Church 
Councils and to visit them with the object of securing their sympathetic 
co-operation in carrying out this scheme of Socii^ Bedemptive Work. 



CO-ORDINATION IN SOCIAL WORK. 

The Social Qaestions Committee has met from time to time, 
and has most carefully considered how best to promote the 
work. It was felt that the Committee conld do .good service 
by promoting a closer union between Free Church Societies 
dealing with social affairs, and with this object a Conference 
was called for November 29th. To this meeting the Com- 
mittee issued invitations to Free Church Unions of Social 
Service and to denominations that as yet have not formed 
such Unions. The Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., took the chair, and 
offered a number of suggestions as to the woi* that might be 
done by the co-ordinated societies. An interesting discussion 
followed. There was a strong opinion that a Central Com- 
mittee and united local action were highly desirable. A 
temporary Committee of two members of each denomination 
was formed to draft a scheme for co-ordinating the work of 
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the Social Service Unions with the work of the Social Qoestions 
Committee. 

This special Committee decided to suggest to the Executive 
of the National Council the enlargement of their Social 
Questions Committee by the co-optation of representatives 
of the various Free Church Unions. The Executive heartily 
accepted this suggestion, and a further Conference was held on 
February 14th. The Rev. J. Scott Lidgett, M.A., took the 
chair, and representatives of most of the Unions were present. 
After careful consideration a scheme of co-ordinated work 
was prepared, and it was agreed to hold Conferences at 
quarterly intervals, to which representative social workers 
would be invited. 

SOCIAL PURITY. 

Peculiar responsibility rests with Free Church Councils to 
carry on the delicate work of preserving Social Purity, and it 
is a matter for regret that so few of our Councils have seen 
their way to take action in this direction. It is most gratifying 
to record that where our Councils have made efforts to combat 
the social evil success has resulted. 

For some years past the Central South London Free 
Church Council has been carrying on what is — so 
^^^ ^® ^^^ Movement is concerned — ^a unique work 
L^nd^ in the direction of Social Purity. This Council 
undertakes an organised campaign against the 
social evilj^and maintains a regular staff to prose- 
cute the work. It should be said at once that the Movement 
owes its initiation to the Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., and that 
during the past twelve years it has drawn its main inspiration 
and much of its finance from him. Mr. Meyer has taken up 
new work, which severs his close connection with South 
London but not his interest in this work. The operations 
of the Council include four great boroughs, containing a 
population of 933,000, within which area there is no other 
organisation to initiate legal process against brothel-keepers. 
The work is undertaken systematically, suspicious premises 
being watched, information collected, official ratepayers' letters 
of complaint sent, summonses applied for, and evidence given 
at trials. It is very satisfactory to be able to record that since 
the work began in 1895 between seven and eight hundred 
houses of infamy have been closed, the old haunts of vice, 
which in the firat days of the campaign had become what 
might be termed " recognised," have disappeared, and the work 
to-day deals with misdemeanants who carry on their evil 
practices for a few months or weeks, or even sometimes for 
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a few days only. During the past year seventy-six prosecu- 
tions have taken place, involving ninety-eight persons. Eighty- 
one convictions were secured, the fines amounting to £718 lOs. 

All interested in social work should obtain the Report from 
the Treasurer, Dr. G. W. Richards, 22a, Champion Grove, 
Camberwell, S.E. The Council owes a great deal to the 
eflScient work of its agent, Mr. J. 0. Bairstow, as well as to 
the co-operation of the police and municipal authorities. 

Unfortunately, the financial aspect of this work is exceed- 
ingly serious, and if it is to go on a much greater measure of 
financial support must be accorded by the Free Churches. 



SOCIAL REDEMPTIVE WORK. 

The Leeds Council can claim the credit of having started 

the first Free Church Council Rescue Home in 

the country. The Home was the result of an 

Home!^'** urgent call of necessity, and not an experiment 

to ascertain if a need existed. Its inception was 

the result of Gipsy Smith's mission at Leeds 

three years ago. A midnight meeting had been organised, the 

town had been paraded by a large procession, and thousands of 

people were gathered inside the Coliseum. At about one o'clock 

in the morning, when the inquirers were being dealt with, it 

was found that their number included three girls who had been 

brought from off the streets. Evidently they were under deep 

conviction, and wanted to leave the life they had been living. 

The problem of what to do with them at once presented itself. 

Arrangements of a temporary character were made, but on the 

Saturday night a meeting was held at which the question was 

faced, and it was decided to start at once a scheme for a Rescue 

Home. The result was Brunswick House. That was three 

years ago, and since then over three hundred cases have been 

dealt with. Each one of these cases has been resident for short 

periods, some for one day only, others for days or weeks, 

according to circumstances, each receiving the consideration 

necessary to meet the need. 

Since March last the BIRMINGHAM Council has inaugurated 

Social Redemptive work, their endeavour being 

to reach the many hundreds of women and girls 

Birmingham, on the city with the offer of spiritual salvation. 

This work involves considerable expense, and 

could not have been undertaken but for .the 

generosity of Mr. Joseph Hood, M.P., at that time the President 

of the Council. It was felt for the purposes of the new work 

that a Christian lady should be employed, whose special 



SOCIAL QUESTIONS, i8l 

function it should be to keep in personal touch with these 
women and girls. The Council accordingly appointed Miss 
M. Taylor as its first Deaconess, and she has proved herself 
specially qualified for the difficult and delicate task to which 
she has put her hand, and in which she has been most suc- 
cessful. A Christian lady offered to take a house in a suitable 
locality and let a part of it to the Council for a temporary home 
for the use of any poor women or girls who might be willing 
to forsake their evil manner of life. Miss Taylor resides in 
this temporary Home, certain rooms of which have been 
specially fitted up to meet the requirements of those whom 
she is the means of helping. During the past ten months 
nearly sixty cases have been dealt with by the Deaconess, and 
the Birmingham Council issues a little booklet giving 
numerous illustrations of the beneficent character of her 
mission. 



In addition to the organised preventive effort previously 

referred to, the CENTRAL SOUTH LONDON 

Council engages in Rescue Work, Sister 

L^on. Margaret being specially retained for this 

purpose. Through her instrumentality, during 

the past year, twelve girls have been induced 

to give up their evil courses and go into Rescue Homes. 

Twenty girls, found wandering about the streets (some of 

whom happily had not fallen, though on the verge of ruin), 

have been persuaded to return home to their parents or friends, 

and, in several cases, to their husbands. For twelve others, 

desirous to amend their course of life, work has been found, 

and these are now doing well. Eight, who were mainly found 

in a most wretched and filthy condition, were taken to the 

workhouse. Fourteen were sheltered for the night, and 

helped with prayer and counsel. Two who have been rescued 

have been happily married. Two others, who went back to 

their old lives last year, have returned again to lead a respectable 

life : these making a total of fifty-six cases. 

We are glad to be able to report that Rescue and Preventive 
Work is engaging the attention of many of our 
Councils, and there is the prospect of increased 
^eMuo*Wopk!.^ ^^^^ ^^ *^^^ direction. The value of co-opera- 
tion is recognised in this as in other fields. 
For instance, the NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE and 
District Federation has been engaged during the past months, 
through its Secretary, in the promotion of a movement for 
uniting all the Churches of the district in Preventive and 
Rescue work. As a result of a Conference addressed by Miss 
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Rose, of the National Vigilance Association, the Secretary was 
instructed to wait upon the Bishop of Lichfield and the leaders 
of the Boman Catholic Church. As a result, a Committee was 
formed, consisting of three representatives of each section of 
the Church, and after consultation with experienced workers 
a scheme has been formulated for carrying on the work. The 
Rev. W. Lansdale, the Secretary, reports that there is every 
prospect of the work being carried to a successful issue, and 
much good being done. 

SOCIAL INSTITUTES. 

One of the branches of service the Committee has strongly 
advocated is the formation by Free Church Councils of Social 
Institutes. It is felt that, except in special cases, the work of 
providing Social Institutes is too great to be undertaken by 
individual Churches, but that immense good may be done by 
Free Church Councils erecting and running such Institutes in 
districts where they are needed. For the advocacy of this and 
other forms of social work a special representative of the 
National Council, Mr. Wilfrid J. Rowland, visited many parts 
of the country during the year. It was felt that the need for 
Social Institutes was particularly strong in Wales after the great 
Revival, and accordingly Mr. Rowland paid an extended visit to 
the populous districts of South Wales, no less than 37 districts 
being touched. Mr. Rowland spoke at Conferences of workers 
at the different centres, and also obtained personal interviews 
with a number of the leading Free Churchmen in the various 
districts. At all the Conferences he attended he strongly urged 
the formation of Free Church Institutes under the auspices of 
the local Councils. 

The advocacy of Social Institutes is already bearing fruit. 

The KiNGSBBlDGB and District Council reports 

the opening of a Social Institute, and in con- 
KingBbridge. nection with it arrangements have been made 

for starting a Men's Brotherhood. This is a 

most promising work. 

The Calstock and District Council was instrumental in 

organising a Men's Institute at Gunnislake, a 

mining centre of 3,000 population. This Insti- 

CalBtook. tute was opened early in 1907, and the result of 

the first year's work has been a decided success. 

The General Committee of Management is 

elected in part by the Free Church Council and part by 

the members. 
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An important work is being undwtaken in South-East 
London in the form of a Free Church Insti- 
Bo th E t *^*® *^^ Club. The enterprise is in the hands 
Londonf ^^ ^ representative Committee, consisting of 
members of the local Free Church Council, and 
the Young Free Churchmen's League, Stone- 
house Lodge, 273, Lewisham High Road, S.E., has been 
secured as the headquarters of the Institute. The objects of 
the Institute are " to provide a cheerful and pleasant meeting- 
place for young men in their leisure hours, to help them to 
equip themselves by efficient all-round culture for the active 
work of life, and to establish a training centre for Christian 
and social service." 

In cases where it has not been found possible to secure a 

whole house, work on a smaller scale has been 

attempted. The Hornsea Council has, during 

Hornsea. the past year, opened a Workmen's Recreation 

Room, which had during the winter an average 

attendance of thirty men and youths. The 

Council received financial assistance in the work from the 

British Women's Temperance Association. 

A pamphlet showing the need for Social Institutes and 
how they may be run by a Free Church Council has been pre- 
pared by the National Council Committee, and may be obtained 
from the Memorial Hall. 



SOCIAL EDUCATIVE WORK. 

Many of oUr Councils are considering the question of Social 
Service. Conferences haVe been held in all 
parts for this purpose. For instance, the King's 
Coi^nlnoeB. L-^NGLBY Council arranged a series of Public 
Conferences on Social Questions. The first of 
these was held on November 29th, when the 
Rev. J. F. B. Tinling, M.A., introduced the subject of " The 
Church's Duty in Temperance Reform." Other Conferences 
are to deal with such subjects as Grambling, Church Attend- 
ance, and Housing Reform. 

It should be mentioned that Mr. Tinling has offered to 
deliver series of lectures on Social Work in connection with 
Free Church Councils. Full particulars can be obtained from 
the Memorial HalL 

The New Mills Council has a Social Service League, which 
meets at frequent intervals for Social Educative Work, and 
many other Councils are doing similar work, 
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SOCIAL INVESTIGATION. 

If good work is to be undertaken on social lines, it must be 
based upon a most accurate knowledge of the 
situation. This is being increasingly felt, and 
LlYerpooL some of our Councils have adopted schemes for a 
most thorough social investigation. The LIVER- 
POOL Council, for instance, is undertaking an 
extended scheme. 

The idea is to make a complete survey of the city from 
a Free Church standpoint, with a view to seeing how far the 
present religious needs of Liverpool are being met by the 
Churches. Already an outline plan has been approved by 
the Council, and a special Committee has been appointed to 
carry on the work. An undertaking of this kind must, of 
necessity, occupy several months, and a special organiser has 
therefore been appointed. Mr. Wilfrid J. Rowland was chosen 
for the work, which started with the New Year. 

The Liverpool investigation will cover such important 
topics as the following : overlapping, neglected areas, suit- 
ability of buildings and services to modern needs, the relation 
of suburban to town Churches, the needs of special classes of 
the population, the possibilities of united work, religious 
charities, &c. 

The Temperance Committee of the BARRY Council recently 

carried out a complete public-house census for 

the town. There were thirteen public-houses, 

Barry. and a staff of forty voluntary workers undertook 

to count those who entered these houses one 

Saturday night between 8.30 and 11 o'clock. 

The totals published showed that 5,775 entered, the number 

being equivalent to one-fifth of the population of Barry. 

They entered each public-house at the rate of three per minute. 



TEMPERANCE. 



The action of the Government in dropping the Licensing 
Question last Session occasioned keen disappointment amongst 
Free Churchmen, and indeed all Temperance reformers. This 
disappointment was only natural, though, in view of the 
circumstances in which the Government was placed it was 
generally agreed as to the advisability of postponing so 
important a matter until a new Session. The Committee of 
the National Free Church Council was not content with 
awaiting the production of tJie (Jovemmeut'p proposals, and 
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every effort has been made daring the critical time when 
the preparations for the Bill were in hand to insure the 
views we hold on the subject being heard and considered. 

In order to show the strength of feeling that Free Church- 
men have on this subject, and in order to 
Deputation to ^*^® o^® ^^ ^'^^ points perfectly clear to the 

Chaneellop Government, a deputation from the National 
•f Exchaqner. Free Church Council waited upon the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and the Home Secretary on 
November 26th. Dr. Rendel Harris, as President of the 
National Council, briefly introduced the deputation. Rev. J. 
Scott Lidgett, M.A., succinctly explained the resolutions which 
had been passed at the Leeds National Council. Dr. Hanson 
and the Rev. C. Silvester Home, M.A., ably dealt with various 
points we wish emphasised. Mr. Asquith, in reply, said 
the deputation might be sure that the Government would, to 
the best of their ability, redress the reactionary step taken 
by the Act of 1904, and in particular would try and put upon 
the Statute-book a scheme for the reduction of the facilities 
for drinking, which even every superficial observer knew 
to be enormously in excess of national wants and tastes. 
The deputation would not expect him to go into greater 
detail. He did not think there had been a word said by 
them which did not find a response in the intentions or 
sympathies of his right hon. friend and himself. 

WORK AT BREWSTER SESSIONS. 

The work at Brewster Sessions was carried on under great 
disadvantages in view of the state of the law, but many 
of our Councils have persevered in it with good results. We 
mention two or three as illustrations. 

The Harrow and District Council, with the assistance 
of Anglican friends, opposed successfully three 
out of four licences. In addition to this work 
Harrow. they have held public meetings on the Temper- 
ance Question in each of the districts of the 
Council. It is important that educative work 
and the work at the Sessions should go hand-in-hand. Too 
often efforts before the magistrates fail because not sufQciently 
backed up by public opinion. 
The Buxton Council opposed the licences at the Buxton 
Brewster Session for the refreshment-room at 
Buxton Gardens. It was granted at Buxton, 
Buxtoik but our Council won the case at Derby Con- 
firmation Sessions. The expenses of the action 
were rather high, but the result was well worth 
the effort. 
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The Ely and District Council appointed a deputation to 
wait upon the magistrates to ask them in future 
not to grant an extension of hours to the public- 
Ely* houses in the district on the occasion of the 
village feasts and fairs, as had customarily 
been done. The deputation was treated very 
courteously, and assured that the matter should have the 
careful consideration of the Bench. The Clerk afterwards 
wrote that the magistrates had decided not to grant any such 
extension of hours after December 31, 1907. 

These are typical cases picked out almost at random. Doubt- 
less many can say, in the words of the report of one of 
our Councils, "Have for many years successfully resisted 
all applications at Brewster Sessions." 



PRESERVATION OF THE LORDS 

DAY. 

We are likely in the near future to see great developments 
along the lines of united work for the Preservation of the 
Sabbath. We reported last year on the growth of the Sunday 
Observance United Movement. It will be remembered that 
in the previous May a national representative meeting of 
leading men of every school of thought was held at Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, under the presidency of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. At that meeting it was resolved that a week 
should be set aside for a national mission for the purpose 
of awakening the country to the danger threatening the whole 
nation through the increasing secularism of Sunday. This 
week's mission was held in March, 1907. The Joint Com- 
mittee of the National Sunday Observance Movement issued 
a report, from which we abstract the following : — 

" With the beginning of the New Year came the delivery of 

the historic * Message to the Nation ' on the 

-* # 1 « f Observance of Sunday, signed by the Arch- 

&miidttee. ^^^^^P ^^ Canterbury, the Archbishop of 

Westminster, and the President of the Free 

Church Council. The result was remarkable. 

The whole country at once returned answer, earnest and 

grateful ; and both the London and provincial Press were 

filled with leading articles or long notices, commenting with 

much approval not only upon the message itself, but upon 

the example set by the three great leaders of religious thought 
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in thus uniting for this high, purpose and all important 
work. 

In the Anglican Church the Archbishops and Bishops 
warmly -supported the movement, and recommended it to 
the clergy generally — a special pronouncement was made from 
the altars of the Boman Catholic Churches — ^while the Free 
Churches circularised over a thousand of their centres in 
support of the movement. The following words are quoted 
from this circular letter : * It is felt that whatever differences 
of opinion there may be on other topics, the Church of Christ 
can speak with one voice regarding the observance of the Lord's 
Day. It is to be hoped that there may be a readiness on the 
part of Free Churchmen to join hands with any other Christians 
willing to help in the movement.' 

As the result of this circular a large number of Councils in 
all parts of England and Wales took action in connection with 
the Sunday Observance Mission. Thus the obligations and 
privileges of the Lord's Day, both of public worship and rest, 
were advocated in nearly every church in the land. 

It is of deep interest to record that in response to that 
message memorials were sent to the ofiBce of the Central 
Executive from various sections of the community, upon whom 
the disregard and encroaching industrialisation of Sunday are 
already pressing heavily ; and great activity is being shown in 
numerous parts of the country on the pressing question of 
the closing of shops and general -suspension of business on 
Sunday. 

The Central Committee also memorialised 560 lord mayors, 
provosts, and mayors, requesting their worships to convene 
public meetings on this important national subject. 

It is gratifying to find that great railway companies are 
beginning to stop their Sunday goods traffic, their Sunday 
excursion trains, and Sunday steamers." 



A further development took place on November 13th, when 
the historic Jerusalem Chamber, Westminster 
Free Churchmen Abbey, was used for a joint meeting, attended 
atWeBtmlBster by representatives of some forty societies of all 
Abbey. shades of opinion and religious thought. Several 
representatives of the National Free Church 
Council were present. The Rev. Thomas Law reported to 
this meeting on what the Free Church Councils and Federa- 
tions had done for the preservation of the Lord's Day. The 
following resolution, moved by Rev. J. Scott Lidgett, M.A., 
and seconded by the Bishop of Croydon, was unanimously 
passed : — 
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*' That this Conference, while recording its thankfulness to Almighty God for 
the increasing popular recognition of the necessity for maintaining the due 
observance of the Lord's Day, as essential to the religious welfare and the social 
prosperity of every Christian nation, is of opinion that the prevalent tendency 
to disregard its sacred privileges and obligations still constitutes a national peril 
of the gravest character, and calls for continued and united action throughout 
the country ; and therefore — 

The Conference strongly recommends that a National ' Federation,' * Union,' 
* Advisory Board,' or * Alliance ' should be formed for Great Britain, for the 
purpose of strengthening the existing Lord's Day Societies, co-ordinating their 
efforts, and taking such action as may from time to time be found desirable and 
practicable, in order to promote the better national observance of the Christian 
Sunday; and, with this view, the Conference requests that a Committee be 
formed, representing all such societies and religious bodies as may be willing to 
co-operate in creating a national ' Lord's Day Alliance ' or * Sunday Observance 
Union,' similar in constitution to the * Lord's Day Alliance of Canada,' the 
' American Sabbath Union,' the French * Association pour la Sanctification du 
Dimanche,' and other kindred organisations already successfully established 
in various Christian countries of the world. 

The Conference further requests that the Secretaries of the Central Executive 
of the ' Sunday National Observance Movement ' should take practical steps to 
carry this resolution into effect." 



Much good work has been done by our local Councils in the 
direction of insuring the preservation of the 
Sabbath. Numerous Conferences have been 

locaf CouttcilB. ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ P^^*® ^^ ^^® ^^^^> ^* which the 
subject of Sabbath Observance has been dis- 
cussed. Resolutions such as the following have 

been passed at these meetings : — 



** That the Free Church Council views with grave anxiety the growing 

tendency to secularise the Lord's Day. Li the interests of the physical, moral, 
and religious well-being of the nation the Council would urge all its members to 
strive to keep the Lord's Day free from the intrusion of mere pleasure and all 
week-day toil, and so far as their influence extends, endeavour to secure its 
observance in a manner becoming its sacred character." 



Many Councils have found it necessary to protest against the 
running of excursion trains on Sunday, and in some cases 
their protest has been effectual. In other cases it has been 
found necessary for protests to be sent to public bodies against 
the desecration of the Sabbath by golf and other games. In 
this way much has been done not only to influence public 
opinion, but to produce action where possible. 
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FREE CHURCHES AND PUBLIC 
INSTITUTIONS. 

Now that our Movement has become firmly established in all 
parts of the country, we frequently find Free Church Councils 
and Federations recognised by official bodies when provision 
has to be made for religious services in public institutions. 
For years past the conducting of Free Church services in 
workhouses, &c., has been a feature of our work, and this 
department is steadily growing. 

At many places a joint arrangement has been made with the 

Established Church so that the duties of minis- 

WorUii|with tering at public institutions are divided. At 

Chorcm of SOUTHPORT, for instance, Ministers of the Free 

England. Church Council take services at the Infirmary on 

alternate Sundays with the Vicar and the Curate 

of the parish in which the Infirmary stands. 

The LbicbstBR and District Council maintains Free Church 
Chaplains at Poor Law Infirmary, Union Work- 
house, Poor Law Cottage Homes, Countesthorpe, 
Leicester. Borough Asylum, and Leicester Infirmary. 
Services are conducted weekly on Sunday 
evenings, and in the winter on Tuesday 
evenings, at Poor Law Infirmary, and on alternate Sunday 
afternoons at Countesthorpe Cottage Homes, weekly dinner- 
hour services at Groby Granite Quarries. 

The Birmingham Council has continued to provide Sunday 
services for the inmates of Marston Green Homes, 
Erdington Cottage Homes, and the Aston Union 
Birmingham. Workhouse. The Aston Guardians have con- 
sented to the appointment by the Council of 
Free Church Visitors to Nonconformist patients 
in the Infirmary, and to the holding of a quarterly Com- 
munion service for Free Church inmates of the Workhouse. 
Negotations are now proceeding with a view to the Council 
providing a religious service, sacred concert, or lecture, at the 
Workhouse, fortnightly or monthly, on a week eveniug. 

The rights of Free Churchmen in this matter are not always 
recognised, and sometimes strong action is necessary on the 
part of Free Church Councils. The Nbwcastlb-ON-Tynb 
Council has been engaged in a long struggle over the question 
of Free Church services in the Royal Victoria Infirmary. 
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This Infirmary is one of the largest and most complete insti- 
tutions of its character in this country, and was opened recently 
by His Majesty the King. Its total cost is 
about £310,000. £200,000 of that sum has 
New^^e-on- y^^^,^ contributed by two gentlemen, and the 
remainder has been given by the public gener- 
ally. All went well till one day the House Com- 
mittee decided to have the chapel, which had been built out of 
public funds, consecrated, with the express purpose of con- 
fining the use of it to the Episcopalians, to the entire exclusion 
of all Free Churchmen. Prior to its consecration the Free 
Church Council had made an application for facilities for 
worship in the building. When the application was made it 
was understood that the chapel had been built out of private 
subscriptions ; this afterwards turned out to be incorrect. As 
soon as this became known the Free Church Council sent in an 
amended application, requesting "equal facilities to hold 
services in the chapel," and stating that the previous application 
had been made under a misapprehension of the facts. This 
application was received by the House Committee on Septem- 
ber 11, 1906. The next day, September 12th, the House 
Committee signed a petition requesting the late bishop to 
consecrate the chapel, and the ceremony took place on Septem- 
ber 19th, just about seven days after the House Committee had 
received the request of the Free Church Council for equal 
facilities with Episcopalians in the use of the chapel. The 
action of the House Committee caused considerable feeling, not 
only in Free Church circles but throughout the whole district. 
The Free Church Council determined to take strong action, 
and application for equal facilities was renewed. The House 
Committee sought legal opinion, and were advised that the 
chapel could not be used otherwise than for the purpose of the 
Church of England. Thereupon the Free Church Council 
placed the matter before Mr. Atherley Jones, K.C., M.P. He 
advised the Council that the action of the Committee and 
Governors in building a chapel and consecrating it to the use 
of the Anglican Church was illegal. Meanwhile, protests 
against the action of the House Committee had been coming in 
from all kinds of public bodies that subscribed to the support 
of the institution. 

The result of the agitation was the summoning of a meeting 
of the Governors of the Infirmary, who expressed their dis- 
approval of the action of the House Committee and called 
upon them to give equal facilities to Free Churchmen to 
hold services in the chapel. Whereupon the House Com- 
mittee threatened to resign. The question is not yet settled, 
and developments will be awaited with interest. The Free 
Church Council engaged early in the year the Rev. G. Winton 
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Wilson as Free Church Chaplain, and he conducts services and 
does other spiritual work at the Infirmary, Asylum, Workhouse, 
and other public institutions. 

Many other of our Councils and Federations are doing 
valuable work by the appointment and main- 
Bradford tenance of Free Church Chaplains. Bradford 
and and District Federation maintains a Chaplain 

Halifax. at Menstone Asylum. The Rev. T. Hamer, of 
Ilkley, was appointed to this work in January, 
1899. The Bradford Council appoints a voluntary Chaplain 
to the Bradford Infirmary. The Council also supports, at the 
cost of £100 per annum, a Free Church Chaplain to the Work- 
house Infirmary. His work is being increasingly valued and 
highly spoken of, and he has been placed in every way on an 
equal footing with the Anglican Chaplain. The HALIFAX 
Council engages a Workhouse Chaplain, who visits the 
Workhouse and Hospital every week. 

In several cases official bodies have themselves appointed 
and maintained Free Church Chaplains. We 
are able to chronicle the appointment during 
iMtelS*: the past year of the Rev. J. W. Betts as Free 
Church instructor to the ISLINGTON Workhouse. 
The Chesterfield Workhouse Authorities have 
just appointed the Rev. C. A. Inglis, Baptist Minister, as paid 
religious instructor. This is the first time that such an appoint- 
ment has been made there, and it is due to the action of the 
Free Church Council. 

Frequently we are asked to advise as to the legality of the 
appointment of Free Church religious instruc- 
tors. In view of this it is interesting to note 
fMUa^ent *^** ^^ ^"^^^ ^2, 1907, the President of the 
Local Government Board was asked a question 
on the subject in Parliament. The following 
are the question and the reply : — 

*' Mr. Montgomery to ask the President of the Local Government Board 
whether he is aware that to some Workhouses Boards of Guardians have 
appointed paid Anglican Chaplains, to others paid Nonconformist Chaplains ; 
and whether Workhouse Chaplains must be paid, and from what denominations 
paid, or, if allowed, unpaid Chaplains must be selected. 

Mr. John Burns replied : A person holding the office of Chaplain to a Work- 
house must be a clergyman of the Church of England, and he usually receives a 
salary ; but in some instances this is not the case. It is also competent for tiie 
Gtuurdians, if the circumstances render it expedient, to appoint and pay a 
religious instructor of any denomination, for we purpose of giving religious 
assistance and instruction to the inmates. No inmate, however, can be 
required to attend any service which may be celebrated in a mode contraiy to 
lu8 religious principles.'' 
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This is quite sufficient to show that local bodies are perfecitly 
in order in appointing Free Church instructors. 
Indeed, several public bodies have been main- 
AppointmentB. ^i'^iiig religious instructors for many years past. 
The Rev. Isaac Hartill, Ph.D., until recently Secre- 
tary of the Marylebonb Free Church Council, 
is Nonconformist Chaplain to two of the largest Metropolitan 
Unions, viz., Marylebone and St. George's, Hanover Square, W. 
The salary at St. George's Union is £100, with superannuation, 
and at Marylebone £50, also with superannuation. The London 
County Council has appointed Nonconformist Ministers to Clay- 
bury Asylum, Hanwell Asylum, Horton Asylum, and to the 
Epileptic Colony at Ewell. The Rev. H. Bradford is at Clay- 
bury, Rev. Alexander Henderson at Hanwell, whilst Rev. 
Joseph Woodhouse acts at the two latter institutions. 



FREE CHURCH PRINCIPLES. 

Every Church and cause has at some time to complain of 
declensions, and it is the duty of every Church to examine the 
reasons, not only why people do not come, but why they leave. 
If the causes of the losses from Nonconformity were studied, it 
would often be found that one cause is the lack of an intelligent 
grasp of Free Church History and Principles on the part of our 
members. Too often our young people especially are lacking 
in the knowledge of what we stand for. From the outset it has 
been recognised as one of the primary duties of Free Church 
Councils to instruct the members of our Churches in the know- 
ledge of their faith and the history of their order. This is 
being done by our Councils in a variety of ways. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

Many of our Federations and Councils arrange for examina- 
tions in Free Church History and Principles. 
For instance, the ESSEX Federation reports that 
Essex. its scheme for the better instruction of young 
people in Free Church Principles and History 
•has been well supported. The text-book was 
Rev. C. Silvester Home's " Nonconformity in the Nineteenth 
Century." Classes were held and prizes awarded by a 
number of the Councils. The three best papers were sent 
from each Council to the Federation examiners. The Secre- 
tary, Rev. S. Hamill Wilkinson, reports that the scheme 
aroused a good deal of interest and enthusiasm. The text- 



FREE CHURCH PRINCIPLES, 193 

book for this year is Dr. John Brown's "Commonwealth 
England." 

The Hampshibe Federation again arranged for examina- 
tions in the study of Free Church History and 
g^^jj^-^j^^ Principles, Rev. C. Silvester Horne's " Popular 
^^^^^ History of the Free Churches " being again the 
text-book. The examiner was the Rev. A. J. 
Grieve, M.A., B.D. 

It might be mentioned that the National Free Church 
Council has issued a series of volumes, "Eras of Noncon- 
foraaity," which are specially suitable for text-books for 
examinations. A full list of these will be sent on application 
to the Publication Department, Memorial Hall, London, E.C. 

LECTURES. 

Many of our Federations and Councils arrange courses of 
lectures in Free Church History and Principles. 
The West Midland Federation recently ascer- 
West Midlftnd. tained what brethren would serve the Federation 
as honorary lecturers. A number of lecturers 
were secured who were prepared to give lec- 
tures on such subjects as the following : " Free Church 
Principles and Practices," " Certain Finger Posts in Noncon- 
formist History," " The Struggle for a National System of 
Education," " Spiritual Basis of Nonconformity," " The Free 
Churches :i Are They Apostolic ? " " The Puritans and After," 
"Oliver Cromwell: The Man and His Mission," "Education 
in England : A Review and a Protest," " John Penry, the 
Welsh Nonconformist Martyr," " Terminological Inexacti- 
tudes," " The Uncrowned King of Scotland," " Gladstone : 
His Character and Ideals," and " Free Church Principles and 
Ideals." 

The Swindon and District Young Free Churchmen's 

League has organised a series of monthly 

lectures to be delivered during the winter 

Svindon. months. These lectures were delivered free at 

various institutions in connection with the 

Churches, joint Bible Classes, Guilds, Christian 

Endeavours, or ordinary week-evening services, at whichever 

the largest audience could be reached. The series comprised 

fourteen lectures by as many lecturers, and dealt with Free 

Qhurch historjr from " The Early Christian Church in Relation 
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to Rome and St. Peter" right down to " Wesley and Whitfield," 
" Priesthood and the Ministry," and " Nonconformity and the 
Sacraments." 



The Chorlby Council prepared a list of speakers and topics 
for the Bible Classes in their area. The papers 
were intended to be within a half -hour's dura- 
Chorley. tion, so as to give as much time as possible for 
questions and discussion. The following sub- 
jects were dealt with : " The New Testament 
Conception of a Christian Church," "Beginning of Church 
and State Connection," " Reformation Period," " Free Church 
Life under the Stuarts," " Free Churches in the Nineteenth 
Century," and ** Present Demands of the Free Churches." 



Another method of inculcating Free Church principles has 

been the visitation of the Secretary of the Free 

Church Federation or 'Council. This has been 

Yisitation. done by the Secretary of the HAMPSHIRE 

Federation, Rev. W. Vincett Cook, who gave 

addresses at nearly sixty meetings during the 

year. At these meetings lantern lectures were given on " The 

Reformation of England," " The Men of the Mayflower^'' and 

" John Bunyan " ; also addresses on " Free Church Principles ; 

or. Why we are what we are," "Free Church Council Work ; or, 

Our Principles in Operation," "All about those Old Puritans, 

and What about the New .^ " and " Oliver Cromwell : His 

Genius, Grit, and Grace." Mr. Cook, as Secretary of the 

Southampton Council, has visited a number of Young 

People's Societies in Southampton, where he delivered his 

addresses. The SWANSEA and District Council arranged 

for every Church in its area to be visited by representatives 

of the Council, who would speak on the " Claims of the Free 

Church Council and the Principles of Nonconformity." 



A somewhat different method was followed by the STAF- 
FORD Council. In November the experiment 
was tried of holding a rally of young men and 
RaSy? women of all the Free Churches connected with 
the town. Lists of young people were supplied 
to the different Churches, and a card of personal 
invitation was sent to every one, close upon one thousand cards 
being issued in this way. The result was a large and enthu- 
siastic gathering, which listened with delight and profit to a 
splendid exposition of the Free Church position. 



IVORJC IN THE VILLAGES. 195 



WORK IN THE VILLAGES. 

It is most encouraging to be able to report that our Councils 
show increasing tendency to devote their attention to village 
work. F(5r years past the importance of helping village causes 
has been emphasised. Nonconformity is at its weakest in the 
villages. Under the prevailing conditions the towns are con- 
tinually draining the rural parts of their best workers, and too 
often the squire and parson influence dominates everything. 
A sample of the difficulties under which the work is carried 
on is supplied by a report from one of our village Councils. 
This Council (in Lancashire) covers four parishes 

A IVnieAl ^^ considerable area. There is only one resident 
Vm^e. minister in this large district, and he is the second 
man in a scattered Primitive Methodist circuit, 
^nd there is not a single Nonconformist Justice of 
the Peace. The Secretary reports that they have a continuous and 
uphill struggle to maintain their rights as citizens. On several 
occasions when Free Churchmen have been selected as candi- 
dates for public offices, they have had to fight against the 
combined forces of Anglicanism and Roman Catholicism, both 
of which are strong in the district. 

It will be understood that in the villages the struggle for 
justice in educational and other matters is a keen one, and the 
remark of one Secretary is endorsed all over the country : 
" We feel helped in these small and scattered places by being 
linked to the Free Church brotherhood." 

Various methods are adopted by our Councils to keep in 

touch with the villages. In many parts the area of a town 

Council's' operations have been extended so as to include the 

villages around. Useful exchanges are then arranged between 

the town and village Churches with mutual benefit. 

Another method is by visitation. The Warminster Council 

has suggested a scheme for District Federations 

to prepare a list of suitable ministers and laymen 

Yisitation. who will give a few dates for village visitation. 

This visitation is to be twofold. (1) Cases where 

a special mission is desired, one or more go to 

that place for eight or ten days. (2) Where this is not possible 

the arrangements to be made for a few days' visitation, the 

visitors helping the different Churches and taking part in the 

ordinary services. Much good work can be done on these 

lines. The CIRENCESTER Council has such a scheme of winter 

visitation. They appoint a chairman and two speakers to visit 

each village Church, and a special subject is chosen by the 

Committee. A plan has been issued for winter visitation for 
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this season, the subject being ^^ Spiritual Prosperity, (a) in the 
Individaal, (6) in the Church." This visitation, which started 
in October and goes on until the middle of March, is pro- 
ceeding well. 

Tillage work occupies a large share of the attention of the 
St. Albans and District Council. The Secre- 
tary reports : " The whole arrangements aore 
St. Ubans. systematically carried out. First of all a meet- 
ing of Open-air workers and friends is held 
during May, and this meeting appoints a Com- 
mittee which, together with one delegate from each Church in 
St. Albans, makes the arrangements for the summer's work. 
A plan is drawn up and distributed among friends and 
workers, and the meetings are also announced from the 
pulpits of the Churches in St. Albans. Handbills are also 
distributed in the villages where the meetings are to be held. 
Any and all are encouraged to help. We generally try to hold 
about twenty meetings, but the summer of 1907 was not very 
kind to us and several meetings had to be abandoned. Several 
of the villages visited gave us a very hearty welcome, and we, 
in return, did what we could to encourage and help them to 
keep the flag flying in the outposts of our Master's empire. In 
the winter Open-air Meetings are not possible, but missions are 
held in villages where suitable accommodation can be found, 
and four or five such missions are held during the winter. 
A week is generally devoted to each village, but Prayer 
Meetings are held during the week previous to the mission. 
For an hour or so before the start of the service a band of 
workers canvasses the village, distributing tracts and other 
literature, and by this means many are brought to God's house 
who would not otherwise have come. The meetings are of 
about an hour's duration, and are simple Gospel services made 
as bright as possible, with a ten minutes' Prayer Meeting at the 
end. These missions not only help the village causes, but 
many souls have been led to Christ, and the workers generally 
have themselves been blessed." 

The usefulness of our Council organisation is illustrated by 

the case of Great Chbvbrbll. This little 

B i tf Wiltshire village has had a single Noncon- 

C^peL^ formist Chapel — Baptist — for some seventy 

years. The founder had only a life interest 

in the premises, and at his death the property 

passed to the lord of the manor, who let the building at £2 a 

year to the Bratton Baptists, who have carried on the Great 

Cheverell Chapel as a mission station. Last May the Chapel, 

^long with other village property of the owner, was put up for 
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sale by auction. Its market value was judged to be about £40, 
and the Bratton Baptist Church authorised one of its deacons 
to bid for the property up to £80. He actually bid up to £95, 
the only other bidder being the Rector of Great Cheverell. The 
Rector bid up to £100, and so secured the building. When 
asked by the Baptists if he would continue to let the Chapel to 
them at the old rent, he replied that he wanted it for a parish 
room. At the same sale, it should be said, two adjoining 
cottages with gardens, which might readily have been con- 
verted into a parish room, went for £40. The Rector might, at 
less expense, have secured his reading-room without disturbing 
his Nonconformist neighbours. Ultimately he put a rent on 
the Chapel sufficient, as he estimated, to pay interest on his 
capital, but the Baptists considered this exorbitant. They 
decided, therefore, to build a new chapel. A site was given by 
one of the deacons, £100 was subscribed by the people of 
Bratton, the Associated Baptist Churches of the county helped, 
and after a public appeal by the TROWBRIDGE Free Church 
Council about £450 was raised. A new and vastly improved 
Chapel with schoolroom has been built, and it is now opened 
free of debt. 

The BjlTH Council has shown considerable activity in 

village work. A Bicycle Brigade has been started 

for holding Open-air Services in the villages. 

Bath. Arrangements are made for the Annual Summer 

Demonstration of the Council to be held each 

year in a village, the speaker last year being the 

Rev. P. B. Meyer. Another feature of this Council's mission 

work is a Tent Mission in one of the villages, which resulted 

in a permanent Mission being started. 

A usef nl work among the villages has been accomplished 

by the Rev. Jesse Mayo with the National 

National Council's Mission Van. To many dwellers in 

Connoil's the remote villages and hamlets of our country 

HiBsion Yan. i\^q Mission Van is the only evidence of the 

National Free Church Council. The missioner 

is the only representative to whom they are able to listen. 

This shows the importance of the work. During the summer 

months of the past year the van was at work in various parts. 

Wherever possible, arrangements have been made for inside 

meetings, the effort being always a united one on the part of 

the Free Churches represented in the district; but the car 

supplies the place of many of the resources which are possessed 

only by town and city congregations. The car is placed in 

the most prominent position available, and — besides affording 

sleeping accommodation (when necessary) as well as storage 
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for harmonium, books, &c. — at once attracts the attention of 
passers-by. 

Experience has shown that a great opportunity is afforded 
in the country districts for a forward movement along these 
lines. Very many in the villages and country towns are ready 
for the Gospel message when simply presented. In not a few 
instances another result has been the drawing closer together 
of small companies of those who, though having a common 
faith, are separated by denominational distinctions. 

Besides being an adjunct to services in school or chapel, 
where these are convenient, the car is often the centre of all 
that can be done. From its very nature, this work is almost 
entirely dependent on outside financial support. The people 
are often both poor and few in number, yet it is an effort 
in which the Church of Christ is surely called to exert itself 
effectively and persistently. The reports from the Federations 
visited by Mr. Mayo are very encouraging. The van was 
located for three months with the EASTERN 
Division of South Wales and Monmouth- 
Repopte. SHIRE Federation, and made a tour of the towns 
and villages in the western valleys of Monmouth- 
shire. The Secretary reports : " Though the 
weather was most unpropitious for Open-air work, a good 
number attended the meetings who are not in the habit of 
attending places of worship, and much good was done. Mr. 
Mayo's splendid services in this work were much appreciated 
by the Councils visited." 

At one of the centres visited the vicar of the parish attended 
several of the meetings, and the curate also attended and asked 
that he might add a few words at the close of Mr. Mayo's 
address. Other reports speak of the spiritual results of the 
visits of the van. 

Nowhere is financial help more needed than in the villages. 
It seems almost impossible for many village 
causes to be sustained without outside financial 

Financial Help, assistance. One of our Councils suggests the 
creation of a Village Fund to open up Churches 
in villages where there is no Nonconformist 

cause and where village chapels have been closed. 

A new development of Free Church Council work in the 
villages is in the direction of United Causes. 
There are many small villages the population 

United Causes, of which is not sufficient to sustain more than 
one Free Church cause. Much harm has some- 
times been done to village Nonconformity by 

overlapping and the duplication of Churches. There is an 
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increasing tendency to avoid this by the erection of united 
Free Church halls. Several Churches of this description have 
recently been erected in small villages, and in several instances 
a clause has been inserted in the Trust Deeds whereby it is 
provided that in the case of any dispute arising as to the 
distribution of the property the National Free Church Council 
is appointed to arbitrate between the parties. This has been 
done at the Garden City (Letchworth), Kirkby Muxloe, Desf ord, 
and Thurnby. These last three are small villages in Leicester- 
shire. There should be a possibility of great good along these 
lines. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK. 

It seems impossible to confine the operations of our Move- 
ment Where a need exists in a particular locality, there the 
Free Church Council seems bound to be called upon to supply 
it. Several of our Councils have had to face the question of 
Sunday School work. In some cases where no Sunday School 
Union has existed the Council has taken steps to form one. 
This has been run either as a separate organisation or as a 
branch of the Council's work. In other cases a Sunday School 
Committee has been formed. 

The Stalybridgb Council, for instance, reports : " One of 

the most successful and pleasing ventures is the 

Sunday School Committee. This is doing 

Stalybridge. steady, telling, and most acceptable service. 

Its Held of work seems to enlarge, and fresh 

paths open up from time to time as we consider 

how best to serve the Schools. Monthly meetings have been 

held, and the Committee is a vigorous and valuable auxiliary. 

The primary department has claimed much of our attention, 

and we hope soon to see it firmly established in our 

Schools." 

Even where no direct organisation has been created it has 

often come within the operations of the Council 

to help Sunday School teachers. The Maccles- 

Hacolesfield. FIELD Council, for instance, reports a new 

venture in the shape of a series of six lectures to 

Sunday School teachers on " Some Principles of 

Education, with special reference to the Sunday School." 

These were delivered by Mr. H. Thistleton Mark, M.A., B.Sc., 

of Victoria University, Manchester. The Secretary reports : 
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" The effect of these lectures in stimtdating interest among 
our teachers has been extraordinary. The charge of admission 
to the whole course was only Is., or 3d. for each separate lecture. 
We sent a number of tickets, on sale or return, to the Superin- 
tendent or Secretary of each Sunday School within a radius of 
five miles, together with a covering letter. We also paid 
personal visits to as many schools as possible to excite and 
enlist sympathy and help. A printed syllabus was provided 
by the University at a cheap rate. These we sold at one penny 
each. In our case the lectures were not quite self-supporting, 
but we consider that the mental and spiritual results far out- 
weigh the small financial deficiency. A Free Church Council 
cannot take up more productive work than this." 

Often co-operation with the local Sunday School Union has 

produced good results. For instance, the 

Islington Free Church Council has been 

iBllngton. giving serious consideration to the problem of 

the leakage in the Sunday' School, and, acting 

in co-operation with the Islington and North 

Middlesex Sunday School Union, they made an effort to stem 

this leakage. They felt that it is in part due to the fact that 

sufficient efforts are not always made to impress upon young 

people the necessity of deciding definitely for Christ and of 

connecting themselves with the Church by open profession of 

faith. They accordingly arranged a meeting of young people, 

to which were invited all senior scholars above the age of 15, 

all members of Bible Classes, and all young people who 

required such guidance and stimulus. The definite objects of 

the meeting were to invite them to give their hearts and lives 

unreservedly to the Saviour, and to impress upon them the 

necessity of bearing testimony to their faith by becoming 

members of a Christian Church. This meeting was held at 

the Park Presbyterian Church, Highbury, and was addressed 

by Rev. Harry Bisseker, M.A. This method might well be 

copied by other Councils. 



ANGLICAN CO-OPERATION. 

It is always with genuine regret that we record action neces- 
sitated by differences of opinion between the Anglican com- 
munion and ourselves, and it is a corresponding pleasure to 
observe signs of a greater willingness to co-operate between 
branches of Christ's Kingdom. Underlying our differences 
there is a genuine desire for that true unity which should mark 
the followers of the Prince of Peace. We report in another 
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section on the work that has been accomplished in the direc- 
tion of the Preservation of the Sabbath. One or two other 
instances of the spirit of goodwill may be recorded. 

For instance, in order to show their sympathy with the 
Revival Services initiated by the Bishop of 
Worcester, the Dudley Council sent the Bishop 

WopceBter. a cordial letter wishing the Mission a success. 
The Bishop sent a gracious reply, from which 
we abstract the following : — 

** I very earnestly echo your wish that God, in His good time, may unite ns. 
My belief is that, if not in my own day, yet ere long, this will be achieved, 
but the method must be the pursuance of all that makes for honesty in 
belief, mutual respect for adverse opinion, charity, and justice, and your 
courtesy tends that way. 

To me it seems historically clear that we cannot come together by 
attempting to show that we all think alike, or that our doctrines are 
indifferent; such a mental attitude is obviously absurd. But much may 
be done by the more honest course of admitting that divergent views may 
be held honourably, and that it is better for the cause of God to foster 
conviction than to try to smooth down earnestness into those cold levels 
where no one cares enough about the mystery of salvation, or even of life 
itself, to differ. 

If only we could learn to live and let live on such terms, what splendid 
work might be done by those who call on the Name of the Lord Jesus, and 
believe that His is the only power which can lift men near to God ! And how 
baffling to the forces of evil would be the loss of Satan's cleverest agency — I 
mean the inflaming of evil passion between Christians ! " 

The Free Church Federation at Manchester has often 
found itself regretfully obliged to range itself 
in opposition to the Bishop of Manchester, but 
HancheBter. it is a pleasure to be able to record the starting 
of a co-operative effort which should lead to 
much good. The Diocesan Home Mission 
Society and the Free Church Federation, at the initiation 
of the Bishop, have met several times in Conference to see 
if arrangements could be made for conducting Open-air Ser- 
vices on the summer Sundays in the public parks of Man- 
chester and Salford by Anglicans and Nonconformists during 
alternative months. The most amicable and harmonious spirit 
prevailed throughout, and finally, on January 31, 1908, a 
United Deputation met the Parks Committee and the Cor- 
poration and laid the case before it, requesting permission 
to make use of the parks for the purpose indicated. The 
Bishop spoke for his party and Mr. John Broxap (in the 
absence of the President) for the Federation. Permission 
was at once granted, and the General Committee is now 
busy with the necessary preparations. 

It is our earnest hope that such co-operative efforts may be 
more and more a feature of our work in the future. 
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UNITED ACTION. 

We have shown in previous sections of this Report the benefits 
that have accrued to the Churches by united effort. There 
seems to be scarcely a department of work in which special 
results are not achieved by a union of forces, and every year 
sees a quiet consolidation of the work of union. Some of the 
results of Free Church Council work can be reported, but many 
cannot. A single achievement brought about by a union 
between the Free Churches is noted and recorded, but often- 
times the best work of a Free Church Council is simply the 
bringing together of members of different congregations, the 
closer intercourse between ministers, and the creation of an 
atmosphere of social unity. In many cases the bitterness of 
denominational rivalry has become impossible. We hear far 
less at the present time of overlapping, and the number of 
cases where Councils and Federations have to be called in to 
settle disputes on this score seems to be lessening every year. 
This all goes to show that where there is greater knowledge 
there is greater harmony, and the causes of friction are fast 
being removed. Our Councils as a whole recognise that it is a 
primary duty for their members to become acquainted With one 
another, and various means are taken from time to time to 
interest the Churches more and more in the Council's objects 
and work. 



The growing spirit of unity shows itself in a variety of ways. 
Practically all the Councils arrange for ex- 
changes of pulpits. With some Councils this 

^PuSite.^ takes place regularly once or twice a year, and in 
other places it is more varied. 

Many occasions are peculiarly adapted for United Services, 

and among a number of the Councils the 

Churches unite every year on Good Friday, 

Services. Christmas Day, and for Watch Night Services, 

&c. A large number of the Councils also unite 

during the first week of the New Year for prayer 

and the cultivation of the spirit of union and devotion. In some 

cases United Services are held more frequently. For instance, 

the Brentwood Council arranges a series of quarterly united 

Wednesday evening services, which are largely attended. The 

Bath Council holds a weekly week-night service, conducted 

by the ministers in turn. The STAFFORD Council has 

arranged for a monthly united week-night service. The 

different Churches are visited in rotation and one of the 
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visiting ministers conducts the service. " Considerable interest 
is being evinced in this arrangement, which," says the Secretary, 
" is a very remarkable yet very effective way of promoting the 
spiritual fellowship of the Churches." Another simple arrange- 
ment adopted by the same Council is the Travelling Diary. 
With a view to preventing the clashing of engagements in the 
town, a circulating diary has been devised which is continually 
" on tour," the correspondent of each Church booking up any 
fresh engagements of which he is cognisant, and initialling the 
entries of the other Churches — ^and then passing it on to the 
next man. 



Several of our Councils have found it desirable to send a 
deputation of its members to the various 
Churches in its area. For instance, the Car- 
cKuwSegl ^^^^ Council arranged for a deputation, con- 
sisting of a minister and a layman, to visit the 
associated Churches at the close of a Sunday 
evening service previously fixed. The aim of the deputation 
was to quicken and enlarge the interest of the Churches in the 
work of the Council. The Secretary reports : " The result has 
been productive of much good. The impression carried away 
from all the meetings was that such a work is likely in the 
future to be one of the most powerful agencies for good to the 
Free Churches of Cardiff." 



Useful work is often done through the agency of the Council 
in getting Churches to abandon their ordinary 
services when there is some special feature in 
United Events, connection with a neighbouring Church. For 
instance, the Calnb Council arranges for Sun- 
day Schools to close in the afternoon and visit 
the school celebrating its Anniversary. It has also been success- 
ful in arranging to hold the Sunday School excursions on the 
same day of the year. DovBRBECK Valley (Notts) Council 
has been successful in closing two Churches when there is a 
special effort at the neighbouring cause, and thus ensuring one 
good congregation for the special service. As illustrating the 
power of union it might be mentioned that with this Council 
the one great event of the year has been the building of a new 
Primitive Methodist Church at Calverton. A Free Methodist 
laid one foundation stone, a Wesleyan another, a Baptist 
opened the building, a clergyman lent the National Schools for 
the evening — which is said to be a very unusual thing in that 
neighbourhood — and the crockery for the social meeting. The 
new Church has been placed in easy circumstances, more than 
half the cost having been raised. 
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THE 

GIRLS' 

GUILD. 

The report of the Girls' Guild for 1907 would make an interest- 
ing volume by itself, but space only allows of a brief summary 
of this important department of our work. It is impossible 
to set forth all that the Guild has meant to its members and 
helpers, and by the very nature of the work much quiet 
and helpful service has been going on which can only be 
recorded in the lives of those who have come under the 
influence of the Guild. 

The social and intellectual needs of the girls have not been 
neglected, but first regard has always been had 
to the formation of character. It is very 

Spiritual Work, encouraging to record at the outset that many 
of the girls have during the past year made a 
definite surrender of themselves to Jesus Christ. 

We are able to report, too, an increase of devotional meetings 

and Bible-classes. 

One of the features which is bound to interest those who 
have gone through the reports of the local 
Guilds is the elasticity in the Guilds' methods 
Woii. ^^^ management. No attempt is made to pre- 
scribe one set formula for all circumstances and 
cases, but every effort is made to attract, interest, 
and inspire the tired and discouraged girl. All that would 
tend to dishearten or repel has been studiously avoided, and 
whilst classes are a feature of the work in almost all the Guilds, 
often even more beneficial results have been obtained by the 
social life of the Guild home. As illustrating the extent and 
variety of the work of our local Guilds, we need instance only 
one case, that of Lbicbstbr. At this Guild there are classes 
for needlework (plain and fancy), blouse-making, musical drill, 
and singing. One lady has giv^n a series of interesting talks 
on " Old Leicester," whilst another has lectured on Nursing. 
An achievement of the year was the purchase of a piano ; the 
funds for this purpose were raised by subscriptions, concert, 
rummage sale, &c. At one time of the year we find this Guild 
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giving a drill display, at other times rambles were made to 
neighbouring places. A Bible-class, White Ribbon Band, &c., 
are other features of this same Guild's working. Similar 
reports might be detailed from a large number of the Guilds. 
Everywhere can be found variety and earnestness, producing 
good results. 



During the past year increasing attention has been paid to 
the transferring of girls from one Guild to 
another. Girls are constantly leaving villages 
Transfer. and small towns for the larger centres of popu- 
lation, and in many cases our members have 
gone to districts where no Guild has been 
established. In cases such as these efforts have been made 
to appoint district correspondents, who are prepared to receive 
the names of such girls and see that they are duly introduced 
to ministers, Sunday School teachers, or other local workers. 
This matter of transfer might well engage the earnest attention 
of the Churches. It is a painful fact that many girls brought 
up in Christian homes and regular attendants at Sunday School 
and Church have, under new conditions and in strange places, 
drifted away from religious influences and into perilous sur- 
roundings. To many of these a Girls' Guild might have meant 
social and spiritual salvation. 



Whilst efforts are constantly being made on the girls' behalf, 

there is a distinct tendency to help the girls by 

ka » teaching them to help themselves. Many of the 

Resp^^illty. G^il^ ^*^® P^* increased responsibility upon 

^ their Guild members. The placing of girl 

members upon Committees has proved most 

satisfactory. The reports written by the girls show bright 

common sense and originality, whilst the method and order 

of their work is frequently commented upon. 



In most of the Guilds arrangements are made for the teach- 
ing of physical culture, together with lectures on 
Hygiene, Nursing, and First Aid. ' The Physical 
Ez(»dHu ^"^^ Classes have been very successful. In 
many of the Guilds the girls have prepared 
their own drill costumes, and have given demon- 
strations of their skill, both for the entertainment and financial 
benefit of their Association. In some places halls are set apart 
for gymnastic and drill exercises. Wherever this is done the 
girls greatly appreciate the privilege. 
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Many hours have been pleasantly passed in such occupations 

as games, crochet, embroidery, drawn thread 

work, chip carving, blouse making, basket 

Ooenpations. making, millinery, &c. Classes have been 

held in such subjects as architecture, drawing, 

Esperanto, botany, Swedish drill, first aid, 

history. Free Church principles, painting, elocution, music, &c. 

Competitions have been held in needlework, cookery, and 

laundry work, &c. 

In all our Guilds these important societies are constantly 

under review, and many of our best workers 

Tempepanee, belong either to the British Women's Tem- 

u^Biiowdrop P^rsiJ^ce Association or the Women's Total 

Bands. Abstinence Union, or similar organisations, and 

our members are encouraged to join one or 

other of these. The Snowdrop Band has made commendable 

progress. 

Unselfishness is a result of the Guild's teaching, and leisure 
hours have been pleasantly employed in work 
for others. Thus our reports furnish details of 
^^ork?^ work done for Home and Foreign Missions, Dr. 
Bamardo's Homes, Indian Fi^nine Fund, &c. ; 
little children are entertained in the summer- 
time, and many articles of clothing have been sent to different 
organisations. 

In all the Guilds the putting aside of some portion of 
members' earnings is encouraged, and Savings 
Banks and Thrift Societies are associated with 
Thrift. many of the Guilds. Many also arrange for the 
setting apart of a small amount each week with 
a view to a summer holiday. 

In some of the Guilds Employment Bureaus have flourished, 
and in all girls have been helped to secure suit- 
able employment. This has been done by 
ifowau. means of introductions arranged by Associate 
members. It is found that Guild members have 
no difiSculty in securing situations through local 
influence. In some places village girls have left for towns, but 
as far as possible work has been found near the home of the 
member. During the year some members of the Guild have 
left for Canada. It is proposed to keep in touch with them by 
means of correspondence. By the kind help of a friend, girls 
wanting situations have been able to advertise free of cost in 
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the Daily News. Through this means one Secretary alone was 
able to get thirty-one girls into situations. 

During the past summer most of the Guilds continued 

meeting as far as possible. In some cases the 

classes were held as usual, in other cases mem- 

wSS' bers meeting for plain and fancy needlework in 

the gardens or homes of Associate members. 

Eambles, picnics, and days by the sea all helped 

to keep members together. In some of the Guilds arrangements 

have been made for the entertainment of London children. 

One of the aims of the Guild has been to establish Permanent 

Homes in all great centres of population. At 

present, Permanent Homes have been estab- 

Hoi^ lished at Bath, Bournemouth, Bristol, Chatham 

and Rochester, Derby, Deptf ord and Greenwich, 

Halifax, Oxford, Reigate, Reading, Sydenham 

and Forest Hill, and Worcester. Reports from these centres 

indicate work of increasing value. 

The Oxford Permanent Home has been opened during the 

past year, under the care of a Resident Superin- 

tendent. Perhaps one of the most successful 

Eztensiong. ^^ *'^® older established Homes is that at 

Bristol. The great feature of the work there 

has been the opening of a new Hall, at the rear 

of the existing Queen Square premises, on January 4th. This 

was erected, on ground already in possession of the Guild, at a 

cost of nearly £300. It is very satisfactory to be able to report 

that the new Hall was opened free of debt. 

The question of finance, of course, is always an important 

one in connection with the Homes, and it is 

a pleasure to be able to record the interest 

iSds ^ the girls themselves have taken in the provision 

of funds. A variety of methods are employed 

to raise the necessary sums for the support of the 

Guilds. At Halifax, for instance, £17 was raised for the 

Guild fund by " At Homes." A Sale also realised £25. 

The National Committee of the Girls' Guild has met con- 
stantly during the year, and has made every 
National Guild effort to develop and extend the work through- 
Committee out the country. An important subject which 
Wo'k. i^as commanded the attention of the Committee 
during the past year has been the question of 
the "Women's Auxiliary.^' For some time past it has been 
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felt that the work of the Guild should be widened to embrace 
every necessary department of women's work in connection 
with the Free Churches, and a scheme has been prepared 
which will be submitted to the National Council by Mrs. 
W. S. Caine. 



Onr grateful acknowledgments are due to Mr. Gteorge Cad- 
bury and a few others who have helped us 
with liberal contributions, but a movement of 
Finance. such importance and practical utility might well 
command the help and sympathy of a far larger 
number. We earnestly appeal for more financial 
support in order to carry on the work at the Central OfiSce. 
Reviewing the work of the past year, it is evident that where- 
ever it has been carefully organised, results have been most 
encouraging, and an earnest appeal is made for funds to enable 
the Committee to develop extension schemes. 

During the year Drawing-room Meetings were held on 
behalf of the Central Office-— one in the home of the generous 
President of the Hampstead Girls' Guild, Mrs. Ridley Bax, and 
one by the kindness of Mrs. Herbert Lewis. 

The Secretary, Mrs. Charlotte Benham, has continued to visit 
Councils and Girls' Guilds, both in London and the provinces. 



THE YOUNG FREE CHURCHMEN'S 
AUXILIARY. 

Some years ago, feeling the need for bringing young pe<^le 
more into the work of the Councils, the National Council 
inaugurated the Young Free Churchmen's Auxiliary. No 
attempt was made to add another to the large number of 
existing organisations for young men, but the idea was simply 
the widening of the doors of Free Church Councils to make 
it easier for young men to be utilised in Free Church work. 

The aim of the Auxiliary is twofold : (1) To enable young 

and enthusiastic Free Churchmen to add their 

fih strength to that of the workers in the local 

AuiUi^! Councils, and (2) at the same time to give the 

Councils an opportunity of training the younger 

men for the positions they will occupy as the 

future workers and leaders of English Nonconformity, 
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Many of our Councils have formed Auxiliaries. For in- 
stance, the Yeovil, Sherborne and District 
Y .. , Council has been running an Auxiliary for 
Uwp^L some time. Special efforts have been made by 
the Auxiliary in the direction of Village Meet- 
ings, which have been very successful. A Sub- 
committee of the Liverpool Council has charge of the work 
of the Auxiliary. A Bible Class is conducted fortnightly by 
Rev. G. E. Cheeseman, and a Social Study Circle by Mr. T. E. 
Ruth. A list of lectures by leading ministers and laymen on 
Free Church History and Principles has been issued, and is 
being freely used by various societies in the Churches. 

The South London Young Free Churchmen's League is 

accomplishing splendid work. It has branches 

throughout South London, and it is hoped 

South London, shortly to extend the operations of the Leagufe 

to North London. Efforts are made by means 

of Classes, Lectures, &c., to inculcate Free 

Church Principles amongst young men. A special mission 

to young men was held during the year, and was productive of 

much good. The League is affiliated with the METROPOLITAN 

Federation. 



ADVICE ON LEGAL QUESTIONS. 

During the past year our Legal Department has continued 
its useful work of advising our friends throughout the country, 
by letter or interview, on legal matters affecting the interests 
of Free Churchmen. The work of the Department is increas- 
ing, but it is still clear that its existence is not so widely known 
as it should be, for from time to time our correspondents seem 
to approach us as a last resort, being doubtful whether they 
have come to the proper quarter for advice. 

The most important subject that has been under consideration 

is the liability of Church property to taxation, 

imperial or local. Questions have been asked 

^^e^ as to the liability of Church authorities for 

income tax and land tax. But the bulk of 

the questions deal with rating. Several local 

authorities appear to have adopted, or threatened to adopt, 

the attitude taken by the Paddington Borough Council in 

rating places of worship, if not exclusively used for religious 

purposes. As the law at present stands the definition of 

15 
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religious purposes is very narrow, and does not extend to 
many uses which are found necessary, or at least desirable, 
in our modem Churches. Consequently we find repeatedly, 
from letters of inquiry, that the fear of being rated is hamper- 
ing the work of the Churches. For example, it has been 
frequently suggested that Church authorities should offer the 
use of their premises to trade unions and similar organisations, 
in order, to obviate the necessity of meeting on licensed premises. 
Yet Church authorities can hardly be expected to do this if 
the result is to render them liable to be rated, as, in the present 
state of the law, is the case. In fact, there appears to be 
little doubt that the moment a building is used for any other 
purpose than for the usual services of prayer and praise it 
becomes liable to be rated, and any exemption depends upon 
the forbearance of the local authorities to enforce the law. 
This is a very unsatisfactory position, and the whole question 
seems ripe for discussion in Parliament, with a view to placing 
the law on a satisfactory footing. In this connection we may 
notice that the Finance Act of last year enabled a minister 
to deduct from his income tax return an amount not exceeding 
one-eighth of his rent as the rent of his study ; thus an 
important question, on which we have had much correspond- 
ence, has been settled. 

The subject which has given rise to the greatest number 
of questions is, as usual, the law of burial. 

Burials in -^s has been stated in previous Reports, we have 
Publio for some considerable period been engaged in 

Burial-gFoundB. correspondence with the Home Office for the 
purpose of securing a modification in the 
attitude taken up by the Home Office in respect of burial fees 
payable in the case of Free Church burials in the portions 
of public burial-grounds consecrated before 1900. It will 
be remembered that in the case of such burials the Anglican 
incumbent has claimed to be entitled to a fee, though he 
did not officiate, and that the Home Office had expressed 
opinions in favour of his claim. After an expression of judicial 
opinion against the incumbent's claim, we asked the Home 
Office to reconsider their view, but after a long correspondence 
we received a reply in April last to the effect that the Home 
Office were, in view of the advice of the law officers, unable 
to do so. Consequently the only way left to deal with the 
matter is by legal proceedings. In view of the divided 
opinions held upon the legality of the claim it has been felt 
that success would be doubtful. So far as we can judge from 
cases reported to us, the grievance, though felt acutely by 
the persons concerned, is not widespread or frequent in 
occurrence. It has, therefore, been decided to take no further 



ADVICE ON LEGAL QUESTIONS. 



steps in the matter unless further material is brought before 
us, except to advise our correspondents to get their burial 
authorities to refuse to collect the charge. It should be noted 
in this connection that whilst no case has been reported to 
us of any burial authority refusing to collect the incumbent's 
fee, the legality of which is doubtful, several instances have 
been repoHed during the year of such authorities refusing 
to collect a fee for the Free Church minister officiating, a 
fee which the law orders them to collect and does not leave 
to their discretion. Other questions have dealt with the establish- 
ment of public burial-grounds and the proper course to be 
taken in such a case, and with the consecration of new burial- 
grounds, or of additions to those already existing. 



Burials in Anglican churchyards furnished a number of 
questions, as usual. The exaction of a fee by the 
incumbent in the case of Free Church burials is 
iiic£»o^ardB. ^*^^^ keenly felt, but as the law stands such fee 
is legally due. A curious point was raised in 
several cases, where, after a Free Church burial, 
the incumbent demanded the registrar's certificate of death to 
be handed over to him. This claim seems to be unfounded, as 
the Burial Laws Amendment Act, 1880, expressly states what 
documents have to be handed to the incumbent by the person 
responsible for the burial, and this certificate is not included. 
A number of questions dealt with the burial of non-parishioners^ 
and the right of the incumbent of the parish in question to 
refuse burial or to charge increased fees. In one instance we 
had to give an interpretation of the term " parishioners," and 
it is satisfactory to learn that the incumbent accepted our 
interpretation. Another case showed the difficulties which 
arise from the legal recognition of the divisions of the country 
for the purposes of the Anglican Church, and the failure of 
that Church to modify them to meet modem requirements. A 
large village seems to have quite recently come into existence 
just where three or four parishes meet. Only the churchyard 
of one of these parishes is in any way convenient for the use of 
the village, and consequently questions of right of burial are 
constantly arising whenever an inhabitant of the village dies 
who happens not to be in the portion within the parish owning 
the churchyard. "We were asked to advise as to what could be 
done ; and the only solution seemed to be the establishment of 
a public cemetery under a Burial Board for the village as a 
whole. One case was reported to us where an attempt was 
being made to throw the cost of enlarging the parish church- 
yard upon public funds, but upon our pointing out the illegality 
of this course the attempt was abandoned. 
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In a number of cases the question of religious instruction in 
Workhouses and other public institutions has 
been raised. Many Boards of Guardians con- 
^®'^®'**®"» sider themselves obliged, when their salaried 
Anglican Chaplain dies or resigns, to appoint a 
salaried successor as a matter of course. In the 
opinion of our Legal Committee there is no legal obligation to 
do this, and it rests with our friends to impress this upon the 
different Boards as and when vacancies occur. It is also 
open to such Boards to appoint a salaried Free Church 
minister to officiate for the benefit of Free Church inmates. 
There seems to be no provision for such an appointment in 
the case of public asylums, and in the case of prisons the only 
provision is for the appointment of a Free Church salaried 
chaplain, where there are sufficient prisoners of his denomina- 
tion, thus rendering it impossible for a general Free Church 
chaplain to be appointed. 

Several questions relating to marriages in Free Church 
places of worship were asked. It is perhaps 
desirable to point out here that the special fee 

Marriages. made payable to the registrar when the marriage 
is celebrated under the Marriage Act, 1898, with- 
out his attendance, ceases to be paid this year. 

The new Workmen's Compensation Act has also given rise to 
many questions, and we have advised several 
Church authorities as to their liabilities under 

Goimensation^ ^^^ '^^** ^^® question whether ministers of 
Churches come under the Act so as to be entitled 
to compensation has been considered fully, and 

we have advised that they do not, and that Church authorities 

are not liable to pay them compensation. 

Other questions ranged over a wide area of subjects. We 
enumerate some of them : Sunday trading, and the power of a 
local authority to make by-laws dealing with it ; custody of 
children ; boarding out of children by Guardians ; prize drawings 
on the Art Union principle and their legality ; music licences ; 
and the power of the licensing authority over ante-1869 
licences. 
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DISTRICT 

FEDERATIONS. 

The Free Church Federation Movement is a gigantic net- 
work of organisation covering the whole country. Practically 
every town in the land has its Free Church Council, ready 
to respond to the suggestion of the National Council. But 
in addition to these local Councils an important office is 
served by fifty Federations of Councils. These Federations 
act as intermediate between the National Council and the 
local Councils. An important part of their work is the for- 
mation of new Councils for districts not yet covered, the 
re-formation of Councils in cases where it is desirable to 
alter the existing area covered, or where for various 
reasons the work has lapsed. Another duty of the District 
Federation is the holding of United Meetings, where the 
Free Churches of the whole county or district may meet 
for help and consultation. In the following brief notes we 
have not attempted to outline the work of each Federation. 
For one thing, space would not allow ; and again, much of 
the work must of necessity be similar in each Federation. 
"We have not, for instance, alluded to the Annual Meetings 
held by each of the Federations. These have often meant 
hard work and much blessing. Then again, we have not 
referred to the magnificent service rendered by our President, 
Dr. Rendel Harris. His visits to the different Federations 
have meant not only blessing to individuals but help to 
the organisation. "We have, too, omitted reference to the 
visits of the Rev. F. B. Meyer to many of the Federations. 

The work of the District Federations grows in importance 
year by year, and it is pleasurable to note the increased 
efforts of the local officers to make and keep the organisation 
efficient. 

Berks, South Oxon, and South Bucks. — This Federa- 
tion has kept in touch with its eight widely scattered Councils 
by correspondence and by the visitation of the Secretary, 
Rev. "W. Armstrong, M.A. As the nominee of the Federation, 
the Secretary inspected the religious education in the Council 
Schools at the request of the Berkshire County Council. 

Bolton and District.— Early in the year the Federation 
issued a circular calling the attention of all the Councils to 
various matters of great importance. Two Councils have 
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been Tisited by the Secretary, Rev. Morgan Jones, and the 
ordinary work of the Federation quietly carried^ on. 

Bradford and District. — ^The past year has been one of 
the most active since the Federation was formed. There are 
now twenty-five Councils afi&liated. Excellent service con- 
tinues to be rendered by the Free Church Chaplains at the 
Menston and Storthes Asylums, and in other public institutions 
within the Federation area. The President, Mr. Gtoorge 
Walker, and Rev. G. S. Smith, Secretary, have visited many of 
the Councils during the year. 

Bristol and District. — Much effective work has been 
done by the Federation during the year. The Free Church 
Monthly^ the organ of the Federation, is one of the finest local 
magazines issued, and it has done much to unite the Churches 
and Councils. The Federation has been of great assistance in 
helping the various Councils to promote special meetings, 
besides giving them guidance and help on various matters. 

Bucks, North, and North Oxon.— The work of the 
Federation during the past year, although for the most part 
of the usual routine character, has been maintained with un- 
diminished vigour and usefulness. In a district so widely 
scattered and so difficult of access as this is, the quarterly 
meetings are specially valuable and much appreciated as oppor- 
tunities of fraternal intercourse and spiritual fellowship. 
The Secretary of the Federation, Rev. J. Cooper, has by 
correspondence and personal visitation kept in close and con- 
stant touch with the local Secretaries, and arrangements are 
being made for the President to visit each of the Councils 
during his term of office. 

Cambridoeshirb. — ^The outstanding item of the year's 
work was the Summer School, which is referred to more fully 
elsewhere. A good deal of quiet work has been going on 
throughout the year. 

Chester, Crewe, and District.— A special feature of the 
work of this Federation has been the Lantern Lecture Cam- 
paign. The Federation has a lantern of its own, and lectures 
have been given all over its area. Much attention has been 
given to the careful fostering of weak Councils, and two or 
three of such have been saved from extinction by energetic 
and powerful action. During the year the Secretary, Rev. 
T. B. Field, has visited and spoken in twenty-three places in 
the interests of the Federation, and has conducted a week's 
mission in another centre. 

Cornwall, West. — The Federation has successfully co- 
operated with local Councils to revive flagging interest and to 
arrange public demonstrations. It has kept the question of 
Open-air work before the Churches, especially in connection 
with the villages. 
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Cumberland. — Federation work in this area is exceedingly 
difficult owing to the lack of means of quick communication. 
Efforts are made to keep the Councils efficient and in touch 
with the Federation. 

Derbyshire. — ^Efforts have been made by letters and visits 
to resuscitate three Councils which had ceased to exist. Lec- 
tures have been delivered throughout the Federation area by 
leading ministers and laymen. Thirty pounds' worth of litera- 
ture on the Education Question, accompanied by Federation 
letters, have been circulated throughout the district. 

Devonshire (excepting Plymouth).— The Secretary, 
Rev. John Stevens, D.D., has been made a member of nearly 
every Council in the Federation, and has had the privilege of 
preaching and lecturing in many places within the Federation 
area. Special attention has again been given to work in the 
villages. 

Devonshire, South, and East Cornwall. — During 
the year the Federation has been keeping watch over the 
Councils affiliated, and has aided them in every possible 
manner, supplying speakers for their meetings, &c. An 
effort has been made to rearrange the Council's areas, in 
order to have all the village Churches, if possible, in affilia- 
tion with the Councils. Three new Councils are in the course 
of construction. The Secretary, Rev. Rhys Harries, has con- 
ducted five All-day Conferences and meetings, and has paid 
eleven visits to the Councils. 

Dorset and South Somerset. — The Federation regrets 
the loss of its energetic first Secretary, Mr. W. T. Walters. 
The Rev. W. Glimmer Butt has been chosen to fill his place. 
In addition to the many visits paid by Mr. Walters during his 
term of office, the new Secretary has visited five or six Councils 
and given general assistance. 

Durham and Northumberland.— The year has been a 
very busy one. Nearly the whole of the Councils have been 
visited by the President, Rev. Dr. Drysdale, and Secretary, 
Rev. W. Glover. Generally speaking, though, the work has 
been varied, it has been carried out on the ordinary lines. 
The Federation employs its own missioners, Messrs. Willis 
and Woolland. During the year they have held twenty great 
missions and over two thousand converts have been reported, 
most of whom are now members of the Churches. 

Durham, South, and Cleveland.— The meetings of the 
Executive have been held regularly. Most of the Councils 
have been visited by the President or Secretary. In the 
autumn a useful Conference of Secretaries was held. It is 
proposed to make this an annual feature. 

Essex. — The usual work of the Federation has been carried 
on with vigour, and the outlook is full of hopefulness. The 
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President, Rev. Basil Anstey, and the Secretary, Rev. S. Hamil 
Wilkinson, have visited a number of the Councils. The scheme 
for the better instruction of young people in Free Church 
History and Principles has been well supported. 

Gloucbstbbshirb and Hbrbpordshirb. — The Federation 
has been active during the year. The towns are endeavouring 
to link up the villages with the Councils. Especially has this 
been effectively done in Gloucester and Cheltenham. "With 
the Council of the latter town twenty villages are united. 
Lantern lectures and Temperance addresses are given through- 
out the winter months. 

Hampshirb. — ^A scheme for the study of Free Church 
History and Principles has been continued for another year, 
the text-book being Rev. C. Silvester Home's " History of the 
Free Churches." The Federation found it necessary to take 
action on Education in connection with the Education Com- 
mittee for the county of Hampshire, with good results. Rev. 
W. Vincett Cook has addressed meetings at thirty-three places, 
with a total of nearly sixty meetings. 

Hbrtfordshirb. — An interesting feature of the work 
of the Federation during the year has been a thorough 
and minute inquiry as to the provision made for Free 
Church worship in the county. Statistics and a large map 
have been carefully prepared, showing the population of 
every town, village, and Immlet in the county, and provision 
made for worship by the Established Church, also by the 
different Free Churches. This, being the first denomina- 
tional map of the county, together with the statistics and 
information, will form a valuable asset for future reference. 

Hull and District. — The Secretary, Rev. T. H. Alexander, 
after three years' good service, found himself compelled to 
relinquish the office, and the Rev. George Hind takes his place 
'pro tern. The Bridlington Council has been reorganised. 
Nearly all the Councils have been officially visited. 

Kbnt, East. — Good work has been accomplished by the 
Federation, especially educational. Sunday School teachers 
have been gathered together, and the Federation has sought to 
make them increasingly efficient. Services have been organised 
and carried out in the Wingham district for the hop-pickers. 
The Federation engaged a special evangelist, and by the help of 
ministers and laymen of the neighbouring towns the whole 
district, which includes an area of six miles, was covered. 

Kbnt, West. — The Federation has been kept in touch with 
the Councils. in the district as much as possible, and good, 
quiet work has been done. Special features are meetings in 
some of the villages by Young Free Churchmen's Auxiliary, 
Open-air services, and work among the hop-pickers. 

Lancashirb, East. — The Federation has held seven 
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meetings during the year. It has arranged an Anti-gambling 
Meeting in the district and provided speakers for public 
meetings in the different towns. During the year the Federa- 
tion prepared a small pamphlet on *' The Free Church Council : 
What it Does." Of these, 13,500 have been circulated in nine of 
the districts. As far as possible the Secretary, Rev. John Heath, 
has attended the business meetings of the affiliated Councils. 

Lancashire, North, and District.— The Federation has 
done good work during the year. The work has been varied, 
promoting fellowship among the Churches, and speaking out 
on the great evils of the times — such as Drink, Betting, and 
Gambling, and the Misrule on the Congo. Outlying hamlets 
have not been forgotten, and village work has proved worthy 
of our attention and the efforts of our best and ablest workers. 

Lancashire, North-East.— The ordinary work of our 
Federation has, as far as possible, been carried out with a view 
of touching those parts of our scattered area hitherto un- 
touched. The Federation has been well served by Rev. 
J. F. B. Tinling, M.A., of Liverpool, whose four addresses 
on Social Aspects of Christianity and Substitutes for the 
Public-house have been intensely appreciated by all who 
heard them. 

Lancashire, North-West.— Town and village meetings 
have been held with great acceptance. The Secretary has 
attended many of these. During the year Rev. F. J. Wharton, 
who rendered most excellent service, was compelled to resign 
the Secretaryship owing to removal. His place has been taken 
by Rev. John S. Langley. 

Lancashire, South- West. — In addition to the usual 
public meetings held during the year, a Conference of Council 
Secretaries was held in Southport for the purpose of con- 
sidering methods of work, &c. This meeting was addressed 
by the Secretary of the National Council. An Autumnal 
Convention was held at Widnes in October. Five Congo 
Meetings have been held in the district. The Federation 
President, Dr. David Brook, and the Secretary, Rev. 
Alexander Harvey, have kept in close touch with the various 
Councils and made many visits. 

Leeds and District. — The Rev. David Walters, the 
President, has visited many of the Councils with encouraging 
results. The Federation has recommended to the local Councils 
the formation of a Free Church Women's Union. The Horbury 
Council has been welcomed into the Federation. 

Leicestershire and Rutland. — The work of the Federa- 
tion has been proceeding quietly, but none the less effectively, 
during the year. No new Councils have been formed, but the 
existing ones have been consolidated, and outlying districts 
have been carefully looked after. 
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Lincolnshire. — Strenuous efforts have been made by the 
Federation to extend the movement in parts of the county not 
yet reached. Practically all the large centres of population 
have now a Free Church Council, and further progress must 
be made by a grouping of the villages. The Federation has 
'also done a good deal, in a quiet way, to guide and strengthen 
the Councils already existing. 

Liverpool and District. — The area of this Federation is 
almost entirely urban, the only Council not entirely so being 
Wallasey. As a consequence the work possible to the Federa- 
tion is limited, the Councils completely covering the area doing 
the work usually done by Federations. The Federation is 
prepared heartily to help the Liverpool Council in its Free 
Church Inquiry now proceeding. 

Manchester, Salford, and District. — Supervision and 
advice have been given to the Councils in the Federation area, 
and a most important work is being carried out in starting or 
restarting Councils which have lapsed in various districts. The 
Federation took a leading part in opposing the appointment of 
an owner of a brewery and tied houses as Lord Mayor — un- 
successful at the time, but likely to avert recurrence. 

Metropolitan. — The Federation is quietly but surely 
increasing its hold upon the Councils in London. Good 
service has been rendered by the President, Dr. Hanson, in 
preaching and speaking at public meetings. The Rev. F. B. 
Meyer visited sixteen of the local Councils, conducting Over-tea 
Conferences and lecturing in the evening. One of the Execu- 
tive meetings of the Federation was followed by a Reception 
given to the Free Church ministers who had settled in London 
during the past year. It proved a great attraction to the new 
men, and is likely to become an annual affair. In the summer 
the Committee organised a Saturday afternoon excursion to the 
Garden City, Letchworth, which proved very successful. There 
has also been a Conference of Secretaries. Rev. W. Thomas is 
pursuing the work of the Federation with great vigour. 

Midland, West. — Splendid work has been accomplished in 
clearing off the deficit of £30 of the previous year. The 
Federation employs a missioner, Mr. George Aldridge, who 
during the summer has toured the county of Worcestershire 
with the Gospel Van. After nearly nine years' service as 
Secretary of the Federation, the Rev. Charles A. Fellowes has 
tendered his resignation of that office, and his resignation will 
take effect on March 25th. 

Norfolk, East.— The work of the Federation during the 
past year bears witness to the efforts made to increase the 
interest in the work of the Free Church Councils. The spiritual 
results following the special mission arrangements have greatly 
encouraged the members of those Churches interested. Arrange- 
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mente have been made to form a Council, with Reepham as 
centre. 

Norfolk, West.— The Federation has had a busy year. 
The Secretary, Rev. C. Houghton, has visited the Councils at 
"Wells, Bumham, and "Walton, addressing large public meetings. 
A number of village meetings have been held for the deepen- 
ing of interest in Free Church principles. Efforts are to be 
made to form new Councils for Upwell and district and for 
Stoke Ferry and Methwold. 

Northamptonshire.— The President of the Federation, 
the Secretary, and several of the members have addressed 
public meetings throughout the Federation area. A feature of 
the year's work was the Mission Van tour of the villages, under 
the direction of Rev. Jesse Mayo. 

Nottinghamshire.— The Secretary, Rev. Francis J. Fry, 
has visited several of the districts of the Federation and 
lectured. Efforts have been made to form new Councils and 
to keep old ones vigorous. 

Sheffield. — The Federation is becoming better known and 
the outlook is more hopeful. The Federation took action to 
protest against the running of cheap Sunday trains by the 
Great Central Railway. Three new Councils have been wel- 
comed into the Federation. The President, Mr. F. Percy 
Rawson, J.P., and the Secretary, Rev. F. D. Tranter, have again 
made themselves useful in visiting Councils. 

Shropshire and District.— The Federation has had 
another year of useful work. The Spring meetings held in 
Oswestry constituted a record which will be difficult to beat in 
the future. The general work of the Federation has received 
increased support and interest, and much work has been 
done in trying to place the Federation on a sound financial 
basis. 

. Staffordshire, North, and District.— The President 
of the Federation has given time to the visitation of the 
Councils, and the work of the pastoral visitation of the Stoke 
Workhouse has been sustained during the year. United 
Rescue and Preventive work has been accomplished in 
association with the Anglicans and Roman Catholics. 

Suffolk. — The special work of the year has been to prepare 
a map showing Free Church provision in the county, with a 
view to creating a fund to build rooms for preaching and other 
services where needed. 

Surrey. — The Federation has drawn up a scheme for the 
examination of young people in Free Church Principles. The 
Secretary, Rev. Alexander Cowe, has kept constantly in touch 
with the Councils, giving suggestions and advice when 
necessary. 

Sussex. — The Federation was never more vigorous than at 
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present. Much good work has been done. The Midhurst 
Council has been resuscitated, and a new Council has been 
formed in the Battle District. The open-air work is exceedingly 
promising) and a big scheme of Summer Missions has been 
planned for the coming season. The Bev. S. B. Lane, the 
Secretary, has devoted much time to the work of the 
Federation. 

Wales, Central.— The Federation is making steady, if 
slow, progress. Being an agricultural district, with the Councils 
necessarily located far apart, the Federation is greatly handi- 
capped. Nevertheless much real good has been done. Two 
new Councils have been formed, and efforts made to revive 
some which had lapsed. 

Wales, North. — The chief work of the Federations during 
the year has been to direct and stimulate the local Councils, 
most of which are doing good work. In cases where this is 
not so the Secretary, Rev.. David Oliver, D.D., has been in 
constant communication and made personal visits. The 
Federation hopes this year to make arrangements foR the 
visitation of all the Councils. 

Wales, South (Eastern Division), and Monmouth- 
shire. — The past year has been the busiest one in the history 
of the Federation, which now numbers 66 Councils. The out- 
standing features of the work during the year have been the 
holding of seven District Day Conventions for the deepening 
of the spiritual life, the District Day Convention on Social 
Questions, and a Simultaneous Mission in 34 centres connected 
with the Councils within the Federation, in which over 60 
missioners took part. From not a single Council reporting the 
results of the Mission came a note of failure. As in past years, 
the President for the year, Mr. Edward Thomas, J.P., and the 
Secretary, Mr. G. A. Herbert Price, have visited a number of 
Councils, speaking at Conferences and Public Meetings. 

Wales, South (Western Division).— In view of the 
renewed activity of the Anglican clergy in their agitation 
against Disestablishment, a plan for grounding the young 
people in the Principles and History of the Free Churches 
has been submitted to the Councils. The President and 
Secretary hope to complete their tour of visitation around the 
Councils before the Annual Meetings. A series of Conferences 
on Social Questions have also been arranged. 

Wiltshire and East Somersetshire.— The Secretary, 
Rev. S. B. Stribling, has been in constant communication with 
the Councils, and has worked most harmoniously with all the 
local Secretaries. A new Council was formed for Purton and 
Wootton Bassett in the autumn, and efforts are being made 
to revive the Council at Pewsey. A scheme for the examina- 
tion of the young in Free Church Principles has been worked, 
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though with but partial success. Action has been necessary on 
Education locally. 

Yorkshire, East.— Efforts have been made by the Federa- 
tion to persuade the local Councils to engage in open-air work 
during the summer, and a considerable amount of good work 
has been done in this way. The outlook of the Federation 
is most promising. 



GRANTS TO FEDERATIONS. 

We have again to record the generosity of Mr. George 
Cadbury, whidi has ena})led the Finance Committee of the 
National Council to give substantial financial help to the 
District Federations. The Federations which have received 
grants include the following : — 

North-West Lancashire, North-East Lancashire, West 
Norfolk, North Staffordshire, Devonshire (excepting Ply- 
mouth and District), North Bucks and North Oxon, 
Chester, Crewe and District, Dorset and South Somersetshire, 
North Lancashire and District, East Norfolk, Surrey, Cam- 
bridgeshire, Lincolnshire, South Devon and East Cornwall, 
Lee(^ and District, Liverpool and District, Bristol and District, 
Wiltshire and East Somerset, Leicestershire and Rutland, Brad- 
ford and District, South Durham and Cleveland, Hertfordshire, 
Northamptonshire, Sussex, West Cornwall, Northumberland 
and Durham, Eastern Division of South Wales and Monmouth- 
shire, Essex, Gloucestershire and Herefordshire, North Wales, 
Berks, South Oxon and South Bucks, Nottinghamshire, West 
Kent, East Kent, Hampshire, Sheffield and District, East 
Lancashire, Derbyshire, Hull and District, Bolton and District, 
South- West Lancashire, Central Wales, Manchester, Salford 
and District, Shropshire, Western Division of South Wales, 
East Yorkshire. 



CONTINENTAL SERVICES. 

An important service which the National Council renders to 
British and American tourists is the provision of English 
services in Switzerland. During the past year the National 
Council airanged services for August and September at Grindel- 
wald. The Hotel Eiger was again used, The chaplains were 
Rev. William Cuff, Rev. J. Monro Gibson, M.A., LL.D., 
Bev. JameB Stcachan, and Rev. J. T. Barkby. 
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THE FREE CHURCHES AND THE CONGO. 

The horrors of the Congo Rubber Traffic have been most 
keenly felt by Free Churchmen, in common with other citizens 
of this country. It will be remembered that a strong resolu- 
tion was passed at the Leeds National Council, binding all 
present to do their utmost to put an end to the state of affairs 
in the Congo Free State. The Executive of the National 
Council has most closely watched affairs during the year, and 
taken action where possible. Early in the year Dr. J. Rendel 
Harris, as President, issued a letter to the Press urging that 
Congo Misrule should be the subject of special prayers and 
addresses on Sunday, April 14th. Congo Sunday was observed 
by the Free Churches all over the country. 

In addition to this the National Council has worked in close 
co-operation with the Congo Reform Association. Communi- 
cations were sent to all the local Councils, asking them to urge 
on the local Authorities the holding of town's meetings to 
protest against Congo misrule. This was done in all parts of 
the land, and meetings were held at which Free Churchmen 
united with citizens of all denominations and persuasions to 
urge on the Government the necessity of taking immediate 
steps to insure reform. 

The publication of the terms of annexation by Belgium were 
awaited with keen interest. "When it was known what thesek. 
terms were a thrill of surprise went over the country. The 
statement showed that the Belgian Government was to take 
over the Congo State but the old regime was to be continued. 
Immediately this was known the National Council issued a 
strong appeal to the country, urging that Free Churchmen 
should see that the British Government and Members of Parlia- 
ment received overwhelming proof that the patience of the 
country was exhausted. It was suggested that every Free 
Church Council in the land should make immediate represen- 
tations to the local Members of Parliament, and pass and 
forward to the Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary the 
following resolution : — 

*' Besolved, that H.M. Government be asked to denounce as totally unaocept- 
able the proposals put forward, after interminable delays, by the Belgian 
Government for the future administration of the Congo, and to specify an early 
time limit within which the Belgian Gtjvemment shall accept or refuse to take 
over the Congo in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Berlin Act 
involving the complete restoration to the native population of their human 
liberties and economic rights ; that failing such acceptance within the period 
specified, or in view of a refusal, H.M. Government shall convoke the Powers 
to an immediate Conference to decide upon the future administration of the 
Congo ; that} failing the success of such appeal, H.M. Government shall take 
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drastio and immediate action under the Anglo-Congolese Treaty of 1884, and in 
accordance with the duties and obligations resting upon the Government and 
upon the people of Great Britain." 

This action was adopted by nearly all of our Councils. 

THE HAGUE CONFERENCE. 

The National Council early recognised the importance of the 
International Peace Conference which assembled at the Hague 
during the summer. In view of the strong resolution passed 
at the last National Council, communications were addressed 
from the office to all the local Councils urging them to give 
the matter their special attention. Literature was offered for 
distribution at demonstrations, &c. After a series of public 
meetings the work culminated on Sunday, June 9th, when 
special sermons were preached and prayers offered throughout 
the Churches on behalf of the success of the Movement, and 
particularly in favour of the proposition to introduce mediation 
before war. Dr. J. Rendel Harris, the President, issued a 
strong appeal to the Churches to do their utmost in favour of 
peace. 

CONVENTION FOR WALES. 

Responding to the desire of the Free Church Councils of 
"Wales, the National Council arranged a Convention for the 
whole of the Principality, and this was held at Aberystwyth 
from June 10th to 13th. Representatives were present from 
each of the districts of Wales, and most successful gatherings 
were the result. On Monday evening the Mayor and Corpora- 
tion of the town gave a Reception to the delegates. On each 
of the days following the proceedings were commenced by 
Early Morning Prayer Meetings, which were characterised by 
intense earnestness and fervour. These were followed by 
Conferences, taken by the President. At these Morning Con- 
ferences Dr. Harris spoke on Psalm cxxxvii., "The Lord's 
Song in a Strange Land," " Christ in you the Hope of Glory," 
"Pentecost and Personality." In the afternoon rambles were 
arranged to places of interest in the district. A Tea-table Con- 
ference was followed in the evening by a sermon or public 
demonstration. Amongst those who helped in these meetings 
were Dr. Hanson, Rev. H. Elvet Lewis, M.A., Rev. Thomas 
Phillips, 'B.A., Rev. Thomas Law, Rev. T. Nightingale, Rev. J. 
Pouleston Jones, Rev. William Thomas, Sir J. Compton-Rickett, 
M.P., D.L., Mr. W. Brace, M.P., Prof. Thomas Rees, M.A., and 
Mr. Silas K. Hocking. The proceedings were partly in English 
and partly in Welsh, and the meetings were so successful that 
it has been decided to make this Convention an annual affair. 
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CIRCULATING LIBRARY. 

Notwithstanding the cheapening in the cost of books of late 
years it is still very difficult for many ministers and other 
students to obtain that intellectual stimulus which can only 
be acquired by the reading of the best literature. In the rural 
districts, where salaries are small and the intellectual life slow, 
there can be scarcely any greater help afforded to ministers 
than the loan of high-class theological and general literature. 
For many years past the National Free Church Council has 
been doing a quiet but useful work by means of its Circulating 
Library. Boxes of books are lent for three months to Free 
Church Councils, and arrangements are made for the boxes 
to be located at some convenient centre, and the books lent to 
members of the Council and other applicants. Wherever these 
boxes have gone they have been highly appreciated. It is 
sometimes to be feared that in many quarters where the need 
is greatest the existence of our Circulating Library is unknown. 
Perhaps those who have benefited from the Library will pass 
on the information to other Councils. Only applications from 
duly affiliated Councils are entertained. 

There are fifty-seven boxes at present in circulation in all 
parts of the country. They contain the works of the best 
authorities and writers in the various departments of Biblical 
Exposition, Theology, Biography, Missionary, and Tem- 
perance work. A few of the boxes are reserved for use of 
th© Young Free Churchmen's Auxiliary, and contain an 
assortment selected for young men. 



NATIONAL COUNCIL AND FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

An interesting branch of our Federation work is that con- 
cerned with Missionary endeavour. For some time past a 
Missionary Committee of the National Council has been in 
active working. The object of the Committee is to awaken 
interest in the work of Foreign Missions amongst those at 
home and to consolidate the work abroad. 

A feature of the work of this Committee is the Annual Recep- 
tion of Free Church Missionaries on furlough in this country. 
This was held at the Memorial Hall on January 10th. Tea was 
provided by the hostesses — Mrs. Scott Lidgett, Mrs. Rendel 
Harris, and Mrs. W. S. Caine. Practically all the Free 
Church Missionary Societies were represented. Some one 
hundred and forty invitations were issued, and over ninety 
accepted. Following the interval for social intercourse, the 
Secretaries of the various Societies introduced the Missionaries 
to the President. After the formal reception. Dr. Harris and 
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Dr. Horton addressed the Missionaries. Ten or a dozen five- 
minute speeches from the Missionaries concluded the pro- 
ceedings. Each speaker represented a different Society, and 
various parts of the globe in turn received attention — Africa, 
China, India, the Pacific, and the Continent being the main 
divisions. 



GENERAL COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
AND THE SUB-COMMITTEES. 

The work of the Committees of the National Council during 
the past year has been of an important and varied character. 
The continued extension of the work now associated with the 
Movement has naturally brought many important problems 
before the consideration of our various Committees, and as the 
pages of this Report will show, in numerous directions work 
has been initiated and controlled by the General Committee of 
the National Council which has been of great service to the 
united Free Churches of England and Wales. We would take 
this opportunity of expressing our great indebtedness to the 
members, who, often at great sacrifice, have regularly attended 
the meetings and assisted in the deliberations. The General 
Committee has met seven times during the year. The meetings 
on March 20th, May 27th, September 23rd, October 31st, and 
February 3rd were held at the Memorial Hall, London. The 
meeting on December 2nd was held in Newport, Mon., and 
that on March 2nd at Southport preliminary to the meetings 
of the National Council. 

The President, ex-President, Treasurers, and Secretary of 
the National Council, together with the following, have formed 
the special Sub-Committees during the year : — 

(1) Finance.— Sir J. Compton-Rickett, M.P., D.L. {pMifVMm\ Mr. W. H. 
Brown, Mr. P. W. Bunting, M.A., Rev. J. Cliflford, M.A., D.D., Bev. J. Monro 
Gibson, M.A., LL.D., Mr. N. W. Helme, MP., Mr. J. Hepworth, J.P., Mr. 
Silas K. Hocking, Bev. G. Silvester Home, M.A., Bev. G. H. EeUy, Mr. 
Herbert Lewis, M.P., Mr. H. B. Mansfield, M.P., Mr. John Massie, M.P., Bev. 
F. B. Meyer, B.A., Bev. G. Gampbell Morgan, D.D., Mr. E. G. Bawlings, J.P., 
Aid. Evan Spicer, J.P., L.C.C., Sir George White, M.P., Mr. Bobert Whyte. 

(2) Poblieation.— Mr. W. Brimelow, J.P., Mr. P. W. Bunting, M.A., Bev. 
J. Clifford, MA., D.D., Bev. J. Monro Gibson, M.A., LL.D., Mr. Silas E. 
Hocking, Bev. B. F. Horton, M.A., D.D., Bev. J. D. Jones, M.A., B.D., Bev. 
J. H. Jowett, M.A., Bev. Ghas. H. Kelly, Bev. H. Elvet Lewis, M.A., Mr. 
Herbert Lewis, M.P., Mr. W. B. Luke, J.P., Mr. H. B. Mansfield, M.P., 
Bev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., Professor A. S. Peake, M.A., D.D., Mr. E. C. Bawlings, 
J.P., Bev. G. A. Johnston Boss, M.A., Aid. Evan Spicer, J.P., L.C.C., Sir 
George White, MJ?., Mr. Bobert Whyte. 

(8) OvganiBlng.— Bev. D. Brook, D.C.L., Mr. W. H. Brown, Mr. P. W. 
Bunting, M.A., Bev. J. Clifford, M.A., D.D., Mr. Arthur Dann, Bt. Hon. D. 
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Lloyd Qeorge, M.P., Bev. J. Monro Oibson, M.A.» LL.D., Mr. W. P. Hartley, 
J.P., Mr. J. Hepworth, J.P., Mr. SUas K. Hocking, Rev. C. SUvester Home, 
M.A., Rev. R. F. Horton, M.A., D.D., Rev. J. D. Jones, M.A., B.D., Rev. 

C. H. KeUy, Rev. H. Elvet Lewis, M.A., Mr. Herbert Lewis, M.P., Mr. W. B. 
Luke, J.P., Mr. H. R. Mansfield, M.P., Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., Bev. G. 
Campbell Morgan, D.D., Mr. E. G. Rawlings, J.P., Rev. J. H. Shakespeare, 
M.A., Aid. Evan Spioer, J.P., L.C.C., Sir Geo. White, MP., Mr. Robert Whyte. 

(i) Temperance* — ^Mrs. W. S. Caine, Sir J. Bamford- Slack, B.A., Mr. 
William Brimelow, J.P., Bev. G. Eayrs, FJI.H.S., Bev. J. Monro Gibson, MJL, 
LL.D., Mr. Silas E. Hooking, Bev. C. Silvester Home, M.A., Bev. S. B. Lane, 
Bev. H. Elvet Lewis, M.A., Bev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., Bev. Thos. Phillips, B.A., 
Bev. James Pickett, Bev. J. E. Battenbory, Mr. E. C. Bawlings, J.P., Bev. 
J. H. Shakespeare, M.A., Aid. Thos. Snape, J.P., Bev. W. J. Townsend, D.D., 
Mr. Bobert Whyte. 

(5) Lc^aL— Sir J. Bamford-Slack, B.A., Mr. P. W. Bontmg, M.A., Bt Hon. 

D. Lloyd George, M.P., Bev. J. Monro Gibson, M.A., LL.D., Mr. Herbert 
Lewis, M.P., Mr. E. C. Bawlings, J.P., Mr. Sydney Bobjohns, Mr. Bobert 
Whyte. 

(6) Social Questions Committee.— Mrs. W. S. Caine, Mrs. Hugh Price 
Hughes, Mr. Moses Atkinson, Mr. P. W. Banting, M.A., Bev. J. Clifford, 
M.A., D.D., Bev. S. F. Collier, Bev. W. Cuff, Bev. T. H. Darlow, M.A., 
Prof. A. E. Garvie, M.A., D.D., Bev. J. Monro Gibson, M.A., LL.D., Mr. 
W. P. Hartley, J.P., Bev. B. F. Horton, M.A., D.D., Bev. S. E. Keeble, Mr. 
Herbert Lewis, M.P., Bev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., Bev. J. B. Paton, M.A., D.D., 
Bev. Thos. Phillips, B.A., Bev. J. Pickett, Mr. E. T. Scammell, FJl.G.S., 
Bev. C. Anderson Scott, Mr. J. Fyfe Stewart, Bev. C. Ensor Walters, Bev. 
J. Watkin, Bev. Dr. Charles Wenyon, Sir George White, M.P., Mr. H. J. 
Wilson, M.P. 

(7) Oirle' Guild. — Miss Angus, Miss Balkwill, Mrs. Bidley Bax, Mrs. Bonwick, 
Mrs. Brooke, Mrs. P. W. Bunting, Mrs. Butler, Miss Butler, Mrs. W. S. Caine, 
Miss Carryer, Miss Cheetham, Mrs. Cowles, Miss Heam, Mrs. Lennajxl, Mrs. 
Lenwood, Mrs. Herbert Lewis, Mrs. Geo. Morgan, Miss Perks, Mrs. Powell, 
Miss Blckett, Miss Simmons, Miss Agnes Slack, Miss Spioer, Mrs. B. Whyte, 
Bev. J. Monro Gibson, M.A., LL.D., Bev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., Bev. J. Tolefree 
Parr, Aid. Evan Spicer, J.P., L.C.C., Bev. W. J. Townsend, D.D. 

(8) Education.— Sir J. Bamford-Slack, B.A., Mr. Bobert Bird, J.P., Mr. 
P. W. Bunting, MA., Bev. J. Clifford, M.A., D.D., Mr. Arthur Dann, Bt. Hon. 
D. Lloyd George, M.P., Bev. J. Monro Gibson, M.A., LL.D., Bev. J. G. 
Greenhough, M.A., Bev. A. T. Guttery, Mr. Silas K. Hocking, Dr. W. 
Hodgson, C.C, J.P., Bev. J. Hirst Hollowell, Bev. C. Silvester Home, M.A., 
Bev. B. F. Horton, MA., D.D., Mr. A. E. Hutton, M.P., Bev. C. H. Kelly, 
Bev. S. B. Lane, Bev. H. Elvet Lewis, M.A., Mr. Herbert Lewis, M.P., Mr. 
H. B. Mansfield, M.P., Mr. John Massie, M.P., Bev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., Bev. 
James Pickett, Mr. E. C. Bawlings, J. P., Bev. J. H. Shakespeare, M.A., 
Aid. Thomas Snape, J.P., Bev. W. J. Townsend, D.D., Sir George White, 
M.P., Mr. Bobert Whyte. 

(9) Continental Sepricee.— Sir J. Bamford-Slack, B.A., Mr. P. W. Bunting, 
M.A., Bev. C. Silvester Home, M.A., Bev. J. M. G. Owen, Bev. J. H. 
Shakespeare, M.A., Bev. Dr. Charles Wenyon. 

(10) Election Campai^.— Sir J. Bamford-Slack, B.A., Mr. P. W. Bunting, 
M.A., Bev. John Clifford, M.A., D.D., Bt. Hon. D. Lloyd George, M.P., Bev. J. 
Monro Gibson, M.A., LL.D., Mr. W. P. Hartley, J.P., Mr. J. Hepworth, J.P., 
Bev. C. Silvester Home, M.A., Bev. C. H. Kelly, Mr. Herbert Lewis, M.P., 
Mr. H. B. Mansfield, M.P., Bev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., Mr. A. Porritt, Mr. E. C. 
Bawlings, J.P., Aid. Evan Spicer, J.P., L.C.C., Bev. W. J. Townsend, D.D., 
Bev. James Travis, Sir Geo. White, M.P. 
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(11) Toang Free ChuFchmen'B Anziliapy.-— Bev. D. Brook, D.C.L., Bev. J. 
Clifford, M.A., D.D., Bev. George Hanson, M.A., D.D., Mr. Silas K. HocWng, 
Bev. C. Silvester Home, M.A., Bev. J. D. Jones, M.A., B.D., Bev. C. H. Kelly, 
Mr. John Massie, M.P., Bev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., Mr. Sydney Pascall, Bev. 
Thomas Phillips, B.A., Bev. James Pickett, Bev. J. E. Battenbury, Bev. G. A. 
Johnston Boss, M.A.,.Bev. C. Ensor Walters, Mr. Bobert Whyte, Bev. Thomas 
Yates. 

(12) Mi8sionary.>-Mr. W. Beckworth, J.P., Mr. Bobert Bird, J.P., Bev. David 
Brook, D.C.L., Bev. A. Connell, M.A., B.D., Bev. T. H. Darlow, M.A., Mr. 
C. A. Flint, Mrs. Flint, Bev. B. Glover, D.D., Bev. J. G. Greenhough, M.A., 
Mr. W. B. Luke, J.P., Mr. H. B. Mansfield, M.P., Bev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., 
Mrs. George Morgan, Bev. B. F. Horton, M.A., D.D., Bev. James Pickett, Mr. 
J. Fyfe Stewart, Bev. Dr. Charles Wenyon, Mrs. Bobert Whyte. 

(18) Summep School.— Miss M. C. Albright, Mr. E. E. Boome, Mrs. Geo. 
Cadbury, Miss M. J. Godler, Mr. Edward Grubb, M.A., Bev. B. F. Horton, 
M.A., D.D., Mr. WiUiam Littleboy, Prof. A. S. Peake, M.A., D.D., Bev. G. A. 
Johnston Boss, M.A., Mr. Arnold S. Bowntree, Mr. Joshua Bowntree. 



DEATH OF DR. WATSON. 

The Committee passed the following resolution with refer- 
ence to the death of the President-Elect of the National 
Council : — 

** The Ezeoative Committee of the National Comicil of Evangelical Free 
Churches has received with unfeigned and deep sorrow the tidings of the sudden 
and unexpected death, far from home, of the Bev. John Watson, D.D. With 
the whole English-speaking world it deplores the passing of the brilliant vnriter 
who with kindly humour knew how to touch to gravest issues the springs both 
of laughter and of tears. It mourns with Liverpool the loss of one of its 
greatest citizens, who, while holding aloof from mere party strife, did so much 
to elevate and purify civic life, the obligations of which he recognised it as a 
Christian's duty to bear ; and it sympatidises with the grief of the Presbyterian 
Church of England to which he belonged, and which he served with such 
devotion not only in the faithful discharge of the arduous and sacred duties of 
an important city pastorate, but also in wider and more public ways, of which 
Westminster College, Cambridge, erected by funds largely provided in response 
to his earnest and persistent pleading, will remain a lasting memorial. 

But the death of Dr. Watson comes home more closely to the Committee, 
since it has deprived the National Council of one who rendered it many and 
important public services, and who, at its last meeting, was chosen with enthu- 
siasm to be its next President. Assured of Dr. Watson's steadfast loyalty to 
their common Master, the Free Churches built high hopes on his fearless 
advocacy of their principles, and on the wisdom and courage with which they 
confidently expected he would guide them in a time of grave and unusual 
difficulty. It is therefore with a keen sense of personal loss, but in humble 
and trustful submission to the Divine will, that the Committee sustains the 
blow which has frustrated these hopes ; and, itself relying for guidance on His 
promised help whose grace is sufficient for every need, the Committee com- 
mends, in true and tender sympathy, the widow and family of their departed 
friend and leader to the God of all consolation, whose providence has left them 
thus sorely bereaved." 

A short obituary of Dr, Watson appears under " Losses by 
Death " 
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PUBLICATION 

DEPARTMENT. 

We are pleased to be able to report steady progress in this 
department. We have not issued many new volomes daring 
the year, but several important books are now in the press and 
will be issued almost immediately. 

This has been received with marked approval and has met 

with a ready sale. It is being used by all our 

The Free Missioners, and is found eminently satisfactory 

Church Council for the purposes for which it was prepared. 

Hymnal. The Tonic Sol-fa edition has been issued, and 

can be obtained in the same styles and prices as 

the Staff Notation. 

This magazine has fully maintained its popularity, and we 
hear from all sides of its usefulness as a local- 
ised magazine in the work of the Churches. It 
Chwstoan. ^® edited with great care and ability. A very 
strong programme has been prepared for the 
current year, and practically all our leaders con- 
tribute to its pages. We commence the year with a consider- 
able increase in circulation, which is most encouraging. It is 
needless to say that the quality of the magazine will be main- 
tained, and, if possible, improved. 

The first volume, " The Holy Spirit," by Rev. W. L. Walker, 

in this important series has been issued and 

well received. We hope to publish at intervals 

iSnei Ufa several others, including " Private Prayers and 

• Devotions," by Rev. J. E. Roberts, M.A., B.D., 

"Aaron's Breastplate, and Other Addresses," 

by Dr. J. Rendel Harris, " Themes for Hours of Meditation," 

by Dr. W. L. Watkinson, &c. 

This series, as already announced, has been designed to set 
forth the great doctrines we, as Free Church- 
The«Re-8tatc- men, hold. The first volume, entitled "The 
^DMteiMB^* Inspiration and Authority of Holy Scriptures," 
Series. ^1 ^^* Monro Gibson, will be issued imme- 

diately. This will be followed by the following 
volumes : — 
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The New Birth, by Dr. Newton H. Marshall, M.A. 
The Ministry, by Dr. Hanson. 

The Ghnroh and the Kingdom, by J. Scott Lidgett, M.A. 
Missions (Home and Foreign) and the Church, by Dr. Wenyon. 
Man and Sin, by Prof. Peake, M.A. 

The Personality and Work of the Holy Spirit, by Rev. Charles Brown. 
The Person of Christ* by Dr. Horton. 
The Being of God, by Prof. W. F. Adeney. 

Eschatology (The Future Life— the Last Things), by J. G. Greenhough, 
M.A. 



This important contribution to devotional literature, by Rev, 
A Devotional ^* F. Horton, M.A., D.D., which we published 
Commentary on in December, has met with considerable success, 
St. Matthew, and we anticipate a growing demand. 



We have also issued: "The Game of Life," by Rev. J. D. 
Jones, M.A., B.D., a series of homely talks to 
boys and girls (this will be found very sug- 
MiBoellaneouB. gestive to those who have to address the chil- 
dren) ; " The White Life," by Rev. J. Tolefree 
Parr, a selection of Mr. Parr's most popular and 
characteristic addresses ; and " Day Unto Day," by the late Dr. 
George Matheson — a compilation of this author's most beau- 
tiful prayers, selected with much insight and judgment by 
Miss H^tty Baker. 



In conclusion, we are glad to report the maintained sale 
of our other publications. The Gipsy Smith publications 
continue to sell well. There is continued demand for the 
series edited by Rev. C. Silvester Home, M.A., "Eras of 
Nonconformity," also for the "Little Books on the Devout 
Life." Two volumes especially in this latter series — Dr. Hor- 
ton's " Open Secret" and Dr. Harris's " Guiding Hand of God" 
— ^have met with extraordinary appreciation. The Free Church 
Chronicle maintains its position, and records month by month 
the various phases of our work throughout the country. 
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LOSSES BY DEATH. 



As the Free Church Council Movement grows its list of 
workers tends more and more to include the most prominent 
leaders in the local life of the Free Churches, and this makes 
the compilation of this section increasingly difficult. We have 
received a number of reports from our local Councils deploring 
the passing away of those who have been prominent among 
their rolls of helpers. It is impossible to give a full list of 
these, as it would include practically all associated with the 
Free Churches who have passed away during the last twelve 
months. We give, however, a brief list of those who have had 
direct and important association with the work of Councils 
locally and nationally. 

The first place in our list must be given to Dr. JOHN 
Watson, known to the whole world as " Ian Maclaren." For 
the second time in the short history of the Federation Move- 
ment death has forestalled the National Council and robbed it 
of its proposed President. Few who knew Dr. John Watson 
imagined that his apparently strong frame did not betoken a 
constitution likely to stand the strain of many years' further 
service. Dr. Watson was a busy man in the twin fields of 
literature and the ministry, and his connection with the Free 
Church Council was not so active as that of many of our 
leaders ; for that reason, as for many others, we had looked 
forward to a year's service marked by the brilliance and states- 
manship that was peculiarly his own. Dr. Watson has gone, 
and yet in a greater degree than with many we can say that he 
remains, for "Ian Maclaren's" tender and winsome pictui*es 
of Scots life and character are with us, a permanent heritage 
to the world of thought, a treasure to those of us who knew 
the man, and a delight to future generations. 

Mr. E. Adkins. — The Broadstairs and St. Peter's Council 
lost its esteemed Secretary in November, at the age of 70. He 
was a capital organiser, and a splendid worker in the Free 
Church cause. 

Mr. T. a. Clynn.— Mr. Clynn was a faithful and devoted 
worker in the cause of the Free Churches, and, at the time of 
his death, Secretary of the Chepstow Council, by whom his loss 
has been severely felt. 

Mr. George Butcher Glasbury. — Mr. Glasbury, in 
addition to being one of the most valuable supporters of the 
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Hay and District Council, was a leading worker in connection 
with the Central Wales Federation. 

Alderman Hugh Hughes.— The Free Churches of North 
Wales sustained a heavy loss by the unexpected death of Alder- 
man Hughes, at the age of 52. In addition to a distinguished 
career on public bodies, he was one of the founders, and 
President, of the Conway Free Church Council. 

Mr. J. Evan Jones, J.P. — Mr. Jones acted as Treasurer of 
the Shrewsbury Council since its formation. He was a Deacon 
of the Abbey Foregate Congregational Church, and took active 
interest in all the Free Churches of the county. 

Mr. T. C. Jones.— The Oldland and District Council lost an 
earnest supporter and valuable worker by the passing away of 
Mr. Jones, who, at the time of his death, was its President. 

Rev. W. Moncriepp, M.A. — Passing away at the early age of 
34, Mr. MoncriefE had already distinguished himself in the 
cause of the Free Churches. He was an active worker in the 
Bournemouth Council. 

Rev. J. Morgan. — The Ynyshir and Wattstown Council lost 
its President by the death of Mr. Morgan. He was an earnest 
worker, beloved of all the Free Churches. 

Mr. Tom Walton, J.P..— The Rugby Free Churches are the 
poorer for the passing away of Mr. Walton at the age of 73. 
The Free Church Federation Movement had his hearty co- 
operation, and he was President of the local Council in 1899. 

Mr. George Whitpield, the President of the Market 
Drayton Council, passed away on March 28th, at the age of 73. 
He carried on an active part on behalf of educational justice, 
and was a great help to the Free Churches of his neighbourhood. 

Mr. Samuel Wright, J.P. — Mr. Wright was President, 
during the year 1903, of the York Council. He died suddenly 
at the age of 77. He continued his interest in the Council 
until the end, being at the time the Vice-President. 

Mr. John Carvell Williams.— A veteran in the fight for 
religious liberty passed away by the death of Mr. Carvell 
Williams in October. Mr. Williams was for many years Secre- 
tary of the Liberation Society, and during his long membership 
of Parliament he was successful in introducing and carrying 
many measures removing the disabilities under which Noncon- 
formists had suffered. The National Free Church Council was 
represented at his funeral by the Rev. C. Silvester Home, M.A., 
Rev. Thomas Law, and Mj. Robert Whyte. At the Church 
the address was delivered by Dr. Clifford, who described Mr. 
Williams as " a faithful son of independence right to the end." 

Rev. Edward Williams.— Mr. Williams was Pastor of the 
English Church at Sandycrof t, Flintshire, and was one of the 
principal supporters of the Hawarden and District Council, 
which suffered a great loss by his death. 
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FEDERATION 

ABROAD. 



It would be impossible to confine the work of Federation to 
the Free Chnrches of this country, and we have had year by 
year to report the spreading of the Movement, not only in 
English-speaking countries but throughout the world. We 
find there is constant demand for information with regard to 
Federation from the different countries, and we are frequently 
called upon to give advice and assistance to Churches desiring 
to enter into closer co-operation and fellowship. 



I.— The United States. 

One of the most promising fields for Federation work is the 
United States of America. For years past the National Federa- 
tion of Churches and Christian workers has becBr seeking to 
bring together the various Churches for co-operative work in 
the great cities. Locally many State Federations have been 
doing good work. Two years ago the National Federation 
called together a great Conference, at which twenty-three 
denominations were represented. The object of this Conference 
was the formation of a plan of federation for the prosecution 
of united work. This plan made provision for the holding of 
a Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America. It was at the time agreed that the 
CoimciL ^^* meeting of this Federal Council should be 
held in 1908. Since that time quiet progress has 
been made. Most of the assemblies of the 
Churches have passed resolutions oflBcially recognising the 
Federal Council. These Churches will now send representatives 
to the great gathering to be held this year. Up to the time of 
going to press we had not received the annual report of the 
National Federation, but the programme of the Federal 
Council's meetings will shortly be issued. These gatherings 
should be quite epoch-making in the history of the United 
States. Dr. Sanford is Secretary of the Federal Union. Much 
very specially effective service is being rendered by Dr. 
Laidlow in bringing together, in a thoroughly practical way, the 
religious forces of New York. 
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In order to render assistance in Federation work, the Rev. 

Thomas Law paid a hasty visit to America last 

malt of spring, and was able to make brief visits to 

. Roy. Thomas many of the principal centres of the country, 

Law. including New York, Providence (Rhode Island), 

Boston, Toronto (Canada), Chicago, Washington, 
4&C. In each case he received a hearty welcome, social functions 
being arranged on practically each occasion, at which hundreds 
of ministers and workers assembled to hear what Mr. Law had 
to say on the question of Federation. At these Conferences Mr. 
Law gave a history of the Movement in England and explained 
the lines on which we are working. Mr. Law has been strongly 
urged to make a lengthy visit to the States during the coming 
summer, but the stress at home is so great that he does not 
see how he can accept the invitations that have been sent. 
He was greatly impressed by the Americans, and with much 
of the work of the Churches. He believes there are infinite 
possibilities for Church Federation. 

II.— South Africa. 

We have received an interesting little booklet describing the 
year's work of the WiTWATBRSRAND Church 
Council, showing that the Federation Movement 
Johannesburg, in Johannesburg is in a most prosperous con- 
dition. Particulars are given of such customary 
work as interchange of pulpits, united prayer- 
meetings, &c. The Report speaks appreciatively of the visit 
of the Rev. J. Tolefree Parr and his services on " Church 
Council Sunday." 

Throughout the year the Council carried on a series of 
united evangelistic meetings. On each Saturday 
evening an open-air meeting was held in Market 
^e^tfi^^ Square, and since the beginning of June an in- 
door meeting in the Central Baptist Hall. These 
efforts were very successful, and there were a 
good number of inquirers. At Jeppestown an evangelistic 
open-air meeting has been held, beginning in January — ^which, 
of course, is summer in South Africa. From time to time 
Conventions have been held, the occasion being taken recently 
of a deputation from the English Keswick Convention for a 
series of special meetings for the deepening of spiritual life. 
Recognising the good resulting from this mission, the Council 
ins.tituted a quarterly united meeting for the deepening of 
spiritual life. The Council also at a general meeting urged the 
holding of a great simultaneous mission throughout South 
Africa, and a favourable response was received from the various 
South African centres and a number of local Churches. 
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The Council has been doing valuable work for the preserva- 
tion of the Sabbath. The Executive recom- 
mended to I the Churches connected with the 
DMeora^n Council that special sermons should be preached 
on a given Sunday against Sabbath desecration, 
and that Sunday School superintendents should, 
if possible, arrange an address for their respective Sunday 
Schools on the same subject. The suggestion was largely 
adopted. Action was taken in connection with a Sunday paper 
known as the Sunday Times^ the Executive circularising all 
the ministers connected with the Council. The Report contains 
a lengthy correspondence which took place between the 
Executive and the Governor of the Transvaal on the subject of 
Volunteer exercises on Sundays, the Council urging that ample 
opportunity should be given to those who desire to retain 
Sunday for religious purposes to make themselves efficient by 
drilling and shooting on week-days alone. The Council was 
able to obtain some important concessions in this direction. 

In order that decisive action might be taken with regard 
to the question of Sabbath observance, the Executive resolved 
to invite the Pretoria Church Council and Christian Churches 
in the Transvaal, other than those represented by these Coun- 
cils, to unite in conference on this matter. Consequently, on 
April 11th, a united and representative Conference, convened 
by this Council, was held in the Y.M.C.A. In addition to the 
Churches composing the Witwatersrand and Pretoria Church 
Councils, the Dutch Reformed, Anglican, and Roman Catholic 
Churches were represented. 

It was resolved to memorialise the Government to appoint a 
Commission to inquire into and report on the working of the 
law, and to suggest the principles that should govern Sunday 
legislation. A Committee, representative of the different 
sections of the Christian Church, was appointed to take steps 
to carry out the findings of the Conference. This Com- 
mittee included the Bishop of Pretoria, Bishop Miller, and 
a number of other ministers. 

The Committee met on several occasions, and issued a mani- 
festo signed by the leaders of the Anglican, Roman Catholic, 
and Free Church denominations. 



The Council had from time to time to take action on the 
question of religious instruction in State schools. 
In South Africa the Council has had to fight 
InBtoiurSon. *^® BSime battle as we in England are fighting, 
such phases as right of entry and subsidising 
denominational schools forming subjects for 
strong action. 
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In addition to what we have quoted, action has been taken 
on temperance teaching in schools, importation 
of Cape wines into the Transvaal, duty on Cape 
Miseellaneoiu. brandy, Kaffir beer brewing. Native Beer Bill, 
vice in Chinese and native compounds, living 
pictures and statuary, and indecent pictures and 
postcards, &c. The Council, being requested by some of the 
denominations, formed a Sunday School Union for Johannes- 
burg and district, and took action for the furtherance of 
Church union. 

The Cape Town and District Council reports that the 
Cape Town P^t year has been one of the busiest and most 
and DiBtrict. strenuous in the history of the Council. 

The important subject of Church Union was considered on 
the initiative of a letter from the JOHANNESBURG 
Church Council. The Council recognised to the 
uldon. ^^^ *^® great possibilities that lie in such a 
union, and adjourned the discussion till the 
joint Committee appointed by the various 
Cl^urches reported on the question. 

Action has been taken on many other public questions. 

For instance, the Executive joined the Tem- 

Publie perance Alliance in organising a Demonstration 

QueBtionB. of Protest with regard to the increased sale of 

intoxicating liquors in the Colony. Action 

was taken with regard to the exhibition of living statuary 

and the sale of indecent postcards. Ordinary work, such 

as Annual Pulpit Exchanges, Week of Prayer, &c., has 

been carried on with eminent success. The Council owes 

much to the untiring energy and zeal of the Secretary, Mr. 

A. T. Babbs, and the President, Rev. G. Robson. 

« 
The Blobmpontein Church Council is composed of repre- 
sentatives of the Baptist, Dutch Reformed, 
Bloemfontein Presbyterian, German Lutheran, and Wesleyan 
Churches, and the Salvation Army. The Hon. 
Secretary, Mr. P. A. Butt, reports as follows : — 

"The matter of unnecessary Sunday labour has had the 
attention of the Council. By means of a deputa- 
tion the Council brought a special case to the 
ObBeFYa^. attention of the Attorney-General, and but for 
the fact of the law relating to this matter 
being so ambiguous, the Council did not think 
it advisable to take legal proceedings ; however, the offenders 
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were cautioned by the authorities, and at the earliest oppor- 
tunity the Council will press for more complete legislation? 
The Council also passed a strong resolution, which was 
communicated to the public through the Press, regarding the 
growing practice of holding Sunday tennis parties, playing 
football and cricket matches, and asked the ministers of all 
the Churches to use their influence with their adherents to 
discourage such whenever opportunity occurred. 

The Council have lodged three objections during the year to 
Liquor granting of new licences, and in two cases were 
Lioenoes. successful in getting the applications refused. 

The 1st Bloemfontein Company is under the direct super- 
vision of the Council. The Corps has a strength 
of forty-three boys. The Governor of the 
Boys' Brigade. O.R.C., Sir Hamilton Goold Adams, lately in- 
spected the boys, and gave them a very en- 
couraging address, also providing them with 
refreshment in the grounds of Government House. Having 
now obtained this public recognition, the Council look forward 
to a bright future for this section of their work. 

The Council hold services at H.M.'s Prison every Simday, 
Special ^^ open-air services are conducted in the 
SeFYiceB. Victoria Park every Sunday afternoon at 4.30. 

The Council were sorry to lose the valuable services of their 
late Secretary, the Rev. C. D. Murray, who was 

Secretary. compelled, by stress of work at his own Church, 
to resign this office. Special thanks were 
accorded Mr. Murray for his past valuable 
services. 

United Prayer Meetings are held quarterly, at which all 
United Prayer ^^® Churches are represented. These are well 
Meetings. attended and tend to create the unity of feeling 
we so much desire." 

Other towns in South Africa have well-established Councils, 

including such important centres as PRETORIA, 

Durban, Port Elizabeth, King William's 

CoimcilB. Town, and PiBTBRMARlTZBURG. These are 

doing excellent service. Arrangements have 

been made for the Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., to 

make a tour of the important centres of South A&ica. He 

6ails early in April. 
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III.— Australia. 

The attention of the Council of Churches of VICTORIA during 

the past year has been mainly turned to two 

Vi to i questions, viz., resisting encroachments on the 

a. ^^^ ^^ ^^ Lord's Day, and dealing with the 

gambling evil. 

The principal difficulty in connection with the Sunday 
question arises from the fact that the Govem- 
fi da Daent owns the railways. The Commissioners 
QiMBiion. ^^^ YndNQ the legal control are expected to make 
them pay, and the general public want to travel 
to the seaside and into the country on Sunday. 
When strong inducements such as these attract from both 
parties it is evident that the only way to prevent the day of 
rest from becoming a day of pleasure to the general public and 
a day of labour to the railway employees is to watch and pro- 
test continually. Much has been done by the Council and 
the Churches represented, but more remains to be done. 

The attempt to deal with the gambling evil has been more 
successful, because the Government is not an interested party, 
and as a consequence laws have been passed that have caused 
a great flutter in the camp of the gamblers, and an effectual 
check has been placed on the conduct of those who lived by 
gambling and the promotion of horse-racing, &c. 

Matters in connection with evangelistic services are some- 
what in abeyance, owing to the uncertainty as to the advent of 
Dr. Dawson and Gipsy Smith. 

The Church Council of WESTERN AUSTRALIA includes five 
denominations, viz.. Congregational, Methodist, 
Baptist, Presbyterian, and Church of Christ. 
^toSia. "^^^ Secretary thus reports : "The work the 
Council has undertaken has been to hold com- 
bined services on great national occasions. 
Several of these have been held, and annually, on Empire 
Sunday, such a service is held by or under the auspices of our 
Council. On the gambling question public meetings have 
been held and an Anti-gambling League established. Depu- 
tations have also been sent to the Government to secure 
legislation preventing the all too prevalent practice. 

Li the cause of Temperance we have worked on similar 
lines. At the present time we are striving to secure an altera- 
tion of the laws and to secure a liberal measure for Local 
Option on the lines of the New Zealand Acts, which have proved 
to be very helpful to the Temperance cause. 
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We have done what we could from time to time to prevent 
unnecessary Sunday labour, to prevent Sunday 
sports, especially on the gold-fields, also to 
Observiuace. ^^PP^®^ Sunday evening secular concerts of 
an undesirable kind. 
We have also sought to help the Govern- 
ment in such measures as Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
Protection of Child Life, Marriage Laws, Divorce Laws, 
Registration, &c., &c. 

Fraternal intercourse has been facilitated and co-operation 
extended." 

The Church Council for Sydney has done its utmost by 

Press, deputations to Ministers, &c., to oppose 

Sabbath Desecration, Opium-selling and using, 

South^ide? and to promote legislation for the Suppression 

of Vice, the Protection of Girls, &c. The Report 

says : " We assisted in the General Election, and 

with other reformers have had the joy of seeing the fiirst real 

appeal to the people for 'No Licence ' result in the casting of 

180,000 votes for prohibition, while in sixty-five electorates 

reduction was carried. We all feel that we gained something 

worth fighting for, but in common with other organisations 

we realise the need of, by the spreading of teaching as to the 

nature and effect of alcohol, preparing for the next poll three 

years hence. We had looked forward and were preparing for a 

visit of Gipsy Smith, but, as you know, were disappointed. 

Now we are hoping to see and hear Mr. Meyer." 



IV.— Germany. 

Pastor Julius Rohrbach, who attended the National Council 
Meetings at Leeds as a delegate from the Berlin Free Church 
Council, sends us the following report : — 

" It was four years last March, when the Rev. F. B. Meyer 

visited us in Berlin, and, in a meeting of EVee 

Church ministers, told us of the Forward Move- 

^Vk. ^®^* ^^ *^® ^^^® Churches in England and 

Wales, that we decided to form a 'Freikirch- 

lichen Predigerbund,' an Association of Free 

Church Ministers, for the purpose of mutual help in the work of 

the Lord and the united representation of Free Church interests. 

Ever since we have met on the first Tuesday of the month, and 

our numbers have grown from eighteen to about forty. I can 

bear testimony to the valued help we have all received from 
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one another. Much prejudice has been cleared away and 
brotherly love and esteem have reigned supremely. Generally 
one hour is given to Bible study and prayer, the second hour 
to the consideration of present-day movements in Church and 
State and the varied phases of modem Christian life. United 
meetings for prayer and Christian fellowship have been held in 
various churches and chapels, also several public demonstrations 
in central halls to make our principles as * Free Churchmen ' 
more widely known. Our Berlin Free Church Council represents 
about 10,000 Christians, belonging to the Baptist, the Methodist, 
and Independent Denominations, still a very small proportion, 
considering the two millions of nominal Protestants, of whom, 
alas ! one and a half millions never put their foot inside a 
church door. But I may safely say, all members of our Free 
Churches know from personal experience what it means to 
be spiritually quickened and alive, and are salt and light in the 
midst of this dense population. Similar Free Church Unions 
or Councils exist in large cities like FRANKFORT, HAMBURG, 
and KONIGSBERG, but the ground has to be gained step by step ; 
there is still much uphill work before us, yet the work of the 
Free Churches is being acknowledged by the Christian public 
more and more ; opposition from the State Church still con- 
tinues and in many ways we are glad to bear reproach for 
Christ's sake. 

During the past twenty years God has graciously given 
much Spirit of Revival throughout Germany, 
and many, after experiencing a spiritual 
0<^any^ quickening, have formed 'Christliche Gemein- 
schaffen,' which are more or less attached to 
the State Church. Whilst many of their 
members covet with eager eye the liberty of conscience and 
action which we Free Church people enjoy, they do not 
think the time has come to break loose from the State 
Church. With many of them we are in intimate bonds of 
Christian fellowship. All the year round Christian Confer- 
ences are being held, in which Free Church ministers not only 
take part, but in some of them lead, exercising influences as 
widely spreading as to Russia, Finland, Austria, and the 
Balkan States. Two years ago a Bible School was started in 
Berlin, by men who are pronouncedly separate from the State 
Church, for biblical instruction and preparation for Christian 
work. The students of this Bible School come from Germany, 
Austria, Bulgaria, and Russia, and most of them return to 
their homes and scatter the light into dark places. There is 
also a most blessed and far-reaching work being done among 
the students of our Universities, chiefly by a man, a member 
of our Free Church Council in Berlin, Herr von Gerdtell, who 
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publicly deals with questions such as these : Is the dogma of the 
substitutional sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ rational and to 
be maintained ? — answering, of course, in the af&rmatiye — or. 
Are the miracles of Christ sufficiently proved by history ? 
As a whole, our so-called educated classes, most of our business 
men, keep aloof from Christian influences ; a prayer meeting 
for medical men or lawyers is to my knowledge as yet 
unknown in the Fatherland. 

Last, but not least, I would mention that during the first 

week of October we had the Rev. F. B. Meyer 

, among us, who spoke to large audiences in 

^'^sitf'* Berlin on the fundamental truths of the Gospel. 

He also had a meeting with the members of our 

Free Church Council." 

V. — India. 

The Rev. W. J. Hatch, of Coimbatore, sends the following 
report : — 

"An assembly of far-reaching importance has just held its 
meetings in the city of Madura, South India. There were 
representatives from Ceylon, Travancore, Madras, Coimbatore, 
Arcot, and as far north as Bellary. The Churches connected 
with this Union number over 125,000 people. Two years 
ago the American Congregationalists united with the London 
Mission,' and this year union with the Presbyterian Societies 
connected with the Reform Church of America and the Free 
Church of Scotland was unanimously carried by a standing 
vote, and next year it is hoped a united Assembly will meet in 
some central town in South India to s6al the bonds already 
made for the union of the Churches in South India and 
Ceylon. 

This great Union, though not technically a Free Church 
Council, will have more authority than the Free Church 
Council in England. It will be more than advisory, and 
though its legislative powers will not be great ai the ban- 
ning, yet as it grows in the affection of the people it will 
assume a power to guide the Christian Church amidst the 
darkness of India. 

The basis of union is a comprehensive creed, allowing for 
liberty of interpretation in the great truths concerning Gk)d 
and man. 

July 24, 1907, will stand out in the history of the Free 
Churches of South India. The Baptists have not joined us, 
and the Wesleyans are outside ; but we trust they will soon 
come into line with the forces making for* unity and strength 
in the Indian Church." 
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VI.— China. 

An important movement on Federation lines culminated in 
the holding of a great Conference at Shanghai, under the 
moderatorship of Dr. Arthur H. Smith. Rev. James L. Barton, 
D.D., thus reports : — 

" I venture to say that up to the present time no convention 

representing every leading Protestant denomina- 

^Chrlitiaii ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ world and many others not in that 

Federation of class has taken such an advanced step upon the 

^**"**-*' subject of federation and union. *The Christian 

Federation of China ' was unanimously adopted, 

and all of the discussions upon this and allied topics looked to 

a ^ United Christian Church in China.' It seemed to be the 

expectation of all present that the future Chinese Church will 

be undenominational. Official representatives of the Church 

of England and of the China Inland Mission, each with 

the dress peculiar to this office and organisation, followed 

each other upon the platform of the Conference, both urging 

the same terms, the obliteration of denominational barriers and 

the emphasising of the Kingdom. While England and America 

have been discussing union, missionaries in China have been 

creating it. High Church and Low Church and no church 

united in Shanghai upon the one theme, the Kingdom of Christ 

for China." 
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It is our pleasant duty once again to render thanks to the 
Press for the generous assistance they have given to our Move- 
ment. The work of federation would be rendered extremely 
difficult without the timely service afforded by the Press. 
Practically all the important papers of England and Wales 
now devote some amount of space to the work we are doing. 
The daily Press is increasingly ready to give Free Church news, 
whilst the religious weeklies have rendered valuable assistance. 
Of late years there has been an increasing tendency for the 
illustrated Press to notice the Movement. In fact, on all 
sides recognition is afforded and assistance readily granted. 
To all who have given us help in this way we return our 
most hearty thanks. 
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THE NATIONAL FREE CHURCH COUNCIL. 
An Historical Sketch. 

So striking has been the success of the Federation Movement 
that it is difficult to realise the fact that the first National 
Council of Eyangelical Free Churches was held at Nottingham 
so recently as 1896. True, there had been Free Church Con- 
gresses preceding it, but the whole movement is a growth of 
the present generation. A brief outline of the formation and 
development of the " Nonconformist Parliament " may prove 
of interest. The aims which guided the promoters of the 
Movement were well stated by the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes 
at Leeds in 1894. 

"What we want above all things is to make our Congress 
truly representative. We want, in fact, to have a Noncon- 
formist Parliament for our common objects, composed of those 
who believe in the divinity of our Lord, Jesus Christ." These 
words explain as briefly as possible the intentions with which 
the National Council of the Evangelical Fr€te Churches was 
brought into existence. Whether those intentions have been 
fulfilled it remains for the unbiassed observer to decide, and 
it need only be mentioned that the Council is in a stronger 
position to-day than at any time during the course of its brief 
but eventful lifetime. 

It would be impossible, in the limits of our space, to sketch 
the history of the rise of the Free Churches in this cotmtry 
since 1662, when the dissenting ministers were expelled from 
the Church of England, but it is worthy of note that for more 
than two centuries the idea of forming a united federation 
representing all the many branches of Nonconformity was 
apparently never dreamed of. Presumably the difficulties 
seemed too overwhelming, but subsequent results have de- 
monstrated that, with few exceptions, these difficulties were 
but superficial and could be surmounted if only approached in 
the right spirit. Towards the close of the nineteenth century 
it became obvious that if the Free Churches were really to hold 

943 
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their own in the midst of political and religious strife some 
definite and decisive step would speedily have to1)e taken with 
a view to bringing about the formation of a National Free 
Church Council.. Although the idea had been in the hearts of 
members of the various Nonconformist Churches for many years, 
it was not until February 20, 1890, when an article appeared in 
the Methodist TimeSy prepared at the request of the Rev. Hug^ 
Price Hughes, to whom, possibly above all other men, the Move- 
ment owes its existence. Though the proposal was taken up 
with great enthusiasm, it was not until nearly three years later 
that the first Congress of Free Churches was held in Manchester. 
A welcome fact soon made itself clear to the delegates attend- 
ing that Conference. It was that the differences between the 
various sections of Nonconformity did not affect the substance 
of their faith, but arose merely from variations in method or 
interpretation. Questions which had divided the Free Churches 
for hundreds of years — such as the Ministry, the Sacrament, 
and the Fellowship — were brought forward, and it was quickly 
seen that much practical religious work might be accomplished 
in common. 

Encouraged by the success of the Manchester Conference, 
representatives of the Free Churches met again in the Spring 
of 1894, this time in Leeds. A great constitutional question was 
thrashed out in the course of the deliberations, the matter at 
issue being whether the representation should be denomi- 
national or territorial. Many leaders of Nonconformist 
thought of the day supported denominational representation, 
but such a proposal was most strenuously opposed by others. 
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes urged that territorial representa- 
tion would avoid sectarian distinction and evade the possibility 
of committing separate Churches to any particular policy. His 
method, he contended, would also mean that representatives 
would attend the Conference, not as denominationalists, but 
simply as Evangelical Free Churchmen — a fact which in itself 
would demonstrate to the world that in essence the Free 
Churches were one. And the territorial principle has ruled 
ever since. 

It was decided at the Leeds meetings that in future each 
Congress should have an official president, and the Revs. 
Thomas Law and J. M. Gwynne Owen were appointed 
Organising Secretaries to promote the establishment of Coun- 
cils throughout the country. When the Conference was held 
in the following year at Birmingham, the representative element 
was for the first time predominant. Organising work was 
carried out on a larger scale, and when the Conference 
assembled at Nottingham, in 1896, a definite representative 
constitution was adopted, and the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes 
]^d the highly-deserved honour of presiding at the first 



i4-f I^IiiJ^ CHVRdk mPORMAfiOlf. ' 

National Council of the Evangelical Free Churches. At the 
Nottingham Congress Mr. Law was appointed Organising 
Secretary, quitting his pastoral charge at Birmingham as a 
minister of the Methodist Free Churches, and coming to 
London, where the headquarters of the movement were 
established at the Memorial Hall. The Congress is now 
recognised as an annual institution, having in turn been held 
in London, Bristol, Liverpool, Sheffield, Cardiff, Bradford, 
Brighton, Newcastle, Manchester, Birmingham, and Leeds. 
Since 1896 the Free Church Council has progressed with giant 
strides. The yearly gatherings have shown a continually 
growing representation, and they have been marked by a steady 
increase of religious power and influence. 

A review of the work of the Council is well-nigh impossible, 
its sources of activity being so many and so varied. But 
perhaps one of its best-known acts was the drawing up of 
the " Free Church Catechism," which achieved a remarl^ble 
success — one hundred thousand copies being sold within a 
month. It had long been felt that the common Articles of 
Faith held by all the Evangelical Free Churches should be 
preserved in simple and intelligent language, and a committee 
was appointed to consider whether the task was a practicable 
one. The work was found to be much easier than had been 
imagined, the differences being merely in expression, and by 
no means radical. It was found that the beliefs were capable 
of interpretation in plain language, to which all parties could 
assent, and the Catechism, when drawn up, furnished striking 
evidence of the essential unity of the Free Churches. 

From the very commencement of its existence the National 
Council has consistently emphasised the spiritual nature of its 
objects, the splendid work accomplished by its three missioners, 
Gipsy Smith, Mr. W. R. Lane, and the Rev. J. Tolefree Pair, 
being generally appreciated. In 1901 a huge simultaneous 
mission, covering the whole of the country, was undertaken, 
and as many as five thousand missions were conducted at one 
time. A more recent development has been the holding (^ 
Conferences for the deepening of spiritual life. At Harrogate 
in 1906 a " Free Church Keswick '* was held, and an even more 
ambitious movement was inaugurated last year by the holding 
of a Free Church Summer School at Cambridge for the study of 
religious and social questions. Dr. Rendel Harris, the President, 
was chief organiser of this movement. 

In addition to this national work. Local Councils are con- 
tinually undertaking open-air missions, services in public 
institutions, and carrying on temperance and social redemptive 
work. 

An important offshoot of the National Council has been the 
free Church Qirls* Ouild, which has established nearly five 
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kundred branches thronglj^at the country, and fifteen of these 
have permanent homes. 

Another rapidly developing branch of the work is the 
publication department, which issues the "Free Church 
Council Hymnal"— of great service for Missions, P.S.A.'s, 
and Churches generally; the Gipsy Smith's Publications, 
including his " Life Story," " Gipsy Smith's Favourite Solos," 
" Gipsy Smith's Birthday Book," &c. ; a series of volumes, 
" Eras of Nonconformity," and another series, " Little Books on 
the Devout Life." The standard of this latter series may be 
judged from the fact that it includes Dr. Horton's ''Open 
Secret" and Dr. Rendel Harris's "Guiding Hand of God." 
Two new series of books are in course of publication — the 
first of these, " Books on the Inner Life," commenced with 
Mr. Walker's volume on the " Holy Spirit." The other series 
is likely to be epoch-making ; it deals with the " Re-statement 
of Great Doctrines," and the first volume is Dr. Monro Gibson's 
" Inspiration and Authority of the Holy Scriptures." 

Education has always taken a leading place in the Coxmcil's 
work — ^a fact which has been continually emphasised during 
the past few years. It must be borne in mind that the 
organisation is in no sense a political one, but when the 
Education Act of 1902 was introduced politics and religion 
were forced to become integral parts of the same opposition. 
The new educational policy assailed so directly the Noncon- 
formist position with regard to sectarian teaching that the 
Oouncil found itself compelled to step into the political arena, 
and since that time a continual warfare has been waged in its 
behalf. When the country was in the throes of a General 
Election in 1906, the splendidly-organised machinery of the 
Free Churches made itself apparent, and in the most remote 
parts of the country meetings were arranged for the single 
purpose of denoimcing the educational policy of the late 
Government. Undoubtedly this agitation partly accounted 
for the tremendous turnover in the political complexion of 
the country. The strife is still forced to continue, however, 
and one of the most interesting questions discussed at the 
present time is the thorny subject of education. 

The increase in the number of Local Councils shows how 
rapid and remarkable has been the progress made. After the 
Leeds Congress the work of organising was commenced in 
earnest, and when the delegates reassembled at Birmingham 
the following year they were informed that one hundred and 
ttiirty Local Councils had been formed, two-thirds of which 
had already undertaken house-to-house visitation. In that 
branch of work Bradford led the way, Leeds, Birmingham, and 
other towns following close behind. The growth of that first 
year has more than continued, and at the present time over 
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nine hundred Local Councils and fifty District Federations of 
Councils are at work in England and Wales. In addition^ 
bodies affiliated with the National Council have been estab- 
lished in the principal towns in America, South Africa, New 
Zealand, Australia, &c. In other words, the National Council 
roughly comprises half the religious community of the country, 
and we cannot help feeling that the ambition of the Rev. Hugh 
Price Hughes to have " a Nonconformist Parliament for the 
common objects of the Free Churches " has been more than 
realised. 



THE EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCHES. 

Obigin and Distinctive Features of the 
Denominations. 

We give below a brief account of the origin and features of the 
several denominations which are included among the Evangelical 
Free Churches. The names and addresses of the principal 
officers of the several denominations will be found at the end 
of this book. 

THE BAPTISTS. 

It has been claimed that the Lollards were really Baptists, and 
there are expressions in the writings of some of the Beformers, 
such as Wyclif and T3mdale, which appear to favour Baptist 
views. Most if not all the Baptists or Ana-baptists who suffered 
death for their opinions during the Eeformation period were 
immigrants from the Low Countries. Doubtless there were also 
Englishmen who held that the immersion of believers only is 
taught in the New Testament as early as the reign of Henry VIII. 
and Edward VI. There is a Baptist Church at Bythorne, in 
Kent, which, according to its traditions, was founded in the year 
1550. But the strongest presumptive evidence of the existence 
of these early English Baptists is to be found in the Statute Book 
and in the Articles of the Established Church. Acts of Parlia- 
ment were passed in the thirty-second year of Henry VIII. and 
the third year of Edward VI., which exempted from the general 
pardons offered those who held "these heresies and erroneous 
opinions hereafter ensuing, that is to say, that infants ought hot 
to be baptized, and that they ought to be re-baptized when they 
come to lawful age," &o. The 28th Article of the Church of 
England, as framed by Cranmer and Eidley, declared that "the 
custom of baptizing young children is both to be recommended 
and by all means to be retained in the Church." This was 
afterwards altered as follows : " The baptism of young children 
is in any wise to be retained in the Church as most agreeable 
with the institution of Christ." A mere handful of isolated 
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Blemish immigrants could hardly have had sufficient importance 
to obtain notice in the Statute Book and in the Thirty-nine 
Articles. After the Elizabethan Settlement, in 1578, two Dutch 
Baptists suffered by fire in Smithfield. Nevertheless, only eleven 
years after, Dr. Some, a strong opponent of the Baptists, testifies 
to the fact that there were then several Baptist communities 
in London and other places. In 1620, just before the death 
of James I., a number of Baptists published a petition to the 
king, in which they argued that Scripture is the only rule of 
faith, and that persecution for conscience' sake is not only 
prejudicial to the Commonwealth, but "against the doctrine 
of Jesus, the King of kings." Apparently these Baptists were not 
Calvinistic. The persecution of Baptists, as well as other Non- 
conformists, grew hotter and hotter, and a number of them took 
refuge in New England, among these being Eoger WiUiams, 
afterwards founder of the colony of Ehode Island, the first 
Government in Christendom to guarantee absolute rehgious 
equality to all its citizens. Under the Commonwealth and the 
Protectorate the Baptists rapidly increased in number. After the 
Bestoration of Charles II. the Baptists suffered much persecution 
in common with the Independents, Presbyterians, and Quakers, 
from which they were delivered by the Toleration Act of 1689. 
From that time forward they have never ceased to take an 
honourable part in every struggle for the extension of religious 
freedom. 

For a long time there were two main bodies of Baptists — the 
Particular or Calvinistic, and the General or Arminian. When 
some of the General Baptist Churches drifted into Arianism^ 
which Churches, if still existent, are now associated with the 
Unitarians, those General Baptists who continued to hold 
Evangelical views formed the New Connexion of Greneral 
Baptists. The Particular Baptist Churches formed the Baptist 
Union in 1813, but General Baptist Churches were admitted to 
membership in 1835. At the final meeting of the General 
Baptist Association of the New Connexion at Burnley in 1891, 
a resolution to completely amalgamate with other Baptists was 
passed, and the Churches connected therewith joined the various 
county associations. 

THE CONGEEGATIONALISTS. 

In Modern England there were necessarily Free Churchmen 
before it was possible to form Free Churches. Congregational 
principles may be discovered in the writings of some of the 
Reformers, and there are traces of a Separatist or Independent 
Church as early as the reign of Queen Mary. The earliest of such 
Churches whose history is certainly known was that of which 
Bichard Fitz was the minister, whose members were thrown into 
the Bridewell prison in 1567 ; that at Norwich, of which Eobert 
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Browne was the minister; and that of St. Andrew by thcp 
Wardrobe, London, with which John Greenwood was connected, 
and possibly also his fellow-martyrs, Henry Barrow and John 
Penry. Barrow, Greenwood, and tenry were hanged for denying 
the ecclesiastical supremacy of the sovereign, and several of their 
associates died in London prisons. A Httle later an Independent 
Church was formed, first at Gainsborough and then at Scrooby, 
on the northern border of Nottinghamshire, most of whose 
members sought refuge from persecution in HoUaaid. The 
Scrooby Church, after settling at Leyden, and having John 
Bobinson as its minister, conceived the idea of founding a colony 
in America ; and under the leadership of Bradford and Brewster 
about a hundred of its members and their children crossed the 
Atlantic in the Mayflower, and founded Plvmouth colony. 
Holland afforded a shelter to other Separatist refugees beside the 
Pilgrim Fathers, more especially during the persecution by 
Archbishop Laud. These men returned at the outbreak of the 
Civil War, and some of them were appointed parochial ministers. 
The Parliamentary party, when once the war began, mainly inclined 
to Presbyterianism ; but in the Westminster Assembly of Divines 
five Independents, whose spokesman was Philip Nye, claimed 
liberty of conscience at the hands of the Presbyterian majority. 
By the Act of Uniformity, following the Eestoration, the position 
of Independents and Presbyterians in the EstabHshed Church 
was dehberately made untenable. Not only had these ministers 
to surrender their livings for conscience* sake, but many of them 
suffered prolonged imprisonment for the crime of preaching the 
gospel to their former flocks. The persecution was terminated 
by the Bevolution of 1688, which was followed by the passage 
of the Toleration Act. Soon afterwards a union was arranged 
between the Independents and the remnant of the English 
Presbyterians ; but early in the eighteenth century a disruption 
arose over the Trinitarian Controversy, when rather more than 
half the London ministers declined to subscribe to distinctly 
Trinitarian articles. Modern Congregationalists are the legiti- 
mate descendants of the orthodox minority. Throughout meir 
history the Congregationalists, with whom Baptists must be 
included, have been the strenuous advocates of civil and religious 
liberty. 

The Congregational Union of England and Wales was formed 
in 1831, and incorporated in 1902. Its Assemblies meet in the 
earing and autumn. Neither the Assemblies nor the County 
Unions have any legislative authority over the Churches, but 
the County Unions annually return the names of ministers 
and Churches to the Union of England and Wales, so that 
they, and not the National Union, are responsible for the 
recognition or non-recognition of persons claiming to be Congre- 
gational ministers. Under the Constitution adopted in 1904 
the Council pf the Qongregational Union of England and Wale$ 
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is elected by the County Unions, and this provision makes the 
Union in effect a federation of County Unions as well as of 
individual Churches. In the Congregational Churches the 
minister and other officers are elected by the vote of the 
members, and new members are admitted by direct vote of 
the Church. 



THE PEBSBYTEEIAN CHUECH OF ENGLAND. 

The English Eeformation was mainly the work of the State, 
but throughout its struggles and triumphs it is easy to trace a 
strong stream of tendency toward a Presbyterian polity in the 
writings and actions of some of the Eeformers. 

Throughout the reigns of Elizabeth, James L, and Charles I., 
many of the clergy had strong Presbyterian leanings. Although 
a Presbyterian organisation of the Church was impossible, 
private efforts were made by clergymen to introduce its features in 
their own parishes and districts — efforts which were frustrated by 
the hostility of the Crown and the prelates. 

Under the Long Parliament the Westminster Assembly of 
Divines was convened, consisting of English Divines with a few 
representatives of the Church of Scotland ; and Episcopacy 
was abolished. The assumption of supreme power by Cromwell 
checked the organisation of the Church of England on Presby- 
terian lines which the Parliament had commenced, but left the 
Presbyterian clergy otherwise undisturbed. At the Eestoration 
a large proportion of the ministers ejected in 1662 were 
Presbyterian in their sympathies, and they naturally suffered 
their full share. in the persecution which followed the passing 
of the Act of Uniformity. After the Toleration Act was passed 
in 1689 a virtual fusion between the Presbyterian and the 
Independent Nonconformists was attempted, with only temporary 
success. 

During the course of the eighteenth century most of the 
congregations which still called themselves Presbyterian became 
Arian, and in the end Socinian, in their views ; though a few, 
especiallj^ in the North of England, remained faithfid to their 
Evangelical traditions. 

During the last century the influx of Scotchmen into England 
was naturally followed by the multiplication of Presb3^erian 
congregations. In ld36 the Presbyterian Churches of Lanca- 
shire and the North of England, some of them dating back from 
the ejection of 1662, formed a Synod, which at first was aJUied 
with the Church of Scotland, and, after the Disruption in 1843, 
with the Free Church. Congregations had also been formed in 
England by members of the United Presbyterian Church, which 
in 1876 numbered about a hundred. In that year a complete 
union was effected, and 258 congregations combmed to form the 
Presbyterian Church of England. 
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THE WESLEYAN METHODIST CHUECH. 

The .Evangelical revival of the eighteenth century was an epoch 
in the religious life of the Anglo-Saxon race second only in its 
importance and its far-reaching effects to the Eeformation itself. 
While it had a powerful and beneficent effect upon the Established 
Church, and upon the older Nonconformity, its chief result was 
the foundation of a Church which, when all its offshoots are 
included, outnumbers any other Christian community of the 
English-speaking peoples. 

John Wesley and his younger brother Charles, when at the 
University of Oxford, in conjunction with a few kindred spirits, 
formed a little society nicknamed the "Holy Club" and the 
'* Methodists," whose members frequently met for prayer and the 
study of the Scriptures, and devoted their leisure to the visitation 
of the sick and of the prisoners in the gaol. Among this little 
company was George Whitefield. 

Early in 1739 Whitefield, finding the churches of Bristol closed 
against him, began to preach in the open air, and attracted great 
multitudes. He begged Wesley to come to his help, and the 
work was continued for several weeks with great success, and in 
the summer of that year the first Methodist chapel was com- 
menced. Meantime Whitefield had commenced his open-air 
work in London, and Wesley, on his return, continued and 
extended it, the old Foundry at Moorfields being converted into a 
meeting-house. In 1742 the Methodist movement was extended 
to Newcastle and Lincolnshire, but in the meantime Wesley's 
early prejudices against lay preachers had been overcome by 
seeing the results of their work, and he soon had many such 
helpers. In 1743 the two brothers drew up rules for the 
members of the Methodist Societies. From this time forward 
the extension of Methodism was rapid throughout England, and 
the movement soon gained a strong foothold in Ireland and 
Scotland. John Wesley himself travelled about 5,000 miles a year, 
and is said to have preached more than 40,000 sermons. He and 
his helpers often endured bitter persecution at the hands of the 
mob, and sometimes narrowly escaped with their lives. The 
Calvinistic Controversy caused an estrangement between White- 
field and the Wesleys, though this breach was partially healed in 
their later years.. In 1744 the first Conference of Methodist 
preachers was held, and though it became an annual gathering, 
only in 1784 did it receive a legal constitution. In that year 
John Wesley drew up a Deed of Declaration containing the names 
of one hundred jpreachers who were to form the Legal Conference. 
These had powers to admit proper persons into the ministry and 
to station the preachers. As early as 1760 Methodism had been 
planted in America, and more than once Wesley sent out 

Sreachers to extend the work. At length, in 1784, Wesley 
etermined to ordain Dr. Coke as superintendent or bishop, the 
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Methodists at this time having nearly three hundred preachers in 
American colonies. He had long before rebelled against the 
parochial system of the Established Ghoroh, but this ordination 
was a much wider departure. In his later years Wesley 
ordained ministers for England also. After the death of Wesley 
in 1791 an inevitable controversy arose as to the administration 
of the Sacraments, which resulted in complete establishment of 
Methodism as a fully-organised Church. The circumstances 
under which various ofbhoots of Methodism broke away from the 
parent stem will be found in the pages immediately following this 
sketch. 

Methodism rapidly extended itself, not only on the North 
American continent, but also in the West Indies, South Africa, 
and the Australian colonies, where affiliated Conferences have 
been long established. In Canada and New Zealand Methodist 
reunion has already been effected. 

From time to time the powers of laymen have been increased 
in the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and in 1878 it was deter- 
mined that at the Conferences in future 240 laymen should sit 
with ail equal number of ministers in representative session, to 
whom should be referred all business not affecting ministerial 
character and pastoral work. 

THE CALVINISTIC METHODISTS. 

The Welsh Calvinistic Methodist Church is an offspring of the 
great Evangelical revival of the eighteenth century. Its precursor 
was Griffith Jones, of Nonconformist parentage, rector of 
Llanddowror, who by means of itinerant schoolmasters taught 
many thousands of Welshmen to read their Bibles. The majority 
of the people, through the neglect of the clergy, had lapsed into 
practical heathenism, when almost simultaneously with the early 
evangelistic efforts of Wesley and Whitefield in England, HoweU 
Harries, Daniel Bowlands, and others in Wales commenced 
a like movement. Most of this little group were curates of 
the Established Church, but they were dismissed from their 
curacies, and some of them were refused priest's orders by the 
bishops. 

The first Methodist Association Meeting was held in 1743, 
at Watford, Glamorganshire, under the presidency of George 
Whitefield. From this time till the end of the century only the 
word '"Methodist" was used, but when at last the Wesleyan 
Methodists commenced active work in Wales a distinctive 
appellation was necessary in order to denote the difference 
between the two bodies. It was thus that the term "Cal- 
vinistic " was adopted. 

At the first Meeting it was resolved that the members should 
receive the Sacrament at the parish church "until the Lord 
open a clear way to separate from her communion," t.e., from 
the communion of the Established Church. More than half 
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a century elapsed before the way seemed clear to the majority. 
Meanthne many who declined to receive the Sacrament at the 
hands of ungodly clergymen were deprived of that means of 
grace, and not a few congregations insisted that their preachers 
should be ordianed. At length, pursuant to a resolution passed 
at Swansea in 1810, a number of preachers, both in North and 
South Wales, were ordained in 1811, and from that time the 
Calvinistic Methodist body became a fully organised Church. 

In 1823 a Confession of Faith was drawn up, which is in 
harmony with the Articles of the Established Church. The 
Calvinistic Methodist Church is Presbyterian in government, and 
it is duly represented at the triennial General Councils of the 
Alliance of Beformed Churches holding the Presbyterian system. 
In the statistical reports of these Councils the figures of the 
Calvinistic Methodist Church appear. For that reason the name 
will not be found in the International Statistics. 

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH. 

The United Methodist Church was formed last year (1907) by 
the imion of the Methodist New Connexion (founded 1797), the 
Bible Christian Methodist Connexion (1815), and the United 
Methodist Free Churches (1857). All these communities were 
distinguished from the Wesleyan Methodist Church by their 
principles of Church government only. In doctrines, hymnology, 
means of grace, and organisation, they maintained the Methodist 
tradition. As these Churches were all founded to claim or em- 
body the rights of the laity in the Church, the differences between 
them were small. In the course of their separate history they 
conformed more and more to a common type in usage, until it 
became evident that no useful purpose was served by remaining 
apart, albeit their growth and vigour qualified them to continue 
their separate work more efficiently than ever, if necessary. More- 
over in their locaUties and institutions they complemented and 
supplemented one another in a remarkable way. The example 
of the federation of the Free Churches in the national and local 
councils and the association of these three Churches in such 
united labours, assisted the growing desire for union. Promi- 
nent workers in Free Church Council matters became the leaders 
towards this union. Among them were Revs. W. Redfern, Dr. 
D. Brook, M.A., Mr. Robert Bird, J.P., and Dr. W. J. Townsend ; 
and the last years of the Rev. F. W. Bourne were cheered by the 
approach of that for which he had wrought and prayed so long. 

Four years were occupied with negotiations and consultations 
of the circuits of the three Churches and their annual Conferences. 
The proposals of the Joint Committee on Methodist Union were 
received with a very large measure of approval, and the union was 
accomplished without the loss of one Church or any members. 

A private Act of Parliament, " The United Methodist Church 
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Act, 1907," was necessitated by the enrolled legal documents of 
the three Churches. It was simply an enabling Act, sanctioning 
a Conference for the purpose of uniting the three Connexions* 
That Conference was empowered to adopt such a constitution 
and such doctrinal tenets as its members might resolve upon; 
and the Act gave power to the Conference of the United Church 
to make any desired changes at decennial periods, subject to the 
reference of such to the circuits, and the approval of two con- 
secutive annual Conferences. The Conference is the supreme 
court of the Church, and is composed of ministerial and lay 
members in equal numbers, elected by the annual district 
meetings. 

The Uniting Conference was held in the historic Wesley 
Chapel, City Eoad, London, a gracious and significant privilege 
offered by the parent Methodist Church and much appreciated. 

The United Methodist Church has three missionary spheres in 
China, missions in East and West Africa, in Jamaica, and Central 
America. 

THE PEIMITIVB METHODISTS. 

The first Primitive Methodist Conference was held at Hull 
in 1820, when it was found the denomination comprised eight 
Circuits, 48 travelling preachers, 277 local preachers, and 7,842 
members. The new body had its rise through the strenuous 
Evangelical activity of Bourne and Clowes, who were Methodist 
laymen in North Staffordshire. Like the earliest leaders of 
Methodism, the fathers and founders of Primitive Methodism 
felt constrained to go out into the highways and byways and 
compel men to come in. In America camp meetings were one 
of the chief features of Methodist revivals, and Bourne insisted 
upon holding them in England, notwithstanding the pro- 
hibition of the Wesleyan Conference. Though Bourne was 
the chief originator and the life and soul of the Camp Meeting 
movement, he was warmly seconded by others — chiefly by 
William Clowes, a Wesleyan class-leader and local preacher, 
who afterwards became a flaming evangelist in many parts of 
England. This persistence of the leaders of the Camp Meeting 
movement naturally led to their enforced separation from the 
parent body, and to the creation of independent societies, who, 
in 1811 took the name of Primitive Methodists. In the first 
Conferences of these Societies the lay representatives out- 
numbered the itinerant or travelling preachers by two to one. 
By the Deed Poll of the Connexion (1830) this preponderance 
of the lay element in the chief assemblies of the denomination 
— ^the District Meetings and Conference — ^was made a permanent 
feature of its polity. 

The early history of Primitive Methodism is one of the most 
romantic chapters in the annals of modem Christianitv* 
Working men and ^mall tradesmen made almost incrediblo 
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saorificeB of their scanty means, and the preaching of the 
gospel in the open air was persistently carried on amidst the 
savage brutality of lawless mobs, varied by occasional prosecu- 
tions before the magistrates. The movement spread with 
wonderful rapidity not only among the working classes of the 
great towns and mining districts, but also among the labouring 
people of the villages; for the Primitive Methodist preachers, 
both itinerant and lay, gradually won the goodwill of the people 
by their disinterested zeal and ubiquitous activity. 



THE SOCIETY OF PBIENDS. 

The Society of Friends, sometimes called Quakers, was 
founded by George Fox in the Commonwealth period. George 
Fox repeatedly travelled the length and breadth of the country 
as an itinerant preacher, and his followers, who were the most 
advanced Nonconformists of their time, suffered terrible per- 
secutions, especially in the reign of Charles II. Theologically 
the Quakers were in the main Evangelical, but they held pro- 
nounced views on the unlawfulness of oaths, of military duty, 
and of a professional ministry. For a long time they preserved 
a distinctive simplicity in speech and in dress which distin- 
guished them from the rest of the community, and it was 
"required of members that they should not marry out of the 
Society. They objected not only to instrumental music, but 
also ta singing in public worship, and as no one is expected to 
speak unless "moved by the Spirit," their meetings are some- 
times partially, if not wholly, silent. Men and women sit apart 
in meeting. Members of the Society, whether male or female, 
may be called to the ministry, but the ministers of the Society 
are not paid stated salaries, and as a rule they are not paid at all. 

Although the Society of Friends can hardly be regarded as a 
propagandist body, it sustains active missions in some of the 
poorest districts of London, and it has been the pioneer of 
the Adult Sunday School movement, which is especially strong 
in the Midland districts. Owing to the early age at which large 
numbers of the working population leave school, they soon lose 
most that they have learned. The Adult Sunday morning School 
enables them to pick up much that they have lost, and brings 
them again under direct Christian influences. 



THE INDEPENDENT METHODISTS. 

The Independent Methodists are an ofishoot of the Wesleyan 
Church, chiefly to be found in Lancashire and other coimties in 
the north of England. Their constitution is democratic, and 
their ministers, following the example of the Society of Friends, 
are unpaid, except that they maintain evangelists. 
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THE WESLETAN BEPOBM UNION. 

The Conference of this body has been in existence for nearly 
sixty years. Bepresentatives from the Independent Methodists 
attend the Wesleyan Beform Union Conferences. There are 
about 200 chapels and preaching places, mostly in Yorkshire and 
the Midland Counties. «^ 



THE MOEAVIAN CHURCH. 

This body of Christians was formed from amon^ the followers 
of Huss ; organised in 1457 as the Brethren's Unity ; repressed 
in the beginning of the Thirty Tears* War, 1621 ; descendiajits of 
the Church survived in Moravia, and settled in 1722 at Hermhut, 
in Saxony, on the estate of Count Zinzendorf . In 1735 Orders of 
the Moravian Church were resumed ; spread into Holland, Den- 
mark, England, and America ; developed extensive mission work 
in the Colonies, and engaged in wide educational activity at home 
and abroad. The Church is composed of three Provinces — 
Germany, England and America — each independent within its 
oVm sphere, and all constituting the Brethren's Unity. In con- 
stitution, ritual, and doctrine the Church is one — foreign missions, 
leper mission at Jerusalem, missions in Bohemia and Moravia, 
b^ng the joint responsibility of all. Elected General Synods are 
held every ten years, representatives of all the provinces and 
foreign missions. The Governing Board of the Unity is elected 
at these svnods. Each province appoints its own executive at its 
Erovincial Synods. 



THE SALVATION ABMY. 

The Salvation Army necessarily ranks among Evangelical 
denominations, although it is not exactly a Church. It freely 
appeals to all Evangelical Christians for sympathy and support, 
and its operations are conducted upon Free Church lines. The 
Army is Methodist in its origin; its founder. General Booth, 
was for fifteen years a Methodist New Connexion minister. In 
1865 he established " The Christian Mission " in the East End 
of London. As the Mission extended, Mr. Booth, who was 
greatly assisted in his work by the members of his own family, 
engaged a number of helpers, and about 1878 the Mission 
became known as The Salvation Army. The authority of The 
General is as absolute as that of John Wesley in his lifetime, 
and he has the power of nominating his successor. 

A few years ago the Salvationists began to take up social 
work on a large scale. They have now in this country a 
large number of shelters, slum-posts, rescue homes, labour 
bureaux, factories, &c. 

The Salvation Army has now branches in most of the countries 
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of Europe, in the United States, the British Colonies, India, 
Ceylon, and Japan. In all there are more than 20,000 Officers 
and employ is engaged in the work. 



"*^ THE PBEE CHUEOH OP ENGLAND. 

This body, whose first Convocation was held in 1864, is 
Episcopal and Protestant, ** free to go into any parish to preach 
the gospel, free to use a revised prayer-book, free to associate the 
laity with the clergy in the Government of the Church, and free 
to hold communion with other Christians." 



COUNTESS OP HUNTINGDON'S CONNEXION. 

Selina, Countess of Huntingdon, in 1748 appointed Whitefield 
as her chaplain, and afterwards erected a number of chapels in 
which the Liturgy of the Church of England was used, though 
the preachers were not usually ordained dergjrmen. Not a few 
of these chapels have become distinctly Congregational, but a 
number still remain faithful to their original traditions, and hold 
an Annual Conference. 



"CHUECHES OP CHBIST.'' 

The ** Churches of Christ" are Churches pleading for the 
union of all Christians by an unqualified return to primitive 
Christianity in all its simplicity and purity, and the acceptance of 
the New Testament as the sole and absolute authority in all 
matters of faith and practice. 

They hold that in the Kingdom of God there are no such 
distinctions as " Clergy" and " Laity," but that all Christians are 
priests unto God. They avoid the use of all clerical titles and 
advocate the adoption of scriptural names only for the people of 
God. They believe that faith, repentance, confession and baptism 
are for the remission of sins, and that those who comply with 
these conditions thereby become members of the Church of God. 
They endeavour to adopt the apostolic form of Church govern- 
ment and edification, and believe that the New Testament teaches 
the weekly observance of the Lord's Supper, whilst they decline 
any financial assistance for the Lord's work except nrom the 
Lord's people. 

The " Churches of Christ " are Evangelical and willing for the 
most part to co-operate with all lovers of humanity in the various 
beneficent, social, and rescue movements of the day» 
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THE UNCLASSIFIED. 

Beside the Evangelical Free Churches already noticed, there 
are a considerable number of congregations unassociated with 
any particular denomination. Most of these congregations owe 
their existence to the evangelistic zeal of some particular person, 
or of a group of Christians of various denominations banded 
together lor Home Missionary work. Support is drawn from 
the Evangelical public generally, and necessarily such operations 
are conducted, as far as possible, on non-sectarian lines, though 
such congregations properly rank as Free Churches. In the 
metropolis many sucn missions exist, and some of them conduct 
operations on a large scale. They are -also to be found in most 
of the great provincial towns, but their very isolation makes 
it impossible to collect any trustworthy information as to their 
number and strength. 



FREE CHURCH STATISTICS. 

ENGLAND AND WALES. 

Before making use of the figures given in this Section of the 
Year Book, the following explanations and cautions must be 
taken into account, otherwise mistakes are sure to occur. The 
figures are taken from the latest published Tear Books and 
Reports of the organised Evangelical Free Churches. All the 
tables fail to represent the full strength of the Free Churches. 
For example, the Salvation Army only appears in the return of 
sitting accommodation with approximate figures, while the 
Society of Friends does not appear in that return. The 
" Brethren," of whom there are three or four sections, publish 
no statistics at all. No account is taken of the Undenomina- 
tional Missions, some of which operate on a very large scale in 
London and the great towns, nor of the work of those City 
Missionaries who labour under the superintendence of Noncon- 
formist ministers, nor of institutions like the Stockport Sunday 
School Society, where members of different denominations in 
large numbers work side by side, nor of the isolated congrega- 
tions of Protestant Churchmen who have been driven into 
unwilling Nonconformity by the extreme Ritualism of local 
clergymen. It should be borne in mind also that there are 

18 
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other bodies ontside the Established Chnrch which are not 
ranked as Evangelical — ^the Unitarians, the New Jerusalem 
Church (Swedenborgian), the Jews, and the Roman Catholics. 

It will be seen that the Evangelical Free Churches now 
provide 8,483,925 sittings, an increase of more than 80,000 
over last year's figures, without reckoning the unclassified ; 
while there is a decrease of nearly 18,000 in the number of 
communicants. In fact, the figures show a general tendency 
towards depression which appears to be due to reaction after 
the revival in Wales. The Union of the three denominations — 
the United Methodist Free Churches, the Methodist New 
Connexion, and the Bible Christians — is matter for sincere 
congratulation, and they now appear as the United Methodist 
Church. 

It should be borne in mind that there are chapels not 
associated with the Baptist Union which send in no returns, 
and are consequently unaccounted for in statistics here given ; 
these are more than a set-off against those " Union Churches " 
which appear in both the Congregational and Baptist Year 
Books. 

It would be advantageous if those denominations which do 
not collect annual returns of sitting accommodation would do 
so at fixed periods, any increase being reported ad interim to 
the chapel secretary. . The Wesleyans have such a return every 
ten years, but the chapel secretary is always able to report the 
increase from year to year on application. 

As to the comparative and international figures in which the 
Anglican Church appears, the "Church of England Year Book," 
says in referring to sittings, " the apparent decrease in the total 
may be accounted for partly by the closing of several large 
Churches in London and elsewhere, and partly by the omission 
of certain important parishes hitherto included." The apparent 
decrease, also,^ in the number of communicants is probably due 
to the fact that, whereas formerly the clergy were asked to give 
an estimate, they are now asked to give the number of 
communicants at Easter, at which time, according to the 
Prayer Book, all should communicate. Under the old schedule 
the figures were somewhat over-estimated, under the new 
schedule they show their Church at some disadvantage. The 
same remark applies to the return of Sunday School Teachers 
and Scholars. It would, therefore, be unfair to the Anglican 
Church to compare the figures now given with those of the 
previous year. 

The basis of the calculations in these pages is derived mainly 
from the excellent and invaluable work that Mr. Howard Evan^ 
has done in the field of ecclesiastical statistics. 
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Sitting Accommodation. 

Baptists 

Congregationalists ... 

Presbyterians ' 

Wesleyan Methodists... 
Primitive Methodists... 
United Methodist Choroh 
Salvation Army 
Calvinistio Methodists 
Wesleyan Bef orm Union 
Independent Methodists 
Chnrohes of Clirist ... 

Moravians 

Countess ol Huntingdon's Connexion 
Free Church of England 
Reformed Episcopal Church 



The Society of Friends has no returns of sittings. 



. ... • ... 


... 1,866,292 


. ... ... 


... 1,698,269 


. ... ... 


... 177,304 


. ... 


... 2,800,686 


. ... ... 


... 1,045,644 


... 


... 746,076 


. ... 


... 608,600 


. • ... 


... 496,080 


. ... ... 


48,035 


. ... ... 


33,000 


• ..» ... 


25,000 


. ... ... 


10,000 


onezion 


16,000 


* ... .V. 


8,140 


*». 


6,000 


Total 


... 8,483,926 



COMMUNICANTS. 



Baptists 


... 405,765 


Congregationalists 


469,983 


Presbyterians 


85,755 


Wesleyan Methodists 


... 618.680 


Primitive Methodists 


... 204,053 


United Methodist Church ... 


164,071 


Calvinistic Methodists 


... 187.768 


Society of Friends . . . (Members) 

Churches of Christ 


17,767 


14,326 


Independent Methodists 

Wesleyan Bef orm Union ... 


9,188 


8,636 


Jdoravians 


3,070 


Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion 


2,620 


Beformed Episcopal Church 


1,278 


Free Church of England 


1,352 



Total 



2,184,102 



Sunday-school Teachers. 



Baptists 


66,426 


Congregationalists 

Presbyterians 


66,303 


8,136 


Wesleyan Methodists 


132,116 


Prhnitive Methodists 


60,451 


United Methodist Church . . 


42,699 


Calvinistic Methodists 


27,805 


Independent Methodists 


3,000 


Wesleyan Bef orm Union .. 


2,760 


Society of Friends 

Churches of Christ 


1,901 


1,719 


Moravians 


688 


Countess of Huntingdon's Coi 


tmexion 640 


Free Church of England 


361 


Beformed Episcopal Church 
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Total 



406,061 
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Sunday-school Scholars. 

Baptists 565,503 

Congregationalists 690,184 

Presbyterians 88,609 

Wesleyan Methodists 991,029 

Primitive Methodists 470,095 

United Methodist Church 822,756 

Calvinistio Methodists 193,689 

Society of Friends 65,032 

Independent Methodists 27,307 

Wesfeyan Reform Union 21,915 

Churches of Christ 16,811 

Moravians 4,570 

Free Church of England 4,196 

Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion 4,700 

Reformed Episcopal Church 2,600 

Total 3,468,996 



Ministers, 



• 



Baptists 1,977 

Congregationalists 2,238 

Presbyterians 316 

Wesleyan Methodists 2,248 

Primitive Methodists 1,102 

United Methodist Church 762 

Calvinistic Methodists 921 

Moravians 34 

Reformed Episcopal Church 28 

Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion 30 

Free Church of England 24 

Wesleyan Reform Union 17 

Total 9,697 

Local Preachers. 

Baptiste 5,413 

Congregationalists 5,466 

Wedeyan Methodists 21,246 

Primitive Methodists 16,259 

United Methodist Church 5,621 

Calvinistic Methodists 818 

Weslevan Reform Union 433 

Churdies of Christ 580 

Independent Methodists 424 

Total 55,760 

COMPARATIVE STATISTICS FOR ENGLAND AND 

WALES. 

Church Accommodation. 

Sittings. 

Free Churches (including accommodation of all 
kinds [except cottage meetings], where 

Sunday services are regularly held) 8,483,925 

Anglican Church ^eluding Churohes, Chapels of 

Ease, Mission Rooms, <&o. , and other buildings) 7,240,136 

* These figures relate only to ministers engaged in pastoral worlc, 
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Communicants. 



Free Churches 
Anglican Church 



Sunday-school Teachers. 



Free Churches 
Anglican Church 



Sunday-school Scholars. 



Free Churches 
Anglican Church 



2,184,102 
2,053,455 



405,061 
206,873 



3,468,996 
2,538,240 



COMPARATIVE TABLE, 1896-1907. 



The following figures show the increase in 
and the Anglican Church during the last few 



Sittings- 
Free Churches 

Anglican Church 
Communicants — 

Free Churches 

Anglican Church ... 
Sunday School Teachers — 

Free Churches 

Anglican Church ... 
Sunday School Scholars — 

Free Churches 

Anglican Church ... 



1896. 



1899. 



7,643,000 7,993,708 
6,778,288 6,948,928 



1,834,686 
1,840,351 

376.850 
204,612 

3,184,367 
2,367,362 



1,911,924 
1,920,140 

388,160 
206,271 

3,350,224 
2,410,209 



the Free Churches 
years. 

1902. 1907. 

8,084,133 B,483,925 
7,051,559 7,240,136 



1,983,650 
2,004,493 

388,780 
203,213 

3,323,888 
2,854,656 



2,184,102 
2,053,455 

405,061 
206,873 

3,468,996 
2,538,240 



INTERNATIONAL FIGURES. 

(Not to be used for comparative purposes.) 

The striking figures given below should not be compared with those of last 
year, inasmuch as ^ey are practically the same, their international figures only 
being collected every four years. 

Presbyterians. 

Ministers. Members. S.S. Teachers B. Scholars. 
United Kingdom 
Europe 
Asia ... 
Africa 
N. America 
S. America 

W.I. Islands 

Australia 

New Zealand 

New Hebrides 

27,752 6,137,328 295,877 3,817,711 



5,313 


1,536,807 


89,207 


1,041,334 


5,491 


947,258 


12,219 


366,045 


216 


62,244 


221 


8,779 


352 


211,724 


1,262 


54,110 


15,557 


2,280,485 


181,475 


2.234,510 


41 


6,000 


— 


— 


28 


12,017 


986 


12,283 


532 


49,310 


7,130 


69,137 


197 


28,000 


3,340 


28,529 


25 


3,483 


64 


2,984 
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Methodists. 

General view of Wesleyah Methodism at the death of John Wesley— 313 
preachers, 119 cirooits and mission stations, and 76,968 members. In the 
United States 97 circoits, 198 preachers, and 43,265 members. 

In 1837 the membership in Great Britain and Ireland was 318,716 ; in foreign 
mission stations, 66,007 ; in Upper Canada, 14,000 ; while the American Con- 
ferences had charge of 650,678 members. Total for the world, 1,049,401, with 
4,478 ministers. 





Ministers. 




oaarea 

MMBbik 
Uid 

Protein. 


OlBoars 

Mid 

TeaolierB. 


Sondfty 
Soholm. 


Wbslbyan Methodists— 












Great Britain 


... 2,445 


19,672 


539,146 133,108 1,000,819 


Ireland 


249 


601 


29,198 


2.664 


26,121 


Foreign Missions 
French Conference 


.. 654 


4,309 


134,131 


7,355 


108,838 


43 


77 


1,685 


189 


2,067 


South African (English) 

„ (Native) ... . 


138 


319 


9,925 


1,309 


11,992 


96 


4,740 


95,567 


1,707 


27,506 


*Methodist New Connexion (Home) 204 


1,123 


41,875 


10,959 


87,741 


» i> (Foreign) 11 


165 


4,466 


63 


659 


Pbimitivb Methodists (Home) . 


.. 1,115 


16,007 


206,630 


60,461 


470,095 


„ „ (Foreign). 


54 


252 


5,018 


— 


— 


*BiBLE Chbistians (Homc) 


.. 206 


1,515 


32,737 


7,416 


45,847 


„ (Foreign) 


17 


5 


4,994 


30 


• 2,170 


Wesleyan Bevobm Union ... 


17 


530 


8,689 


2,808 


22,323 



*United Methodist Fbee Chubches 

(Home) 

*United Methodist Fbee Chubches 

(Foreign) 

Independent Methodist Chubches 399 — 

AusTBALASLL— Methodist Church... 959 4,441 



438 2,983 84,464 24,324 189,168 



30 460 



18 739 485 5,986 

9,614 3,104 28,045 

144,875 24,694 232,048 



United States — 

Methodist Episcopal 18,997 

Union American Meth. Episcopal 138 

African Methodist Episcopal ... 6,190 

African Union Meth. Protestant 128 

African Methodist Episcopal Zion 3,596 

Methodist Protestant 1,551 

Wesleyan Methodist 402 

Methodist Episcopal (South) ... 6,835 

Congregational Methodist ... 415 

Congregational Meth. (coloured) 5 

New Congregational Methodist 238 

Zion Union Apostolic 30 

Coloured Methodist Episcopal ... 2,209 

Primitive Methodist 74 

Free Methodist 1,044 

Independent Methodist 8 

Evangelistio Missionary 72 

Canada— Methodist Church ... 2,304 

Totals 



14,028 

15,885 

750 

1,520 

1,135 

4,718 



2,786 

138 

1,299 

27 
3,707 



3,236,661 357,085 2,933,820 

18,500 — — 

842,023 — — 

3,887 900 

545,073 14,404 

183,894 16,680 

17,909 — 

1,614,645 109,655 ] 

24,000 

319 — 

4,022 — 

2,346 — 

214,987 7,098 

6,976 — 

33,043 7,376 

2,569 — 

3,014 -^ 1,200 

323,343 34,479 290,835 



2,770 

122,467 

126,031 

18,344 

1,040,748 



79,876 
11,754 
40,660 



51,311 103,192 8,448,964 828,343 6,999,429 



* These Churches are now united and form the United Methodist Church. 
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Baptists. 












Chuirches. 


Pastors. 


Members. 


S. Boholars. 


British Empibe — 












Great Britain, Ireland, 


and 










Channel Islands 




3,017 


2,138 


429.877 


587,160 


Dominion of Canada, etc. 




1,212 


554 


120,311 


72,874 


India and Ceylon 




1,376 


790 


140,424 


42,739 


Australasia 




298 


235 


25,787 


34,402 


South Africa 




52 


41 


5,457 


4,201 


Other Colonies 




315 


64 


44,589 


27,189 


FOBEION COUNTRTKR 




56,412* 


42,389* 


5,429,372* 


2,457,666 


Grand Totals 


... 


61,681» 


46,206* 


6,195,817* 


3,226,221 



CONGRBGATIONALISTS. 



United Kingdom 
British Colonies 
United States 
Foreign Missions 
Asia 



Oomts. 


8. S. Teachers. 


8. Sobolars. 


498,953 


69,575 


729,347 


t58,671 


t5,660 


t59,102 


♦763,166 




J796,861 


85,888 


— 


65,581 


13,643 


§81 


10,209 



1,419,721 



1,661,100 



COMPARATIVE INTERNATIONAL STATISTICS. 
Evangelical Free Churches. 



Methodists ... 
Baptists 
Presbyterians 
Congregationalists 



Ck>mt8. S. S. Teachers. S. B. Scholars. 



8,448,964 


828,843 


6,929,429 


6,195,817 


— 


3,226,221 


5,137,828 


295,877 


8,817,711 


1,419,721 


— 


1,661,100 



21,201,830 



15,634,461 



• (1) " Disciples of Christ," U.S.A. (11,110 churches, 7,153 ministers, 1,264,758 
memoers), are not included in grand totals. A very large proportion of those 
who bear this name hold a view as to the necessity of immersion to salvation, 
which is rejected by the Baptists of America. 

(2) This summary is corrected to the year 1907. The figures given above include 
the approximate number of accredited members in recognised Baptist Churches, 
but do not include those who, holding the principle that baptism is a profession 
of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, are to be found in other denominations. On 
the other hand, deductions should be made of those who, not being Baptists, are 
to be found among Baptist Churches having Open Membership. 

f These are only approximate figures, some returns not having been made. 

X These figures include the American Board of Congregational Foreign 
Missions. 

§ The Japan figures give no Sunday School Teachers, while those from Syria 
give neither Sunday School Scholars nor Teachers. 
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FUSE CHURCH mFORMAJlON. 



Anglican Church. 

(From the Church of England Year Book, 1907.) 



England and Wales 

Ireland (estimated) 

Scotland 

United States 

India, Colonies, and Missions 



Comts. 8. 8. Teachers. 8. 8. 8oholarB. 
2,068,455 206,873 2,538,240 



150,000 

49,378 

849,586 

628,163 

8,730,582 



48,912 



24,294 
453,428 



Several reports from missionary dioceses are repeated year after year, but all 
missionary reports are more or less incomplete. 



Comparative International Figures, 1896-1907. 
(Communicants.) 



Churches. 
Free Churches 
Anglican 



1896. 1899. 1902. 1907. 

16,625,152 17,523,849 19,055,555 21,201,830 

3,122,526 3,286,573 3,463,251 3,730,582 
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THE FREE CHURCHES ON THE 
MISSION FIELD. 

We are able to give statistics showing the operations of the 
principal Free Churches on the Mission field. In the following 
table we show first the figures with regard to the principal 
Free Church Societies, and afterwards the totals for British, 
American, and German Societies, followed by the totals for 
Christendom. Perhaps the striking feature about these figures 
is the comparative small total number of those engaged in the 
great work of the evangelisation of the heathen world. We 
believe the figures are worthy of careful study. We are in- 
debted for the principal items of this table to the excellent 
summary published in The Missionary Review of the World. 



Society. 


! 


§1 

oi 

127 

242 

64 

170 

64 

20 

8 

196 
622 


1 

1 


1. 

S| 

ioQ 


1 


1 


Baptist 

London (Con^pregational) 
Society of Fnends 
Wedeyan Methodist . . 
Presbyterian Church of England 
Welsh Calvinistic 
Primitive Methodist . . 
United Methodist Church 

Moravian 

•China Inland 


161 

41 

286 

46 

17 

14 

688 

206 

853 


662 
6,978 
1,114 
4,708 

430 

4,620 

29 

1,843 
897 


961 
2,200 

243 
8,688 

806 

296 
38 

272 
660 


18,606 

86,388 

2,798 

106,442 

9,900 

8,670 

2,200 

28,199 

82,684 

16,230 


22,402 

90,824 

11,924 

149,247 

2,100 

8,942 

8,400 

8,815 

21.008 

8,500 


United Free Church (ScotiandJ 
Presbyterian Church of Ireland 


205 
54 

8,718 
2,446 
1,100 

8,687 


288 
66 

4,341 

3,478 
965 

9,962 


8,828 
862 


1,320 
60 


45,987 
2,670 


86,901 
2,170 


Total British Societies (aU de- 
nominations) 
„ American „ 
„ German „ 


40,882 

26,760 

6,933 


14,986 

12,817 

8,768 


565,179 
646,180 
240,883 


619,399 
344,213 
139,891 


Totals for Christendom (1907) 


95,876 


40,636 


1,816,460 


1,804,906 


(1905) 


8,472 
8,147 
6,605 


9,367 
8,070 
6,260 


89,336 


31,461 


1,764,182 


1,246,127 


(1900) 


62,866 


26,108 


1,869,426 


1,086,724 


„ (1896) 


66,118 


22,681 


996,793 


786,002 



' Undenominational. 
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FIELDS OF LABOUR, KTC. 

The following summaries give the fields of labour, income, 
Ac, of the various Free Church Societies : — 

Baptist.— Fields of labour : India, Ceylon, China, Africa, 
Italy, Brittany. Income, £84,121. 

London (Congregational).-^Missionaries labour in India, 
China, Madagascar, South and Central Africa, Polynesia, and 
New Guinea. Home income, £137,188 ; from Mission field, 
£35,076. 

Colonial (Congregational). — Missionaries or Ministers 
labour in Newfoundland, Canada, Jamaica, New Zealand, 
Queensland, Western Australia, and South Africa. Home 
income, £5,945. Increased income urgently needed. 

Wbslbyan Methodist. — Its fields include France, Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, India, Ceylon, Burma, China, South Africa, West 
Africa, West Indies, Central and South America. Income, 
£208,307 8s. Id. ; Women's Auxiliary, £20,219 2s. 6d. 

Pbbsbytbrian. — Chief fields : Provinces of Fukien and 
Quantung in South-East China, Island of Formosa (Japan), 
Singapore, Sultanate of Johore, Bengal, Aleppo (Syria). 
Expenditure, £34,500. 

Primitive Methodist. — Spheres of labour: Island of 
Fernando Po on West Coast of Africa, South Africa, Central 
Africa, and Southern Nigeria. Income, £7,267. 

United Methodist. — 165,502 in Church membership and 
21,773 on probation for Church membership. Principal centres 
where Missionaries reside : China — Tientsin, Tong Shan, Yung 
Ping Fu, Chu Chin Tsai, Wu Ting Fu, Ningpo, Wenchow, 
Chao Tong, Tong Chuan, Fuh Kuan Tsuen, Lao-wa Tan, Miao 
country ; EAST AFRICA — Mageras, Ribe, Jomvu, Golbanti, 
Tana ; JAMAICA— various towns and villages ; CENTRAL 
Ahebioa — Chiriqui Mission, Bocas-del-Toro ; West Africa — 
Bo, Moyamba, Tikonkoh, Pangumah, &c. Colleges at Ningpo, 
Wenchow, and Tientsin. Income last year, £16,625 5s. 

Independent Methodists. — One male and pne female 
Missionary labour in Sehore, Central India. Income, £400, 
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Moravians. — Fields of labour in Labrador, Alaska, Cali- 
fornia, the West Indies, the Moskito Coast, Demerara, Surinam, 
South Africa (East and West), East Central Africa, West 
Himalaya, Palestine (Leper Home, Jerusalem), and Australia, 
Income, £100,037 (including £2,150 for Leper Home, 
Jerusalem). 

Wbslbyan Reform Union. — Mr. Song Sin Knang is 
labouring at Sin Chau, Honan, China. Income, £475 4s. 2d. 

Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion.— Sierra Leone 
Mission. — ^This Mission, which traces its history from the life- 
time of the Countess, was transferred to Sierra Leone in 1792. 
Since 1853 the Connexion at home has had oversight of the 
work. Much financial help is also received from congregations 
of the Free Church of England. The staff consists of one 
English Missionary, two native ordained Ministers, 14 native 
catechists and schoolmasters, and 27 local preachers. The 
communicants number 775, with 817 on trial, and 821 scholars 
in Sunday Schools, 592 in Day Schools. Amount raised in 
1906-7 in England, £574, and in Sierra Leone, £648. 



Disciples of Christ.^-Iu co-operation with the Foreign 
Christian Missionary Society (U.S.A.) this Socety has fields 
of service in India, China, Japan, Tibet, Africa, Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark, Turkey, Asia Minor, Mexico, Hawaii, Cuba, 
and Philippine Islands. 

Calvinistic Methodist.— Fields of labour are in the 
Khasia and Jaintia Hills, the plains of Sylhet and Cachar, 
North Cachar Hills, and the North Lushai Hills — all in Assam, 
India ; and also in Brittany. Income, £15,596 3s. 7d. 

Society of Friends. — Fields of labour : Pemba Industrial 
Mission, in Island of Pemba, Africa : carried on under direct 
control of the Society of Friends ; income, 1906, was £1,986. 
Under Friends' Foreign Mission Association in India, Mada- 
gascar, Syria, China, and Ceylon ; home income, 1907, £28,398, 
in the field, £4,159. Other work in Constantinople, under 
separate organisation. 

China Inland Mission.— This Society, which is unde- 
nominational, carries on work in fifteen of the eighteen 
provinces in China. Income, £78,531 7s. 6d. 
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THE FREE CHURCHES AND 
TEMPERANCE. 

The growth of Temperance sentiment in the Free Churches 
may have been slow, but it has now taken a thorough hold. 
In connection with nearly all the denominations flourishing 
Temperance organisations exist, and a large number of the 
Churches make the Temperance Movement part of their 
regular work. 

We give short summaries showing what most of the Free 
Church denominations are doing in Temperance work. 

Baptist. — The percentage of ministers now abstainers 
exceeds 90, and is yearly increasing, while nearly the whole 
of the students in the Colleges are pledged abstainers. Over 
2,275 Bands of Hope have more than a quarter of a million of 
members. Above 2,185 Churches use unf ermented wine at the 
Communion. Two evangelists are now engaged in work 
amongst the Churches, and in the summer a Gospel Temper- 
ance Van is supplied by voluntary service of ministers. 

Congregational. — ^During the year 1906 the Congregational 
Total Abstinence Association, which had been carried on for 
thirty-two years as an independent society, was definitely 
affiliated witii the Congregational Union of England and Wales. 
A Committee appointed by the Congregational Council is now 
the Executive body. This change has been followed by the 
creation of twenty-four Temperance Committees working in 
connection with the local County Unions. There were about 
2,100 Congregational ministers in the United Kingdom when 
the society was founded. About five hundred of these were 
abstainers. There are over 3,000 ministers now, 2,400 of 
whom declare themselves to be abstainers. The income of the 
Association last year was £461. 

Wbslbyan Mbthodist. — For many years practically all 
the men who have entered this denomination as ministers have 
been total abstainers. The Bands of Hope number 5,102, with 
a membership of 455,008 ; while adult Temperance Societies 
reach 2,323, with 141,359 members. The Central Temperance 
Fund amounts to about £800 a year. 

United Methodist.— It is estimated that out of 903 
ministers 818 are total abstainers. All the students in the 
Ministerial Colleges are believed to be abstainers. There are 
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1,359 Bands of Hope and other Temperance organisations at 
work, with a membership of 128,081. 

Indbpbndbnt Methodists. — ^A careful estimate of the 
Temperance Movement in the Churches of this body of 
Christians gives 406 ministers as total abstainers out of 424. 
In a membership of 9,526 probably 8,900 are teetotalers. In 
the Sunday Schools there are 3,000 teachers and 27,307 scholar^ 
out of whom 2,900 teachers and 25,192 scholars are recorded as 
being united to the Temperance cause. 

Churches op Christ. — ^Amongst these Churches there are 
19 Evangelists, 5 Missionaries in Burmah, and 4 in Siam, all of 
whom are total abstainers. In the 188 Churches of this 
denomination there are 14,326 members, of whom about 95 
per cent, may be reckoned as total abstainers. 

Countess op Huntingdon's Connexion.— The ministers 
in the Connexion, numbering in all 33, are, with few exceptions, 
total abstainers. 

Society op Friends. — There are 387 recognised ministers 
in Great Britain ; with very few exceptions they are total 
abstainers. The income of The Friends' Temperance Union 
last year was £382, including endowments. 

Presbyterian Church op England.— There are 279 
abstaining ministers and all the students in this Church. The 
Total Abstinence Society in connection with it does not 
attempt much definite work beyond stimulating congregations 
through Presbyteries to do their own, and" circulating literature. 

Calvinistic Methodists. — Information is incomplete on 
Temperance matters. As to ministers and students, it is 
estimated that most, if not all, are practically total abstainers. 
Four hundred and seventy-seven adult Temperance Societies 
embrace a membership of 68,841, while 693 Juvenile Societies 
have 43,910 members. Of the 1,411 Churches of the Denomina- 
tion, 1,180 use unfermented wine at the Lord's Table. 

Primitive Methodist. — ^An inquiry made some time ago 
shows that 99 per cent, of the ministers, 88 per cent, of the 
local preachers, and all the ministerial students in college are 
abstainers. In connection with Sunday Schools there are 2,248 
Band of Hope societies, and 424 adult societies. The latest 
census of the schools gives 277,454 juvenile abstainers and 
117,399 adults- 



270 FREE CHURCH INFORMATION, 

DiSCIPLBS OF Christ. — All the ministers are abstainers, 
and 95 per cent, of Church members. The expenses of 
Temperance work are defrayed by each Church in Band of 
Hope and Adult Societies. 

Moravians. — Temperance work is carried on in several of 
the Society's Mission Fields ; the latest Society to be started 
being one on the coast of Labrador, to combat the baneful 
influence and example of Newfoundland traders and fishermen. 



LEGAL INFORMATION FOR FREE 
CHURCHMEN. 

The following is a short statement of some of the principal 
provisions of the law specially affecting Free Churchmen. The 
information itself does not profess to be exhaustive. Fuller 
particulars will be found in the " Free Churchmen's Legal 
Handbook" (National Free Church Council, Memorial Hall, 
2s. 6d. net). A special department has also been insti- 
tuted in connection with the National Council for advising 
Free Churchmen upon all legal questions involving their 
interests. Legal questions affecting Free Churchmen are 
answered free of cost in the Free Ghurch Chronicle^ the 
organ of the National Council. 

Places of Wobship. 

Meetings of Free Churchmen for religious worship are now 
legal, provided that they come under one of the following 
heads : — (I) Meetings in a private dwelling-house ; (2) an 
assembly for religious worship, meeting occasionally in any 
building not usually appropriated for places of religious 
worship ; (3) an assembly not within (1) and (2), at which 
there shall be present not more than twenty persons besides the 
immediate family and servants of the person on whose premises 
such meeting is held ; (4) an assembly not within (1) or (2) of 
any number of persons if the building has been duly certified 
to the Registrar-General. In the last two cases the doors of the 
building must not be locked or barred. Every place of Meeting 
for religious worship should be registered. A form of registra- 
tion may be obtained from the Superintendent-Registrar of 
Births, Deaths, and Marriages of the district in which the 
place to be registered is situated. This form should be filled 
up and sent to the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths, and 
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Marriages through the Superintendent-Registrar. On registra- 
tion a fee of 2s. 6d. is payable, and a copy of the Registrar- 
GeneraPs Certificate of Registration may be obtained for a 
further payment of 2s. 6d. A list of all registered places 
can be inspected at the Superintendent-Registrar's ofi&ce on 
payment of Is. The advantages of registration are, amongst 
others : — 

(1) The building becomes exempted from rates. 

(2) The minister of the building is exempted from serving 
on juries. 

(3) The provisions of the Charitable Trusts Acts do not 
apply. 

(4) Any person disturbing public worship therein is liable 
to a fine not exceeding £5, or two months' imprisonment. 

(5) Any such place of worship may be registered for the 
solemnisation of marriages. 

Where a new chapel is substituted for an old one the old 
Certificate of Registration must be cancelled and a new one 
obtained. 

Exemption from Rates. 

Duly certified premises exclusively appropriated for religious 
worship are not liable to be rated in respect of Poor Rates. 
Premises used as Sunday Schools or Ragged Schools may be 
exempted by the local authority from any rates levied by them. 
It must be remembered that the use of chapels and school- 
rooms for entertainments, &c., for admission to which a charge 
is made, renders the building liable to be rated, though it is not 
the custom of local authorities to enforce their rights where 
the entertainment is for a charitable purpose. The question 
frequently arises whether the trustees of a place of religious 
worship are liable for the expense of making and paving new 
streets. The answer to this question depends upon the Act of 
Parliament operative in the district where the place of worship 
is situated. If the premises are in the Metropolis, the local 
authority are empowered to compel the trustees to pay. Under 
the Public Health Act, 1875, according to the interpretation put 
upon Section 151 by the Courts, the trustees have been held 
liable to pay, but in places where the Private Street Works Act 
of 1892 is in force Section 16 of that Act exempts trustees from 
liability provided that the premises are actually appropriated 
and used for religious worship. If, however, the expenses are 
levied under the Highway Act of 1835, there is in no case any 
liability upon the trustees. 

Charities. 

A Charity includes every disposition of property intended to 
maintain or propagate the Christian religion, and th^r^ore all 
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Free Church property is charitable and falls prima fade under 
the control of the Charity Commissioners and the Charitable 
Trusts Acts, 1853-1887, but places of worship duly registered, 
together with any forecourt, yard, garden, burial ground, 
vestry, or caretaker's house used with a registered building, 
or any Sunday Schoolhouse or other land or building certified 
by an order of the Charity Commissioners to be held upon the 
same trusts as any registered building. Missionary Societies, 
Publishing-houses, and Book-rooms, are exempted from the 
Statutes. Any property, therefore, falling under the above 
heads may be sold without the approval of the Charity 
Commissioners. 

Appointment op Trustees. 

New trustees may be appointed in three ways. First of all, 
by deed ; secondly, by a memorandum under the Trustees 
Appointments Acts of 1850-1890 ; thirdly, by an order of 
the Court or of the Charity Commissioners. For full details 
see the " Free Churchman's Legal Handbook," at p. 55 s^q. 

Gifts to Charities. 

Assurances of land by gift are void unless they are enrolled 
in the Central Ofi&ce of the Supreme Court within six months 
after the making of the assurance and within twelve months 
before the death of the donor. Such assurances may be made 
by Will, but the land must be sold within one year from the 
testator's death, unless the Court or Charity Commissioners 
extend the time. Where a gift is made to a Charity of money 
directed to be expended on the purchase of land, the gift will 
take effect as though there had been no such direction. 



Free Church Ministers. 

A Free Church minister who is a regular minister of a duly 
certified place of worship is exempt from serving on a jury or 
in the militia, or from being appointed Churchwarden or Over- 
seer of the Poor. He is disqualified from election as councillor 
or auditor in a municipal borough. He is not, however, dis- 
qualified from election (1) as a Member of Parliament, (2) as a 
County Councillor, (3) as a Borough Councillor in London. It 
has been held by the Privy Council that he is entitled to be 
called Reverend. 

It may be noted here that under the Finance Act, 1907, 
a minister is entitled to claim a deduction from income tax in 
respect of study rent, such deduction not to exceed one-eightl^ 
of the rent of the house in which he resides, 
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Marriages. 

When parties intend i to be married, notice of their intention 
must be given to one or more Superintendent-Registrars 
according as the parties are living in the same or different 
districts. The notice must specify whether the marriage is to 
be solemnised without licence or by licence. A blank form of 
notice can -be obtained from every Superintendent-Registrar. 
Where the marriage is without licence the parties must have 
resided at least the last seven days in the district before giving 
the notice, and if both parties have not resided in the same 
district, notice must be given to the Registrars of the districts in 
which they have respectively resided. Where marriage is by 
licence, the residence must have been for fifteen days. The 
notice must also contain the name of the place of worship in 
which the marriage is to take place. This must be within the 
district except in the following cases : — 

(1) Where there is no registered building within the district 
in which marriages may be solemnised according to the forms 
desired by the parties. In this case the marriage may take 
place in the nearest district in which such a building exists. 

(2) If the marriage is to take place in the usual place of 
worship of one of the parties, and such place is a registered 
building out of their district, the marriage can take place there 
if it be not more than two miles beyond the district in which 
notice has been given and if the building has been specified in 
the notice. 

If the marriage is to be without licence, the Registrar will 
issue his certificate after the expiration of twenty-one days 
from the entry of notice. The marriage must take place 
within three months, otherwise the notice and certificate will 
be void. Where marriage is by licence the certificate and 
licence will be given after the expiration of one whole day 
after the day on which notice is given. The marriage can 
thereupon be solemnised. The marriage must be solemnised 
between eight o'clock in the morning and three o'clock in the 
afternoon. If in a registered place of worship, it must take 
place in the presence of the Registrar or authorised person and 
two or more witnesses. The doors must be open. Any form 
of ceremony may be adopted, provided that in some part of it 
each of the parties makes the following declaration : — ^" I do 
solemnly declare that I know not of any lawful impediment 
why I, A.B., may not be joined in matrimony to CD.." ; and 
each of the parties must also say to the other, "I call upon 
these persons here present to witness that I, A.B., do take thee, 
CD., to be my lawful wedded (wife or husband as the case 
may be)," or, " I, A.B., do take thee, CD. to be my wedded 

19 
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(wife or husband)." If these words are omitted, the marriage 
will be void. The marriage should then be registered, the 
entry being signed by the person officiating, by the Registrar, 
the parties married, and at least two witnesses. The marriage 
may also take place at the office and in the presence of the 
Superintendent-Registrar of the district. Under the Marriage 
Act of 1898 marriages may now be solemnised at Nonconformist 
places of worship without the presence of the Registrar. In 
that case (1) an authorised person must be appointed by the 
trustees or governing body of the place of worship in 
question ; (2) the building must possess a fireproof iron safe 
in a secure place within the building in which the books are to 
be kept, the key of which must be kept by the authorised 
person ; (3) the Marriage Register Books must be kept safely 
and supplied in duplicate. These books must in no circum- 
stances be used for a marriage in another building. No error 
is to be corrected by smearing it out or by writing upon it. 
No writing, not even an accidental blot, is to be erased by a 
knife or any other means. Before the solemnisation of the 
marriage the certificate or licence upon the authority of which 
the marriage is to take place must be delivered to the 
authorised person, and he must see that the certificate or 
licence specifies tiie place in which the marriage is to be 
solemnised as the place in which the parties are assembled, 
that it has been duly signed by the Superintendent-Registrar, 
and that the prescribed interval of twenty-one clear days in 
the case of a marriage by certificate and one clear day in 
the case of a marriage by licence has elapsed since the date 
of the entry of the notice, otherwise he must not proceed. He 
must also note that if three calendar months next after the 
entry of the date of the notice have elapsed since the entry of 
such notice, the certificate and licence which may have been 
granted will be void. The certificates and licences delivered to 
the authorised person as the authority for marriages are to be 
delivered at the end of each quarter to the Superintendent- 
Registrar with copies of the certified entries. A fee of sbcpence 
will be paid to him for each entry. When the Register Book is 
filled, one copy should be delivered to the Superintendent- 
Registrar of the district in which the registered building is situ- 
ated, and the other shall be retained in the prescribed custody. 



Pees. £ s. d. 

(1) For the Registration of the Chapel for the 

Solemnisation of Marriage ..• 300 

(2) For entering Notice of Marriage without 

Licence 10 

For the Certificate 10 



... 2 





... 1 





... 1 





... 1 10 





... 10 





... 10 
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£ s. d. 
To the Registrar, if he attends and registers the 

marriage 5 

If the parties reside in different districts, then for 

an additional Notice and Certificate ... 
For entering Notice of Marriage by Licence 

For the Certificate thereon 

The Licence 

Stamp on the Licence 

To the Registrar, if he attends and registers 

Where the marriage is solemnised under the Act of 1898, 
without the attendance of the Registrar, a fee of 4s. if the 
marriage is by Certificate, and 6s. 6d. if by Licence, is to be 
paid to the Registrar in lieu of the fee given above, but after 
August 12, 1908, no fee will be payable to a Registrar when he 
does not attend. 

Burials. 

Under the Act of 1880, Nonconformist burials may take 
place in a Churchyard without the rites of the Church of 
England. 

Forty-eight hours' notice in writing must be given to the 
incumbent by the person responsible for the burial. The 
following form may be used : — 

"I , of , being the relative (or friend or 

legal representative, as the case may be^ describing the relation 
if a relative)^ having the charge of or being responsible for the 
burial of A. B., of , who died at , in the 

parish of , on the day of , do hereby 

give you notice that it is intended by me that the body of 
the said A. B. shall be buried within the (here describe tJie 
Churchyard in which the body is to be buried) on the 
day of , at the hour of , without the performance in 

the manner prescribed by law of the service for the burial 
of the dead according to the rites of the Church of England ; 
and I give this notice pursuant to the Burial Laws Amendment 
Act, 1880. To the Rector (or as the case may be) of ." 

This notice must be left at the house of the clergyman or, in 
his absence, with the clergyman in charge of the parish, or any 
person appointed to receive such notices. Thereupon the burial 
may take place with Nonconformist rites. After the burial, 
the person responsible for the burial is to send notice thereof 
to the incumbent of the parish in the following terms : — 

"I , of , the person having charge of (or 

being responsible for) the burial of the deceased, do hereby 
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certify that on the day of A.D., of , 

aged , was buried in the Churchyard (or Graveyard) of the 
parish, (or district) of . To the Rector (or as the 

case may he) of ." 

Copies of these forms, together with a full statement of the 
law on the subject of burials in Churchyards, are sent free of 
charge on application to the Memorial Hall. 

The incumbent is entitled to be paid the fees that are paid 
in the case of Church of England burials. 

Such notice is no longer necessary for burials in consecrated 
ground except in a parochial Churchyard. Where the burial 
ground belongs to a Public Authority, it rests with the 
Authority to prescribe the length of notice required and the 
person upon whom it is to be served. It is no longer necessary 
for Burial Authorities to procure consecration of any portion of 
burial grounds provided by them, but the Secretary of State 
may direct consecration to take place if a reasonable number 
of people in the district so desire, and if the consecration 
fees have been paid or secured by those desiring consecration 
Further, though the Burial Authorities may themselves provide 
a chapel for general use in the unconsecrated portion, no chapel 
is to be built in the consecrated portion of the burial ground 
except at the expense of those who desire it. No fees are to be 
paid in future for burials in the consecrated portion except to 
the minister actually officiating. Where at the passing of the 
Act the incumbent was entitled to fees when a Nonconformist 
burial took place, it is not clear whether the incumbent remains 
entitled to such fees for fifteen years under Section 3 iv. 1 of 
the Burial Act, 1900. There have been expressions of judicial 
opinion that he does not remain so entitled, but the question 
has not yet been definitely decided. 

Conscience Clause. 

The present position of the law relating to children who 
are withdrawn from sectarian teaching in a Non-provided 
School seems to be widely misunderstood. The position is 
shortly as follows : — In the first place, children withdrawn 
under the Conscience Clause must not be kept in the same 
room in which the religious teaching from which they are 
withdrawn is being given. But this does not necessarily 
entitle them to be kept away from school until the religious 
lesson be ended. If there be separate accommodation on 
the school premises in which they can receive secular in* 
struction during the time set apart for religious teaching, it 
is open to the managers to make a rule requiring all children, 
whether withdrawn or not, to attend school at the same hour of 
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opening. But where there is no such separate accommodation 
such a rule cannot be enforced. Further, it is open to the 
Local Authority, by adopting the new by-law to intimate 
that children, even where there is separate accommodation, 
need not attend the school until the religious lesson is over. 
In that case, however, it is suggested by the Board of Education 
that the Local Authority should insist that the children so 
withdrawn should receive religious instruction elsewhere. 



TRAINING COLLEGES OPEN TO 
FREE CHURCHMEN. 

Westminster and Southlands Colleges are Wesleyan 
Institutions. The admission of candidates is governed by the 
Regulations issued by the Board of Education. Certain 
examinations have to be passed in order that a teacher n^iy be 
technically qualified, and every care is taken to ascertain that 
the student is morally and educationally suitable for admission 
to the Wesleyan Methodist Colleges. Under the recent Regu- 
lations no inquiry is made as to religious beliefs. 

The British and Foreign School Society has two 
colleges for men, at Isleworth and Bangor, and four colleges for 
women — at Stockwell, Darlington, Saffron Walden,and Swansea. 

Pupil teachers entering for their final examination under the 
provisions of Appendix D of the Regulations for the Training 
of Pupil Teachers, Bursars, and those who, not having been 
pupil teachers or bursars, will be more than eighteen years of 
age on the 1st of August next following the date of the 
Preliminary Certificate Examination, may make application for 
admission, on a form which will be supplied to applicants. 
The names of candidates must be notified to the Board of 
Education before September 1st of the year in which the 
Admission Examination is taken. The Society was founded in 
1808 to promote popular education on unsectarian Christian 
principles. The Bible is, therefore, included in the syllabus of 
subjects in which lectures are given at the college, and regular 
attendance at these lectures, as well as at morning and evening 
prayers, and on Sundays at some place of worship selected by 
the student himself, is required, due regard being paid to the 
exceptional cases provided for in Section 8 {d) of the Training 
College Regulations of the Board of Education. No religious 
test is imposed on entrance, and no preference is given on 
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religious or social grounds. It is, however, the desire of the 
Qoveming Body to train teachers who will do their work in an 
earnest spirit and from the highest motives. 

Applicants who are prepared to stay at college for two 
academical years, and who furnish satisfactory evidence of 
freedom from serious bodily defect or deformity, of sound 
health, of good character, and of aptitude for teaching, will be 
placed on the list of candidates. 

The students are chosen from among the candidates success- 
ful in the Preliminary Certificate Examination (except in the 
case of those who have already obtained some university or 
other distinction), but success in the examination alone is not 
sufficient to qualify for admission, and rejection may be 
necessary on grounds of either want of room in the college, 
or of ill-health or unfitness on the part of the candidate. In 
choosing students special weight will be given to evidence 
obtained in regard to the points indicated in the following 
questions : Has the candidate's conduct been in all cases 
good? Is he physically strong, well set up, and of good 
bearing ? Does he bring proof that in all respects he is 
a promising teacher? or, if he has not done any teaching, 
does he appear, on interview, to promise well as a teacher ? 
Does he read and speak well ? Is his general knowledge 
above the average ? Does he wish to read for a degree ? and, 
if so, is he likely to be able to take his degree while in collie 
or in the October following his departure ? and the like. 
An entrance fee must be paid in full by students on admission, 
but students are at no charge for instruction, board, lodging, 
washing, and medical attendance. Students* friends are ex- 
pected to provide for them during the holidays. The Committee 
reserves the right to require any student to withdraw before the 
end of the course (without return of fee) if misconduct, loss of 
health, insufficient progress in scholarship, or other cause should 
make such withdrawal desirable. The students assemble at 
the end of August or the beginning of September, and disperse 
immediately after the Government examinations at midsummer. 
Holidays are given also at Christmas and in the spring. Students 
whose homes are within easy reach of the college are occa- 
sionally allowed to spend Saturday afternoon and Sunday with 
their relatives. Those who remain in college during Sunday 
are expected to attend regularly some place of worship, the 
choice being left to themselves. 

Some " day students " are admitted at Swansea and SaflEron 
Walden. The Government arranges with the collies for the 
tuition of day students, and gives a bursary for maintenance of 
£25 a year to men and £20 to women. Residence in college is 
not only cheaper but more advantageous. Those who desire 
admission to any of the above-mentioned colleges may apply 
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to the Principals or (for any of the Society's colleges) to 
Mr. W. Prydderch Williams, at 114-116, Temple Chambers, 
Temple Avenue, London, E.C. 

The entrance fees are as follows : Stockwell, £25 ; Isleworth, 
£25 ; Darlington, £25 ; Swansea, £25 ; SaflEron Walden, £25 ; 
Bangor, £25. Students have also to pay for their own books. 
Special provision is made for students who study for University 
examinations. Each of the colleges has a curriculum of its 
own, which is approved by the Board of Education. 

The following are also undenominational residential colleges 
for women, viz.. Edge Hill, Liverpool ; Homerton, Cambridge ; 
Avery Hill, Eltham ; and Hereford. 

Homerton College, Cambridge.— For the training of ele- 
mentary school teachers under the management of the Congre- 
gational Board of Education. The college is absolutely unsec- 
tarian. The Entrance Examinations are Preliminary Certificate, 
London Matriculation, and several other examinations recog- 
nised 1 by the Board of Education. The period of training is 
usually two years, but may be extended to three years. A 
University Course qualifying for London degrees in Arts is 
open to students who matriculate before entrance. Only such 
students as have matriculated at London University before 
entrance and who show special aptitude for advanced work may 
take a University Course. All students taking an Arts Course 
must pass on entrance a College examination of an elementary 
but practical kind in Latin if they have not already passed a 
recognised examination in that language. Candidates who have 
not been pupil teachers should before entrance secure some 
experience in teaching. Students are admitted in September 
of each year. Fee, including board, lodging, tuition, and 
laundry for two years, £30. Principal, Miss M. M. Allan. 
All communications shoxdd be addressed to the Principal, 
Homerton College, Cambridge. 



FREE CHURCH SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS. 

General. 

Blackheath Home and School for the Sons and 
Orphans of Missionaries. Established 1842. Sons of all 
Evangelical missionaries connected with British Societies 
eligible for admission. Parents or guardians pay £18 for boys 
under ten, and £21 above. One leaving Scholarship of £50 
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for two years, and two South African Bursaries of £25 each, 
open to sons of missionaries only. Pupils admitted on terms 
to be had from the Head Master, Mr. W. B. Hayward, M.A. ; 
Hon. Secretaries, Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson, D-D., 16, New 
Bridge Street, Blackfriars, E.G., and Rev. C. E. Wilson, BJl.^ 
19, Fumival Street, E.G. ; Treasurer, Mr. Edward Unwin, 
27, Pilgrim Street, Ludgate Hill, E.G. 

Ghrist's Gollbgb, Blackbeath, S.E. A school recognised 
by the Board of Education. Principal, F. W. Aveling, M.A., 
B.Sc. (registered teacher). The building stands on gravel soil. 
The spacious grounds include a large cricket and football field, 
playground, gymnasium, cottage hospital, school chapel. 
There are four chemical laboratories, science room, fitted up 
with instruments for teaching light, heat, and electricity, room 
for photography, a carpenter's shop, swimming-bath. 

Mill Hill School. Founded 1807. Reconstituted 1869. 
A Public School. Entrance Scholarships of £30 to £90 a year 
are tenable as long as the holders remain in the schooL 
Twelve Exhibitions (value about 60 guineas per annum) are 
tenable by sons of Ghristian ministers. Other Scholarships 
tenable at London, Oxford, or Gambridge Universities. Head 
Master, Mr. J. D. McGlure, M.A., LL.D. (Trinity Gollege, 
Gambridge) ; Hon. Secretary, Mr. R. W. B. Buckland, Mill 
Hill, N.W. 

Taunton School. Established 1847. Affiliated by royal 
charter to the University of London. Several entrance and 
leaving Scholarships. Head Master, Mr. Gharles D. Whittaker, 
M.A. and LL.D. (Gamb.), B.A. and B.Sc. (Lond.) ; Secretary, 
Mr. R. A. Goodman, 3, Hammet Street, Taunton. 

Tettenhall Gollege, Wolverhampton. Education: com- 
mercial and professional. Laboratory, carpenter's and metal 
workshops, two playfields, swimming-bath, and gymnasium. 
Head Master, R. L. Ager, M.A., Rugby School, and Gorpus 
Ghristi Gollege, Oxford. Secretary, Rev. L. K. Fletcher, 
M.A., Lincoln and Mansfield Golleges, Oxford. 

Walthamstow Hall, Sevenoaks. For the education of 
the daughters of missionaries. Fees : under twelve, £18 per 
annum ; over twelve, £24, and £31 for those entering above 
that age. President and Hon. Secretary, Miss Pye-Smith, 
6, The Grove, Highgate, N. ; Lady Principal, Miss Hare ; 
Secretary, Miss Goodman, 5, Brunswick Ro«ad, Kingston 
Hill, S.W. Treasurer, Mr. W. Edwards, 34, Netberhall Gardens, 
Hampstead, N.W, 
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Congregational. 

Congregational School, Caterham Valley. Head Master, 
Rev. Horace E. Hall, M.A. (Lond.) ; Secretary, Rev. W. Monk 
Jones, M.A., 30, Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, E.C. The 
school was founded for the education of the sons of Congrega- 
tional miuisters. The present buildings are planned to accom- 
modate 150 scholars, but an increased income of £1,000 is 
necessary to meet expenditure if the full number are admitted. 

The education consists of the usual branches of English, 
Latin, German, French, Mathematics, Chemistry, Shorthand, 
Drawing, and Music. A limited number of pupils not sons 
of ministers are received from forty-four guineas per year. 
Special attention is given to the moral character of the boys. 
There are six Scholarships. The three usual terms and holidays 
are observed. A covered gymnasium, large recreation and 
cricket grounds, an infirmary, a swimming-bath, and car- 
penter's shop, chemical laboratory, drawing, music-rooms, &c., 
have recently been added. Admission, between the ages of ten 
and twelve, by election, in April and October, or by payment 
of £15, £20, £25, or nett cost (about £35). 

Applications for admission and all further particulars to be 
made to the Secretary, at the Office, No. 30, Memorial Hall, 
Farringdon Street, London, E.C. [A special Joint Committee of 
Caterham and Milton Mount Schools has recently been formed 
with a view to clear the debts, increase the income, and other- 
wise strengthen the position of the two schools. Secretary, 
Rev. W. Monk Jones, M.A., 30, Memorial Hall.] 

Milton Mount College, Gravesend, for the education of 
daughters of Congregational ministers. Head Mistress, Miss 
Woodall, M.A. (Mathematical Tripos, Camb.). Chairman of 
General Board of Management, Rev. H. Storer Toms ; Treasurer, 
Mr. John Carter ; Secretary, Rev. W. Monk Jones, M.A., 30, 
Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, E.C. A limited number of 
laymen's daughters are received. [A special Joint Committee 
of Milton Mount College and Caterham School has recently 
been formed with a view to clear the debts, increase the in- 
come, and otherwise strengthen the position of the two schools. 
Secretary, Rev. W. Monk Jones, M.A., 30, Memorial Hall.] 

SiLCOATES School, Saltburn (hitherto at Wakefield). 
Treasurer, Mr. T. P. Robinson, Wakefield ; Finance Secretary, 
Rev. Thomas Slevan, Headingley, Leeds ; Principal, Mr. J. A. 
Yonge, M.A. This institution was established in 1831 for the 
sons of ministers and missionaries. In the year 1856 it was 
determined to admit the sons of laymen on terms which, 
while moderate, were yet remunerative ; and for -the past 
thirty-five years the sons both of ministers and laymen have 
been eligible. 
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Wbslbtan Methodist. 

The Leys School, Cambridge. Head Master, Rev. W. 
T. A. Barber, D.D. This school is of comparatively recent 
foundation (1875), but already ranks high among the Public 
Schools of the country. Its governing body, staff, and rank 
and file include many of various denominations ; so also its 
unique Mission at City Road, London. The Mission premises 
cost twice as much as those of the school itsdf, which, 
however, include a beautiful chapel, assembly hall, swimming- 
bath, gymnasium, art and science schools, in addition to the 
usual domestic and scholastic quarters. Day-boys are not 
admitted. 

Wbstminbtbb Training College for Schoolmasters. 
Principal, Rev. Herbert B. Workman, D.Lit. ; Secretary, Rev. 
D. J. Waller, D.D. The college accommodates 127 resident 
students ; 127 residential students are now in residence ; also 
5 day students. 

Southlands Training College for Sghoolhistresses. 
Principal, Rev. James Chapman ; Secretary, Rev. D. J. Waller, 
D.D. ; Lady Superintendent, Miss M. A. Sargent. The college 
accommodates 130 students ; 130 students are now in residence ; 
also 13 day students. 

Trinity Hall School, Southport, for the daughters of 
Wesleyan ministers. Local Secretary, Rev. John Baker, M.A., 
16, Wellington Road, Oxton, Birkenhead ; Lady Principal, 
Miss C. H. Peet. 

East Anglian School, Bury St. Edmunds. Head 
Master, Mr. Samuel Leigh, B.A., J.P. 

Kent College, Canterbury. Head Master, Mr. F. M. 
Facer, B.A. 

Kent College, Folkestone. Head Mistress, Miss Brunyate, 
M.A. 

QUEENSWOOD, Clapham Park. Principal, Miss Ethel M. 
Trew. 

MOSSLEY Hall School, Congleton. Head Master, Mr. 
Llewellyn Mayson Penn, M.A. (Oxon.). 

Truro College. Head Master, Mr. Herbert W. Vinter, 
M.A. 
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West Cornwall College, Penzance. Lady Principal, 
Miss Hanna, B.A. 

Other Methodist Churches. 

Shebbear College, Devonshire (United Methodist). 
Head Master, Mr. T. Ruddle, B.A. 

ASHVILLB College, Harrogate (United Methodist). Head 
Master, Rev. Alfred Soothill, B.A. (London). 

Bourne College, Quinton, Birmingham, for boys. 
Governor and Head Master, Mr. T. J. S. Hooson, B.A. 

Bala Preparatory School (Calvinistic Methodist). 

Trevecca Preparatory School (Calvinistic Methodist). 
Principal, J. Howat, B.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. David Davies, 
Llandinam ; Secretary, Rev. Rees Davies, Talgarth. 



MINISTERIAL COLLEGES. 

CONGREGATIONAL. 

New College, South Hampstead. Principal, Rev. A. E. 
Grarvie, M.A., D.D. ; Chairman, Rev. R. B. Brindley ; 
Treasurers, Mr. Henry Spicer, J.P., and Mr. M. Holmes ; 
Secretary, Rev. Howard Staines, M.A., B.D., New College. 
Income from ordinary sources, £4,390. New College, estab- 
lished under that name in 1850, combines the following 
institutions for the training of Congregational ministers : Con- 
gregational Fund Board (1696), King's Head Academy, Homer- 
ton, Coward, Hoxton, and Highbury Colleges. Number of 
students, 45. 

Western College, Bristol. Principal, Rev. C. Chapman, 
M.A., LL.D. ; Chairman, Rev. H. Arnold Thomas, M.A., Bristol ; 
Treasurer, Mr. Thomas J. Lennard, J.P., Henbury Court, near 
Bristol ; Hon. Secretary, Rev. J. Charteris Johnston, Mount 
Warren, Torquay ; Secretary, Rev. W. F. Durant, The Western 
College. Income, £2,876. Number of students, 27. The 
Students for their Arts Course i attend Bristol University 
College. 
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YoRKSHiBB United College. Principal, Rev. E. Griffith- 
Jones, B.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. John Whitley, J.P., West 
House, Halifax ; Secretary, Rev. R. Briggs, M.A., Heckmond- 
wike ; Chairman of .governing body, Mr. A. E. Hutton, M.A., 
M.P., Crow Trees, Rawdon, near Leeds ; Deputy-Chairman, 
Rev. E. J. Saxton, Brighouse. By an order of the Charity Com- 
missioners, dated February 17, 1888, the Rotherham and 
Airedale Colleges were amalgamated and became one institution 
under the name of the Yorkshire United Independent College, 
and the operations of the United College have since been carried 
on at Bradford in the building hitherto known as the Airedale 
College. 

Chbshunt College, Cambridge. Treasurer, Mr. C. B. 
Brooke, J.P. ; Office, 36, Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, 
E.C. Income from subscriptions, donations, and congrega- 
tional collections, including £87 lOs. from Congregational 
Fund Board, £402 7s. Id., and from endowments, scholarships, 
and students' payments, £1,402 Is. 7d. This college is not 
exclusively denominational. Subscriptions should be sent as 
above. Requests for pulpit supplies should be addressed to the 
Resident Tutor, Cheshunt House, Hills Road, Cambridge. 

Hackney College, Hampstead, N.W, Principal, Rev. 
P. T. Forsyth, M.A., D.D. (Aber.) ; Treasurer, Mr. W. Marten 
Smith, 18, Cedars Road, Clapham Common, S.W. ; Secretaries, 
Revs. John Nunn, 6, Maitland Park Villas, Haverstock Hill, 
N.W., and Henry E. Arkell, 15, Carholme Road, Forest Hill, 
S.E. Expenditure for college purposes, £2,700 12s. Number 
of students, 30. 

Lancashire Independent College. Principal, Rev. 
W. F. Adeney, M.A., D.D. ; Chairman, Mr. Geo. Stanley 
Wood ; Treasurer, Mr. T. H. Rymer, Manchester ; Honorary 
Secretary, Rev. T. Kilpin Higgs, M.A., Oldham ; Financial 
Secretary and Librarian, Mr. Charles Goodyear, 39, Lincroft 
Street, Moss Side, Manchester. This college originated in the 
private instruction given to ministers by the late Rev. W. Roby, 
of Manchester. It was constituted a public institution in 1816. 
Number of students, 29. 

Mansfield College, Oxford. Principal, Rev. A. M. Fair- 
bairn, M.A., D.D., LL.D. ; Chairman of Council and of Educa- 
tional Board, Dr. Alfred W. Dale, Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Liverpool ; Treasurer, Sir Albert Spicer, Bart., 
M.P., 50, tipper Thames Street, E.C. ; Secretary, Mr. Norman H. 
Smith, M.A., Mansfield College, Oxford. This college, which 
was founded at Oxford in 1886, owes its origin to the action of 
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the trustees and council of Springhill College, Birmingham, 
who removed it to Oxford. The college is purely theological 
and non-residential. All its students must become members 
of Oxford University. 

The Congregational Institute for Theological and 
Missionary Training, Nottingham. Principal Emeritus, 
Rev. J. B. Paton, M.A., D.D. ; Principal, Rev. D. L. Ritchie ; 
Tutor, Rev. H. F. Sanders, B.A., B.D. ; Lecturers, Revs. S. W. 
Bowser, B.A., Principal Midland Baptist College, and J. 
Douglas, B.A. ; Chairman of Committee, Mr. Andrew B. Paton, 
B.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. A. Armitage ; Organising and Financial 
Secretary, Rev. F. Robinson. The design of the Institute is to 
train Pastors, Evangelists, and Town, Congregational, and 
Colonial Missionaries. Number of students, 50. 

Presbyterian College, Carmarthen. Principal, Mr. 
Walter J. Evans, M.A. There is a fund for support of 
Congregational students, who number 26. Treasurer, Mr. G. 
Phillips, Hall Street, Carmarthen ; Secretary, Rev. D. J. 
Thomas, Carmarthen. 

Brecon Memorial College. Principal, Rev. T. Lewis, 
M.A., B.D. ; Professors, Revs. T. Rees, M.A., Joseph Jones, 
M.A., B.D., and John Evans, B.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. E. H. Davis, 
J.P., Pentre, Rhondda Valley ; Secretary, Rev. D. A. Griffith, 
Garth, Breconshire ; Financial Secretary, Professor John 
Evans, B.A. Receipts, £2,000, including a grant of £450 from 
the Congregational Fund Board. Number of students, 44. 

Bala-Bangor Independent College. Principal, Rev. 
Lewis Probert, D.D. ; Professors, T. Rhys, B.A., and J. M. 
Davies, M.A. ; Art Course, Professors of the University College, 
Bangor ; Chairman, Professor R. W. Phillips, M.A., B.Sc, 
Bangor; Treasurer, Mr. Hugh Thomas, J.P., Beaumaris; Secre- 
tary, Mr. D. Rees, Capel Mawr, Anglesey. The establishment 
was formed through the amalgamation of institutions formerly 
carried on at Bangor and Bala. Number of students, 27. 

Baptist. 

Bristol College. President, Rev. W. J. Henderson, B.A. ; 
Tutor in Hebrew and Church History, Rev. F. E. Robinson, 
B.A., B.D. ; Treasurer, Mr. E. Robinson, J.P., Bristol ; Secretary, 
Rev. R. Glover, D.D., 15, Westfield Park, Bristol ; Financial 
Secretary, Rev. F. E. Robinson, B.A., B.D., Baptist College, 
Bristol. Income, £1,947 13s. 3d. Number of students, 23. 
Students of Western College and Bristol College join in lectures 
and class work. 
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Nottingham College. Resident Principal and Tutor, Rev. 
S. W. Bowser, B. A. ; Assistant Tutor, Rev. John Douglas, B.A. ; 
Treasurer, Mr. J. S. Smith, J.P., Mountsorrel, Loughborough ; 
Hon. Secretaries, Rev. E. Carrington, Nottingham (Candidates), 
Rev. J. R. Godfrey, Barlestone, Nuneaton (General), and Mr. 
G. Brailsford, Nottingham (Finance). Income, £1,050 10s. 
Number of students, 13. 

Rawdon College, near Leeds. President, Rev. W. E. 
Blomfield, B.A., B.D., F.T.S., with four pi'ofessors ; Treasurer, 
Alderman J. C. Horsfall, J.P., Glusbum, Yorkshire ; Secretary, 
Rev. C. E. Shipley, Shipley, Yorkshire ; Financial Secretary, 
Rev. D. Glass, M.A., Rawdon, Leeds. Income, £2,198 9s. id. 
Number of students, 21. 

Regent's Park College. Principal, Rev. G. P. Gould, 
M.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. C. J. Angus ; Secretary, Rev. W. W. 
Sidey, Chapel House, Tottenham. Income, £4,091. Number 
of students, 32. 

Pastors' College, Temple Street, Southwark, S.E. 
President. Rev. Thomas Spurgeon ; Principal, Rev. Alex. 
McCaig, B.A., LL.D. ; Secretary, Mr. E. H. Bartlett. Income, 
£3,035. Number of students, 52. 

Manchester College. President, Rev. J. T. Marshall, 
M.A., D.D. ; Professors, Revs. H. Ellis, M.A., J. Thomas, M.A., 
S. Bull, M.A. ; Treasurers, Mr. A. H. Hh-st, Golcar, Mr. W. D. 
Shaw, J.P., Huddersfield ; Secretaries, Rev. D. Jerman, A.T.S., 
Oswaldtwistle, Rev. J. S. Hughes, Stockton Heath, Warrington. 
Number of students, 20. 

Cardiff. President and Professor of the Greek Testament, 
Homiletics, Biblical Theology of the New Testament, &c.. 
Rev. W. Edwards, B.A., D.D. ; Professor of Doctrinal Theology, 
Apologetics, Biblical Theology of the Old Testament, &c., 
Rev. J. M. Davies, M.A. ; Professor of Church History, &c.. 
Rev. T. W. Chance, M.A. ; Professor of Hebrew Language and 
Literature, Rev. D. Tyssul Evans, M.A., B.Sc. ; Treasurer, Mr. 
William Edwards, J.P., Sunny Mount, Maindee, Newport, 
Mon. ; Secretaries, Revs. D. Bevan Jones, Caerleon, Mon., and 
W. Morris, D.D., F.R.G.S., Treorky, Rhondda Valley ; Fmancial 
Secretary, Rev. Wm. Harris, 56, Taff Embankment, Cardiff. 
Income, 1907-8, £1,488 2s. 6d. Students, 28. 

Bangor. Principal, Rev. S. Morris, M.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. 
R. Beck, Bangor ; General Secretary, Rev. J. Griffiths, Llanf air- 
fechan. Income, £1,470 10s. Id. Number of students, 22. 
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Presbyterian. 

Westminster College, Cambridge. Principal, ; 

Bursar, Mr. J. R. Roxburgh, M.A. ; Secretary of Board of 
Examination, Rev. John Reid, M.A. 

Wesleyan. 

Richmond. Governor, Rev. George Fletcher ; Secretary, Rev. 
Josiah Banham, The Manse, Chislehurst, Kent. 

DiDSBURY. Governor, Rev. John S. Simon ; Secretary, Rev. 
J. Dodsworth, Alderley House, Victoria Park, Manchester. 

Headingley. Governor, Rev. T. Hardwick Mawson ; 
Secretary, Rev. George Marris, Wesley Manse, Harrogate. 

Birmingham. Governor, Rev. Sylvester Whitehead ; Secre- 
tary, Rev. Herbert J. Sugden, "Glengyle," Anderton Park 
Road, Moseley, Birmingham. 



Calvinistic Methodist. 

The Theological College, Bala. Principal, Rev. Ellis 
Edwards, D.D., Edin. ; Vice-Principal, Rev. H. Williams, D.D., 
Glasgow ; Treasurer, Mr. J. R. Davies, M.A., Ceris, Bangor ; 
Secretary, Rev. John Owen, Bronwydd, Mold. 

Trevecc A Theological College, Aberystwyth. Principal, 
Rev. 0. Prys, M.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. David Davies, Llandinam ; 
Secretary, Rev. Rees Davies, Talgarth. 



Other Methodist Colleges. 

Ranmoor College, Sheffield (United Methodist). Prin- 
cipal, Rev. J. S. Clemens, B.A., B.D. ; Treasurer, Dr. H. G. 
Stacey, 28, Park Square, Leeds ; Secretary, Rev. E. Holyoake, 
11, Roslin Road, Crookesmoor, Sheffield. 

Manchester College (Hartley Primitive Methodist). 
Principal, Rev. W. Johnson ; Tutors, Professor A. S. Peake, 
M.A., B.D., Rev. A. L. Humphries, M.A., and Rev. W. L. 
Wardle, B.D. ; Treasurer, Mr. T. Beeley, J.P., Gee Cross, Man- 
chester; Secretary, Rev. Geo. Armitage, 24, Marlborough 
Street, Oldham. 

Manchester College (United Methodist). Principal, 
Rev. Thomas Sherwood; Treasurer, Mr. W. A. Lewins, 
Manchester; Secretary, Rev. W, H. Cory Harris, Rochdale. 



2SS PRUE CHURCH INFORMATION. 



SETTLEMENTS. 

Bbrmondsby (Wesleyan). Warden, Rev. J. Scott Lidgett, 
M.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. Charles E. Parker ; Secretary, Rev. Dr. 
James Moulton. This Settlement was established fifteen 
years ago in the poorest district of south-east London. It is a 
Hall of Residence, where members of the Universities and 
others may live in order to devote their leisure to work among 
the poor. It has a lecture-hall, library, gymnasium, and other 
rooms where religious, educational, and social work is carried 
on. At present about 14 men are in residence with the Warden. 
There is also a Women's Branch in connection with the Settle- 
ment, having its headquarters in Rotherhithe, and about 17 
women in residence. There are various centres of work in 
connection with the Settlement for a distance of two miles 
along the waterside. 

Mansfield House, Canning Town, London, E. In con- 
nection with Mansfield College, Oxford. President, Rev. A. M. 
Fairbaim, D.D. ; Warden, Rev. H. Cubbon, M.A. ; Sub- 
Wardens, Mr. W. R. Hughes, M.A., and Mr. W. H. Coats, M.A. ; 
Treasurer, Mr. Percy Alden, M.P. This Settlement was 
established sixteen years ago. The Hall seats 400 people, and 
in it and the spacious rooms of the residence a large amount of 
religious, educational, social, and municipal work is carried on. 
There are a large men's club, a boys' club, a big lodging-house 
for casual labourers, a convalescent home and other useful 
institutions connected with Mansfield House, which also unites 
with other local bodies in the promotion of children's country 
holidays, dealing with local charity organisation, &c. 

Canning Town Settlement of Women Workers, 
Residence, 457, 459, & 461, Barking Road, London, E. Offices, 
Club Rooms, &c., 81, Barking Road, E. Medical Mission 
Hospital, Balaam Street, Plaistow, E. President, the Countess 
of Aberdeen ; Chief Resident Worker, Miss Cheetham ; 
Resident Medical Superintendent, Miss Lilian G. Simpson, 
M.D., L.R.C.P.S. ; Hon. Sees., Miss V. Reed and Mrs. T. 
Coote (Financial), and Miss C. Spicer ; Treasurer, Mr. W. 
Hazell. 

Robert Browning Settlement (Incorporated), York 
Street, Walworth Road, London, S.E. ; Browning Tavern and 
Club, 195-197, Walworth Road, S.E. ; Slate Club, Robsart 
Street, Stockwell, S.E. ; Browning Bethany Homes, Whyteleafe, 
Surrey, etc. President, 1907-8, Mdle. Ren^e de Montmort. 
Chairman of Committee, Mr. Arnold Pye- Smith, J.P. ; Settle- 
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ment Staff : Warden, F. Herbert Stead, M.A. ; Head of 
Women's Department, Mrs. Stead; Sub-Warden, Cecil R. 
Rogerson ; Head of Medical Mission, Miss Lovibond, M.6. ; 
Secretary, Mr. J. C. Mather, 101, Queen's Road, Peckham, 8.E. 
(This Settlement also includes Anglicans amongst its workers.) 

The Settlement, Middlesbrough. Instituted by the 
Yorkshire Congregational Union in 1892. 132, Newport Road. 
President, Mrs. Armitage, Rawdon, Leeds ; Chairman, Rev. 
E. B. Mahon, 74, Balmoral Terrace, Middlesbrough ; Hon. 
Secretary, Mrs. F. P. Wilson, Parkhurst, Middlesbrough ; Hon. 
Treasurer, pro tern. Aid. J. F. Wilson, J.P., Thorneycroft, 
Middlesbrough ; Lady Superintendent, Miss Harris. 

Lancashire College Settlement, Hulme, Manchester, 
associated with the Manchester and District Congregational 
Board and the Greenhays Congregational Church ; Warden, 
Rev. J. P. Stephenson ; Hon. General Secretaries, Mr. J. 
Arnold Quail, M.A., and Mr. Sydney Morgan, Independent 
College, Manchester ; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Cedric Lee, " Fair- 
field," Broughton Park, Manchester. Residence and Club 
Premises, Embden Street. 
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Dissenting Deputies. — Chairman, Mr. John Massie, M.P. ; 
Deputy Chairman, Mr. Alderman Evan Spicer, J.P, ; Treasurer, 
Mr. Samuel Watson ; Secretary, Mr. Alderman Alfred J* 
Shepheard, 6, Finsbury Circus, London, E.C. This Association 
originated in a General Meeting of the Protestant Dissentera 
of London, held in November, 1732, called to consider an 
application to Parliament for the repeal of the Corporation 
and Test Acts. The want of a permanent body to super- 
intend the civil concerns of Dissenters being strongly felt, 
it was resolved at a subsequent meeting, held in Jaanary, 
1735-36, that deputies from the several congregations in 
London should be chosen for that purpose. The present duty 
with which the deputies charge themselves is to see that the 
civil and religious rights of Dissenters are not infringed^ and 
to help in pushing forward Parliamentary measures which will 
promote the interests of Nonconformists. 

General Body op Protestant Dissenting Ministers 
OF THE Three Denominations (London and Westminster), 
The three Boards of Presbyterian, Independent, and Baptist 
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ministers, resident in and about the cities of London and West- 
minster, were formed in the early part of the eighteenth 
century. These bodies were accustomed to unite in presenting 
addresses to the throne on suitable occasions, from the date of 
the Revolution, but were not organised into one "General 
Body " till July 11, 1727. At that time it was agreed, and the 
rule continues still in force, " That no person be allowed to 
join with the body of Protestant Dissenting Ministers in any 
public act, but such as are approved by one or other of the 
three." The business of the General Body is conducted by a 
committee chosen from the three denominations, which meets 
as occasion requires. Chairman, 1907-8, Rev. H. Storer Toms. 
Secretary, Rev. Alex. Jeffrey, 39, Poppleton Road, Leytonstone, 
N.E. Clerk, Mr. J. Minshull, Memorial Hall, Farringdon 
Street, E.C. 

Merchants' Lecture. Founded 1672. To uphold the 
doctrines of the Reformation against the errors of Popery, 
Socinianism, and Infidelity. Present lecturers : Rev. J, 
Guinness Rogers, B.A., D.D. ; A. Rowland, B.A., LL.B,, D.D. ; 
W. Hardy Harwood ; J. Morgan Gibbon. iLectures on Tuesday, 
at 1.15 p.m., in the Board Room, Memorial Hall, Farringdon 
Street, E.C. Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Edward Unwin, 27, Pilgrim 
Street, E.C. ; Hon. Secretary, Mr. Henry Clark, Memorial Hall. 

National Council of the Evangelical Free 
Churches. President, Rev. David Brook, M.A. D.C.L. ; 
President-Elect, Rev. Evan Jones, Carnarvon ; Secretary, Rev. 
Thomas Law, Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, London, E.C. 
The objects of the National Council are : (a) To facilitate fra- 
ternal intercourse and co-operation among the Evangelical Free 
Churches, (ft) To assist in the organisation of local Councils, 
(c) To encourage devotional fellowship and mutual counsel 
concerning the spiritual life and religious activities of the 
Churches, {d) To advocate the New Testament doctrine of the 
Church, and to defend the rights of the associated Churches. 
{e) To promote the application of the law of Christ in every 
relation of human life. 

National Education Association. . Objects : (1) To 
promote a system of national education which shall be in all 
its grades efficient, progressive, and unsectarian, and shall be 
under popular control ; and also to oppose all legislative and 
administrative proposals having a contrary tendency. (2) To 
secure the universal establishment of representative authorities 
in districts of suitable area, and having under their control 
unsectarian schools within reasonable reach of the populaticm 
requiring them. (3 To secure the abolition of fees in all 
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elementary schools, and the opportunity of free or aided 
education for deserving pupils in Higher Schools and Colleges. 
(4) To obtain facilities for the better training of teachers in 
unsectarian institutions, under public management. President, 
the Rt. Hon. A. H. D. Acland ; Treasurer, the Rt. Hon. Lord 
Stanley of Alderley ; Chairman of Executive Committee, Mr. 
John Massie, M.P. ; Secretary, Mr. A. J. Mundella, Caxton 
House, Westminster, S.W. This Society is not, strictly 
speaking, a Free Church Organisation. 

Society for the Liberation of Religion from State- 
Patronage AND Control, 16, Caxton House, Westminster, 
S.W. President, Rev. John Clifford, M.A., D.D. ; Vice- 
Presidents, Mr. D. Lloyd George, M.P., and Mr. J. Massie, 
M.P. ; Treasurers, Mr. H. J. Wil^n, M.P., and Mr. William 
Carpenter, J.P. Chairman of Committee, Mr. William Car- 
penter ; Secretary, ; 
Editor, Mr. Howard Evans. Monthly organ. The Liberator, 
The Society — which was formed in 1844 — is based on the 
principle that National Establishments of Religion are unjust ; 
are politically and socially mischievous ; are injurious to the 
Churches established, and hinder the progress of religion. Its 
objects are : (1) The abrogation of all laws and usages which 
inflict disability, or confer privilege, on ecclesiastical grounds, 
upon any subject of the realm. (2) The discontinuance of all 
payments from public funds, and of all compulsory exactions, 
for religious purposes. (3) After an equitable satisfaction of 
existing interests, the application to strictly national purposes 
of the national property now devoted to the uses of the Church 
of England and Wales and the Church of Scotland ; and, con- 
currently therewith, the liberation of those Churches from 
State control. The Society is strictly unsectarian, and neither 
expresses any opinion upon, nor seeks to effect any alteration 
in, the doctrines, formularies, or internal government of the 
Churches now established. It supplies publications, and gives 
legal advice in regard to all local matters involving the interests 
of religious equality, free of charge — assistance which is of 
great importance, especially in rural parishes. The Society pro- 
vides lectures and speakers for public meetings, and lends its 
popular lantern lecture slides without charge. 

The Imperial Protestant Federation (embracing 
sixty Societies). Formed in 1896 to Federate Evangelical 
Protestant Churches and Societies within the British Empire, 
for the purpose of facilitating fraternal intercourse and co- 
operation between them. Chairman, Colonel T. Myles Sandys, 
M.P.; Editorial Secretary, Mr. Walter Walsh, F.R.Hist.S. ; 
Organising Secretary, Mr. James W. Walsh ; Official Organs, 



292 FREE CHURCH INFORMATION, 

Ghrievances from Ireland^ and the Protestant Observer ; OflBces, 
Dadley Hoase, 36-38, Southampton Street, Strand, London, 
W.C. The Federation was founded by Mr. Walter Walsh, 
author of "The Secret History of the Oxford Movement." 



DIRECTORY OF RELIGIOUS AND 
PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETIES. 

This list, of course, does not profess to be exhaustive, but it 
will be found to cover a wide field of Christian activity. 
Purely denominational societies are not included. Although 
the name of a society might sometimes have been included 
under more headings than one, there are no repetitions in 
the list. 

Chabitt. 

Bradford City Guild of Help— W. Milledge, 2, Darley Street, Bradford. 
Charity Organization Society — C. S. Loch, Dennison House, VauxhaJl Bridge 
Road, S.W. 

Children. 

Associated Societies for the Protection of Women and Children— 60, Haymarket, 

S.W. 
Boys' Brigade— 34, Paternoster Row, B.C. 
Boys' Life Brigade— 66, Old Bailey, B.C. 
Childhood Society— W. J. Durrie, 74, Margaret Street, W. 
Children's Country Holiday Fund — 18, Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C. 
Children's Happy Bvenings Association— Miss A. Heather-Bigg, 14, Radnor 

Place, Hyde Park, W. 
Children's National Guild of Courtesy— 8, Henrietta Street, Strand, W.C. 
Children's Special Service Mission — 13a, Warwick Lane, B.C. 
Day Nurseries for Children of Working Mothers — Miss M. Blake, 376, Strand, 

W.C. 
Field Lane Ragged Schools and Refuges — ^Vine Street, Clerkenwell Road, B.C. 
Free Church Camps for School Boys— 22, Church Row, Hampstead, N.W. 
Girls' Life Brigade— 66, Old Bailey, B.C. 
International Congress for Welfare and Protection of Children — 8, Wells Street, 

Grays Inn Road, W.C. 
Invalid Childrens' Aid Association — 8, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, W.C. 
London Playing Fields Sdciety— G. J. Mordaunt, 46, Gloucester Street, S.W. 
Ministering Children's League— 83, Lancaster Gate. 
National Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children— R. J. Parr, Leicester 

Square, W.C. 
Ragged School Union— Sir John Kirk, 32, John Street, Bedford Row, W.C. 
School Dinners Association, London — 117, School Board Offices, Bmbankment, 

B.C. 
State Children's Association— 68, Old Broad Street, B.C. 
Wage-Baming Children, Committee on — 60, Bedford Gardens, Kensington, W. 

Education. 

British and Foreign Schools Society— 114-116, Temple Chambers, B.C. 
National Education Association — Cazton House, Tothill Street, Westminster, 
S.W. 



RELIGIOUS AMD PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETIES, 493 

National Home Beading Union — Surrey Hoose, Victoria Embankment, W.O. 
National League for Physical Education and Improvement— B. Halley, 49-50, 

Denison House, Vauxhall Bridge Boad, S.W. 
Northern Counties Education League— Bev. J. Hirst Hollowell, Oastlemere, 

Bochdale. 
University Extension (Cambridge)— B. D. Boberts, M.A., Syndicate Buildings, 

Cambridge. 
University Extension (London)— Dr. J. Holland Bose, Charterhouse, E.C. 

n M (Oxford)— J. A. B. Marriott, M.A., Oxford. 



EiaOBATION. 

East End Emigration Fund— 34, Newark Street, Stepney, E. 
Emigrants Information Office— 31, Broadway, S.W. 

Self-he^ Emigration Society— E. Clason Oates, Memorial Hall, Farringdon, 
E.C. 

Health. 

Consumption, National Asssociation for Prevention of — ^20, Hanover Square, W. 
Feeble-minded, National Society for Promoting Welfare of — 53, Victoria Street, 

S.W. 
Health Society, National— Miss Lankester, 53, Berners Street, W. 
Health, Boyal Institute of Public— 87, Bussell Square, W.C. 
Metropolitan Public Gardens Association — ^B. Holmes, 83, Lancaster Gate, W. 



Housing. 

Co-partnership Tenants' Housing Council — Crossley Greenwood, 22, Bed Lion 

Square, W.C. 
Mansion House Council on Dwellings of the Poor— 31, Imperial Buildings, 

Ludgate Circus, E.C. 
Metropolitan Association for Improving Dwellings of Industrious Classes — 

1, Pancras Square, N.W. 
National Housing Beform Council— H. B. Aldridge, 18, Dulverton Boad, 

Leicester, and 432, Strand, W.C. 
National Workmen's Housing Council — F. Enee, 120, Sugden Boad, Clapham 

Common, S.W. 
Bural Housing and Sanitation Association — ^Parliament Mansions, Victoria 

Street. 

Land, Allotments, etc. 

Agricultural Organization Society, Limited — Dacre House, Victoria Street, S.W. 
Allotments and Small H<ddings Association— C. B. Sturge, 85, Moor Street, 

Birmingham. 
Commons and Footpaths Preservation Society— 26, Victoria Street, S.W. 
English Land Colonisation Society— 29, Old Queen Street, S.W. 
English League for the Taxation of Land Values— 876-377, Strand, W.C. 
Gard^ City Association— E. G. Culpin, 602-608, Birkbeck Chambers, Holborn, 

W.C. 
Land Law Beform Association — J. Bowlands, M.P., 21, John Street, Adelphi, 

Strand, W.C. 
Land Nationalisation Society— Joseph Hyder, 482, Strand, W.C. 
Northern Allotments Society — J. W. Wakinshaw, Westerhope," Co. Durham. 
Small Holdings Association— Professor Jas. Long, Cudworth Manor, Newdigate, 

Surrey. 
South Lincolnshire SmaU Holdings Association — J. H. Diggle, Moulton, near 

Spalding. 
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Local Gotbbnxbnt. 

Urban District Councils Association, j ^^""^"^ ^*'^*» ^'^' 
Women*8 Local Gh>vemment Somety — Miss Berry, 18, Tothill Street, West- 
minster, S.W. •* 

Native Hacks. 

Aborigines Protection Society— H. R. Fox, 4, Broadway, Westminster, S.W. 

Anti-Slavery Society— 296, Vauxhall Bridge Boad, S.W. 

Congo Reform Association— E. D. Morel, 4, Oldhall Street, Liverpool, and at 

165, Queen Victoria Street, London, W.C. 
Friends of Armenia — Miss E. Cantlow, 47, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W* 
Friends of Russian Freedom — J. F. Green, 40, Outer Temple, Strand, W.C. 
Native Races and the Liquor Traffic Committee— L. H. Nott, 139, Palace 

Chambers, 9, Bridge Street, Westminster, S.W. 
Opium Trade, Society for the Suppression of — 181, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 
Women's Anti-Opium Urgency Committee— Miss Braithwaite, 812, Camden 

Road, N.W. 

Peace and Abbitbation. 

International Arbitration League— Sir W. R. Cremer, M.P., 11, Lincoln's Inn 

Fields, W.C. 
International Arbitration and 'Peace Association— J. F. Green, 40, Outer 

Temple, E.C. 
International Union of Peace — ^W. T. Stead, Mowbray House, Norfolk Street, 

W.C. 
National Council of Peace Societies — H. S. Perris, 40, Outer Temple, E.C. 
Peace Committee of the Society of Friends — 12, Bishopsgate Street Without, E.G. 
Peace Society— W. E. Darby, 47, New Broad Street, E.C. 

Prisons and Cbime. 

Discharged Prisoners' Aid Society— A. J. S. Maddison, 117, Victoria Street, S.W. 
Howard Association — Thomas Holmes, 43, Devonshire Chambers, Bishopsgate 

Without, E.C. 
Penal Reform League — 7, Holly Village, Highgate, N. 
Romilly Society— T. C. Smith, Goldsmith Buildings, Temple, E.C. 

Purity. 

Friends' Association for Abolition of State Regulation of Vice — M. Gregory. 

19, Devonshire Chambers, Bishopsgate Street, Without, E.C. 
International Bureau for Suppression of White Slave Traffic — 161a, Strand, W.C. 
International Federation for Abolition of Government Regulation of Vice — 

Professor Stuart, M.P., 18, Tothill Street, S.W. 
London Council for Promotion of Public Morality — 37, Norfolk Street, W.C. 
National Vigilance Association — 319, High Holbom, W.C. 
Snowdrop Band— Mrs. Watson, Tapton Crescent, Sheffield. 
Social Purity Alliance— E. Hammond, 17-18, Tothill Street, Westminster, S.W. 

Relioious Institutions. 

Adult Schools' Association, National Council of — E. Gilbert, 198, Clarendon 

Park Road, Leicester. 
Adult School Union, London — A. Peverett, 47, Millman Street, W.C. 
British and Foreign Bible Society — 146, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 
British and Foreign Sailors' Society-^Passmore Edwards' Sailors' Palace, 680, 

Commercial Road, E. 
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Christian Endeavour, Young People's Societies of — Bey. W. Knight Chaplin, 

Williston, Lejtonstone, E. 
Dissenting Ministers* Society for Belief of Widows and Children — ^24, St. Peter's 

Square, Hammersmith. 
Evangelical Alliance — 7, Adam Street, Adelphi, W.C. 
Free Charch Girls' Guild — ^Mrs. Benham, Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, 

E.C. 
Imperial Protestant Federation — 3, Palmer Street, Queen Anne's Gate, W. 
International Bible Beading Association — 56, Old Bailey, E.C. 
London City Mission — 3, Bridewell Place, New Bridge Street, E.C. 
Pleasant Sunday Afternoon Federation — ^Bev. W. Stephens, 74, Avondale 

Square, S.E. 
Pleasant Sunday Afternoon London Federation — G. C. Bidge, 79, Highbury 

HiU, N. 
Protestant Alliance— 430, Strand, W.C. 
Beligious Tract Society— 65, St. Paul's Churchyard, E.C. 
Salvation Army Headquarters — 101, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 
Student Volunteer Missionary Union — Tissington Tatlow, 22, Warwick Lane, 

E.C. 
Sunday School Union— 56, Old Bailey, E.C. 
Young Men's Christian Association — 186, Aldersgate Street, E.C. 
Young Women's Christian Association — ^25, C^rge Street, Hanover Square, W. 



Social Service and Science. 

British Institute of Social Service — 11, Southampton Bow, W.C. 

Christian Social Brotherhood — ^Bev. W. Beason, M.A., Guyhime, Macdonald 

Boad, New Southgate, N. 
Christian Social Service Union — Training Colony, Lingfield, Surrey. 
Christian Social Union— Bev. P. Dearmer, 102, Adelaide Boad, N.W. 
Fabian Society— E. B. Pease, 3, Clement's Inn, Strand, W.C. 
Friends' Social Union — ^Percy Alden, M.P., 1, Wobum Square, W.C. 
London School of Economics — Clare Market, Kingsway, W.C. 
Presbyterian Social Service Union, London — Dr. Chas. Gray, 1, Elm Park 

Gardens, S.W. 
Primitive Methodist Social Service Union — ^Bev. S. Horton, 28, Machon Bank, 

Sheffield. 
Social and Political Education League — H. Knight, 5, Pump Court, Temple, E.C. 
Sociological Society — 24, Buckingham Street, W.C. 
Wesleyan Methodist Union for Social Service — ^Bev. W. F. Lofthouse, M.A., 

Friary Boad, Handsworth, Birmingham. 
Young Men's Brigade of Service— Bev. J. B. Baton, D.D., 22, Forest Boad 

West, Nottingham. 

Sunday Obsebvance. 

Lord's Day Observance Society— 20, Bedford Street, Strand, W.C. 

Lord's Day Best Association, Working Men's— 12, John Street, Bedford Bow, 

W.C. 
Sunday Lay Movement — 1, Albemarle Street, W. 

Tehpebance. 

Barmaids' Committee— South Villa, Campden Hill Boad, W. 

British Women's Temperance Association — 47, Victoria Street, Westminster, 
S.W. 

Central Association for Stopping Sale of Intoxicating Liquor on Sundays — 
9, Palace Chambers, 9, Bridge Street, Westminster, S.W. 

Central Public-house Trust Association — H. A. Paget, 15, Dean's Yard, West- 
minster, S.W. 
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Inebriates* Befonnation Association— A. J. S. Maddison, 82, Charing Cross 

Boad, S.W. 
Inebriety, Society for the Study of— Dr. T. K. Eelynaok, 120, Harley Street, W 
Licensing Law Beform Leagae— H. Cox, 10, Adelphi Terrace, W.C. 
National Temperance Leagae— J. T. Bae, 84, Paternoster Bow, E.C. 
North of England Temperance League — Temperance Institute, Newcastle- 

on-Tvne. 
People's Befreshment House Association, Ltd.— B. Crippe, Broadway Chambers, 

S.W. 
Temperance Legislation League— A. F. Harvey, Parliament Mansions, Victoria 

Street, S.W. 
United Kingdom Alliance— W. Williams, 16, Deansgate, Manchester. Temporary 

London address: 20, Tothill Street, Westminster, S.W. 
United Kingdom Band of Hope Union— Chas. WakeW, 60, Old Bailey, E.C. 
United Temperance Council— 0. Pinhom, Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, E.C. 
Watch Committee for Public Control of Liquor Traffic— A. Sherwell, 38, 

St. Mary's, York. 
Women's Total Abstinence Union— Miss Boyd, 4, Ludgate Hill, E.C. 
World's Women's Christian Temperance Union— Miss A. E. Slack, Greenhill 

House, Bipley, Derbyshire. 
Young Abstainers' Union— 88, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, W.C. 

Miscellaneous. 

Anti-Gamblmg League— E. O. Fold, 18, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Brabazon Employment Scheme — Miss Castleton, Canterbury House, Bichmond, 

Surrey. 
Co-operative Holiday Association — T. A. Leonard, Hayfield, near Stockport. 
Cruelty to Animals, Boyal Society for Prevention of— 106, Jermyn Street, S.W. 
Early Closing Association— J. A. Stacy, 21, New Bridge Street, E.C. 

,, ,, Voluntary— A. N. Tessier, 1, Arthur Street, E.C. 

Industrial Law Committee— Miss Tuckwell, York Mansions, York Street, S.W. 
Liberation of Beligion from State Control, Society for the — Cazton House, 

Westmmster, S.W. 
London Home Workers' Aid Association — T. Holmes, 12, Bedford Boad, 

Tottenham, N. 
Metropolitan Association for Befriending Young Servants — 18, Buckingham 

Street, Strand, W.C. 
National Anti-Sweating League— J. J. Mallon, 138, Salisbury Square, Fleet 

Street, E.C. 
Old-Age Pensions National Committee— F. Bogers, Browning Hall, Walworth, 

S.E. 
Passive Besistance Committee, National— J. Everett, Memorial Hall, Farring- 
don Street, E.C. 
Recreative Evening Schools Association— J. E. Flower, M.A., 37, Norfolk Street, 

E.C. 
Social Institutes Union— 37, Norfolk Street, E.C. 

Society for the Suppression of Gambling — E. EUmore, 40, Warwick Lane, E.C. 
Women's Industrial Council— Miss Papworth, 7, John Street, Adelphi, W.C. 
Women's Labour League— Mrs. F. Macpherson, 34, St Thomas's Mansions, 

Westminster Bridge, S.W. 
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LIST OF FREE CHURCH COUNCILS 
AND SECRETARIES. 

Bedfobdshibe. 

Town. Secretanr. 

. ., .„ (Rev. C. V. Pike, Church Street, Ampthill 

^^P^*^ JRev.E. A. Martin, The Manse, Maulden,AmpthiU 

Bedford Bev. Isaac Watts, 40, Waterloo Boad, Bedford 

East Beds Mr. F. W. Western, Sandy, Beds. 

Leighton Buzzard .. .. Mr. J. B. Morris, 5, North Street, Leighton 

Buzzard 
Luton Bev. David Caird, Milton House, Dunstable 

Boad, Luton 
Wobum Sands . . . . Mr. Horton, Chemist, Wobum Sands 



Abingdon 

Faringdon and District 
Maidenhead . . 



Newbury 
Beading 



Berkshibe. 

Mr. A. French, 1, MichaePs Lodge, The Park, 

Abingdon 
Bev. John Taylor, The Manse, Faringdon 
(Pro. tern.) Bev. T. F. Lewis, Maidenhead 
Mr. T. W. Turner, 34, Northbrook Street, 

Newbury 
Bev. J. Sellicks, Craven Boad, Newbury 
Bev. W. Armstrong, M.A., 30, Upper Bedlands 

Boad, Beading 



Aylesbury 

Buckingham 

Chesham and District 
Fenny Stratford 

Great Marlow 
High Wycombe 

Newport Pagnell 
Stewkley and District 

Stony Stratford 

Wolverton and Stantonbury 



BuCKINQHAMflHTRW. 

Bev. J. W. Fish, 19, Buckingham Boad, Aylesbury 
Mr. (}eo. Tailby, Lawson Cottage, Buckingham 
Mr. W. Lacey, 11, Eintle Boad, Chesham 
Bev. E. A. Bhaidr-Jones, The Manse, Bletchley 

Boad, Fenny Stratford 
Bev. A. Collie, The Glen, Marlow 
Bev. C. H. Bobinson, Moorside, West Wycombe 

Boad, High Wycombe 
( Mr. Will Cowley, Lovat Villa, Newport Pagnell 
1 Mr. F. J. Sharpe, Newport Pagnell 
Bev. A. H. Eynaston, The Manse, Stewkley, 

Leighton Buzzard. 
Mr. A. Hall, High Street, Stony Stratford 
Mr. H. Thome, Mayflower Cottage, Peel Boad, 

Wolverton 



Cambbidoeshibe. 

Cambridge Mr. H. G. Wood, St. Luke's Lodge, New 

Chesterton, Cambridge 

Ely Mr. A. E. Cragg, Lynn Boad, Ely 

Linton Bev. S. J. Williamson, Stonewall Villa, Linton 

March Mr. S. E. Edwards, Manea, March 

Newmarket and District • • Bev. J. W. Upton, Burwell Manse,Nr. Cambridge 
T?y.^o*/.« i Mr. Chas. myatt, Boyston 

^y^" IRev. George Packer, B.A., Boyston 

Whittlesea and District . . Mr. E. Lister, Cambridge House, Whittlesea 
Wisbech Bev. J. W. Campbell, Queen's Boad, Wisbech 
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CHAmnsL Islands. 
Town. Secretary. 

Gaernsey Mr. H. D. OUivier, Trinity Square, Gaemsey 

Jersey Mr. E.C.Benest^Yaayert, 48, YalPlaisant, Jersey 



Alsager 

Altrinoham and District 



Audlem 

Birkenhead 
Chester 



Gongleton 

Crewe and District 



Frodsham 



Hazel Grove • . 
Hyde and District 



Lymm 

Macclesfield and District . 

Marple 

Nantwioh and District 

Northwioh 

Buncom 

Sale and Ashton-on-Mersey . 

Sandbach 



Stockport 

Tarporley 

Wallasey 
Wilmslow 
Winsford 



Mr. Ernest Mellor, Hirstville, Alsager 

Bev. W. D. Thomas, ** Glan Meiron,'' Navigation 

Boad, Altrincham 
Mr. T. W. Jameson, "Hawksmoor," Adderley, 

Nr. Market Drayton 
Bev. W. Spedding, 9, Chestnut Grove Birkenhead 
Mr. T. F. Weaving, 29, Churton Boad, Chester 
Bev. J. LI. Jones, Stoneleigh, Dee Banks, Chester 
Bev. Geo. Lee, Cranford Park Lane, Congleton 
Mr. H. Bacchus, 22, Cemetery Boad, Crewe 
Bev. J. H. Bollason, The Manse, Kingsley, 

Frodsham 
Bev. S. Waterhouse, Hill Terrace, Overton, 

Frodsham 
Mr. W. Beeby, 55, London Boad, Hazel Grove 
Bev. T. Nicholas, 25, Stockport Boad, Hyde, 

near Manchester 
Bev. A. J. W. Back, Statham, Lymm 
Mr. W. Frost, The Bowans, Macclesfield 
Bev. C. E. Forster, Hurdsfield, Macclesfield 
Bev. B. Allan, Bowdon Lane, Marple 
Bev. W. C. Poles, Epworth House, Nantwich 
Mr. A. Fryer, 77, Church Boad, Northwich 
Bev. W. W. Goldstraw, 8, Norman Boad, Buncom 
Bev. Francis Harvey, B.A,, "Blythwood," 

Priory Boad, Sale 
Bev. E. Hampden-Cook, M.A., Sandbach 
Mr. Bobert Gardner, 44, Bloom street, Edgeley, 

Stockport 
Mr. J. Cuthbertson, 11, Howard Street, Heaton 

Chapel, Stockport 
Bev. J. Boberts, Prim. Meth. Minister, Alpraham, 

Tarporley 
Bev. W. Upright, QO, LittJedale Boad, Seaoombe 
Mr. W. Crothers, Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 
Mr. F. Plumbley, 217, High Street, Winsford 



Bodmin 

Callington 

Camborne 

Camelford, Delabole, <fe Dist. 

Falmouth 

Fowey and Polruan , . 

Eilkhampton and District . . 

Launceston 

Liskeard and District 



Looe .. 
Mevagissey 

Newquay 



COBNWALL. 

Councillor A. B. Lyne, Dunheved, Bodmin 
Mr. J. Venning, Post Office, Callington 
Mr. J. C. Eeast, Camborne 
Mr. B. Pearce, Delabole, B.S.O. 
Mr. Henry Eelway, Budock Terrace, Falmouth 
Mr. G. S. Billston, Draper, Fowey 
'Mr. F. Jeffrey, 16, Downs View, Bude 
Mr. J. H. Edwards, 2, Morwenna, Bude 
Bev. W. Bailey, The Manse, Launceston 
Bev. C. W. Hall, Bussell Street, Liskeard, Corn- 
wall 
Bev. E. J. Hunt, The Manse, Looe, Cornwall 
Mr. W. W. Pearce, Trelawney, Mevagissey, 

B.S.O., Cornwall 
'Mr. W. H. P. Martin, 1, Clarempnt, UxmS 

Wise, Newquay 
Bev. B. Madcintosh, Newquay 
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Town. Secretary. 

Penzance Bev. Henry Long, Newlyn, Penzanoe 

Bedruth Mr. W. Chandler, Fore Street, Bedruth 

St. Austell Mr. Thomas Jenkin, Tregardook, St. Austell 

St. Columb Bey. J. H. Duerden, Ck>bden Villa, St. Columb 

St. Ives Bev. G. B. Eirby, 23, Bedford Boad, St. Ives, 

Cornwall 
Traro Bev. Joseph Higman, 16, Mitchell Hill Terrace 

Truro 
Wadebridge 

CUMBEBLAND. 

Aspatria Mr. J. T. Bdwards, 83, Arkleby Boad, Aspatria 

Bramptmi Mr. G. A* Harrison, Prospect Place, Brampton 

Cariisle Mr. W. B. Bedmayne, 10, Chatsworth Square, 

Carlisle 
£gremont, Cleator Moor, and 
District Bev. J. W. Steward, B.D., Wath Brow, Cleator 

Moor 

Penrith Mr. T. Westmoreland, Old London Boad, Penrith 

Silloth . . ■ Mr. J. Sutton, Esk Street, Silloth 

Whitehaven Mr. £. S. Crompton, Vale View, Hensingham 

Boad, Whitehaven 

Wigton Bev. J. S. Thompson, Cong. Manse, Wigton 

Workington Bev. T. B. Maland, 139, Harrington Boad, 

Workington 



Debbtshibb. 

Alfreton Mr. Councillor Johnson, Hall Street, Alfreton 

Bakewell Mr. T. W. Tiplady, Buxton Boad, Bakewell 

Belper Mr. £. C. Fearon, 3, Strutt Street, Belper 

Borrowash and District . . Mr. W. H. Birkinshaw, Park Grove, Eedleston 

Boad, Derby 

Buxton Mr. James Gyte, 29, West Street, Buxton 

CasUeton 

Chesterfield Mr. W. Hodkin, 31, Clarence Boad, Chesterfield 

Clay Cross Mr. Isaac Hatton, Lower Market Street, Clay 

Cross 
•V , I Bev. Gtoorge Paget, 17, Avondale Boad, Derby 

^®^°y i Mr. E. Bemrose, 35, Stanley Street, Derby 

(Mr. J. H. D. Mellor, Holmcross Lane, Glossop 
Mr. H. Lindsay Hudson, Primrose Cottagis, 
Pike Lane, Glossop 
Heanor Mr. J. Lilley, 24, Wellington Street, Heanor, near 

Nottingham 
Hognaston and District . . Mr. Geo. Bembridge, Hognaston, near Ashbourne 

nkeaton Mr. J. Orrill,Glendon Villas, Dale Street, Ilkeston 

Langley Mill Mr. W. Grainger, 62, Croioford Boad, Langley 

Mill 

Long Eatoif Mr. S. T. Parker, 1, Friar Street, Long Eaton 

Melbourne Bev. H. J. Bannister, Melbourne 

New Mills Mr. F. Thomley, Union Boad, New Mills 

Pilsley Mr. W. A. Johnson, 8, Bridge Street, Pilsley, 

near Chesterfield 

Pinxton Mr. W. Litchfield, Glendale Cottages, Pinxton 

Biddings and Somercotes . . Mr. T. W. Davis, Valley Boad, Greenhill Lane, 

near Alfreton 
T»;^i^„ f Mr. B. Argile, Alfred Street, Bipley, Derby 

*^*P^®y 1 Mr. A. Waters, Cobden Street, Bipley, Derby 

Shirebrook Mr. A. Shaw, 21, Ashbourne Street, Shirebrook 

21 
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Town. Secretary. 

South Normanton .. .. Mr. W. Moore, C.G., Hiloote Street, Soath 

Normanton, near Alfreton 
Staveley Mr. Hodson, 28, Porter Street, Staveley, Chester- 
field 

Swadlincote Bev. F. Y. Hull, Castle Gresley, Borton-on-Trent 

Tibshelf Mr. W. Wyld, 19, Sunny Bank, Tibshelf 

Wirksworth Mr. J. H. Starkey, Chamwood, Wirksworth 

Youlgreaye Mr. S. Nnttal, Jan., Youlgreave 

Dbyonshibe. 

^.^ .„^, (Mr. A. E. Hopper, Bridge Buildings, Barnstaple 

^**^®^P*® tMr.O.T.Anctew,Iiitohdon Terrace, Barnstaple 

Bideford Bev. F. J. Morrish, B.A., 4, South View 

Terrace, Bideford 

Brixham Mr. N. J. Wheaton, 63, Bolton Street, Brizham 

Calstook Mr. JabezWhitford, Armada House, Gunnislake, 

v%A Tavistock 
Crediton, Chumleigb, and 
District Bev. H. J. Stanton, The Manse, Lapford, North 

Devon 

Dartmouth Bev. J. E. Thorp, New Boad, Dartmouth 

Dawlish Mr. S. Serle, 88, High Street, Dawlish 

Devonport and District . . Bev. W. Trevor Lewis, The Manse, Albert Boad, 

Devonport 

Exeter Bev. T. Turner, CecU Boad, St. Thomas, Exeter 

Exmouth Mr. A. H. Toone, 17, Bolle Street, Exmouth 

Holsworthy Mr. J. B. Batten, Holsworthy 

Honiton Bev. Joseph Beale, Seaton, Devon 

Bfracombe Bev. J. G. Oats, Glenholme, Station Boad, 

nfracombe 
Kingsbridge Mr. J. V. Fairweather, 85, Fore Street, Kings- 
bridge 

Mid-Devon Mr. B. Luxton, Hill, Winkleigh, Devon 

Newton Abbott . . . . Bev. B. Blake, The Manse, Moreton Hampstead 

Okehampton Bev. F. W. Dunster, New Boad, Okehampton 

Paignton and District . . Bev. C. Warring, Armoni, New Street, Paignton 

Plymouth, Stonehouse, and ^ 

District Mr. A. Geach, 8, Diamond Avenue, Plymouth 

South Molton . . . . Mr. J. Lydden, South Molton 

Tavistock Bev. F. T. Astbury, Tavistock 

Teignmouth Bev. S. J. Thorpe, Tyndale, Hermosa Boad, 

Teignmouth 
Tiverton Bev. H. G. Classey, Plymtree, CuUompton, 

Devon 
Mr. E. M. Shinner, The Glenkens, Warren Boad, 

^^'^'^^y ■ Mr. W. E. Thomas, The Dewerstone, Tor Hill 

V Boad, Torquay 

Torrington Mr. J. Handford, Church Gate, Torrington 

Totnes Mr. W. Bradford, Buckfastleigh > 



DOBSETSHIBE. 

Blandford Mr. L. A. Pitman, 8, Edward Street, Blandford 

Dorchester I J?' ?' I' Wernham, South Street, Dorchester 

I Mr. J. B. Penfold 

Gillingham Bev. W. Taylor, Newbury, GiUingham, Dorset 

Poole Bev. S. Ainsworth, The Bowans, Wimbome 

Boad, Poole 
Portland , , . * • . Bev. J. Page^ 89, Grosveuor Boad, Portland 
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Town. Secretary. 

West Dorset Mr. H. G. Matthews, Lyndhorst, St. Andrew's 

Boad, Bridport 
Weymouth and Distriot .. Mr. W. H. Bolt, 15, Great George Street, 

Weymouth 
Wimbome Mr. G. E. Sutton, Longham, Wimbome 

DUBHAM. 

Barnard Castle . . . . Bev. Jos. H. Armstrong, Heatherlands, Barnard 

Castle 
•DJoV,^^ A ««w««^ f Mr. T. H. Taylor, 4,Eensington, Bishop Auckland 

Bishop Auckland . . • • | Mr. A. R. Doggart, The Gables, Bishop Auckland 
Blackhill,Consett and Distriot Mr. M. J. Bobson, 48, Durham Boad, Blackhill, 

CO. Durham. 
Blaydon and Distriot . . Mr. L. Henderson, Path Head, Blaydon-on-Tyne 

Boldon Colliery . . . . Mr. A. J. Franks, 25, West Terrace, Boldon 

Colliery 
Brandon Bey. J. Bozby, Bumbrae House, Langley Moor, 

CO. Durham 

Bumopfield Mr. H.Weedy, 19,Byer Moor,Bumopfield,B.S.O. 

(Mr. W. Lake, The Parade, Chester-le-Street 
Chester-le-Street . . . . • Mr. J. J. Denison, 19, Jones Street, Birtley, 

( B.S.O., 00. Durham 
Crook and Distriot . . . . Mr. W. T. Thompson, Apsley House, Crook 

Darlington Bev. W. Hall, 6, Leafield Boad, Darlington 

Durham Mr. J. E. Gibson, 21, Nevilledale Terrace, 

Durham 

Felling Mr. Hedley Dixon, 14, Blyth Terrace, Gateshead 

Gateshead Mr. Ed. Lambert, 14, Whitehall Boad, Gateshead 

Hartlepool Mr. J. J. Peadon, St. Hilda Street, Hartlepool 

Hetton-le-Hole and District . Mr. J. Eirkbride,?, Urwin Street, Hetton-le-Hole 

Houghton Mr. J. E. Gair, Copt. Hill, Houghton-le-Spring 

Middleton-in-Teesdale . . Mr. B. Dobson, 8, Masterman Place, MidcQeton- 

in-Teesdale 

Sacriston Mr. J. B. Collins, Front Street, Saoriston 

Seaham Harbour . . . . Mr. W. Lee, Candlish Terrace, Seaham Harbour 

ShUdon Mr. J. G. Whittaker, Primitive Street, Shildon 

South Shields .. .. Mr. M. Martin, 16, Windsor Terrace, South 

Shields 

Spennymoor Mr. J. W. Pratt, 46, Stratton Street, Spennymoor 

Staincurop Mr. J. Gamett Barron, West View, Buttemowle, 

B. S.O. , vid Darlington 
Stanley Mr. G. T. Shields, 5, John Street, Stanley, 

CO. Durham 
(Bev. T. Barnes, 74, Hurlington Boad, Stockton- 
Stockton-on-Tees .. .,\ on-Tees 

(Mr. H. Bridges, Grange Estate, Stockton-on-Tees 
Sunderland Bev. G. A. Neal, 24, Beechyille Street, Sunder- 
land 

Tow Law Bev. A. W. Mackie, M.A., The Manse, Tow Law 

Waterhouses and District . . Mr. W. B. WiUiss, Coop Terrace, Esh Winning, 

CO. Durham 
Weardale Mr. J. J. Watson, Burtree Ford, Cowshill, Wear- 
head, B.S.O., Weardale 
Wear Valley and District . . Mr. J. T. Gardner,Frosterley, B.S.O. ,co. Durham 
Wnat TT«^,^i««/w.i /Mr. M. May, 28, Thornton St., West Hartlepool 

wesi uarwepooi .. .. | Mr. W.Notter, Sydenham Boad, West Hartlepool 
Willington Bev. W. Jobson, Dene View, WilUngton, co. 

Durham 
Wingate and Distriot . . Mr. B. J. Hays, Clarence House, Lake View 

Terrace, Station Town, Wingate 
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Essex. 

Sdoretary. 
Rev. W. E. Robson, 18, WoodviUe Boad, Braintree 



(Bey. J. Davis, Gresham Boad, Brentwood 

•• \\ " — ■ 



Town. 
Braintree and Booking 

Brentwood | Mr. B. Ohisnall, Hill Crest, Shenfield, Brentwood 

Chelmsford Mr. Edward A. Hunt, Oakboome Writtle, 

Chelmsford 
Clacton-on-Sea .. .. Bev. P. A. Clements, Collingwood, Old Boad, 

Clacton-on-Sea 

Colchester Mr. Ernest C. Last, 22, Military Boad, Colchester 

Gogge8hall,Eelvedon,(&Tiptree Miss M. E. Doowra, ' ' Greys," Eelvedon, B.S. O. , 

Essex 

Halstead Miss Warden, Qwyettcot, Halstead 

Maldon Mr. H. E. Sadd, The Oaks, Maldon 

Pitsea Mr. W. Cooper, *'Bealah,'' Bulpham, vid 

Bomford. 
Bev. J. M. Fergusson, Dalnabreck, Southend-on- 

Sea 
• Mr. B. J. Edwards, 77, St. Mary's Boad, 

Prittlewell 



Southend-on-Sea 



Bristol. 



Cheltenham 

Cinderford 
Cirencester 



Colef ord 

Dursley <& Wootton 
Frampton Cotterell 
Gloacester 



North Cotswold 

Oldland Common and Dist. 
Stroud 



Tewkesbury 
Thornbury 



Alton .. 
Basingstoke 



Gloucestebshire . 

Mr. G. H. Oatley, Church House, Clifton Hill, 

Bristol 
Bev. J. G. Inkster, B.A., 14, Manor Park Boad, 

Bedland, Bristol 
Mr. J. Anderton, 145, High Street, Cheltenham 
Mr. W. Ansell 

Bev. F. G. Price, Buardean, Glos. 
Mr. E. J. Batcliffe, Bowling Green Farm, 

Cirencester 
Mr. W. S. Adams, John Street, Coleford 
Bev. J. Wesley Brown, Berrycrof t, Berkeley, Glos. 
Mr. O. Dando, Frampton Cotterell 
Bev. T. Bandall, 1, Clarendon Villas, Tredworth 

Boad, Gloucester 
Bev. G. A. Ambrose, The Manse, Bourton-on- 

the- Water 
Mr. W. Davis, Font Hill, Bitton, near Bristol 
Bev. J. H. Tuckwell, Houndscroft, Bodboro', 

Stroud 
Mr. G. S. Bailton, British Schools, Tewkesbury 



Bournemouth 

Cowes and East Cowes 

Eastleigh 
Fareham 
Fordingbridge 
Gosport and Alverstoke 
Lymington . . 



Hampshire. 

Mr. S. J. Opie, 42, Bow Street, Alton 
Bev. H. J. Chapman, Church Square, Basing- 
stoke 
Mr. J. W. Willis, Usk Street, Basmgstoke 
Bev. A. G. E. Gibson, Blyth Holme, Belvedere 

Boad, Bournemouth 
Mr. E. A. Colbome, Femlea, St. Mary's Boad, 

Bournemouth 
Bev. A. A. Stevens, Connaught Boad, East 

Cowes 
Mr. F. Noyce, High Street, Eastleigh 
Mr. J. W. Dodge, 6, Hartlands Boad, Fareham 
Mr. W. Blackmore, Fordingbridge 
Mr. J. Boper, 2, Oak Street, Gosport 
Mr. C. H. Hatchard, Emsworth I&>ad, Lymington 
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Town. Secretary. 

Newport, Isle of Wight . . Bev. A. Jones, Newport, Isle of Wight 

Petersfield Bev. F. Senior, Epworth Honse, Petersfield 

Portsmouth Mr. A. G. Yeaxlee, 7, Albert Grove, Southsea 

Bomsey Bev. A. J. Grieve, M.A., B.A., The Manse, 

Bomsey 
Shanklin and Sandown . . Bev. M. L. Gaunt, Bap. Minister, Sandown 
Southampton Bev. W. Y. Cook, Dunorlan, Gobbett Boad, 

Bitterne Park, Southampton 

Stockbridge Mr. C. G. W. Hale, Stockbridge 

Swanmore and District . . Bev. T. H. Clarke, The Manse, Swanmore, 

Bishops Waltham 
Whitchurch Mr. Alfred J. Pearoe, London Boad, Whitchurch, 

Hants 
Winchester Mr. £. Browning Holdaway, 6, Clifton Boad, 

Winchester 

Hebefobdshibe. 

Hereford Mr. £. L. Wallis, St. Owen Street, Hereford 

Ledbury, Newent, & Gorsley Mr. J. C. Shambrook, Sunnyside, Gorsley, Glos. 

Leominster Coun. D. A. Brown, Leominster 

Boss Bev. C. T. Price, The Manse, Ashfield, Boss 

Hebtfobdshibe. 

Berkhampstead and North- 
church Bev. F. C. Player, B.A., Berkhampstead 

Bishop's Stortford . . . . Bev. W. T. Dyke, Sawbridgeworth 
Cheshunt, Waltham Cross, 

and Waltham Abbey . . Mr. G. G. Breeze, 44, Turner's Hill, Cheshunt 

Harpenden Mr. J. J. Bailey, Westwiok, Wordsworth 

Boad, Haipenden 

Hemel Hempstead .. .. Bev. W. Wright Bobinson, Marlowes Manse, 

Hemel Hempstead 

Hertford Bev. S. B. Handley, The Manse, Hertford 

Hitchin Mr. F. Griggs, High Street, Hitchin 

£ing8 Langley . . . . Bev. T. W. Fellowes, Kings Langley 

St. Albans Mr. G. Watson, 19, Bamsbury Boad, St. Albans 

Tring . . Bev. J. Bayliss, Hillden Villa, New Mill, Tring 

Huntingdon. 

Huntingdon . . . . Mr. F. M. Hinde, 29, Ermine Street, Huntingdon 

Bamsey Mr. W. Willson, New Town, Bamsey 

St. Neots 

Ireland. 

Belfast 

Cork 

Isle of Man. 

w (Mr. A. J. Bidge, Somerset Boad, Douglas 

manx . . . . . . . . | j^^ ^ Gillis, 7, Woodbum Square, Douglas 

Kent. 

Ashford Bev. F.T. Gregg, M. A., Christ Church Parsonage, 

Willesborough, Ashford, Kent 

Broadstairs Mr. C. Hooker, 12, Osborne Boad, Broadstairs 

Canterbury Mr. Fortescue West, 8, The Parade, Canterbury 

Chatham Mr. Wagon, 55, Luton Boad, Chatham 
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Deal Mr. A. S. Taylor, 56, Middle Street, Deal 

Dover Bev. W. Gill, 14, Selboume Terrace, Dover 

Faversham Mr. T. Batcliffe, West Street, Faversham 

Folkestone Mr. G. W. Tack, 10, West Terrace, Folkestone 

GiUingham Mr. S. H. White, 241, Napier Boad, Gillingham, 

Kent 

Gravesend Mr. S. Matthews, 9, Singlewell Boad, Gravesend 

Isle of Sheppy . . . . Bev. W. H. Paulson, 24, Alexandra Boad, 

Sheemess 

Maidstone Bev. E. Beeve Butter, The Manse, Sntton Valance 

Margate, Westgate, and Dist. Mr. W. F. Wilson, 8, Cecil Square, Margate 

Minster Mr. Bedford, Bversley, Minster, Thanet 

Bamsgate Mr. W. J. Meek, 8, Spencer Square, Bamsgate 

Bochester Mr. C. Ashdown, 42, Thorold Boad, Chatham 

Sevenoaks Bev. A. B. Bell, Westerham, Kent 

Sittingboume and District . . Mr. C. Trowell, Lincoln Villas, Park Boad, 

Sittingbourne 
South Tankerton . . . . Mr. B. N. McQueen, Boserae, South Tankerton 

Tonbridge Mr. Comwell, Tonbridge 

Mr. T. W. Butter, 10, High Street, Tonbridge 

Wells 
" ' Mr. C. H. Strange, 20, Dudley Boad, Tunbridge 
I Wells 
Whitstable Mr. George Church, jun., Oxford Street, 

Whitstable 



Tunbridge Wells 



Lakcashibs. 

Accrington Bev. H. Brook, M.A., Accrington 

Ashton-in-Makerfield . . Mr. W. Baxondale, " Fairfield," Wigan Boad, 

Brynn, near Wigan 

(Mr. Albert Williamson, Norton Villas, Mossley 
Boad, Ashton-under-Lyne 
Mr. T. W. Bates, 17, Milton Place, Ashton- 
under-Lyne 
AspuU Mr. Wm. Fairhurst, Holly Villas, Haigh Boad, 

Aspull, near Wigan 

Bacup Mr. A. Brown, Burwood House, Bacup 

Barrowford Mr. ThompsonBobinson, Woodlands, Barrowford 

Barrow-in-Furness .. .. Bev. T. O. Harries, Lord Street, Barrow-in- 
Furness 
Blackburn Bev. W. Lawson Forster, Bobin*s Nest, Duke's 

Brow, Blackburn 
TOanir«nni ( Mr. E. Holt, 18, Cambridge Boad, Blackpool 

iJiacKpooi I Mr. J. HiUman, Central Drive, Blackpool 

Bolton Mr. W. W. CoUinson, 58, Moncrieffe Street, 

Bolton 

Bootle Mr. Vaughan Jones, 76, Begent's Boad, Bootle 

Burnley Bev. J. Barton Clarke, 4, Scott Park Boad, 

Burnley 

Bury Bev. P. Burnett, Gigg Lane, Bury 

Castleton Mr. E. Law, 35, St. Martin's Street, Castleton, 

Lancashire 
r«K/.»i^« f Coun. Cook, Carrington Boad, Chorley 

^**®"®y (Bev. W. Kelly, Inglenook, Chorley 

Chorlton-cum-Hardy .. Mr. J. W. Parkinson, B.A., 5, Cross Boad, 

Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Manchester 
Church and Oswaldwhistle. . Mr. J. Pearson, 229, Avenue Parade, Accrington 
Clitheroe Bev. E. H. Apperley, 18, Salthill Terrace, 

CUtheroe 
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Town. Secretary. 

Golne Mr. H. Clark, Nile House, Albert Boad, Ck>lne, 

Lanos. 

Droylsden Mr. A. B^om, Aingarth, Stalybridge 

Eocles and District . . . . Bev. G. L. Stowe, 9, Monk's Hall Grove, Ecoles, 

Manchester 
Famworth Mr. John Eenyon, Clanuneroloagh House, 

Famworth 
Fleetwood Bev. W. J. Houlgate, 60, Claremont Terrace, 

Fleetwood 
Fumess and Gartmel . . Bev. J. G. Anderson, Fair View, Dalton-in- 

Fumess 

Fylde Bev. W. Evans, The Manse, Blackpool 

Golbome Mr. H. H. Constantine, 118, Leigh Street, 

Golbome 
Gorton Mr. V. S. Quance, Daisybank, Station Boad, 

Gorton, Manchester 
Great Harwood . . . . Mr. J. Astley, Queen Street, Great Harwood 
Haslingden Bev. J. W. Nairn, Devonshire Place, Hasling- 

den, Lanes. 

Hevwood Bev. S. L. Britton, 62, Gkx>de Street, Heywood 

HoUinwood Bev. G. Hunt, 4, Vicarage Street, Hollinwood, 

Oldham 

Horwich Mr. J. Piatt, 16, Melbourne Grove, Norwich 

Kirkham Mr. E. Bigby, fSreckleton, near Kirkham, Lanes. 

Lancaster Mr. V. H. Cross, 47, St. Oswald St., Lancaster 

( Mr. J. Battersby, Sandy Lane, Lawton, near 

Leigh -[ Newton-le- Willows 

( Mr. J. M. Beid, 67, The Avenue, Leigh 

Levenshulme Mr. B. Bostron, 36, Marshall Boad,Levenshulme 

Littleborough . . . . Mr. E. J. Pearson, Littleborough 

Liverpool Bev. F. W. Nicholson, 264, Anfield Boad, 

Liverpool 
Liverpool (Welsh) . . Mr. H. Jones, Ystrad, Hayman's Green, 

Liverpool 
Lytham and St. Annes . . Bev. Morton Gledhill, Bossal Boad, Ansdell, 

Lytham 
Manchester, North . . Bev. W. Owen, 10, Hampshire Street, Cheetham, 

Manchester 
Manchester, North-East . . Bev. F. W. Atkin, 118, Droylsden Boad, New- 
ton Heath, Manchester 
Manchester, North- West .. Bev. E. W. Howes, M.A.i 22, Oak Boad, 

Crumpsall, Manchester 
( Mr. T. B. Eirkland, 31, Clitheroe Boad, Longsight 
Manchester, South-East . . \ Bev. J. Boss Murray, M.A., 6, The Woodlands, 

\ Victoria Park, Manchester 
Manchester, South . . . . Bev. T. Tims Waylett, 40, Hamilton Street, Old 

TrafFord, Manchester 
Manchester &Salford (Welsh) Mr. W. H. Boberts, Worsley Lodge, Clarendon 

Crescent, Eocles 
Middleton Bev. A. Morton, Park Villa, Archer Park, Middle- 
ton, Lanos. 

Morecambe Bev. W. G. Peck, Hawthorn House, Morecambe 

Mossley Bev. J. Campbell, Abney Manse, Mossley 

Nelson Mr. E. Pemberton, 106, Brunswick Street, Nelson 

Newton-in-Markerfield . . Mr. A. Lumb, 1, Crow Lane West, Earlstown, 

Lanes. 
North Salford Mr. D. M. Hindle, 78, Great Clowes Street, 

Broughton, Manchester 

Oldham Mr. J. L. Cartwright, King Street, Oldham 

Openshaw Mr. D. Fairbank, 868, Ashton Boad, Higher 

Openshaw 
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Padiham 

Piatt Bridge .. 

Preston 

Prestwioh 

Badcliff e 

Bamsbottom and District 



Bawtenstall 

Bishton 

Boohdale 

St. Helens 



Salford, South and West 

Skelmersdale . . 

Southport 

Stalybridge . . 

Stretf ord 

Swinton and District 

Tyldsley 
Upholland 



Urmston and District 
Walkden 



Seaforth, and 



Warrington 

Waterloo, 
Crosby 



West Gorton .. 

Westhoughton 

Widnes 

Wigan 

Wrightington and District 



Secretary. 
Mr. G. H. Barter, 172, Bailway Terrace, 

Padiham 
Mr. James Allen, 115, NeyiUe Street, Plait 

Bridge 
Bev. J. Dyson, Lower Bank Boad, Falwood, 

Preston 
Mr. J. G. Tomlinson, 51, Gardner Boad, Prest- 
wioh, near Mandiester 
Mr. J. O. Bobinson, 69, Ohurch Street, Badcliffe, 

Lanes. 
Bev. E. Cook, Patmos Manse, Eliza Street, 

Bunsbottom 
Bev. A. D. Garrow, Waterfoot, near Manehester 
Mr. Tomlinson, Bishton, Blackburn 
Bev. James T. Wilkins, Tenterfield, Norden, 

Bochdale 
(Bev. W. Hobroyd, 13, Windle Street, St. Helens 
(Bev. I. Pringle, B.A., Tolver Street, St. Helens 

I Bev. T. Ormerod, 124, Weaste Lane, Pendleton, 
Manchester 
Bev. B. J. Morgan, 5, Carlton Boad, P^idleton, 
Manchester 
Mr. P. Hunt, 25, Ormskirk Boad, Skelmersdale 
(Bev. Adam Scott, 96, Leyland Boad, Southport 
( Mr. Brimelow, Cambridge Arcade, Southpcnrt 
Mr. J. T. Stevens, 2, Hawke Street, Stalvbridge 
Mr. J. Owen, 123, Barton Boad, Stretford 
Bev. Miles Hanson, Temple Drive, Swinton, 

Manchester 
Mr. J. Brimelow, 24, Lemon Street, Tyldesley 
Mr. J. Pennington, 28, Church Street, Farmoor, 

Orrell 
Mr. P. Butler, 23, Winifred Boad, Urmston, 

Manchester 
Bev. J. P. Hodgson, 10, Memorial Boad, 

Walkden, near Manchester 
Bev. H. Wall, 3, Beresford Street, Warrington 
Mr. E. Wynne Jones, 540, Enutsford Boad, 
Latchford, Warrington 



Ansty and District . . 

Ashby-de-la-Zouch .. 
Barlestone and District 



Coalville 

Earl Shilton and Barwell 



Enderby , Narborough &Dis. . . 

Hathem 

Hinckley 



Mr. T. Evan Hughes, 18, Cavendish Boad, 

Blundell Sands, Lanes. 
Mr. G. Jones, 8, Exeter Street, Ardwick 
Mr. G. N. Hunt, 341, Church St., Westhoughton 
Mr. S. Hedley Bobinson, Birchfield Bd., Widnes 
Mr. J. A. Johnson, 39, Park View, Wigan 
Mr. W. Blight, Shevington, near Wigan 

Leicestbbshibe. 

Mr. W. Bos worth, Gladstone Street, Anstey, 

Leicester 
Bev. C. H. Homer, Ashby-de-la-Zouch 
Mr. J. W. Petcher, The Farm, Barlestone, 

Nuneaton 
Mr. C. Bradshaw, 42, James Street, Coalville 
Mr. W. Green, New Shilton, Earl Shilton, 

Hinckley 
Bev. A. E. Jones, Enderby, Leicester 
Mr. T. Mitchell, Hathem, near Loughborough 
Mr. W. F. Hackett, 2, Wood Street, Hinckley 
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Town. Secretary. 

Ibstook Bev. B. Williams, The Manse, Ibstook 

Leicester Mr. A. E. Hardy, 14, Sandown Boad, Leicester 

T />«i»Kk/^«^«»k / ^- -A.. Knight, 68, Leopold Street, Loughborough 

Loughborough . . . . 1^^ Chas. CoJk, HerrSk Jload, Loughborou^ 

Markfield Mr. W. Lay, Thornton Boad, Markfield 

Melton Mowbray .. .. Mr. W. H. Gri£an, 21, Nottingham Boad, 

Melton Mowbray 
Mountsorrel and District . . Mr. £. Oliver, Belmont, Hawdiffe Boad, 

Mountsorrel 
North- West Leicestershire . . Bev. James B. Cooper, Hillsbury, Castle Donning- 

ton, Derby 

Shepshed Mr. C. Mee, Lawson Cottage, Shepshed 

Syston Mr. A. Henson, Albert Street, Syston* Leicester 

West Leicestershire . . . . Bev. C. Barker, Hagguscote, Leicester 
Wigston . . . . . . Mr. W. Spencer, Cadley Boad, Wigston 

LiNOOLNSHIBE. 

Barton Bev. J. Wilson, Ivyville, Holydyke, Barton 

Boston Bev. J. C. Lambert, M.A., 13, Tunnard Street, 

Boston 

Bourne Mr. H. H. Martindale, Gladstone Street, Bourne 

Brigg Mr. John Eirsop, Central Liberal Offices, Brigg 

Gainsborough .. .. Bev.N.Brown, 17, Spittal Terrace, Gainsborough 
Grantham Mr. W. Bradshaw, Gladstone House, Harrowby 

Boad, Grantham 
Grimsby Bev. J. W. Armstrong, Melrose House, Park 

Street, Grimsby 
Holbeach Mr. Harold E. Sharp, The Terrace, High Street, 

Holbeach 

Homoastle 'Bev. Geo. Kendall, 4, West Street, Homcastle 

T {nA/^i» f Bev. J. H. Jackman, 139, Monk's Boad, Lincoln 

^^^^^ t Bev. T. Smith, 177, Burton Boad. Lincohi 

Long Sutton Bev. W. J. Morris, Long Sutton 

Louth Bev. C. E. Bower, Kidgate, Louth 

Market Basen . . . . Bev. A. Morter, Wold View, Market Basen 

Navenby and District . . Mr. E. T. Smith, Navenby, Lines. 

Scotter Bev. J. Bilton, The Manse, Scotter, via Lincoln 

Scunthorpe Mr. H. Hollings, Sunnydene, Frodingham, 

Doncaster 

Sleaford Mr. E. Cracknell, 20, East Boad, Sleaford 

Spalding Mr. C. Dabrymple Hall, 37, New Boad, Spalding 

Metbopolitan District. 

(North of the Thames,) 

A^i.„ (Mr. H. W. Danbury, 36, Allison Bd., Acton, W. 

^^^^ 1 Mr. H. H. CoUier, 182, High Street, Acton 

Bamet Mr. Basil S. Pike, Charmouth, Bulver Boad, 

New Bamet 
Brentford Bev. J. Bumham, Fern Bank, Boston Boad, 

Brentford 
Chiswick Mr. W. H. de Busett, 22a, EUesmere Boad, 

Chiswiok, W. 

Ealing Mr. F. Watt, 14, Grange Park, Ealing, W. 

East Central London . . Mr. H. J. Morgan, 61, Great Percy Street, W.C. 
East Ham Bev. J. W. Wilson, 91, Second Avenue, Manor 

Park, E. 
Finchley Mr. J. E. Hattersley, Holdenhurst, Granville 

Boad, Finchley 
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Fulham Mr. W. H.Prideaux,99, Munster Road, Fulham 

Grays Mr. J. Bobertson, S4, High Street, Grays 

Hackney Bev. H. CJodling, 86, Rushmoie Road, Clapton, 

N.E. 



Hammersmith 
Bosh 

Hampstead 
Harrow 



Hendon 

Highgate 

Homsey 

niord .. 

Islington 

Kensington 

Leyton to Longhton . 



A Shepherd's 



Bev. H. Aldridge, 2, Shaftesbury Boad East, 
Hammersmith 
. . Mr. B. Morley, 1, Fawley Boad, W. Hampstead. 
. . Mr. A. Andrews, ** Branksome,'' Vaughan Boad, 
Harrow 
[Mr. J. W. Butler, ♦*Homeland," Sunny Gkurdens, 
,, \ Hendon 

(Bev. A. B. Preston, Sunny Gardens, Hendon 
{pro. tern.) Mr. G. P. Copland, lOS, Dukes Avenue, Muswell 
Hill 
.. Mr. A. H. Aldwinckle, 11, Wolseley Boad, 

Crouch End 
. . Bev. J. Sutherland, Bedford Boad, Ilford 

(Mr. J. E. Hytch,* 24, Queen's Boad, Browns- 
. . -: wood Park, N. 

(Bev. J. Davison Brown, 46, Hamilton Park, N. 
.. Bev. G. P. McKay, Newton Villa, St. Mark's 
Boad, Netting HiU 
Bev. J. Jermyn, 16, Cambridge Boad, Wanstead, 
N.E. 



Marylebone Bev. J. Griffith Lloyd, 8, Victoria Mansions, 

Edgware Boad, W. 
Muswell Hill Mr. A. E. Mirams, The Bed House, Sydney 

Boad, Colney Hatch Boad, N. 
North- West Ham . . Bev. J. Hawkey Banfield, 50, Hamfrith Boad, 

Stratford, E. 

Paddington Bev. B. Silby, 7, Acton Lane, Harlesden, N.W. 

Poplar Bev. D. Hayes, 10, Harley Street, Bow, E. 

Bomford Bev. Peter Miller, Homchurch, Essex 

South- West Ham .. .. Mr. J. McLean, 103, Selsdon Boad, Barking 

Boad, Plaistow, E. 
Southgate Mr. S. T. Smith, Penington, 172, Palmer's 

Boad, New Southgate 
Stepney Mr. W. J. Bromley, 47, Grosvenor Boad, Ilford 

I Bev. E. J. Dukes, 49, Lawford Boad, Kentish 
Town, N.W. 
Mr. F. J. Brown, M.A., B.Sc, 51, Nassington 
Boad, Hampstead 
Tottenham, Edmonton, and 

Enfield Mr. W. Cameron, 11a, Tynemouth Boad, South 

Tottenham 

Uxbridge Mr. W. J. Hutchings, Biverdale, Cowley, Ux- 

bridge 
Walthamstow . . . . Bev. W. Bidley Chesterton, HartdifFe, Higham 

Hill Boad, Walthamstow 

Watford Mr. P. D. Michael, 6, Grosvenor Boad, Watford 

Westminster, City of, and 
Chelsea Mr. P. H. Weymouth, S, Victoria Street, West- 
minster 
West Central London 

Willesden, East . . . . Mr. J. H. Gooch, 37, Dyne Boad, Brondesbury 
Willesden, West . . . . Bev. Whitaker Bradley, 70, Manor Park Boad, 

Harlesden, N.W. 

Wood Green Mr. W. L. Smith, 22, Maryland Boad, Wood 

Green 
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{Metropolitan District, continued,) 

{South of the Thame$.) 
Town. Seoretftry. 

London (Welsh) 
Balham and Tooting .. Mr. G. Mansell, 183, Trinity Boad, Upper 

Tooting, S.W. 
Battersea and Clapham . . Bey. J. Bertram Budall, 13, Leatbwaite Boad, 

Clapham Common, S.W. 
Bermondsey and Botherhithe Bey. £. Ballard Warren, 261, Linton Boad, 

Bermondsey 
Blaokheatb and Greenwich.. Bev. J. Head Thompson, M.A., B.D., 87, St. 

John's Park, Blaokheath, B.E. 
Brixton Bev. W. Pettman, 95, Tiemey Boad, Streatham 

Hill, S.W. 

(Bev. J. A. Brown, Looh Maree, Westmoreland 
Boad, Bromley 
Mr. T. Lyle, F.B.H.S., 41, Beokenham Boad, 
Beokenham, Kent 
Gamberwell, Peckham, and 
Dulwich Dr. G. W. Bichards, 22a, Champion Grove, 

Camberwell 
Catford, Hither Green, and 
South Lee Bev. D. Watkins, 53, Torridon Boad, Catford, 

S.E. 
Central South London . . Mr. James Everett, 170, Eennington Park Boad, 

S.E. 
Croydon Bev. A. J. Beid, 22, South Park Hill Boad, 

Croydon 

Dartford 

Deptford Bev. J. Lewis, 34, Cranfield Boad, Brockley, S.E. 

Erith and Belvedere. . . . Mr. B. Harlook, Eaton Villa, Berkhampstead 

Boad, Belvedere 

Kingston Mr. B. M. Lord, 23, High Street, Kingston 

Lewisham, Lee, and Eltham Mr. Clifford Smith, 16, Effingham Boad, Lee 
Norwood Bev. E. Dennis, 28, St. Julian's Farm Boad, 

West Norwood. 
Putney Mr. E. A. Edmonds, 153, High Street, Putney, 

S.W. 
Biohmond Bev. Palmer Grenville,LL.B.,B.A., 22, EUerker 

Gardens, Biohmond 

Sidcup Mr. H. Humphrey Gilbert, Carisbrook, Sidoup 

Staines and Twickenham . . Bev. F. C. Skegg, Bozel, Ashford, Middlesex 
Sydenham, Forest Hill, and 
Catford Bev. E. J. T. Bagnall, 160, Stanstead Boad, 

Forest Hill, S.E. 
Streatham Mr. A. Pomeroy, 3, Hopton Boad, Streatham, 

S.W. 
Sutton Mr. S. F. Angel, Ivy Villa, Carshalton Boad, 

Sutton 

Wandsworth | KsKS'r ' '^i^l'^ ' '''"'^- 

Windsor, Slough and District Bev. J. H. J. Beckhurst, 59, Hencroft Street, 

Slough 
Woolwich and Plumstead . . Bev. Grosvenor Corin, 29,BiponBoad,PlumBtead 



MONMOUTB 

Abercam Mr. Ben Boberts, 16, Llanover Street, Abercarn 

Abergavenny Mr. W. Jacob, Clyne Villa, Abergavenny 

Bassaleg Mr. Spencer E. Llewellyn, ^*Brynteg," Boger- 

stone, near Newport, Mon. 
Blackwood Mr. A. Hughes, Household Stores, Blackwood 
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Blaenavon Bev. J. Griffiths, Glyngwyn, Cwmavon Bosa, 

Blaenavon, Mon. 
Blaina uid Nantyglo . . Mr. T. J. Jones, 16, Gladstone Street, Blaina 

Chepstow Mr. W. Thomas, 2, Hontfield Villas, Chepstow 

Cromlin Mr. A. Adams, 2, Lawn Cottages, Cnunlin 

CwmaTon, Pontthydynm, and 

Bryn Bfr. John Phillips, Cwmavon, Glam. 

Ebbw Yale and District . . Bev. T. Tudor. Maesyooed, Kbbw Yale 
Bastem YaUeys . . . . Bev. E. Owen, B.A., St. JamesFields, Pontypool 
Llanhilleth Bev. Gomer Williams, 1, Springfield Terrace, 

Llanhilleth, Mons. 
Magor and District .. .. Mr. J. Griffiths, Post Office, Magor, near 

Newport, Mons. 
Monmouth . . . . Bev. J. T. Giles, 32, Chippenham Gate Street, 

Monmoath 

Newbridge Mr. B. Belcher, Coronation Buildings, Newbridge 

Newport Mr. B. J. Langmaid, Beaufort Yilla, Chepstow 

Boad, Newport, Mons. 
Pontllanfraith . . . . Bev. £. Lewis, 7, Penllwryn Crescent, PontUan- 

fraith, Mons. 
Tredegar and District .. Mr. J. D. Evans, 65, Queen Yictoria Street, 

Tredegar 

NOBTOLK. 

Aylsham Mr. A. Blades, Cawston Boad, Aylsham 

Bumham Market . . . . Mr. Charles Biohes, Bumham Market 
Dereham Bev. E. J. Quintrdl, Cowper Parsonage, East 

Dereham 
Downham Market Bev. J. J. Harrison, London Boad, Downbam 

Market 
Fakenham and District . . Bev. E. J. Sainsbury, Fakenham 
Holt and District . . . . Bev. A. E. Calvert, Bourne House, Sheringham 

Hunstanton Mr. J. H. Page, Hunstanton 

King's Lynn Bev. D. J. Evans, B.A., Tennyson Avenue, 

King's Lynn 
Long Stratton . . . . Miss H. A. Delf , Top Croft, Bungay, Norfolk 
Martham Bev. F. C. France, The Manse, Martham, Great 

Yarmouth 
North Walsham and District Bev. F. Brockway, 1, The Terrace, N. Walsham 
Norwich Bev. Geo. P. Clarke, 172, Dereham Boad, 

Norwich 

Swa£Fham Mr. J. Shingles, Clarence Yilla, SwafiFham 

Thetford, Brandon, & District Mr. W. Fowell, Earl Street, Thetf ord 

Watton Bev. J. A. Halfpenny, Watton 

Wells Mr. Bichford, High Street, Wells 

Wymondham . . . . Mr. C. J. Laycock, Market Place, Wymondham 
Yarmouth Bev. J. Westland Bose, HeaUicote, Marine 

Parade, N., Great Yarmouth 



NORTHAHPTONSHIBE. 

Daventry and Long Buckby Mr. C. Bodhouse, 38, Oxford Street, Daventry 
" " ' .. Bev. L. J. E. Smith, Scrampore, Park Boad, 

Kettering 
. . Bev. E. Frank Tarrant, Great Bowden, Market 
Harborough 
Mr. Herbert Brain, 14, Collingwood Boad, 



Kettering 

Market Harborough . . 

Northampton 

Oundle and Thrapeton 



Northampton 
( Mr. J. B. Wilkinson, Addington, Thrapston 
I Mr. H. Jelley, YarweU, Wansford 
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Town. 
Peterborough . . 

Boshden, Higham, & District 
Towoeeter 

Wellingborongh 



Alnwick 
Bedlington . . 
BiUQuay .. 

Blyth and District .. 
Cramlington .. 



Haltwhistle .. 
Haydon Bridge 
Hexham and District 
Morpeth 
Newcastle-on-Tyne .. 

North Tyne and District 

Tynomouth and District 

Walker-on-Tyne 
Wallsend 



Willington Quay 



Arnold and Daybrook 
Beeston and District 
Bulwell 
Carlton 



Doverbeck Valley 
Hucknall Torkard 

Eirby-in-Ashfield 
Mansfield 

Mansfield Woodhouse 
Newark and District 



Nottingham 
Pleasley HiU . 



Retford 

Buddington . . 
Stapleford 
Sutton-in-Ashfield . . 

Whitwell and District 

Worksop 

Woodborough 



Seeretary. ^ 

Bev. W. J. Butler, Wes^ate, €hapel House, 

Peterborough 
Bev. B. Shorten, 21, High Street, Bushden 
Mr. Geo. T. Smith, 13, Wickham Terrace, Tow- 

cester 
Mr. E. Plowman, Banelagh Boad, Welling. 

borough 

NOBTHTTMBEBLAND. 

Bev. W. Madgen, Bondgate, Alnwick 

Mr. £. Philipson, 81, Jubilee Terrace, Bedlington 

Mr. W. J. Backley, 31, Croxdale Terrace, Pelan, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Mr. W. H. Baker, 7, Belgrave Crescent, Blyth 

Mr. G. Pearson, Co-operative Buildings, Cram- 
lington 

Mr. B. fiastewell, The Grange, Haltwhistle 

Mr. J. Wilcox, Haydon Bridge 

Bev. J. A. Tait, B. A. ,17, Hextol Terrace, Hexham 

Bev. Geo. Fawcett, Morpeth 

Mr. Thomas Dodds, Emerson Chambers, Blackett 
Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Bev. E. Craine, The Manse, West Woodbum, 
Northumberland 

Mr. C. W. Brown, North Terrace, Preston, North 
Shields 

Mr. F. Hope, West School House, Walker-on-T. 

Mr. J. J. Bichardson, 14, Laburnum Avenue, 
WaJlsend 

Bev. B. P. Senior, 76, Stanley Street, Willing- 
ton Quay 

NOTTINOHAMSHIBB. 

Mr. S. Dove, Post Office, Daybrook 
Mr. W. Torrance, Dennison Street, Beeston 
Mr. G. H. Hewis, 227, Highbury Boad, Bulwell 
Mr. J. H. Godfrey, Conway Villas, Carlton, near 

Nottingham 
f Mr. J. Marriott, Woodborough 
I Mr. J. P. Bichardson. 
Bfr. C. H. Saxton, 54, Carlingford Boad, 

Hucknall Torkard 
Mr. T. H. Shacklock, The Hill, Eurby-hi-Ashfield 
Mr. G. Morgan, Noel Villa, Mansfield 
Mr. E. Beddish, Park Bow, Mansfield, Woodhouse 
Bev. Ashby G. Mays, The Manse, London Boad, 

Newark 
Bev. A. E. Owen Jones, 28, Newstead Grove, 

Nottingham 
Mr. A. E. Morton, Armitage Chambers, Victoria 

Street, Nottingham 
Mr. D. Lingham, Hillmoor Street, Pleasley Hill, 

Mansfield 
Bev. H. Collard, The Manse, Betford 

Mr. H. E. Stevenson, Park Bakery, Stapleford 
Bev. John Stephenson, High Pavement, Sutton- 

in-Ashfield 
Mr. W. Harper, Whitwell, near Mansfield 
Mr.D. F.Walker, Oakhurst, Watson Bd., Worksop 
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Town. 



Henley-on-Thames .. 

Oxford 

Thame 



OXFOBDBHntS. 

Seoretary. 
Mr. H. Churchley, Hempston Lodge, Dedding- 

ton, Ozon 
Rev. S. T. Tucker, The Manse, Henley-on-T. 
Bev. James Dann, 7, Cripley Boad, Oxford 
Bev. J. L. Cooper, The Manse, Long Grendon, 

Thame 



Bntland 



BUTLAND. 

Bev. D. Prothero, B.A., Oakham, Butland 



Shropshibb. 

Basohurch Mr. J. Passmore, Basohurch 

Bridgnorth Bev. W. J. Payling Wright, FemhiU, Bridgnorth 

Dawley Mr. J. H. Ball, Horsehay, Dawley 

EUesmere and District . . Mr. Tom Hood, Harcourt House, EUesmere, 

Ludlow Mr. H. J. Akam, 1, Gravel Hill, Ludlow, Salop 

Market Drayton . . Bev. G. G. Macarthur, Market Drayton 

Minsterley Bev. Leonard Miles, The Grove, Mmsterley 

Newport Mr. John Wagg, Market Square, Newport, Salop 

Oakengates Mr. V. Thurston, Acorn Villas, Holyhead Bead. 

Oakengates 

Oswestry Mr. J. Burgess, 6, Llwyn Terrace, Oswestry 

Oswestiy (Welsh) . . . . Mr. J. B. Jones, London House, Oswestry 

Pontesbury Mr. Lakelive, Post Office, Pontesbury,Shrew8bury 

(Bev. W. Cooper, Clifford House, Clifford Street, 

Shrewsbury 
• • ' Mr. W. W. Peet, 6, Holywell Terrace, Shrews- 
\ bury) 

Wellington Bev. Grey Williams, Wellington, Salop 

Wem Bev. H. Cowling, 8, Market Street, Wem 

Whitchurch Mr. J. Woollam, Westleigh, Talbot Street, 

Whitchurch 



Shrewsbury 



SoMEBSETSHmS . 

)Mr. G. J. Long, Woodspring, Bloomfield Av., 
Bath 
Bev. E. H. Cadoux, Batheaston, Bath 
Bridgwater . . . . . . Bev. D. Lloyd, North Petherton, Bridgwater 

Bumham, Highbridge and 

District Bev. J. Hayes, St. Valentine's, Highbridge, 

Somerset 
Central Somerset . . . . Bev. A. Hewlett, Street, Somerset 

Chard Mr. T. W. Sanders, Bothwell House, Chard 

Cheddar Valley . . . . Bev. P. H. Taylor, The Brough, Wedmore 

Clevedon Mr. E. H. Light, Queen's Boad, Clevedon 

Frome and District . . . . Mr. A. G. Chubb, Lomond, Lock's Hill, Frome 
Midsomer Norton and District Bev. J. G. Cushing, Bosslyn, Midsomer Norton 

Minehead Bev. J. C. Irvine, The Manse, Minehead 

Shepton Mallet . . . . Bev. T. D. Williams, Milton, Wells 
Somerton and District . . Mr. Thomas Baker, Somerton 

Taunton Mr. F. C. Sanderson, 5, Mount Terrace, Taunton 

Wellington Bev. G. W. Joyce, Wellington, Somerset 

Weston-super-Mare . . . . Mr. S. Haddon, Albert Quadrant, Weston-super- 
Mare 
Wrinffton Valley .. .. Mr. H. C. MarshaU 
Teovu Bev. J. H. Geeson, 163, Sherborne Boad, Yeovil 
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Staffordbhibe. 
Town. Secretary* 

Audley Mr. E. Lathan, Camber Cot, Andlej, Newcastle 

Bilston Bev. J. Bolton ^etta, 100, Wellington Boad, 

Bilston 
Blackheath Bfr. S. H. Griffin Bate, Holt Boad, Blaokheath, 

Birmingham 
Brierley Hill and District . . Mr. G. H. Lloyd, Bent Street, Brierley Hill 
Brownhills and District . . Bev. W. W. Price, Brownhills, viA Walsall 

Borslem Mr. E. H. Kent, 246, Newcastle Street, Bnrslem 

Borton-on-Trent . . Mr. H. McNicol, 139, Thomley Street, Barton- 

on-l^ent 
Cannock and District . . Bev. A. C. Baker, Wesley House, Hednesford 

Cheadle Mr. C. T. Ball, Cicily Street, Cheadle 

Chesterton Mr. J. Biley, The Board School, Chesterton, 

Cradley Mr. E. Bird, Two Ghates, Cradley 

Cradley Heath .. Mr. W. H. Hackett, Spinner's End, Cradley 

Heath 
Darlaston Bev. J. Griffith, Joynson Street, King's Hill, 

Wednesbory 

Fenton Mr. J. H. Waterland, Heron Street, Fenton 

Halesowen Mr. Stephen Coy, Hagley Street, Halesowen 

Halmerend Mr. L Brindley, Minnie Villas, Halmerend 

Hanley Mr. W. Hodkinson, 21, Eaton Street, Hanley 

Leek 

Longton Mr. B. JoUey, 279, Uttozeter Boad, Longton 

Madeley Mr. E. W. Myatt, Madeley, Newcastle-ander- 

Lyne 
Mow Cop Mr. J. T. Hollinshead, Kent Green, Scholar 

Green, Stoke-on-Trent 
Newcastle-onder-Lyne . . Mr. J. H. Bailey, 6, Vessey St. , Newcastle, Staffs. 

Newchapel Mr. H. H. Baily, Lane End, Newchapel 

Old Hill Mr. W. Beaseley, Cases Lane, Old Hill, Staffs. 

Bageley Mr. T. *W. White, Station Boad, Handsacre, 

near Bageley 

Shelfield Mr. W. Johnson, Beechcroft, Shelfield, Walsall 

Silverdale Mr. W. Clayton, 6, Vale Street, Silverdale 

Smallthome and District . . Mr. A. Walters, Leek Boad, Smallthome 
Stafford Bev. W. G. Branch, 11, Branswick Terrace, 

Stafford 

Stoke Mr. J. Jones, 150, Oxford Street, Stoke-on-Trent 

Talke Mr. W. Coldough, Congleton Boad, Talke 

Tamworth and District . . Bev. N. Boocock, 27, Albert Boad, Tamworth 

Tipt(m Bev. S. C. Cook, Bloomfield Boad, Tipton 

Tunstall and District . . Bev. J. Money, Wmdmill Street, Tanstall 

Uttoxeter Bev. Bichard Baxter, Hockley Villas, Uttoxeter 

Walsall Mr. C. Gray, 8, Eastboame Street, Walsall 

Wednesbary Mr. Jos. Witherington, Donedale, Corporation 

Street, Wednesbary 
West Bromwich . . . . Bfr. H. H. Prince, 191, High Street, West Brom- 

wich 

WiUenhall Mr. W. E. Parkes, The Manor, WiUenhall 

Wolstanton Mr. S. Booth, High Street, Wolstanton 

Wolverhampton . . . . Mr. S. H. W. Bevon, 48, Lea Boad, Wolver- 
hampton 

Suffolk. 
Beocles and District . . . . Bev. W. Heather, The Manse, Beocles 
Bary St. Edmonds .. .. Mr. J. W. Searle, Northgate Avenae, Bary 

St. Edmands 
Eye and District . . . . Bev. Alex, W. Pay, The Manse, Eye 
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Town. Secretary- 

Felixstowe, Walton, and Dis. Bfr. C. Ellis, Holne Lodge, Walton 
HaTerhill Bev. W. H. Thomas, Baytiiome Lodge, Eedliig- 

ton, Haverhill 
Ipswich Bey. S. Hirst, B.A., B.D., Ennerdale, Ciolder 

Boad, Ipswich 
T^»A«fnft: J Mr. E. J. Holt, The Avenue, South Lowestoft 

uowesion | .^^ j ^ g^^^^ Burton Street, Lowestoft 

Saxnumdham and District . » Bev. A. J. Billings, Aldeburgh 

Sudbury Mr. F. B. Frauds, Sudbury 

Woodbridge and District .. Mr. J. B. Mulley, Bank BuUdings, Tfaowfare, 

Woodbridge 

Subset. 
Aldershot and Famham . . Mr. Fred. S. Selfe, Waldene, Weyden Hill Boad, 

Famham 
Epsom Bev. Arthur Platts, B.A., Cromwell Cottages, 

London Boad, Ewell, Surrey 
Guildford and Godalming . . Mr. Bussell G. Davey, 15, Sandfield Terraee, 

Guildford 
North-West Surrey . . . . Mrs. E. Laker, The Grove, Byfleet 
Beigate and Dorking . . Bev. Jos. Squires, Southville, Bedhill 
West Surrey and District . . Mr. J. C. Langsdale, Yorktown, Surrey 
Wimbledon Mr. D. B. McLaren, 29, Denmark Avenue, 

Wimbledon 
Woking Bev. J. H. Mihies, Wych Hill, Woking 

Sussex. 
Battle Mr. W. H. Edmunds, 9, Hoath Hill, Mountfield, 

Boberisbridge 
Brighton Bev. S. B. Lane, Whitworth House, Florence 

Boad, Brighton 

Chichester Bev. B. HaJl, Chichester 

Eastbourne .. .. Bev. J. E. Easterbrook, Inglewood, Whitley 

Boad, Eastbourne 
East Grinstead .. .. Bev. J. Dickerson Davies, M.A., Hill View, 

Portland Boad, East Grinstead 

I Mr. H. Sampson, Momingside, Elphinstone 
Rey.^E.*'K?^oodoMe, Edmund Boad. 
Hastings 

Horsham Mr. F. Cranham, Moss Bose Villa, Broadbridge 

Heath, Horsham 

Lewes Bev. J. P. Morris, 22, St. John's Terrace, Lewes 

Midhurst and District . . Mr. Thos. Maides, West Street Stores, Midhurst 

Mid-Sussex Bev. C. H. W. Cox, The Manse, Burgess Hill, 

Sussex 

Newhaven Mr. Bayner, Fort Boad, Newhaven 

Uckfield Bev. Thomas Scott, The Manse, XJckfield 

( Mr. D. Eraser 

Worthing Bev. W. D. Boss, B.Sc, ♦*Loralai," Belsiae 

Boad, Worthing 

Wales, Nobth* 

Aberdovey Mr. J. Lumley, 1, Glandar, Aberdovey 

Abergele Bev. Morgan Davies, Congl. Minister, Abergele 

Amlwch Bev. Mostyn Jones, W^ey House, Amlwch, 

Anglesea 

Bagillt Mr. W. A. Jones, Manchester House, Bagillt 

Bangor Mr. Tom Jones, Mona View, Garth, Bangor 

Barmouth Bev. Gwynoro Davies, J.P., Haulfryn, Barmouth 
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Town. 
Beaumaris 
Betbesda 

Blaenau Festiniog . . 
Brymbo 
Buckley 
Caergwrle 

Carnarvon 

Gef n and Buabon 

Coedpoeth and District 



Colwyn Bay 



Ck)lwyn Bay (Welsh) 

Connah's Quay 

Conway 

Corwen 

Criccieth 



Denbigh 
Dolgelly 
DyfifrynDyfi 
Festiniog 



Ffynnon Groew 



Flint .. 
GwersyUt 
Halkin.. 



Hawardea and District 

Holt and Famdon . . 

Holyhead 

Holywell 

Leeswood 

Llanasa 

Llandudno 

Llanerchymedd 
Llanf yllin 
Llangefni 

Machynlleth .. 



Mid-Badnor 



Mold .. 
Montgomery .. 
Mostyn 
Newtown 
Penmaen Mawr 
Portdinorwic . . 
Portmadoc 



Prestatyn 
PwUheU 
Bhos .. 



Bhaddlan 



Secretary, 
Mr. W. J. Thomas, Liverppol Stores, Beaumaris 
Mr. D. J. Williams, County School, Bethesda 
Bev. T. Griffith, Benar View, Blaenau Festiniog 
Mr. S. C. Hughes, 22, High Street, Brymbo 
Bev. J. Davies, Buckley 
Mr. J. Griffiths, Gwalia, Caergwrle, near 

Wrexham 
Mr. W. H. Williams, Hose Hill, Carnarvon 
Bev. Hugh Parri, Acrefair, Buabon 
Mr. J. Wilcoxon, Coedpoeth, near Wrexham 
Mr. B. Kendrick, Penrhos House, Llannerch 

Boad, Colwyn Bay 
; Mr. H. J. Edwards, Abergele Boad, Colwyn Bay 
Mr. E. Williams, Gwynllys, Colwyn Bay 
Mr. J. Beney, Connah*s Quay 
Mr. C. C. Jones, Lark Hill, Conway 
Mr. T. O. Pritchard, Druid, Corwen 
Rev. W. Williams, Fair View, Criccieth, North 

Wales 
Rev. J. T. Williams, M.A., Castle HiU, Denbigh 
Mr. W. G. Jones, 2, Union Terrace, Dolgelly 
Mr. Lewis Morgan, Ceurmaes, Mont. 
Bev. J. E. Hughes, Bhiaufa, Festiniog, North 

Wales 
Mr. Robert Jones, 6, Meirion Terrace, Ffynnon 

Crroev? 
Mr. J. E. Hughes, Mount Villa, FUnt 
Bev. W. Thomas, The Manse, Gwersyllt 
Mr. Edward Hughes, Berth Dhu, Bhosesmor, 

Holywell 
Mr. W. H. Jones, Little Mancott, Hawarden 
Rev. L. M. Davies, Famdon, Cheshire 
Rev. W. Griffith, Holyhead 
Rev. J. Eman Evans, 3, Chapel Street, Holywell 
Mr. A. LI. Evans, Oak Villa, Leeswood, Mold 
Mr. Hugh Hughes, Gronant House, Gwespyr* 

Flints. 
Mr. E. Williams, Arvorna House, Clifton Road, 

Llandudno 
Rev. D. Hopkins, Llanerchymedd, Anglesey 
Mr. David Lloyd, Liverpool House, Llanfyllin 
Mr. T. Hughes, Llangefni, Anglesey 
Rev. D. H. Hughes, 7, Pentrerhedyn Street, 

Machynlleth 
Mr. H. Lloyd Jones, Leicester House, 

Machvnlleth 
Mr. D. Roberts, Cantal School, Llanbister Road, 

R.S.O.,Radnorshu:e 
Mr. Thomas Williams, 14, Stanley Street, Mold 
Mr. D. Pryce, Montgomery 
Mr. W. Davies, Byohton Cottages, Mostyn 
Mr. Cecil T. M. Taylor, Bryn Haul, Newtown 
Mr. D. C. Williams, Brittania, Penmaenmawr 
Mr. J. M. Royan, Bodarborth, Portdinorwic 
Rev. D. J. Williams, Memorial Manse, Port- 
madoc, North Wales 
Rev. M. F. Wynne, Prestatyn, North Wales 
Mr. O. J. Robmson, Allan'dale, Pwllheli 
Mr. W. E. Jones, Bronrugog, North Road, 

Ponkey, Ruabon 
Mr. B. Griffiths, Old Post Offioe,Rhuddlan,R.S.O^ 
22 
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Town. Sdoretary* 

Bhjl (English) • • . . Bfr. W. Freeman, 25, Qneen Street, Rhyl 

( Mr. H. Edwards, Penmaen House, 37, Wellington 
Rhyl (Welsh) \ Boad, Bhyl 

(Bev. BobertBichards, 6, B^e Vue Terrace, Bhyl 
Boabon and District. . . . Bev. W. Pandy Thomas, Gorphwysfa, Boabon 

Bnthin Mr . B. A. Jones, Mount Villa, Buthin 

St. Asaph Bev. W. M. Jones, St. Asaph, Flints. 

Towyn Bev. B. B. Williams, M.A., The Manse, Towyn 

Welshpool Mr. A. Jones, 2, Hall Street, Welshpool 

Weston, Bhyn, and District. * Bev. W. E. Hughes, The Quinta Manse, Chirk, 

Buabon 
Wrexham Mr. H. Boothey, 49, Princess Street, Wrexham 

Wales, South. 

Aberaman Bev. H. P. Jenkins, 18, Belmont Terrace, 

Aberaman 
Aberavon and Port Talbot . . Bev. J. E. Bees, Grove Place, Port Talbot 

Aberoynon Bev. Morgan Jenkins, Bryn Menai, Aberoynon 

Aberdare Mr. W. Jones, 34, High Street, Aberdare 

Aberkenfig and Tondu . . Bev. G. B. Cole, 26, Gorcmation Street, Aberkenfig 

Abertillery Mr. G. G. Gunter, Oak Street, Abertillery, Mon. 

Aberystwyth Bev. T. A. Penry, Gongl. Minister, Bath Street, 

Aberystwyth 
Bargoed Mr. £. Bowlands, 5, Cross Street, Bargoed, rki 

Cardiff 
Barry Mr. E. Pryce Boberts, 26, Woodland Boad, 

Barry, Glam. 

Brecon Bev. D. 0. Griffiths, Watergate Manse, Brecon 

Bridgend Mr. E. C. Lloyd, c/o Messrs. Bevan <& Lloyd, 

Bridgend 

Brynmawr Bev. W. Hughes, Dormer Place, Brynmawr 

Bryncethin and Brynmenyn Bev. H. E. Lewis, Bryncethin, Bridgend 

Builth Wells Mr. Frank Davies, Park Boad, Builth Wells 

Caerau Mr. T. Lloyd Evans, 130, Caerau Boad, Caerau 

Caerphilly Mr. J. D. Hughes, Bhosynfa, Caerphilly 

Cardiff Bev. W. Cadwaladr Parry, 72, Connaught Boad, 

Cardiff 

Carmarthen Bev. Jos. Harry, Water Street, Carmarthen 

Castleton, St. Mellows <& Dis. Bev. M. Biohards, St. Mellons, near Cardiff 

Cilfynydd Bev. T. H. Morgan, 23, Bedu Boad, Cilfynydd 

Crickhowell and District . . Mr. G. T. Christopher, Cwmgn, Criokhowell, 

Breconshire 
Dowlais Mr. Hugh Jones, Mount Pleasant View, Walter 

Street, Dowlais 

Femdale Mr. J. Bichards, 4, Dyflfryn Villa, Femdale 

Garw Valley Bev. D. Hughes, Cong. Minister, Pontycymmed 

Gower Bev. T. Williams, The Manse, Burry Green, 

Beynoldstone, Gower, near Swansea 
Haverfordwest and District. . Mr. B. Sinnett, Cambrian Place, Haverfordwest 

Hay Bev. B. D. Edwards, 1, Bridge Street, Hay 

Hirwain Mr. J. B. Young, Estate Office, Hirwain, Glam* 

Knighton Mr. W. A. Boberts, Broad Street, Knighton 

Laughame Bev. L. Price, Sunny Hill, Laugharne 

Llanbradach Mr. Bhys Williams, Glasgow House, Llanbradach 

Llandrindod Wells . . . . Mr. C. C. Hughes, Central Buildings, Llandrindod 

WeUs 
Llanelly •• .• .. Bev. I. M. Williams, BookviUe, New Boad, 

Llanelly 
Llanfynydd and District . . Bev. D. Bhydderch, B.A., Capel Isaac , Llanfynydd 

Llanidloes \ ^""'l^H^ Thomas, Llanidloes 

^^ I Mr, J, H. Manuel Llanidloe 
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Town. 
Llansamlet • • 
Llantrisant 
Llanwrtyd Wells 
Maesteg 
Maesycwmmer 



Merthyr 

Merthyr Vale and Aberf an 

Mid-Bhondda.. 

Mill ord and Distriot . . 

Mountain Ash 
Neath and Distriot . . 



New Tredegar 

North Gower . . 
Ogmore Valley 



Pembroke Dock 

Penarth 

Penooed and District 

Pengam and Fleur-de-Lis . . 



Pontfurdu 
Pontygwaith 

Pontypridd 
Porth .. 
Porthcawl 
Rhayader 
Bhymney 

Bisca .. 
Benghenith 



Sennybridge and Distriot . . 
Souu-West Carmarthenshire 

Swansea 

Swansea (Welsh) 

TaflsWeU 

Talgarth 

Tenby and Distriot . . 
Treharris and Distriot 



Treherbert 
Treorchy 



Troedyrhiw . . 

Usk .. 

Vale of Glamorgan 



Vale of Usk .. 
West Breoonshire . . 
Ynyshir and Wattstown 



Seoretary. 
Mr. E. B. Thomas, Lonlas, Llansamlet 
Mr. Geo. T. Davies, London Honse, Llantrisan 
Bey. B. Williams, Llanwrtyd WeUs, Breoonshire 
Mr. W. G. Roberts, Oommeroe House, Maesteg 
Bev. W. B. Boberts, Alexandra Boad, Hengoed, 

near Cardiff 
Mr. M. Evans, 19, Tudor Terrace, Merthyr Tydyil 
Mr. Gwilyni Evans, 21, Bee Hive Cottages, 

Merthyr Vale, Glam. 
Mr. A. Sutton, 85, Pandy Square, Tonypandy 
Mr. A. J. Tilbrook, Bryn-y-mor, Charles Street, 

Milf ord Haven 
Bev. D. Davies, B.A., 90, Park St., Penrhiwoeiber 
Bev. W. E. Chivers, 7, Pioton Terrace, Skewen, 

Neath 
Bfr. W. H. Bees, The Town Council School, New 

Tredegar, Did Cardiff 
Bev. B. Davies- Williams, Gowerton 
Bev. J. M. Phillips, 4, Llanbaran Terrace, 

Ogmore Vale 
Bev. J. H. Owen, Westgate, Pembroke 
Mr. W. E. Thomas, 21, Station Boad, Penarth 
Bev. B. Jones, Cong, Minister, Penooed, near 

Bridgend 
Mr. W. S. Nash, Fleur-de-Lis, viA Cardiff 
Mr. T. Edmunds, 4, Gilf ach Bd., Penygraig, Glam, 
Bev. J. Lewis, Libanus, Pontajrdulais 
Bfr. Luther Blaokwell, 1, Bronheutog Terrace, 

Taylorstown 
Mr. T. S. Jones, Bellhampton, Pontypridd 
Bev. Fred. Turp, 86, Birohgrove Street, Porth 
Mr. T. Hargest, Glasfryn, Nottage, Porthcawl 
Bfr. A. Jones, Tower Hill, Bhayader 
Blr. W. Thomas, 82, Plantation Street, Bhymney, 

Mons. 
Bev. S. Jones, Hillside, Bisca 
Mr. C. T. England, 28, Clive Street, Senghenith, 

near Cardiff 
Bev. D. Bhys, The Manse, Devynog, Sennybridge 
Bev. D. G. Williams, Brynawel, St. Clears 
Mr. W. A. Davies, Iscoed, Swansea 
Bir. G. Cook Davies, 5, Gteorge Stoeet, Swansea 
Mr. T. L. Davies, Taffs Well 
Mr. G. L. Owen, Talgarth 
Bev. J. Williams, The Manse, Saundersfoot 
Bev. J. Jenkins, Nelson, Glam. 
Bev. J. Morgan, 6, Orichton Street, Treherbert, 

Glam. 
BIr. E. Henry, 13, Cwmsaerbren St., Treherbert 
Mr. Hugh Williams, 117, Bute Street, Treorchy, 

Bhondda ValleV 
Bev. B. T. Evans, Woodlands, Troedvrhiw 
BIr. E. J. Smith, Halmore House, Usk, Mon. 
Bev. D. Wynne Bees, The Manse, Llanoadle, 

vidCaraiff 
Bev. D. E. Harris, Taey Bont on Usk, Brecon- 
shire 
Bev. D. Bhys, The Manse, Devynog, Senny 

Bridge, B.S.O. 
Mr. D. J. Jones, 2, Thomas Place, Ynyshir, near 
Pontypridd 
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Ynysybwl Bev. J. C. Lloyd, Gwawrfryn, Ynysybwl, Pon^- 

pridd 
Ystrad Bev. D. Davies, Nasareth House, Penire 

Wabwicksbibe. 

RHiworth ««1 District . . ] Jg; J; T«P^ Churdi Walk. Bedworth 

BinninghaTn 

^„^. i Mr. F. C. Caldioot, 288, FoleshiU Road.Covenky 

*^^®°"y tRev. A. Wilkes, 8, Fairfax Street, Cofentry 

Langley Mr. S. H. Cross, 46, Thompson Boad, Liuigley 

Green, near Birmingham 
Leamington Bev. B. Bramham, 60, £eam Terrace, Leam- 
ington 

Nuneaton Bev. H. F. Griffin, Hinckley Boad, Nuneaton 

Rugby.. .. ' .. .. Mr. E. J. Moore, 14, Victoria Street, Bugby 
Stratiord-on-Avon • . . . Bev. £. T. H. Allen, Stratford-on-Avon 



Appelby 
Kendal 
Kirkby Lonsdale 

Eirkby Stephen 



Oalne 



Chippenham and District 

Devizes 

Downton and District 



Malmesbury .. 

Marlborough . . 

Pewsey 

Purton and District . . 

Salisbury and District 

Swindon 

Trowbridge . . 

Warminster . . 
Wilton 



Wbstmobbland. 

Mr. J. Parkin, Grocer, Appelby 
(Bev. W. Sutton, 2, Green Close, Kendal 
(Mr. W. J. Murgatroyd 

Mr. W. M. Wolfenden, 45, Main Street, Kirkby 
Lonsdale 



WiLTSHIEE. 

Mr. Frederick Gough, The Croft, Sherboome 

Boad, Calne, Wilts 
Mr. A. B. Turpin, Chippenham 
Bev. T. O. Prosser, d5, Long Street, Devises 
Miss C. Manning, The Tower House, Bedlynch, 

near Salisbury 
Mr. F. E. Smith, 4, FemdaleTerr., Malmesbury 
Bev. J. Levitt, The Manse, Marlborough 
Bev. H. Parrott, Pewsey 
Mr. J. Haskins, Church Path, Purton, Wilts 
Bev. A. J. Edwards, 10, Manor Boad, Salisbury 
\ Bev. J. H. Gavin, 153, Goddard Avenue, Swind<m 
Mr. B. G. Cripps, 52, Goddard Avenue, Swindcm 
Bev. C. 6. Jomfte, King's Farm, North Brad^y, 

Trowbridge 
Bev. H. Sanders, Trowbridge 
Mr. W. H. Noise, 88, Market Place, Warminster 
Mr. B. Scott, 20, Silver Street, Warmmster 
Mr. J. White, Glenoaim, Wilton 



WOBCBSTEBSHIBE. 

Bromsgrove Mr. F. H. Bea, 76, High Street, Bromsgrove 

Dudley Mr. J. Ball, 26, Nelson Boad, Dudley 

Gomal Mr. Daniel Jones, 19, Bed Hall Boad, Lower 

Gomal, near Dudley 
Kidderminster, Stourport, and 

District Bev. F. J. Aust, Severn View, Bewdley 

Lye Mr. J. H. Lucas, 69, Park Street, Lye 

( Mr. F. Williams, 1, Abberton Villa, Chase Estate, 
Malvern and District . . \ Malvern 

(Mr. J. Beddoes, Hope Lodge, West Malvern 
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Town. Secretary. 

Netherton Mr. E* Worrall, 60, New Road, Netherton 

Bedditoh, Aloester, and Dis- 
trict Bey. J. W. Skinner, 149, Moant Pleasant, Bedditch 

Stourbridge Mr. F. Jordan, Donoombe Street, WoUaston, 

Stourbridge 

Worcester Mr. B. Berry, The Cedars, Ombersley Boad, 

Worcester 

YOBKBHIBE. 

Ardsley Mr. Thomas Johnson, Field House, Hunningley 

Lane, Bamsley 
'Rnmaiov i ^r. W. Browu, 7, Bond Boad, Bamsley 

*™^^®y (Rev. A. T. Mills, Lingard Street, Bamsley 

Batley Mr. S. Brearley, Hanover Street, Batley 

Bedale Mr. B. Eden, Wynd Street, Bedale 

Beverley Mr. F. A. Bobinson, 2, Shaftesbury Villas, 

Grove HiU Boad, Beverley 

Bingley Mr. H. J. Wright, Morton, near Bingley 

Birstall Mr. J. G. Lister, White Lee House, Birstall, Leeds 



Bolton, Goldthorpe, and 
District 

Bradford 



Mr. B. (^arbutt, Garbutt Street, Bolton-on- 

Deame 
Mr. A. E. Teadon, 36, Heath Boad, Bradford 
Bev. G. S. Smith, 8, Woodview Terrace, Man- 
( ningham, Bradford 
Bramley Mr. A. Enowlson, 16, Warrels Avenue, Bramley, 

Leeds 
Bridlington Bev. W. Conrad Balmer, Bonnyrig, Princess 

Street, Bridlington 
Brighouse and District . . Mr. H. Lumbard, 10, Henry Street, Brighouse 
Burnley Valley . . . . Rev. J. Brown, 3, Thorn Villas, Lydgate, Tod- 

morden 
Castleford and District . . Mr. J. Jennings, Beaucroft Boad, Castleford 

Chapletown Mr. Ed. Milns, Chapletown, Sheffield 

Crossbills, Silsden, & District Bev. B. W. Bedhead, The Manse, Famhill, near 

Eeighley 

Crowle Bev. J. H. P. Smith, Crowle, Doncaster 

Denby Dale and District . . Mr. Thos. Thorp, Shelley Bank Bottom, Hud- 

dersfield 
Denholme Mr. F. Catherall, 87, Main Boad, Denholme, 

Bradford 

Dewsbury Mr. J. W. Darrell, 26, Brunswick St., Dewsbury 

Doncaster Mr. C. H. Theobald, Bed House, Doncaster 

Driffield Bev. J. Forster, 17, Lockwood Street, Driffield 

Drighlington Mr. 0. Cowling, Institute Buildings, Adwalton, 

near Bradford 

Dronfield Mr. A. Hewitt, 38, Hartingdon Boad, Dronfield 

Ecdeshill Bev. William Manning, The Manse, Ecdeshill 

Elland Mr. F. Wilkinson, 74, Elizabeth Street, Elland 

Eston, Normanby, and Dist. Bev. J. E. Hodge, Jubilee Boad, Eston, B.S.O. 
Gariorth and District . . Mr. F. W. Smith, Cypress Villas, Garforth, near 

Leeds 

Golcar Mr. C. B. Kenworthy, 4, Church Street, Golcar 

Goole Bev. J. T. Collier, 19, Marshland Boad, Goole 

Greetland Mr. Philip E. Jones, Greetland, Yorks. 

Halifax Mr. W. Patterson, 9, Thmm Hall Lane, Halifax 

Harrogate Mr. H. Ainsworth, Glenroyd, Harrogate 

Hebden Bridge . . . . Mr. Jeremiah Foster, Hangingroyd, Hebden B. 
Holmfirth Mr. H. Higginson, Wood, Hohnfirth, Hudders- 

field 
Horbury . . .,. . . Mr. G. W. Green, The Elms, Horbury 
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Hornsea 

Horsforth 
Hoyland 



Town. 



Hnddersfield 



HoU 



Keighley 

Kiverton Park 
Leeds .. 



Loftos-in-Oleveland . . 
Malton» Norton, and District 

Mapplewell 

MezDoroogh 

Middlesbrough 

Mirfield 

Morley 

Mytholmroyd and District . . 
NewMiU 



Nidd Valley .. 
Normanton . . 
Northallerton . . 



Ossett < 



Pickering 
Pocklington . . 
Pontef ract 
Pudsey 

Queensbury . . 
Bayensthorpe . . 



Bawmarsh and Parkgate 

Bedoar and Coatham 

Bipon 

Bipponden 



Bodley.. 
Botherham 



Byedale 

8altbam-by-the-Sea . . 
Scarborough •. 

Sheffield 

Shipley 
Skipton 
Snainton and District 



Secretary. 
Bey. M. H. Chapman, 4, Swiss Terrace, Hornsea, 

Yorks. 
Mr. F. Musto, Lee Lane, Horsforth 
Mr. J. E. Waikinson, King Street, Hoyland, 

Bamsley 
Mr. Thos. Mellor, 42, Cross Church Street, 

Huddersfield 
Bey. Philip Beynolds, The Poplars, Beaumont 

Park, Huddersfield 
Mr. J. H. King, 428, Spring Bank, Hull 
Bey. T. Sykes, 114, Lambert Street, Hull 
Mr. A. D. Hartley, West View Terrace, Keighley 
Bey. W. Hughes, Otterbum Street, Keighley 
Aid. Emmerson, Kiyerton Park 
Mr. T. H. Fleming, 19, St. George's Terrace, 

Mr. J. B. Tireman, C.C.,77,High Street, Loftns 
Bey. T. C. Booth, 6, Westfield Terrace, Loftns 
Mr. J. J. Temple, 86, Commercial Street, Norton, 

Malton 
Mr. W. T. Hanby, Mapplewell, near Bamsley 
Bey. W. FuUerton, 29, Barkes Street, Mex- 

borough 
Bey. E. B. Mahon, B.A., 74, Bahnoral Terrace, 

Borough Boad, Middlesbrough 
Bey. M. Hodsman, Trini^ Manse, Mirfield 
Mr. T. W. Hardisty, Gladstone Terrace, Morley 
Mr. J. W.Holland, 9, Burnley Boad, Mytholmroyd 
Mr. H. Brook, 7, Prospect Cottage, Thongs 

Bridge, near Huddersfield 
Mr. W. H. Fife, High Street, Pateley Bridge 
Bey. J. Palmer, 89, King Street, Normanton 
Mr. J. C. Cansfield, 4, Sydney Ayenue, North- 
allerton 
Bey. J. B. S. Ottey, MA,, B.D., 14, West Wells, 

Ossett 
Mr. T. W. Garaett, Middleton, Pickering 
Mr. T. Bead, Great George Street, Pocklington 
Mr. M. Barratt, 6, Priory Cliff, Pontefract 
Bey. D. A. Henderson, The Manse, Pudsey 
Bey. G. Binns, The Manse, Queensbury 
Mr. G. Henry Purslow, 19, Colder Boad, 

Bayensthorpe 
Mr. Boulton, Bockcliffe Boad, Bawmarsh, 

Botherhain 
Bey. A. Bippiner, East Scar, Bedcar 
Bey. J. Pearson, 26, College Boad, Bipon 
Mr. George Garside, New York, Biochdale Boad, 

Bipponden 
Mr. J. Mathers, 15, Wesley Terrace, Bodley 
Bey. J. S. Drummond, Orchard House, Masboro*, 

Botherham 
Bey. F. Young, Kirbymoorside 
Mr. D. Burton, Hilda Place, Saltbum-by-the-Sea 
Mr. A. Bowman, 18, Langdale Boad, Scarboro' 

I Bey. E. H. Beynolds, 11, Grange Boad, Sharrow, 
Sheffield 
Mr. J. Blossom, 24, Grange Crescent, Sheffield 
Mr. G. MorreU, 12, Albert Boad, Saltaire, Yorks 
Mr. A. Townsend, 29, Brougham Street, Skipton 
Mr. F. Wrighton, Brompton, S.O., Yorks 
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Town. Secretary. 

South Bank Mr. N. Frankland, 121, Victoria Terrace, 

Sooth Bank 
South Holderness . . . . Mr. W. G. Heald, Promenade, Withemsea 

Sowerby Mr. A. Bobertshaw, 14, Dean Lane, Sowerby 

Bridge 

IBev. J. Marcus Brown, Bourne Mint, Sowerby 
Bridge 
Mr. Whitehead 

Spen Valley Mr. H. Clark, Sunnyside, Heokmondwike 

Stanningley Mr. L. Wagan, 7, Vermont Street, Swinnow 

Bramley, Leeds 
Stokesley, Ayton, and District Mr. M. Pattison, Buskin Villa, Stokesley 

Swinton Mr. B. L. Smith, Swinton, near Botherham 

Thome Mr. A. Mears, South Parade, Thome, Doncaster 

Todmorden Mr. W. Stone, Birthwright View, Canholm, 

Todmorden 

Wakefield Mr. F. Laughton, Hazelden Hall, Northgate, 

Wakefield 
Wath and West Melton . . Mr. J. HinchlifF, Bamsley Boad, West Melton 
Wharfedale and District . . Bev. B. Scott, 1, Queen's Terrace, Guiseley, 

Ijeeds 

Whitby Bev. G. M. Storrar, 10, Bromfield Terrace, 

Whitby 
Whittington Moor . . . . Bev. A. Parkin, Avenue Boad, Whittington Moor 
Worsborough Dale . . . . Mr. F. H. Frost, Worsborough Dale, Bamsley 

Yeadon Bev. Chas. Greenwood, Teadon, Leeds 

(Mr. W. H. Hodgson, 84, Bishopthorpe Boad, 

York J York 

(Bev. J. Brighting, 14, Faversham Crescent, York 
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Ambbica. 

New York Bev. E. B. Sandford, D.D., 83, Bible Houses 

New York 

Australia. 
Adelaide Mr. C. Eaton Taplin, Towers Court, Victoila 

Square, Adelaide 
Hobart The Free Church Council Secretary, Hobart, 

Southern Tasmania 
New South Waleq I ^^- ^- Bum^, Pitt Street, Bedfem, Sydney 

JNew Boutn wales . . • • | Mr. G. E. Ardill, 376, Sussex Street, Sydney 

Norwood Mr. J. Gray, 72, Beulah Boad, Norwood 

Queensland Bev. J. S. Pollock, The Manse, Sherwood, near 

Brisbane 
Victoria Bev. W. L. Grierson, c/o Mr. C. Carter, 130, 

Flinders Street, Melbourne 
Western Australia . . . . Mr. T. Bird, Queen's Hall, Perth 

Gbbmant. 

Berlin Pastor Julius Bdhrbach, 28, Eenmure Strasse, 

Charlottenburg, Berlin 

Italy. 
Bome V Sig. Arturo Muston, 107, Via Nazionale, Borne 
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New Zealand . 



New Zealand. 
Town. Beoretary. 

.. Mr. George Heighway, George St., Dunedin,N.Z. 



South Africa. 

Cape Town Mr. A. T. Babbs, The Bhodes Buildings, St. 

George's Street, Cape Town 
Bloemfontein Mr. P. A. Butt, P.O. Box 142, Bloemfoniein, 

O.B.C., South Africa 

Durban Bey. A. J. Cook, Durban, Natal 

Grahamstown . . . . Bev. B. Floweday, Burton Street, Grahamstown 

Johannesburg . . . . Bev. A. S. Wright, P.O. Box 1814, Johannesburg 

Kimberley Bev. C. £. Dent, Beaconsfield, Eimberley 

King William's Town . . Bev. J. Pollock, M. A. , B. D . , Presbyterian Manse, 

King William's Town 
Pietermaritzburg . . . . Bev. A. Lea, 47, Berg Street, Pietermaritzburg 
Port Elizabeth . . Mr. S. H. Kemp, Warren Bayne, Ci^ Bead, 

Port Elizabeth 
Pretoria Bev. G. W. Cross, Box 199, Pretoria 

West Indies. 
Jamaica Bev. C. H. Baker, Four Paths, Jamaica. 

India. 
South India Bev. W. J. Hatch, Coimbatore 



DISTRICT FEDERATIONS. 



Bedfordshire .. 

Berks, South 
OxoN & South 
Bucks 

Bolton and Dis- 
trict 

Bradford and 
District 

Bristol 



Bucks (North) & 
North Oxon 

Cambridgeshire 



Chester, Crewe 
AND District 

Cornwall, West 

Cumberland 

Derbtshirb 



President, Mr. E. P. Collier, J.P. ; Treasurer, Mr. T. Waite ; 

Secretary, Bev. W. Armstrong, M.A., 80, Upper Bed- 
lands Boad, Beading 
President, Mr. W. Brimelow, J.P. ; Treasurer, Mr. G. Brown ; 

Secretary, Bev. Morgan Jones, Stanrose House, Egerton, 

Bolton 
President, Mr. P. B. Jackson, C.C. ; Treasurer, Mr. Louis H. 

Kennish; Secretary, Bev. G. S. Smith, 8, Woodview 

Terrace, Manningham, Bradford 
President, Mr. H. Daniel, J.P. ; Treasurer, Mr. A. L. Wills, 

J.P. ; Secretary, Bev. D. Lloyd, The Manse, North 

Petherton, Bridgwater 
President, Bev. W. Harrison ; Treasurer, Bev. J. W. Heley; 

Secretary, Bev. J. L. Cooper, The Manse, Long Crendon, 

Thame 
President, Bev. W. Bradfield ; Secretaries, Mr. J. C. Isard, 

M.A., The Leys, Cambridge, and Bev. J. W. Upton, 

Burwell, near Cambridge 
President, Aid. W. Macheill, J.P., C.C. ; Treasurer, Mr. F. 

Horser ; Secretary, Bev. T. B. Field, 2, West Avenue, 

Crewe 
President, Bev. W. F. Ellis ; Treasurer, Mr. J. T. Hawke ; 

Secretary, Bev. G. L. Hurst, St. Austell 
President, Bev. J. Christie; Treasurer, Mr. W. B. Bed- 

mayne, C.C; Secretary, Bev. A. E. Killon, 140, 

Warwick Boad, Carlisle 
President, Councillor George Smith ; Treasurer, Councillor 

H. W. Surtees ; Secretary, Bev. George Paget, 17, Avon- 
dale Boad, Derby 
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Devon (exceptino President, Aid. J. Thorne, J.P. ; Treasnrer, Blr. P. F. 
Plymouth <!^Di8.) Bowsell, J.P.; Seoretaiy, Bey. J. Stevens, D.D., L.D., 

nfraoombe 
Devon^Scuthand President, Bey. J. Ball- Johnstone, M.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. 
East Cornwall T. B. Senior ; Secretary, Bev. Bhys Harries, 25, Diamond 

Avenne, Plymouth 
Dorset <fc South President, Mr. Wilfred T. Walters, F.S.AA. ; Treasurer, 
Somerset ; Secretary, Bev. W. 

Willoughby Gee, The Manse, Parkstone, Dorset. 
Durham and President, Bey. 1 A. H. Drysdale, M. A., D.D. ; Treasurer, Mr. 
Northumber- a. Craig; Secretary, Bey. W. Oloyer, 48, BotbJoury 

LAND.. . . Terrace, Heaton, Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Durham (South), President, Mr. J. Bider ; Treasurer, Councillor B. F. Brittain, 
AND Cleveland J.P. ; Secretary, Bey. B. EnsoU, 45, Granville Boad, 

Middlesbrough 
Essex . . . . President, Bev. C. Higgins ; Treasurer, Mr. H. E. Sadd ; 
Secretary, Bev. S. Hamil Wilkinson, Glenalmond, 
Frinton-on-Sea 
Gloucestershire President, Prof. E. Blundell ; Treasurer, Mr. F. J. Brooke ; 
(North) and Secretary, Mr. C. Hayward, 30, Montpellier Terrace, 

Herefordshire Cheltenham 

Hampshire. .. President, Bev. J. Morris; Treasurer, Mr. H. M. Gilbert; 
Secretary, Bev. W. Vincett Cook, Cobbett Boad, 
Bitteme Park, Southampton 
Hertfordshire President, Bev. G. Twentyman, M.A., B.D. ; Treasurer, 
Mr. John B. Wild, C.C. ; Secretary, Bev. F. J. Flatt, 
Ashleighj Boxmoor, Herts 
Hull and DiSr President, Dr. Geo. (}autby ; Treasurer, Mr. W. Parker ; 
TRiCT Secretary, Bev. George Hind, 68, Morpeth Street, 

Hull 
Kent, East .. President, Bev. B. M. Boss; Treasurer, Mr. B. W. Bose; 

Secretary, Bev. Peter Kay, 61, Barton Boad, Dover 
Kent, West . . President, Bev. W. A. H. Leg^, M.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. W. 
Baldwin, J.P. ; Secretary, Mr. S. Harman, 1, Holland 
Terrace, Maidstone 
Lancashire, East President, Mr. G. Alty ; Treasurer, Councillor Cor. Pick- 
stone; Secretary, Bev. J. Heath, 8, Heywood Street, 
Bury 
Lancashire, President, Bev. W. Walker; Treasurer, Councillor J. H. 
North, <fc Dis. Neal, J.P. ; Secretary, Bev. W. Lanceley, Thomfield, 

Grange-over-Sands 
Lancashire, President, Bev. F. Hibbert; Treasurer, Mr. A. Watson; 
North-East Secretaries, Bev. J. H. Bobinson, Burnley, Mr. W. H. 

Biding, 41, Hill Street, Colne 
Lancashire, President, Bev. D. Brook, M.A., D.C.L.; Treasurer, Mr. 
South-west B. A. Pilkington, J.P. ; Secretary, Bev. Alex. Harvey, 

44, Birchfield Boad, Widnes 
Leeds and Dis- President, Bev. David Walters; Treasurer, Mr. Wesley 
TRICT North ; Secretary, Mr. T. H. Fleming, 19, St. George's 

Terrace, Leeds 
Leicestershire President, Bev. T. W. Hodge, M.A.; Treasurer, Mr. B. 
AND BuTLAND Walker ; Secretary, Bev. A. M. Geary, Glenfield Avenue, 

Leicester 
Lincolnshire . . President, Bev. H. H. Carliflle, M.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. G, 
Hood ; Secretary, Rev, F, B. Miller, 5, C&rbolme Boad^ 
Lincoln 
Liverpool and Treasurer, Mr. W. J. BelUa, J.P. ; Secretary, Key. F. W, 

District Nicholson, 264, Anfield Road, Liverpool 

Manchester, Sal- President, Bev. S. E. Keeble \ Treasurer, Mr. W. Tatterflall ; 
PORD, AND Dis- Secretary, Bev. J. Kirk Maconachie, 0, Norman 

TRICT Busholme, Manchester 
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Mrtbopoutan .. President, Mr. J. Allen Baker, M.P.; Treasurers, Mr. 

B. W. Perks, M.P., and Mr. E. Pasooe Williams, J.P. ; 

Secretary, Bev. W. Thomas, Memorial Hall, E.G. 
MxDLAKDfWssT.^ President, Bev. G. J. Back; Treasurer, Bir. J. Hood; 

Secretary, 
NoBFOLK, East.. President, Bev. F. C. France; Treasurer, Mr. J. W. 

Jewson; Secretary, Bev. G. E. Stone, 147, Earlham 

Boad, Norwich 
NoBFOLK, West . President, Mr. J. H. Page ; Treasurer, Blr. A. Jermyn, J.P. ; 

Secretary, Bev. G. Houghton, 3, Whitefriars Boad, 

King's Lynn 
NoBTHAMPTON- President, Bev. H. Davis; Treasurer, Mr. J. B. Wilkin- 
SHIBB son, J.P. ; Secretary, Bev. B. A. Selby, 46, London 

Boad, Northampton 
Nottinghamshire President, Mr. J. Wardle, J.P. ; Treasurer, Mr. G. K. 

Hibbert, MA. ; Secretary, Bev. F. J. Fry, 75, Gregory 

Boulevard, Nottingham. 
Sheffield. . . . President, Mr. F. Percy Bawson, J.P. ; Treasurer, Mr. C. H. 

Macklnder ; Secretary, Bev. F. D. Tranter, 6, Lingard 

Street, Barnsley 
Shropshibb . . President, Bev. J. J. Poynter ; Treasurer, Mr. S. Jackson ; 

Secretary, Bev. Danzy Sheen, The Manse, Frees, nr. 

Whitchurch 
Stafford SHI BE, President, Bev. S. Nutton; Treasurer, Alderman E. 
Nobthern Dis. . . Brookfield, J.P. ; Secretary, Bev. W. Lansdell, B.A., 

A.T.S., 137, Dimsdale Parade, Wolstanton 
Suffolk . . . . President, Bev. A. J. Brown ; Treasurer, Mr. C. G. Smith ; 

Secretary, Mr. J. S. Pink, *' Selborne,*' Marlboroagh 

Boad, Ipswich 
Surrey . . . . President, Mr. F. J. Marnham, M.P. ; Treasurer, Mr^ J. P. 

Gammon, J.P., G.G. ; Secretary, Bev. Hugh McEayVBJL., 

Bushwood House, Godalming 
Sussex .. .. President, Bev. J. G. Stevenson; Treasurer, Mr. B. A. 

Penney ; Secretary, Bev. S. B. Lane, Whitworth 

House, Florence Boad, Brighton 
Wales, North . . President, Bev. F. Jones ; Treasurer, Mr. Hugh Owen ; 

Secretary, Bev. D. Oliver, D.D., Holywell 
Wales, South, & President, Mr. E. Thomas, J.P. ; Treasurer, Mr. Bhys 
Monmouthshire Davies; Secretary, Mr. G. A. Herbert Price, Enowie 

E. Division House, Penarth 

Wales, West .. President, Bev. O. D. Gampbell, M.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. 

D. T. Sims, J.P. ; Secretary, Bev. James Evans, B.A., 

20, Pentyla, Aberavon, Port Talbot 
Wales, Central President, Bev. W. Marwood ; Treasurer, Mr. A. H. Wain- 

wright ; Secretary, Bev. Lewis James, Bron Epynt, 

BuUth Wells 
WiLTSHiRX AND President, Mr. W. H. Noise ; Treasurer, Mr. W. Newman, 

East Somerset M.A. ; Secretary, Bev. S. B. Stribling, Holt, Wilts 

Yorkshire, East President, Mr. Allan Bowntree ; Treasurer, Mr. G. Fentriss ; 

Secretaries, Bev. J. N. Britton, 99, Marchison Street, 

Scarborough, and Mr. A. Burman, 18, Langdale Boad, 

Scarborough 
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ADDRESSES OF OFFICIALS OF FREE 
CHURCH DENOMINATIONS. 

Baptist. 

President— Bev. Charles Brown, London 

Secretary of Baptist Union — ^Bev. J. H. Shakespeare, M.A., Baptist Church 

House, Southampton Bow, W.G. 
Secretary of Missionary Society— Bev. C. E. Wilson, B.A., 19, Fumival Street, 

Holborn, E.G. 
Secretary of Total Abstinence Association— Bev. 0. S. Hull, Baptist Church 

House, Southampton Bow, W.C. 
Manager of Baptist Union Publication Department — Mr. 0. L. Courtier, 

4, Southampton Bow, W.C. 
Secretary of Bible Translation Society— Bev. J. B. M. Stephens, 19, Fumival 

Street, Holborn, E.C. 
Secretary of Deaconesses' Home and Mission — ^Bev. E. Barlow, B.A., Pengelly, 

Station Boad, Sidcup 

Congregational. 

Chairman, Congregational Union of England and Wales (Incorporated), 

1908-9— Bev. B. Wardlaw Thompson, D.D. 
Secretary— Bev. B. J. Wells, Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, E.C. 
Publication Department — Manager, Mr. H. Thacker 
Committee for Church Aid and Home Missions (Congregational Church Aid 

and Home Missionary Society) : Departmental Secretary- Bev. J. E. 

Flower, M.A. 
Committee for Church Building and Extension (English Congregational Chapel 

Building Society) : Departmental Secretary— Mr. A. W. Dorling 
Committee to promote the cause of Temperance (Congregational Total Absti- 
nence Association) : Departmental Secretary — ^Bev. W. Mottram. Offices : 

Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, E.C. 
London Missionary Society. — Secretaries — ^Bevs. B. Wardlaw Thompson, D.D., 

George Cousins, and Arthur N. Johnson, M.A. Offices : 16, New Bridge 

Street, Blackfriars, E.C. 
Colonial Missionary Society.— Secretary— Bev. D. Burford Hooke, Offices: 

Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, E.C. 
London Congregational Union.— Secretary— Bev. B. J* Evans, M.A. Offices : 

Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, E.C. 

Pbesbyterian Chuboh. 
Moderator— Bev. J. O. Train 
Moderator-Elect— Bev. A. Phimister, M.A. 
General Secretary— Bev. W. M. Macphail, M.A. 
Financial Secretary— Mr. John Leggat, 7, East India Avenue, E.C. 
Publishing Agent— Mr. T. F. Downie, 21, Warwick Lane, E.C. 
Book Boom— 21, Warwick Lane, E.C. 

Home Mission Conveners— Sir G. Bruce, 64, Boundary Boad, London, N.W., and 
Sir Henry Bobson, Aubrey Lodge, Campden Hill Square, W. 
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Foreign Ifission Convener— Bev. A. Connell, M.A., B.D., 22, Linnet Lane, 

Liverpool 
Foreign Mission Secretary— Bev. William Dale, 7, East Lidia Avenue, E.G. 
Secretary, Church Building Fund— Bev. J. H. Scott, 7, East India Avenue, B.C. 
Secretary, Presbyterian Alliance— Bev. G. D. Mathews, D.D., 25, Christ Church 

Avenue, Brondesbury, N.W. 

Wkslbtan Methodist Chitbch. 

President— Bev. John S. Simon, College, Didsbury, Bfanchester. 

Secretary— Bev. John Homabrook, Middleton Boad, Cheetham Hill, Manchester 

Secretaries of Missionary Society— Bevs. John M. Brown, William Perkins, 

Marshall Hartley, William H. Findlay, M.A. ; Wedeyan Centenary Hall, 

Bishopsgate Street Within, B.C., Bev. F. W« Maodonald, Hon. Seo. 
Secretary of Home Mission Fund— Bev. Henry J. Pope, D.D.,49, City Boad, B.C. 
Secretary of Sunday School Union— Bev. J. Williams Butcher, 2, Ludgate 

Circus Buildings, E.C. 
Secretary of Temperance Committee— Bev. J. Alfred Sharp, Caxton House, 

Westminster, S.W. 
Book Steward- Bev. Bobert Culley, 2, Castle Street, City Boad, E.C. 
Secretary of Education Committee— Bev. David J. Walter, D.D., Training 

College, Westminster, S.W. 

Primitivb Methodist. 
President of Conference— Bev. H. Yooll, The Parsonage, Higher Ardwick, 

Manchester 
Secretary of Conference— Bev. J. Goldthorpe, Waingelin Boad, Pontypool 
Secretary of General Committee— Bev. J. Welford, 29, Dalmeny Avenue, 

Camden Boad, London, N. 
Secretary of (General Missionary Committee — ^Bev. J. Pickett, 18, Bidge Boad, 

Stroud Green, N. 
Sunday School Union Secretary— Mr. G. Bennett, 18, Kensington Terrace, 

Hyde Park, Leeds 
Financial Secretary— Bev. T. Mitchell, 16, Mount View Boad, Stroud Green, N. 
Editor— Bev. J. Bitson, 45, Ferme Park Boad, Stroud Green, N. 
Book Steward— Bev. E. Dalton, 48-50, Aldersgate Street, E.C. 
Publishing House — 48-50, Aldersgate Street, E.C. 

Calvinistio Methodists. 
Moderator — ^Bev. John Boberts, D.D., Ehassia 
Moderator-Elect— Bev. W. Evans, M.A., Pembroke Dock 
Secretaries— Bev. J. M. Saunders, M.A., Penooed, Glam., and Bev. B. J. Bees, 

M.A., Aberystwyth 
Statistical Secretaries— Bev. Joseph Evans, Denbigh; Bev. T. J. Morgan, 

Gam, Bow Street 
Treasurer — Mr. J. H. Davies, M.A., Cwrtmawr, Llangeitho 
Temperance Secretary — Bev. P. O. Morse, Woolf's Castle, Pemb. 
Book Committee — Secretary, Mr. Evan Evans, Aberystwyth 
Sunday School Committee — Secretary, Bev. B. J. Bees, M.A., Aberystwyth 
Parliamentary and Connexional Property Committee— Convener : Mr. John 

Owens, Old Bank Buildings, Chester 
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Secretary, Education Committee — Bev. B. A. Jones, B.A., 19, Deane Boad, 

Fairfield, Liverpool 
Secretary, Foreign Mission Committee— Bev. B. J. Williams, 16, Falkner 

Street, Liverpool 
The Connexional Book Boom — Carnarvon 
Book Agent — ^Bev. D. O'Brien Owen, Carnarvon 
Assurance Trust Ltd., Honorary Secretary — Mr. B. W. Jones, Garston 
Assistant-Secretary — Mr. B. Saunders Jones, Liverpool 
Forward Movement, Superintendent— Bev. J. Morgan Jones, Cardiff 

The United Methodist Chubch. 

President — ^Bev. Edward Boaden, Leamington Spa 

Connexional Secretary — ^Bev. George Packer, 3, St. John's Terraoe, Leeds 

Foreign Missionary Secretaries — ^Bev. H. T. Chapman, Newton Grove, Leeds ; 

Bev. George Packer, 3, St. John's Terrace, Leeds; Bev. C, Stedeford, 

2, Princes Street, Boath Park, Cardiff 
Home Missionary Secretaries— Bev. John Moore, Mapperley, Nottingham; 

Bev. G. Packer, 3, St. John's Terrace, Leeds ; Bev. A. Hancock, 8, Mount 

Gold Boad, Cardiff 
Chi^l Secretaries— Bev. E. D. Cornish, 41, Wellington Boad, Eccles ; Bev* 

M. J. Birks, 99, Stockport Boad, Cheadle Heath, Stockport ; Bev. J. 

Luke, South Street, Torrington, Devon 
Young People's Secretaries — ^Bev. J. F. Lawis, 26, Milton Place, Halifaz; 

Bev. W. Matthews, 18, Woodhouse Terrace, Gateshead; Bev. B. E. 

Craddock, 42, Sandwell Boad, Handsworth, Birmingham 
Deaconess Institute Secretary— Bev. T. J. Cope, Bessborough Gardens, West- 
minster, S.W« 
College Principals — ^Victoria Park College, Manchester, Bev. T. Sherwood; 

Banmoor College, Shef&eld, Bev. J. S. Clemens, B.A., B.D. ; Ashville 

College for Boys, Harrogate, Bev. A. Soothill, B.A. ; Shebbear College for 

Boys, North Devon, Mr. Thos. Buddie, B.A. ; Edgehill College for Girls, 

Bideford, Mrs. W. B. Beed 
Book Steward— Bev. Andrew Crombie, 12, Farringdon Avenue, E.C. 
Connexional Editor— Bev. Henry Smith, 109, Athenlay Boad, Nunhead, S.E. 

Independent Methodists. 

President— Mr. W. H. Biding, 41, Hill Street, Colne 
Secretary — Mr. Ellis Barker, 17, George Street, Colne 
Editor— Mr. Arthur Mounfield, 82, Manchester Boad, Warrington 
Book Boom Secretary— Mr. John Wood, Victoria Buildings, King Street^ 
IVigan 

Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion. 

President of Conference, 1908-9— Mr. G. E. Terry, 86, Bugby Boad, Brighton 
Secretary to the Trustees— Mr. E. Dolby Shelton. Of&ces, 38, Eldon Street 

House, London, E.C. Treasurer — Mr. H. Buckland, 3, Marriott Boad, 

Tollington Park, London, N. 
Secretary to Conference— Bev. J. Foster, Portland Street, Cheltenham. 

Treasurer, Mr. W. Spence, 142, London Boad, Brighton 
Seoretary to Sierra Leone Mission— Bev. J. Bainton, Ashbourne, Derbyshire. 

Treasurer, Mr. Thos. Manly, 13, Woodbury Park Boad, Tunbridge Wells 
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Chairman-Eleot, 1908— Mr. John Crookatt, Leeds 

General Secretary — Mr. J. Fisher, 4, Heslington Street, Moss Side, Manchester 

General Treasurer — Mr. J. W. Black, South Wigston, near Leicester 

Foreign Missionary Secretary— Mr. W. Grockatt, 179, Nithsdale Boad, Glasgow 

Foreign Missionary Treasurer — Mr. H. Elliot Tickle, Glasgow 

Sunday School Secretary— Mr. J. Flisher, 4, Heslington Street, Moss Side, 

Bianchester 
Book Boom— John Bright Street, Birmingham 

DlSCDtLBS OF GhBIST. 

Presideni of the Christian Association— Mr. E^ Brearley, 7; Niton Street, 

Fulham, S.W. 
Treasurer — Mr. J. Coop, 7, Momington Boad, Southport 
(General Secretary— Mr. Leslie W. Morgan, B.A., B.D., 16, Warner Boad, 

Homsey, London, N. 

Moravians. 

British President— Bishop £. B. Hass^, 47, Chestnut Boad, West Norwood, S.E. 
Secretary of Missions — Bev. C. J. Elesel, 32, Fetter Lane, London, E.G. 
Book Boom— 32, Fetter Lane, E.G. 

SOGIETT OF FbIENDS. 

Clerk of Yearly Meeting — Mr. Henry Lloyd Wilson, Devonshire House, 

12, Bishopsgate Street, Without, E.G. 
Secretary— Mr. Isaac Sharp, Devonshire House, 12, Bishopsgate Street Without, 

E.G. 
Home Mission Committee \ 

Kls^JTon^^^"^" 15, Devonshire Street, B^^^^ 

Temperance Union [ Without, E.G. 

First-day School Association ] 

Wbsleyan Bbfobm Union. 

President— Mr. William Brookes, " Shirecliffe Lawn," Pitsmoor, Sheffield 
Treasurer— Mr. John Clark, '* Heatherbrea,*' Wellingborough Boad, Bushden 
Secretaries — ^Bev. E. Bromage, Belmont Villas, 33, Poole Boad, Damall, 

Sheffield ; Mr. J. H. Freeborough, 61, Montgomery Terrace Boad, Sheffield 
Foreign Missions Secretary — ^Bev. W. Glough, '* The Homestead,'* Stairfoot, 

Bamsley 
Home Missions Secretary — Mr. W. Marsden, 122, Cemetery Boad, Doncaster 
Temperance League Secretary — Bev. W. S. Goodwin, Byan Street, Bradford 
Pastoral Aid Society— Bev. A. Holland, Daisy Villas, Ellistown, Leicester 
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MEMBEES OE THE THIRTEENTH NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF THE EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCHES, HELD 
AT SOUTHPORT, MARCH 3 TO 5, 1908. 



Officers and Committee : 
President: Bbv. DAVID BBOOE, M.A., D.CX. 

Ex-President: Dr. J. Bendbl Harris. 

Past Presidents: Bevs. J. Monro Gibson, M.A., LL.D., John Guffobd, 
M.A., D.D., Charles H. Kelly, J. O. Grebnhouoh, M.A., W. J, 
TowNSBND, D.D., Jambs Travis, F. B. Meyer, B.A., B. F. Horton, 

M.A., D.D., J. SOOTT LlDOBTT, M.A. 

Treasurers: Mr. B. W. Perks, M.P., Mr. George Cadbury, Sir J. 0. Compton* 
BicKETT, M.P., D.L. (Chairman of Finance Committee). 

Secretary : Bev. Thomas Law. 

Committee (1907-8) : Bevs. Frank Ballard, M.A., B.Sc, D.D., David Brook, 
D.C.L., Samuel Chadwick, S. F. Collier, J. Glyn Davies, George Eayrs, 
F.B.H.S., A. T. Guttery, Silas K. Hooking, J. Hirst Hollowell, C. Silvester 
Home, M.A., J. D. Jones, M.A., B.D., J. H. Jowett, M.A., S. B. Lane, 
H. Elvet Lewis, M.A., G. Campbell Morgan, D.D., J. M. G. Owen, Thomas 
Phillips, B. A., James Pickett, J. E. Battenboiy, G. A. Johnston Boss, M. A., 
J. H. Shakespeare, M.A., W. Hodson Smith, Thos. Williams, B.A., Mrs. 
W. S. Caine, Mrs. Hugh Price Hughes, Mr. Moses Atkinson, Sir J. 
Bamford-Slack, B.A., Messrs. Bobert Bird, J.P., W. Brimelow, J.P., 
W. H. Brown, P. W. Bunting, M.A., Arthur Dann, Bight Hon. D. Lloyd 
George, M.P., Messrs. W. P. Hartley, J.P., N. W. Hehne, M.P., J. Hepworth, 
J.P., Dr. W. Hodgson, C.C, J.P., Messrs. A. E. Hutton, M.P., Herbert 
Lewis, M.P., W. B. Luke, J.P., H. B. Mansfield, M.P., John Massie, M.P., 
Professor A. S. Peake, M.A., D.D., Mr. E. C. Bawlings, J.P., Alderman 
Thomas Snape, J.P., Alderman Evan Spicer, J.P., L.C.C., Mr. J. Fyfe 
Stewart, Sir George White, M.P., Mr. Bobert Whyte. 



REPRESENTATIVE MEMBERS. 



FEDERATIONS. 

Berks, South Oxon and South Bucks. — Mr. A. B. French, Mr. B. B. Alden, 

Bev. J. Taylor, Mr. F. Woodward. 
Bolton and District.—Bcv. M. Jones, Mr. J. Vickers, Mr. H. Bommer, 

Mr. G. Brown. 
Bradford and District.— -Mr. P. B. Jackson, C.C, Mr. G. Walker, Bev. G. S. 

Smith, Mr. S. Paget, J.P. 
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Bbistol AMD D18TB1OT. — ^Alderman F. C. Foster, J.P., O.C, Bev. D. Ldoyd, 

Mr. H. C. MarshaU. 
Gambbii>ob8hibb.~B6v. C. J. Fowler, Rev. J. Thomas, Rev. F. 0. Sxmtii, 

Rev. S. J. WilliamsoD. 
Chbstbb, Gbbwb, and DisTBicT.~Dr. W. Hodgson, J.P., O.C, Rev. J. J. 

Hargreaves, Alderman W. McNeUl, Dr. J. D. Jackson, Rev. T. B. 

Field. 
CoBNWALL, W18T.— Mr. J. T. Hawke, Mr. W. J. Nicholls. 
CuMBSBLAMD.— Bev. A. E. Killon, Mr. W. B. Redmavne, Mr. J. Tees- 
dale. 
Dbbbyshibx. — Rev. G. Pagett, Mr. H. Marsden, Mr. G. Heaton, Mrs. W. 

Bennett. 
Dbtonbhibi.— Bev. J. Stevens, D.D., D.Lit., Mr. P. F. Rowsell, J.P., Mr. £. M. 

Shinner, Rev. F. J. Morrish, B.A. 
Dbvon, South, and East Cobnwall.— -Bev. Bhys Harries, Mrs. Astbury, Bev. 

E. M. Baoon. 
DoBBBT AMD SouTB SoxBBSST. — Mr. 0. Martin, Mr. W. T. Walters, Mr. J. S. 

Prentice, Bev. W. W. Gee. ' 

DuBHAM AND NoBTHUMBEBLAND. — Bsv. W. GloYcr, Rev. Dr. Drysdale, Alderman 

Curry Wood, Mr. J. Palliser. 
DuBHAM, SouTB, AND Glevbland. — Mr. J. Rldcr, Mr. I. J. Robinson, Bev. W.- 

Wakinshaw, Bev. B. Ensoll. 
EssBX.— Bev. W. B. Anstey, Rev. S. H. Wilkinson, Mr. H. B. Sadd, Rev, &. W. 

James. 
GiiOnoBSTEBSHiBE AND Hbbefobdshibe.— -Mr. F. J. Brooke, Mr. C. Hayard. 
Hampshibe.— Mr. B. B. Pond. 
HsBTFOBDSHiBE. — Mr. T. Baincs, Bev. D. Tatton, Bev. D. MacmiUan, Mr. W. £. 

Tenison. 
Hull and DisxBicT.—Mr. S. T. Simms, Mr. W. Parker, Mr. T. Waudby, Rev. 

G. Hind. 
Kent, East.— Mr. F. T. Gregg, M.A., Mr. B. W. Bose. 
Lancashibb, East. — Mr. G. Alty, Councillor Cor-Pickstone, Bev. W. J. 

Geldard, Rev. J. Heath. 
Lancashibb, Nobth, and Distbiot. — ^Rev. W. Walker, Rev. W. Lanceley. 
Lancashibe, Nobth-East.— Rev. F. Hibbert, Rev. W. Curry, Rev. W. Spivey, 

Mr. W. H. Riding. 
liANCASHpiB, Nobth- West. — ^Rev. W. Elstub, Rev. J. S. Langley, Mr. B. 

Holt, Mr. R. H. Bowdler. 
Lancashibe, South- West. — ^Bev. Alex. Harvey, Bev. H. Wils<m, Mr. T. 

Worthington, Mr. R. Lee. 
Leeds and Distbiot. — ^Rev. D. D. Waters, Mr. J. Glover, J.P. 
Leicestebshibe and Rutland. — ^Rev. T. W. Hodge, M.A., Rev. G* B. Payne, 

Rev. A. N. Geary, Mr. R. Walker. 
Lincolnshibe.— Rev. F. E. Miller, Mr. O. Bradley, Mr. B. T. Smith. 
LivEBPOOL AND DisTBicT. — Bev. G. E. Cheeseman, Bev. F. W. ^Nicholson, 

Mr. W. J. Bellis, J.P. 
Manchbsteb, Salpord AND DISTRICT.— Re V. S. E. Keeble, Rev. Dr. Adney, 

Rev. J. E. Maconaohie, Mr. W. Tattersall. 
Metropolitan.— Mr. J. Allen Baker, M.P., Rev. W. Thomas, Rev. G. Hooper, 

Rev. W. J. Avery. 
Midland, West.— Rev. C. J. Back, Mr. J. Hood, J.P., Mr. B. Cadbury, Bev. 

C. A. Fellowes. 
NoBPOLK, Bast.— Bev. F. C. France, Rev. G. E. Stone, Rev. R. J. Lazzell,. 

Alderman A. Adam, J.P. 
NoRFCHiK, Wbst. — ^Rev. J. Prouton, Rev. C. Houghton, Mr. A. Jermyn, J.P., 

Rev. W. E. Walmsley. 
NoBTHAMPTONSHiBE. — ^Rcv. H. Davls, Rcv. W. F. Harris, Rev. D. M. Jones, 

Rev. R. A. Selby. 
NoTTiNGHAMSHiBE.— Mr. C. H. HaddoD. 
OzoN, NoBTH, AND NoBTH BuoES. — Miss Coalcs, Rev. A. H. KynastoD, Bev^ - 

J. L. Cooper, Mr. A. Toung. 
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Shbpfield.-— Mr. F. P. Rawson, J. P., Bev. H. J. Taylor, Mr. W. Marsden, 

Rev. F. D. Tranter. 
Shbopshibe. — Mr. S. Jaokson, Bev. W. H. Mason, Bev. D. Sheen. 
Stapfokdshire, Nobth.— Councillor J. I. Myatt, J.P., Mr. G. Roberts, Bev. S. 

Nutton, Rev. W. Lansdell. 
Surrey.— Rev. Hugh McKay, B.A., Mr. J. King, M.A., Rev. — Phillips. 
SussHX.— Rev. J. P. Morris, Rev. J. D. Davies, M.A., Rev. A. T. Saville, 

Mr. A. G. Lindfield. 
Wales, Mn>.— Rev. W. Marwood, Rev. L. James, Mr. P. Wilson-Jones. 
Wales, North.— Rev. F. Jones, Rev. D. Oliver, D.D. 
Wales, South (E. Division).— Mr. E. Thomas, J.P., Mr. G. A. H. Price, 

Rev. B. Bickerlegge, Mr. R. Davies. 
Wales, South (W. Division).— Mr. D. T. Sims, J.P. 
Wilts and East Somerset. — ^Rev. S. B. StriMing, Rev. J. Smith, Mrs. A. J. 

Beavan, Miss Manning. 
Yorkshire, East.— Bev. W. Kelson, Mr. G. Fentress, Mr. J. Sogers. 



OOUNOIIiS. 



Bedfordshire. 

BBDFOBD.—Bev. W. C. Piggott, Mr. W. H. 
Leete, Mr. W. S. Selby. 

Luton.— Bev. J. Isles, Bev. F. Hum- 
phrey. 

Berkshire. 

Abingdon.— Bev. J. W. Tedeschi. 
Maidenhead.— Mr. J. 0. Chamberlain. 

Bev. P. M. Eastman. 
Newbury.— Bev. G. J. Knight, Mr. J. 

Gale. 
Beading.— Bev. W. J. Farrow, B.D., Bev. 

W. H. Stradling, Mr. J. Catley. 

Buokingitamshire. 

Atlesburt. — Mr. W. Foot. 

Great Marlow. — Mr. F. Jackson, Mr. 

W. I. Morgan. 
Newport Paonell. — Mr. E. Feasey, Mr. 

W. Cowley. 
Stewkley and Dis. — Mr. A. Pitkin, Mr. 

D. Young. 

Cambridgeshire. 

Cascbridoe. — ^Bev. W. B. Selbie, M.A., 

Bev. Chas. Joseph, Mr. J. G. Isard, 

Mr. H. Peters. 
Ely.— Bev. J. W. Green, Mr. A. E. 

Cragg. 
March. — Mr. W. Fovargue, Mr. E. 

Allpress. 
BoYBTON. — Mr. J. J. Corbin, Mr. C. 

Whyatt. 
Wisbech. — Bev. J. Needham, Mr. A. 

Southwell, J.P. 

Ohaimel Islands. 

Gttzbnsvy.— Bev. John Gard. 
Jebsbt, — Mr. E. C. Benest, 
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Cheshire. 

Alsaoer.— Bev. J. Allen. 

Altrinchav. — ^Bev. F. C. Lloyd, Bev. 

W. D. Thomas. 
Birkenhead. — ^Bev. L. Beaumont, Bev. 

C. C. Goodlet, M.A.. Bev. W. L. 
Carter, M.A., Bev. W. Spedding, 
Councillor B. J. Bussell, Mr. T. £. 
Duckies, Mr. S. Gald, Mr. J. Evans. 

Chester.— Mr. T. F. Weaving, Bev. 

D. W. Evans, Bev. W. Jones, Bev. 
J. L. Jones. 

CoNOLETON. — Bev. B. H. Higson. 
Crewe and Dis.— Bev. H. Cooper, Mr. H. 

Bacchus, Mr. J. Wood, Councillor 

S. Kay. 
Fbodbhah. — ^Bev. J. H. Bollason, Bev. S. 

Waterhouse. 
Hazel Grove. — Mr. W. Beeley. 
Macclesfield.— Bev. E. A. Hobby, Mr. 

J. Smale, J.P. 
Nantwich. — Bev. W. C. Poles, Mr. 

L. S. Haighton. 
NoRTHWiCH. — ^Bev. T. W. Wilkinson. 
Buncorn.— Mr. W. Handley, Bev. W. W. 

Goldstraw. 
Sale and Ashton-on-Mersey. — Mr. H. 

Cooke, Bev. F. Harvey. 
Sandbach.— Bev. A. A. Birchenough, Mr. 

S. Jones. 
Stockport. — Mr. J. S. Machin, Mr. B. H. 

Bogers, Bev. T. W. Pinn, M.A., 

Bev. W. H. Thomas, B.A. 
Wallasey.— Bev. B. G. Jones, Bev. W. 

Upright. 
Winstord.— Bev. F. W. Henshall, Mr. W. 

Shaw. 

CtomwalL 

BoDSON and Dis.— Mr. W. J. Jenkins, 

Mr. F. W. Hawke. 
Eilkhakpton. — Mr. W, T. Dayman, 
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Launceston.— Bev. W. H. May, Mr. W. 

NiokeU. 
LiSKSABD and Dis.— Bev. G. W. Hall. 
Newquay. — ^Bev. H. W. B. Chapman, 

Bev. B. Mackintosh. 
St. Austbll. — Mr. T. Bamiooat, Mr. 

W. A. Worthington. 
St. Columb.— Bev. J. H. Duerden, Mr. 

C. E. Davis, J.P., CO. 
Trubo.— Mr. J. J. Smith. 



Oumberlandl. 

CabltbtiB. — ^Bev. T. H. Cartwright, Bev. 

W. Watson, Mr. J. H. Beavan, Bev. 

F. C. Haggart. 
Penbith.— Bev. C. W. Butler. 
WHETBHAVEN.—Bev. E. Crompton, Bev. 

E. Simkin. 



Derbyshire. 

Alfbeton. — ^Bev. J. Hamilton, Bev. D. M. 

Bowman. 
Bakewell. — ^Bev. W. Bex, Mr. J. Barrett. 
Belpbb. — Mr. J. B. Copeland, Bev. F. 

Enowles. 
Buxton. — Mr. G. N. Ford, Dr. Harburn, 

Mr. F. A. Holmes. 
Chestebpield. — Mr. W. Hodkin, Mr. E. 

Twelvas. 
Debby.— Bev. S. E. Lloyd, Bev. J. Kneen, 

GounciUor J. Gholerton, Mr. B. A. M. 

Algar. 
Ilkeston. — Mr. T. Boe, Mr. W. Lings. 
Long Eaton.— Bev. J. Gottam, Mr. S. T. 

Parker. 
BiPLEY.— Bev. H. Haynes. 
Swadlincote. — ^Bev. A. Wilson, Mr. J. J. 

Lock. 

DeTonshire. 

BiDEFOBD.— Bev. W. T. PuUen. 
Bbeeham. — ^Bev. J. Appleyard. 
Galstock. — Mr. J. W. Lawry, Mr. N. B. 

Bosekilly, G.G. 
Gbediton, Ghubileioh, and Dis. — Bev. 

J. H. Stanton, Mr. J. Lake. 
Devonpobt. — ^Bev. W. Trevor Lewis. 
ExETEB.^Bev, T. Turner. 
Holswobthy.— Mr. Horace Higgs, J. P., 

Q,.Q., Mr. J. B. Batten, G.G. 
Newton Abbott. — ^Bev. G. J. Beskelly. 
Plymouth, Stonehouse, and Dis. — ^Bev. 

A. -A. George, Bev. A. Bobmson, 

Bev. A. Hancock. 
Tavistock.— Mr. G. H. SeUiok, Bev. F. T. 

Astbury. 
TivBBTON.— Bev. H. G. Glassey. 
ToBQUAY. — Bev. J. G. Johnston. 



Dorsetshire. 

GiLLiNOHAM.— Bev. W. Taylor, Mr. M. 

Ghurchill, Mr. H. W. Ghutt. 
Poole.— Mr. E. E. Wilkins. 

Duriiain. 

Bishop Auckland. — ^Bev« J. Ghaplain, 

Mr. J. B. Garriok. 
Blackhill, Consbtt, and Dis.— Bev. T, 

Smith, Mr. T. J. Fletcher. 
Bbandon. — ^Bev. J. Boxby. 
Bubnopfield. — ^Bev. B. DeniscHi, Mr. 

A. Davis. 
Gbook and Dis. — ^Bev. T. Bobson, Mr. 

W. T. Thompson. 
Dablinoton. — Gouncillor B. Wilson, Mr. 

J. A. Derwent, Mr. J. J. Bobinson, 

Mr. B. W. Drewery. 
DuBHAM.— Mr. J. D. Pipe, Mr. J. E. 

Gibson. 
Fellino. — Mr. J. Wallace. 
Gateshead. — ^Bev. D. Eades. 
Hetton-le-Hole and Dis. — Mr. B. 

Bryers. 
Middleton-in-Teesdale. — ^Bev. J. Hop- 
kins. 
Seaham Habboub. — ^Bev. G. Pettier, Bev. 

J. N. Higman. 
Shildon. — Mr. W. Newman, Mr. J. 

Davison. 
South Shields.^— Bev. E. Hopkins, Bev. 

M. T. Pickering, Mr. Jas. Brack. 
Spennymoob. — ^Bev. J. Bennett, Mr. J. W. 

Pratt. 
Staindbop.— Bev. J. P. Bead, Bev. J. W. 

Middlemiss. 
Stockton-on-Tees.— Bev. T. Barnes, Mr. 

T. B. Lax. 
SuNDEBLAND. — Bcv. F. Hcslop, Bcv. G. A. 

Neal, Bev. H. Davenport, -Aid. A.: 

Gibson, Gouncillor W. Walker, 

Gouncillor S. M. Swan. 
Tow Law.— Bev. P. S. Garden, Mr. 

Gardiner. 
Watebhouses and Dis. — ^Bev. B. .H. 

Anty, Mr. B. H. HaU. 
Weab Valley and Dis. — Mr. T. Vickers, 

Mr. J. D. Gardner. 
West Habtlepool. — ^Bev. D. Irving, M.A., 

D.G.L., Bev. M. May, Mr. G. Ander- 
son. 
Wellington.— Bev. J. T. Galton, Bev. W. 

Jobson. 

Bssex. 

Bbaintbbe.— Bev. W. E. Bobson, Mr. T. 

Hunnable. 
Bbentwood.— Bev. J. Davis, Mr. Lowe. 
Ghelmstobd. — Mr. A. P. Lindsell, Mr. 

E. A. Hunt. 
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Claotom-on-Sba.— Bev. P. A. Clements, 

Bev. W. W. Thackray. 
CooGBSHALL, Eblvkdon and DiB. — ^Bev. 

£. M. Edmonds, Miss M. £. Doowra. 
CoiiOHESTBB. — Mr. N. Sands, Mr. £. G. 

Last, Mrs. E. C. Last. 
Halbtbao.— Mr. J. O. Clower, Mr. C. E. 

Albon. 
Maldok. — Mr. J. P. Freeman. 
BouTOBD.— Bev. P. Miller, M.A. 
SouTHE2a>-oN-SBA. — ^Bev. E. Clements, 

Mr. A. H. Smith. 

Olonoestershire. 

Bbistol. — ^Bev. W. Gibson, Bev. J. Pearoe, 

Bev. T. P. Dale, Bev. G. A. Webb, 

Bev. J. L. Thomas, Bev. A. Buckley, 

Bev. B. V. Pi^ce, Mrs. Swann, Mr. 

H. J. Davies, Mr. L. P. Notft. 
Cheltenham. — ^Mr. Playle, Mr. E. J. 

Barrow, Bev. J. LI. Davies, Bev. J. H. 

Versey. 
GiioncBSTBB.--Bev. T. Bandal, Mr. T. B. 

Gregory, Blr. E. H. Spring. 
Oldland and Dis. — Mr. J. A. Bose, Mr. 

A. Jefferies. 
Stboud.— Bev. C. A. Davis, Bev. D. A. 

Davies. 
TEWXBSBUBT.^-Ald. L. Jones, J.P., Mr. 

H. D. James. 

Hampshire. 

Alton. — ^Mr. N. Francis. 

Basingstoke. — ^Bev. H. J. Chapman, M.A., 

Cooncillor F. Tinterlake. 
BouBNBMOUTH. — ^Bcv. J. E. Harlow, Bev. 

A. G. E. Gibson, Mr. E. A. Colbome, 

Mr. P. M. Bright. 
Eastlbioh. — Mr. F. Noyce. 
Fabbhax.— -Bev. L. J. Bailey. 
Pobtsmouth. — Mr. H. T. Goddard, Mr. 

A. G. Yeaxlee. 
Winchesteb.— Mr. F. J. Shilling, Mr. B. 

Sharpe. 

Hertfordshire. 

Chebhunt, Walthah Cboss, and Dis. — 

Bev. B. J. Wicks, Mr. G. G. Breeze. 
Hbmbl Hempstead. — ^Bev. F. Neal, Aid. 

C. E. Gray. 
Hebtfobd.— Bev. S. B. Handley. 
HxTcmN.— Bev. W. Martin, Bev. W. T. 

Harris. 
EiiiOB Lanolbt. — Mr. A. Hinson. 
St. Albans.— Bev. C. M. Hardy, Bev. 

H. W. Taylor. 

Isle of Man. 

Manx.— Bev. J.Davidson, Mr.. J.T. Cowell, 
Mr. W. M. Eerwish, Mr. A. Bobertson, 
Mr. J. F. Olaoas, Mr. P. Christian. 



Kent. 

Bboadstaibs. — Mr. B. Price. 
Cantebbubt. — Councillor F. J. Godden, 

J.P., Cooncillor J. F. Smi^, J.P. 
Deal.— Cooncillor A. S. Taylor. 
DovEB.— Mr. W. Bradley, J.P., Mr. B. 

Coveney, Bev. W. GUI. 
FoLKBSTONB.—Bev. B. M. Boss, Bev. D. 

Toong, Mr. E. T. Morrison. 
GBAVBSBND.—Bev. W. T. Ball. 
Maidstone.— Bev. E. P. Botter. 
Bamsgatb.— Bev. W. J. Meek. 
Bochbsteb.— Mr. W. B. Craske, J.P. 
Sevenoaxs.— Mr. C. H. Stanger, Mr. 

A. B. BeU. 
SrmNGBouBNE.— Bev. J. C. A. Bohn. 
Tonbbidge. — Mr. W. Baldwin, J. P., Mr. 

A. K. Baldwin. 
Tunbbidgb Wells.— Mr. T. W. Botter, 

Mr. E. B. Beecroft, J.P. 

iJMioashire.^ 

AcoBiNGTON.— Bev. T. K. Upright, Mrs. 

Pidaip, Bev. H. Brook, M.A. 
Ashton-in-Makebfibld. — Bev. F. T. 

White, Mr. T. W. Cowell, Mr. W. 

Bazendale. 
Ashton-undbb-Ltne. — ^Bev. J. M. Craven, 

Mr. T. W. Bates. 
AspuLL.— Mr. T. Wood, Mr. W. Gr^ory. 
Bacup.— Mr, H. Stapleton, Mr. E. Parr, 

Mr. A. Howarth. 
Babbowfobd.— Bev. J. Graham, Mr. B. 

Smallwood. 
Babbow-in-Fubness. — Bev. J. W. Giffen, 

Mr. W. H. Chambers, Mr. S. 

Hodgson. 
Blagkbubn. — Mr. J. H. Horrocks, Bev. S. 

Johnson, Mr. G. A. Ormerod, Bev. 

W. L. Forster. 
Blackpool.— Bev. P. Hotton, Bev. J. 

Gibson, Cooncillor Schotee, Mr. 

Edwin Holt. 
Bolton.— Bev. J. M. Ward, Pastor W. W. 

CoUinson, Mr. J. Atherton, J.P., Mr. 

T. Jones. 
BooTLE.— Mr. T. W. Corlett, Mr. B. V. 

Jones. 
BuBNLET.— Mr. B. Beny, Bev. J. B. 

Clarke. 
BuBT.— Bev. J. E. Clegg, Bev. P. Bomett. 
Castlbton. — Cooncillor J. Ashworth. 
Choblet. — Councillor Cook, Bev. W. 

KeUy. 
Choblton-cttm-Habdt. — ^B«v. M. B. Eirk- 

patrick, Bev. A. de Yliegw, D.Lii 
Chxtboh and Oswaldwhisxlb. — ^Mr. J. 

Grimshaw, Mr. T. Grimshaw. 
CoLNS.— Aid. Silvester Cark, Mi. W. 

Wharmby. 
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Dbotucsden.— Bev. H. Bnlcook, B.A., 

B.D., Mr. A. Bjrom. 
EooLES and Dis.— Bev. J. Taylor, Bev. 

J. Masterton. 
FAB29WOBTB.— Mr. T. H. Oharlton, Mr. J. 

Kenyon. 
Fleetwood.— Bev. W. J. Houlgate. 
FuBMESs, Cartmel, and Dis. — ^Bev. J. G. 

Anderson, Bev. J. B. Bell. 
Gbeat Habwooo. — Bev. W. Downing, Mr. 

J. Boshton. 
Haslimoden. — ^Bev. D. B. Davies, Mr. 

J. H. Chew. 
Hetwood.— Bev. S. L. Britton, Mr. E. C. 

NiohoUs. 
HoLLiMWooD. — Bev. O. Hunt, Bev. W. 

Wilkinson. 
KiBKHAM — Mr. E. Bigby, Mr. J. Salt- 



LANCA8TEB.->Mr. H. Wright, Bev. J. F. 

Cowley, Coonolllor T. Wilkinson, 

Bev. S. J. Bobins, Bev. J. 6. Booth, 

Bev. W. J. Chant, Mr. T. Skurow, 

Mr. V. H. Cross. 
Leigh.— Mr. E. J. Birchall, Mr. J. 

Battersby. 
Levenshulmb. — Bev. J. B. Goodhand, 

Bev. G. Nicholson. 
LiTTLEBOBOuaH.— Bev. J. Jones, Bev. T. 

Wilshaw. 
LiVEBpooL. — ^Bev. J. Mayles, Mr. A. Black, 

C.C, Mr. W. J. Oakes, B.A., Bev. H. 

Dunnico, Mr. B. G. Stafford, Mr. W. 

Crossfield, J.P., Bev. B. H. Sewell, 

B.A., Bev. W. Bawlinson. 
LiVEBPOOL, Welsh. — ^Bev. T. Hughes, 

Bev. B. A. Jones, M.A., Bev. H. 

Jones, J.P., C.C, Mr. O. Williams, 

Bev. O. L. Boberts, Mr. W. Evans, 

Bev. G. Ellis, M.A., Bev. D. Powell. 
Lttham and St. Anne's. — ^Bev. M. Gled- 

hill, Mr. W. Machie. 
Manchesteb, Nobth. — ^Bev. W. B. Lindsay, 

Bev. W. Owen. 
Manchesteb, Nobth- West. — ^Bev. E. W. 

Boberts, Bev. E. W. Howes, Bev. 

B. H. B. Shapland. 
Manchesteb, South. — Prof. A. L. Hum- 
phries, M.A. , Bev. A. Streuli. 
Manchesteb, South - East. — Bev. B. 

Jones, Bev. A. E. Bobinson, Mr. D. 

Elam. 
MiDDLETON. — Bev. T. Lister, Mr. P. 

Livesey. 
Mobecambe. — ^Bev. J. A. Buttriss, Bev. 

W. G. Peek. 
Nelson. — ^Bev. J. Boebuok, Mr. Arthur 

Watson. 
Pldham.— Bev. S. Caldwell, Bev. J. 

Beavley, Mr. J. L. Cartwright, Mr. A. 

Kershaw, 



QpENBHAW.— Mr. G. Saxon, Mr. D. Fair- 
bank. 
PADraAM — Bev. P. W. Dolphin, Mr. J. 

Duxbury. 
Platt Bbidoe.— Mr. J. H. Moss, Mr. £. 

Owen. 
Pbeston. — ^Bev. B. H. MoFarlane, Bev. 

J. Dyson, Mr. J. McDonald, J.P., 

Bev. W. H. Lewis, Dr. J. B. 

Holden. 
BADCLzmB. — ^Bev. J. A. Patrick, M.A. 
Bausbottom and Dis. — Councillor T. 

Holden, Mr. S. Punkett. 
Bishtom.— Bev. T. J. Barker, Mr. F. 

Tomlinson. 
BoGHDALE.— Mr. B. Turner, Bev. E. Smith, 

Bev. W. L. Tonge, Bev. G. Carv^, 

Bev. H. H. Minchin, Bev. J. T. 

WiUdns. 
St. Helens.— Bev. W. Collett, Bev. W. 

HohK)yd, Mr. T. Jenkinson, J.P., 

Mr. W. Smith. 
Salfobd, Nobth. — ^Bev. J. E. Swallow, 

Mr. J. Brozap. 
Salfobd, South and West.— Bev. B. J. 

Morgan. 
SouTHPOBT. — Mr. W. J. Boothroyd, J. P., 

Bev. J. T. Barkby, Bev. J. J. Fitch, 

Mr. F. W. Dixon, J.P., Mr. A. Selby, 

Bev. E. Salt, Mr. H. BaU, Bev. J. 

Chater, Mr. B. Cooper, J.P., Bev. J. 

Foster, Mr. J. H. Shaw, Bev. J. 

Whittle, Councillor J. Campion, Bev. 

J. B. Davies, Dr. Eenworaiy, Bev. 

H. M. Booth, Mr. L. Mawlson, 

LL.B., Bev. G. Fowler, MJL., Bfr. B. 

Brimelow, Mr. W. H. Longmaid. 
Staltbbidoe.— Bev. H. Hawley, Mr. J. T. 

Stevens. 
Stbetfobd.— Mr. W. Gregson, Mr. S. 

Stephenson. 
SwiNTON and Dis.— Bev. P. MoPhail, Mr. 

T. L. Gerrard. 
Walkden.— Bev. E. B. Davies, Bev. J. P. 

Hodgson. 
Wabbinoton.— Bev. H. Wall, Mr. C. E. 

Parker, Bfr. E. W. Jones. 
Watebloo, Seafobth, and Cbosbt. — ^Bev. 

A. Alexander, M.A., Bev. W. Henry, 

Mr. T. E. Hughes, Bev. T. Adam- 
son. 
West Gobton.— Bev. V. J. Cooper, Mr. 

F. Brookenhursi 
Westhouobton.— Bev. B. H. Lcnrd, M.A. , 

Mr. T. Boardman, Mr. W. Smith. 
W1DNE8.— Mr. W. B. Thomas, Mr. 8. H. 

Bobmson, Bev. J. Pedlar, Bev. S. O. 

Delafield. 
Wioan.— Mr. W. Johnson, J.P., Bev. 

G. H. Camson, Mr. J. A. Jcdmsoiu 
WBiQ9T|NaT0N, — Mif. W. Blight. 
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I«eioestersliiva. 

Babusstone and Dis.— Bev. J. B. Godfrey. 
CoALViLLB.— Kev. A. Holland, Mr. J. W. 

West, CO. 
liEicESTSB. — ^Mr. A. Piokard, Mr. J. O. 

Hckard. Bey. W. T. Derry, Mr. A. E. 

Hardy, Bey. B. Veitch, Bev. T. M. 

Thorp, Mr. S. B. Gamley, Mr. A. E. 

Sawday. 
LouoHBORouoH. — Mr. G. Cook. 
Melton Mowbbay. — Miss Clark, Mr. 

W. H. Grififen. 
Mount Sorrel and Dis. — ^Mr. L. H. 

Barrs, Mr. C. Wilson. 
North- West Leicbstershibe. — Mr. J. 

Pozon. 
WiGSTON. — Bev. J. Parkin, Mr. S. Ludlam. 

Unoolnshirtt. 

BARTON.—Mr. W. H. Warren. 
Boston.— Bey. G. Whelton, Mr. W. B. 

Walton. 
Bourne.— Aid. Wherry, J.P., Mr. A. H. 

Sneath. 
Grantham.— Bev. W. T. Healey, Bev. 

W. L. T. Merson, Mr. W. Bradshaw. 
Grimsby and Dis. — ^Bev. H. Spendelow, 

Bev. J. W. Armstrong. 
Lincoln. — ^Ald. Wyatt, Bev. J. H. Jack- 
man, Bev. G. H. Wilson, Mr. J. H. 

Cooper, Councillor Bobinson, Mr. H. 

Poppleton. 
Louth. — ^Bev. C. B. Bower, Mr. W. Lacey. 
Market Basen.— Mr. W. Hill. 
ScoTTER. — Bev. J. Bilton, Bev. H. H. 



Sleaford.— Mr. E. Craoknell, Mr. T. 
Fawcett. 

liondon, N. 

Acton.— Bev. C. L. Clarke, Bev. M. W. 

Williams. 
Barnrt.— Bev. E. T. Kirby. 
Ealino.— Bev. J. B. Nichols, Mr. F. 

Watt. 
East Ham.— Bev. E. Batclifife, Bev. J. T. 

Whitehead. 
Fulham.— ^Bev. H. Garden, Bev. W. 

Stephen. 
Hackney. — ^Bev. J. H. Jones, Bev. H. 

Codling. 
Hammersmith and Shepherd's Bush. — 
-Bev.-E. J. Kirtlan, B.A., B.D., Bev. 

H^AWridge. 
-HAMPRtEAD.-r^Sir Charles J. Tarring, Mr. 

G. W. Eenyon. 
Harrow. — Bev. J. S. Bruce, Mr. J. 

NichoUs. 
Hiohoatb. — Bev. J. H. Bushbrooke, M.A., 

Bev. W. J. Street. 



HoBMBEY. — ^Bey. L. Morgan, B.A., Bev. 

J. E. Flower, M.A. 
Ilford.— Bev. J. Pritchard, Mr. J. May. 
Iblinoton. — ^Bev. Dr. Leaoh, Bev. J. Din- 
nick. 
Leyton to Louohton.— Bev. J. B. Legge, 

M.A., Bev. J. Jermyn. 
Marylbbone. — Bev. J. G. Lloyd, Bev. 

J. B. Walker, Mr. Montague Holmes. 
MuswELL Hill. — ^Bev. G. T. Dixon, Mr. 

A. E. Mirams. 
Nobth-Wbst Ham. — Bev. A. J. Palmer, 

Mr. F. Muir. 
Paddinoton.— Mr. B. Atterton, Bev. B. 

SUby. 
PoPLAB.— -Bev. D. Hayes, Mr. H. Heath. 
St. Pancbas.— Bev. E. J.Dukes, Dr.B. T. 

Smith. 
South-west Ham.— Bev. B. B. Clifford, 

Bey. G. MoLuckie, B.A. « 

Stepney. — Mr. W. Groves, Mr. A. Chester. 
Tottenham, Edmonton, and Enfield. — 

Bey. H. Davies, Mr. E. W. Sawyer. 
Uxbbidoe.— Bev. F. E. Cossey, Mr. W. J. 

Hutchings. 
Walthamstow. — Bev. D. Mackintosh, 

Bev. W. B. Chesterton. 
Watfobd.— Bev. J. Stuart., Bev. G. W. 

Thomas. 
WiLLESDEN, East. — Bev. W. J. Sears, 

Mr. J. H. Gooch. 
WiLLESDEN, West. — Bev. E. Shillito, 

M.A.,Bev. W.Bradley. 
Wood Gbeen. — ^Bev. A. G. Adams. 

liondon, 8. 

Battersea and Clapham. — Bev. W. 

Souper, M.A., Bev. J. B. Budall. 
Blackheath and Greenwich. — Rev. J. H. 

Thomson, M.A., B.D.. Mr. G. C. 

Whiteley. 
Bromley.— Bev. L. E. Bartlett, Bev. J. 

Smith. 
Camberwell and Dis.— Rev. J. W. Ewing, 

Bev. H. O. Mackey. 
Catford, Hither Green, and S. Lee. — 

Bev. J. T. Dawson. 
Croydon. — ^Bev. J. Jones, M.A., Bev. A. J. 

Beid. 
Deptford.— Bev. S. M. Hay ward, B.A., 

B.D., Bev. J. Lewis. 
EiNOSTON and Dis.. — Bev. Isaac Brentnall. 
Norwood. — ^Bev. E. Dennis, Mr. W. Ward. 
Staines and Twickenham. — Mr. B. Day. 
Sydenham, Forest Hill, and Dis. — 

Bev. E. J. T. Bagnall, Bev. B. Pyke. 

Monmouthshire. 

Blaenavon.— Bev. D. E. Hughes, Bev. J. 
Griffiths. 
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Eastibm Yallets.— Bev. J. H. Bees, Mr. 

H. Summers. 
Bbbw ViLB.— Bev. W. Powell, Bey. T. 

Tnder. 
MoNMoiTTH.— Bev. J. T. GUes, Bey. L. M. 

Abbott 
Nbwpobt.— Mr. A. Taylor, Mr. J. Lis- 

oumbe, J.P., Bey. H. Abraham, Bfr. 

£. A. Charles. 
Trbdboab.— Mr. D. J. Vanghan, Bey. J. 

Collier. 

Korfolk. 

DEBraiM. — Mr. £. Brett, Bey. E. J. 

Quintrell. 
Kme's Ltnn.— Bev. E. W. Bremner, Bev. 

D. J. Evans. 
LoKO STBATTON.—Bev. A. Sheffield, Miss 

H. A. Delf . 
Norwich.— Bev. G. P. Clarke, Bev. J. G. 

Edwards, Aid. G. Green, Bfr. W. M. 

Burton. 
Wtuonbham.— Bev. A. T. Wardle. 
Yabmouth. — Mr. B. J. Harvey. 

Northamptonshirtt. 

Davbntbt and Long Buckbt.— Mr. C. 

Bodhonse. 
Kktterino. — Bev. D. Stephens 
Mabkst Habbobouoh.— Bev. A. Finlayson, 

Mr. G. G. Gardiner. 
NoBTHAMPTON.— Bev. S. Wilkes, Bev. J. 

Osborne, M.A., Mr. G. M. Tebbutt, 

J.P., Mr. S. Pickering. 
OuKDLB & Thbapstom.— Bev. F. I. Cater. 
Pbtbbbobouoh.— Bev. W. J. Butler, Bev. 

J. W. Elliott. 
TowcKSTEB.— Bev. W. Fidler, Mr. W. B. 

Williams. 

Northumberland. 

Cbamlinoton. — Bev. J. B. Wilson. 
Haltwhistle. — ^Bev. W. Pallister, Mr. 

J. F. Graham, Bev. B. Hastewell. 
Hexham and Di8.—Bev. P. F. Slater, Mr. 

F. W. Jefferson. 
Nbwcastle-on-Ttne. —-Mr. T. Dodds, Mr. 

A. Dickson, Mr. J. A. Holliday, Bev. 

J. W. Ogden, Bev. D. Fyflfe, M.A., 

Aid. H. Morton, J.P., Bev. E. J. 

Chappel, Bev. W. Carson, Mr. J. M. 

Jones, Mr. J. Hutchinson. 
Ttnemouth and Dis. — ^Bev. G. Coates, 

Mr. T. Socftt, sen., Bir. W. Gibson. 

Nottinghamshire. 

BuLWELL. — ^Bev. J. Gorton. 

Cablton. — ^Bev. C. J. Chamberlain, Mr. 

M. Tilley. 
HucKNAiiL ToBXABD.— Bev. G. T. Fawcett, 

Mr. H. H. Hartley. 



Nbwabx and Dn.— Mr. J. B. Freeman* 

NoTTiNOHAM.— Bev. D. L. Bitchie, Bev. 
A. E. 0. Jones, Bev. W. H. H. 
Xelshaw, Bev. Geo. Hill, MJL., D.D., 
Bev. B. M. Gautrey, Mr. J. B. Douglas, 
Mr. W. Wild, Mr. A. C. Morton. 

Staplbvobd.— Bev. S. T. Nicholson. 

WoBKBOP.— Mr. D. F. Walker. 

Oxfordshire. 

OzFOBD.— Councillor G. H. Cooper, Bev. 

J. Dann, Mr. J. H. Salter, J.P., Mr. 

Jas. Nix. 
Thame.— Mr. T. DevereU, Mr. W. West. 

Rutland. 

Oakham.— Mr. J. S. Dennison, Mr. J. 
Boyoe. 

Shropshire. 

Ludlow and Dis. — Mrs. Partington, Mr. 

C. B. Marston. 
Mabket Dbatton.— Mr. T. Mulliner, Mr. 

T. B. Vernon. 
Oakenoatbs.— Bev. W. S. Bosenoe, Mr. £• 

Latham. 
OswESTBT.— Bev. J. C. Elder, Bev. H. 

Evans. 
Shbewsbubt.— Mr. T. Cooper, Bev. T. 

Hart, Mr. W. W. Peet, Mr. C. Brook- 
field. 
Wem. — Bev. A. J. Herod, Mr. G. H. 

Holland. 

Somersetshire. 

Bath.— Councillor B. W. Kirkus,Mr. G. J. 

Long, Bev. B. Edgcombe. 
Bbidowateb. — Birs. F. C. Foster, Bev. H. 

Trotman, Bev. W. H. Beeken. 
Chabd and Dis. — Bev. J. S. Schofield, 

BIrs. J. S. Prentice. 
Cheddab Valley. — Bev. W. Bennett, 

Bev. F. H. Taylor. 
Taunton. — Bev. J. H. Cox, Bir. F. C. 

Sanderson. 
Weston-supeb-BIabb. — Mr. P. Smith, 

Bev. C. Lewis. 
Yeovil.— Bev. J. H. Geeson, Mr. W. 

Scammell, Mr. B. Sawtell. 

Staffordshire. 

BiLSTON.— Bev. G. Windram, Bev. A. E. P. 

Page, Bev. J. B. Petts. 
Blackhbath. — Mr. S. H. Griffin Bate» 

Mr. J. Field. 
Bbibblbt Hill and Dis.— Bev. J. Bogers. 
Bbownhills and Dis.— Mr. G. G. Willett. 
Bubslem. — Bev. W. S. Lamb. 
Bubton-on-Tbent. — Bey. A. G. Brown, 

Councillor Hutchinson, CouneiUer 

Trense. 
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Cannock and Dis. — Mr. T. Mason, Bev. 

A. 0. Baker. 
Gradlbt.— Mr. B. Southall. 
Gbadlet Heath. — ^Bev. F. B. Brunskill, 

Mr. 8. Woodhonse. 
Fbnton.— Bev. J. Whincup, Bev. J. S. 

Jones. 
Halesowbv. — ^Bev. E. W. Matthews, Mr. 

C. Parish. 
Hanley. — Bev. J. H. Oascoigne, Bev. 

H. a Wood, Mr. W. Walker, Mr. W. 

Hodkin&on. 
LoNOTON. — ^Bev. F. H. Edwards, Mr. J. 

Beswick. 
Newcastlb-undeb-Lvnb. — Bev. T. Cooper, 

Mr. T. Bhead, Mr. J. G. Gregory. 
Oldhill. — Mr. T. Cole. 
SHELFiEiiD. — Mr. W. Johnson, Mr. G. 

Harrington. 
SiLVEBDALB. — Mr. J. Edwards. 
STArpoBD.— Bev. W. G. Branch, Bev. 

J. Crothers, Mr. W. Baker. 
TuNSTALL.— Bev. A. J. Smith, Mr. J. 

Pemberton. 
Uttoxeter. — Mr. J. C. Dunicliff. 
Walsall.— Mr. J. Turner, F.B.M.S., 

Mrs. J. Tomer. 
Wbdnbsbury. — Mr. T. H. Gorle, J.P., 

Mr. D. Bagnall. Bev. S. F. Water- 
house. 
WoLVEBHAMPTON.— Bev. C. F. Boue, Bev. 

H. C. Sage, M.A., B.D., Bev. J. M. 

Pascoe. 



Suffolk. 

Becclbs and Dis. — ^Bev. J. H. Lynn, Bev. 
W. Tomalin. 

BuBY St. Edmunds. — ^Bev. C. S. Bose. 

Felixstowe, Walton, and Dis. — Bev. H. 
Bennett, Mr. H. J. Gibson. 

Ipswich.— Bev. S. Hirst, B.A., B.D., Mr. 
G. Pretty, Bev. T. Devine. 

Lowestoft. — Mr. T. Bee, Councillor H. 
Le Qrice, Councillor H. H. Board- 
ley. 

WooDBRiDOB and Dis. — Mr. A. Fair- 
weather, Mr. S. T. Pulham. 



Surrey. 

Aldebshot and Fabnham. — Mr. F. Darra- 

cott, Mr. F. S. Selie. 
GtTiLDFOBD and GoDALMiNO. — Mr. B. G. 

Davey, Mr. H. Wheeler. 
Nobth-West Subbey.— Mr. Worster, Bev. 

H. Crouch. 
Beioate and Dis. — Bev. S. J. Evans, 

Bev. J. Squires. 
WoKiNo. — Bev. J. H. Milnes, Mr. B. 

Ivens. 



Sussex. 

Bbiohton.— rBev. J. G. Binney, Bev. H. 

Shearer, Mr. C. Bobson. 
Eastboubnb.— Bev. J. C. Easterbrook, 

Mr. A. Kent, J.P. 
East Gbinstbad. — Mr. S. J. Beid^ J.P., 

D.C.L. 
Hastings.— Dr. F. B. Lewis, J.P., Bev. 

A. Seys Howell, Bev. C. E. Charles- 
worth. 
Lewes.— Bev. B. Wilkinson, Bev. J. 

Burrows. 
Mid-Sussex.— Bev. C. H. W. Cox, Mr. C. 

Clarke. 
WoBTHiNO. — Mr. Crook, Bev. W. H. 

Lovell, Bev. W. D. Boss. 

Wales (North). 
Bangob. — ^Bev. T. Gasquoine, B.A., Bev. 

W. O. Jones, Mr. J. P. WUliams. 
Bbaumabis. — ^Bev. J. Hillier, Mr. W. J. 

Thomasr 
Bethesda.— Bev. J. B. Ellis, Mr. D. J. 

Davies. 
Cabnabvon. — Bev. D. S. Jones, Mr. J. 

Paull. 
CoEDPOETH and Dis.— Bev. T. Jones- 
Humphreys, Bev. T. E. Thomas. 
CoLWYN Bay.— Bev. T. Lloyd, Mr. H. J. 

Edwards. 
CoNNAH*sQuAY. — Capt. S. Vickers, Mr. W. 

Shepherd. 
Conway.— Mr. J* P. Griffiths, Mr. C. C. 

Jones. 
Denbigh.— Bev. D. Thomas, Mr. B. Jones. 
Flint.— Bev. D. Edwards, Mr. H. Powell, 

T.C. 
Hawabden and Dis. — Mr. B. Jones. 
Holt and Fabndon. — ^Bev. L. M. Davies, 

Bev. B. L. Boose. 
Holywell.— Bev. A. LI. Hughes, Mr. J. S. 

Jones. 
Mebthyb Vale and Abebfan. — Mr. T. 

Price. 
Newtown. — ^Bev. E. J. Williams, Mr. 

C. T. M. Taylor. 
Penmaenmawb. — ^Bev. E. C. Hart. 
Pbestatyn. — ^Bev. L. Lewis, Mr. J. LI. 

Jones. 
Bhyl (Welsh).— Bev. B. Bichards, Bev. 

T. O. Griffiths. 
TowYN.— Bev. 0. Madoc Boberts, Bev. 

B. B. Williams, M.A. 
Wbexham.— Aid. T. Jones, J.P., Bev. H. J. 

Huffadine, Bev. J. Boberts, Mr. W. 

Thomas, J.P. 

Wales (South). 
-Abebavon and Poet Talbot. — Councillor 
W. J. Williams, Bev. J. E. Bees. 
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ABXBT8TWTTB.— Prof. T. A. Levi, B.C.L., 

Ber. T. B. Boberto, HA. 
BBBooN.^Bev. T. O. Thomas, Be?. D. O. 

Orifflibs. 
BBTNMAwm.— BoT. W. C. Williams, Bev. 

I. Wesl^j Davies. 
, BniLTH WxLLB. — Mr. J. Duggan. 
CABi>iFr.->BeT. W. C. Parry, Bev. J. 

WOUamson, Bev. J. T. PhiUips, Bev. 

C. Stedeford, Bev. J. Thomas, Mr. 

J. P. PoweU, Mr. A. A. Bi^an, Bfr. P. 

Qonvil, Bfr. J. A. Jenkins, Mr. 8. 

Stephens. 
Castlbton, St. Mkllowb, and Dis.— Bey. 

M. Bichards. 
Cbickhowkll and Dis. — Mr. D. L. Jones. 
DowLAis.— Bev. D. J. Boberts, Mr. H. 

Jones. 
GiRW Vallet.— Bev. D. Hughes, Bev. J. 

Hughes. 
GowsR. — ^Bev. J. Badham. 
Hat.— Mr. G. Kedwards. 
Llandrindod WxLUi. — Mr. J. Coombs. 
Llanellt. — ^Mr. J. Clement, J.P., Bev. 

I. M. Williams. 
Mertbyb. — Bev. W. Evans, Mr. G. 

Williams. 
MidBadnob.— Bev. D. G. Miller, Mr. 

J. O. Jenkins, J.P. 
Mid-Bhondda. — Bev. S. G. Jones, B.A., 

Mr. A. Sutton. 
Mountain Ash. — Bev. D. W. Davies, 

B.A. 
Neath and Dis.— Aid. E. S. Phillips, Mr. 

B. A. WiUiams. 
Pbnabth.— Mr. J. W. Mayne, Mr. W. E. 

Thomas. 
Pencoeo. — ^Bev. B. Jones. 
Pontabdulais.— Bev. B. W. Davies. 
PoNTTPBiDD. — Bev. W. Lewis, Mr. T. S. 

Jones. 
BHAYADEB.—Bev. B. W. Boberts. 
Swansea. — Bev. C. Higman. 
Vale op Glamorgan. — ^Bev. D. W. Bees. 

Warvlok. 

BiRMiNOHAH. — ^Bev. J. Hulmo, Bev. A. H. 

Lemon, B.A., Mr. H. J. Hart, Mr. S. 

Usher, Bev. H. A. Scott, Mr. J. 

Derrington, J.P., Bev. H. J. Dnrrant, 

Bev. B. B. Craddock, Bev. J. O. 

Morgans, Bev. T. E. Titmuss, Mr. J. 

Austin, Bev. Heath Lemon, Mr. B.E. 

Halford, Bev. B. H. Osborne. 
CovENTBY.~Bev. W. B. Emery, Mr. I. 

Farren, Bev. A. Wilkes. 
Leahinoton. — Aid. J. Bennett, J.P., 

Councillor S. Holloway, J.P., 

Councillor J. Banner. 
BuoBT.—Mr. B. Thomas, Bev. J. Lindley, 

Bev. E. Bryant. 



Stbatfobd-on-Avon.— Bev. B. T. H. 
Allen, Bev. A. Tnok«r, CoonciUor 
E. T. Eennard. 
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Applbbt. — Bev. B. Brewin, Mr. G. 

Williamson. 
Kbndal.— Bev. M. Gray, M.A., Bev. W. 

Sutton. 

WUtshire. 

Chippenham and Dis.>-Bev. C Thomas. 
DowNTON and Dis. — Mr. B. Brown. 
Salisbubt— Bev. P. N. Harriscm, M.A», 

Mr. H. B. Medway. 
Swindon.— Bev. T. G. Vinson, Mp. W. J, 

Ainsworth, Mr. B. G. Cripps. 
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C. B. Joliife. 
Wabminsteb.— Mr. S. Pood, Mr. S.Webb. 
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Bbomsobove.— -Mr. F. H. Bea. 
Dudley.— Bev. W. B. Baohe, Mr. S. G. 

Davies. 
GoBNAL.— Bev. E. Hughes. 
KiDDEBMiNSTEB, Stourpobt, and Dis. — 

Mr. W. Pronnell, Bev.F. J. Aust, Bev. 

H. J. Hayward. 
Malvern— Miss M. Ballard, Mr. Bartter. 
Netherton. — Mr. £. Worrall, Mr. W. 

Hanooz. 
WoRCESTER.^Bev. A. J. Owers, Mr. T. 

Bellamy, Mr. A. E. Allen. 

Yorkshire. 

Ardsley.— ^Bev. W. Clough. 

Barnsley. — Bev. J. Turner, Bev. A. T. 

Mills, Mr. W. Brown. 
Batley. — Bev. W. Salisbury, Mr. S. 

Brearley, Bev. E. Porter. 
Bedale.— Bev. G.Makin,Bev.W.Skelson. 
Beverley. — Bev. W. H. Davies, Mrs. 

W. H. Davies. 
BiNOLEY. — ^Bev. J. Jack. 
Bradford. — Councillor E. J. Smith, Mr. 

J. B. Lawson, Bev. J. (Gardner, Bev. J. 

Poynton, Bev. J. P. Nodder, Bev. T.G. 

Harper, Mr. A. White, Mr. J. Thomas. 
Bbamlby.— Bev. W. B. Fallas, Mr. T. 

Appleyard. 
Bbiohouse and Dis. — ^Bev. W. F. Bidley, 

Aid. Geo. Healey. 
BuBNLEY Valley.— Bev. B. A. Bootii- 

man, Bev. J. Brown. 
Castlefobd — ^Bev. W. Jackson. 
Chapeltown. — Mr. J. Stringer, Mr. E. 

MUns. 
Crossbills, Silsden, and Dm. — Bev. 

B. W. Bedhead, Mr. E. Binns. 
Cro^xe.— Bev. J. H. P. Smith. 
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DoNCASTEB.— Mr. R. M. Jaokaon, Mr. C.H. 

Theobald. „ ^, ^ 

Dbiffieu).— Mr. H. D. Marshall, Mr. W. 

Taylor. ^ 

EccLESHiLL.— Bev.B.B.Fi8k.Mr. C.Wray. 
Elland.— Bev. J. B. Portman, Mr. F. 

Wilkinson. 
EsTON, NoBMAMBT and Dm.— Bev. J. E. 

Hodge. ,-. . 

GoLCAB.-Jlev. H. R. Jenkins, Mr. A. 

Sykes. 
GooLE.— .Rev. W. B. Honlt, M.A., Bev. 

J. T. Collier, Mr. C. R Molloy. 
Halifax. — Rev. J. F. Lawis, Mr. T. 

CoUinson, J.P., Mr. A. B. Thomas, 
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Habbogatb.— Rev. W. M. Simm, Mr. H. 

Ainsworth, Mr. J. Wilkinson, Mr. C. 

Wood. 
Hebden Bbidoe.— Bev. H. C. Benshaw, 

Bev. E. G. Thomas. 
Hobbuby.— Bev. T. S. Davies, Mr. G. W. 
- Oreen. 
HoBNSEA.— Bev. M. H. Chapman, Mr. 

A. S. Haller. 

HoBSFOBTH. — Bev. H. Townsend, M.A., 

Mr. B. Lockwood. 
HoYLAND.— Bev. J. A. Alderson, Mr. J. W. 

Wilson. 
HuDDEBSFiBLD.— Bev. J. Msilinson, BIr. 

W. H. Heap, Bev. B. C. Ford, Bev. 

P. Beynolds, Mr. T. Mellor, Mrs. 

Donkersley, Mr. Hellawell, Mr. J. W. 

Wood. 
Hull.— Councillor W. C. Dawson, Bev. 

W. A. Hind, Bev. B. Harrison, Mr. 

G. W. Flint, Mr. J. H. King, jun., 

Mr. J, B. Fowler. 
Eeiohley.— Bev. H. Davies, Councillor D. 

Driver, Bev. W. Hughes. 
Leeds.— Bev. G. Ayre, Bev. A. M. Bitchie, 

M.A., Bev. H. T. Chapman, Bev. 

W. Johnstone, B.A., Mrs. KorlJi, Mr. 

L. B. Walker, Mr. W. Hole, Mr. T. 

Watson, Mr. W. North, Bfr. T. H. 

Fleming. 
Loftus-in-Clbvbland. — Mr. G. Edwards. 
Mapplbwbll.— Mr. G. A. Porter, Mr. A. 

Goldthorpe. 
MiDDLBSBBOUOH. — ^Bov. E. B. Matrou, Mr. 

B. Myers, Mr. W. Blenkinsop, Mr. 
G. Daniels, Councillor J. Calvert, 
Mrs. Kent. 

Mibfield.— Bev. H. S. Sandford, Mr. J. 
Wahnsley, J.P. 



MTfBouiBOYD and Ds.— Bev. B. C. Bar- 
nard, MJL, Mr. J. W. HoUand. 
Nkw Mill.— Mr. O. H. Tinker. 
Nobmaxtoh.— Mr. M. Biett^, Mr. A. E. 

liodge. 
Obsbtt.- Bev. F. J. Hadfield« Mr. George 

Day. 
PiCKXBixe.— Mr. T. W. Gamett, Mr. E. 

Dinsley. 
PoBTKFBACT.— Bev. W. J. P. White, Mr. 

J. G. Kdly, Mr. M. Banatt 
PussBT.— Bev. D. A. Henderson, Mr. 8. 

liobley. 
QuKENSBUBY.— Mr. W. WUsoii, CoondUor 

J. Balmforth. 
BiPON.— Mr. W. B. Storey, Mr. J. W. 

Baton, Mr. J. Hahgood. 
BiPPOMDEN.- Bev. A. Wood. 
BoDLBY.— Mr. Arthur Booth, Mrs. Booth. 
BoTHEBHAM.— Bev. W. B. Britton, Bev. 

W. Franks. 
Byedalb.— Mr. T. Leadley, Mr. W. 

Oldroyd. 
ScABBOBouoH. — ^Mr. T. Stammers, Mr. 

W. H. Gri^ Mr. A. Bowman. 
Sheftibld.— Mr. J. Thomley, Mr. W. G. 

Tarbolton, Bev. W. B. Barron, Bev. 

E. H. Beynolds, Mrs. Wolfenden, 

Mr. S. Maolawin, Mr. T. Bobinson, 

Mr. J. T. LesUe, Mr. C. W. Caudle, 

Mr. C. WooUons, Mr. J. Andrew, Bev. 

H. B. Shaw. 
SmpLBY.— Bev. P. D. Pringle, Bev. D. M. 

Kentfield. 
SioptoN.— Bev. B. B. Saul, Bev. L. H. 

Gaunt, M.A. 
SouTHBAKX and Dis. — Mr. H. Frankland, 

Mr. J. E. Barker. 
SowEBBY.— Bev. J. Sunderland. 
SowBBBY Bbidob. — ^Bev. J. M. Brown. 
Stannikoley. — Mr. S. Holdstook, Mr. T. 

Bider. 
Stokesley, Ayton, and Dis.— Mr. G. M. 

Archibald, Bev. G. Beid. 
Spen Valley. — Bev. W. Carr, Mr. H. 

Midgley, Mr. H. Clark. 
Thobne. — Bev. J. Bush, Bev. G. C. 

Anderson. 
Wakefield.— Mr. G. F. Nurse, Bev. H. J. 

Martin, Mrs. Martin. 
Whaxfedale and Dn. — ^Bev. B. Scott, 

Bev. W. H. Ibberson. 
Whitby.— Bev. G. M. Storrar, Bev. J. W. 

Bowman. 
Ybadon.— Bev. C. Greenwood, Mr. H. 

Evans. 
Tobx.— Mr. H. W. Smith, Mr. T. Monk- 
man, Bev. J. Brighting, Mr. W. H. 
Hodgson. 
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Hirst, Mr. J. H., Huddersfield 
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Bawson, Mr. W. H., Accrington 
Bedmayne, Mr. E. B., Southport 
Bider, Bev. T., Southport 
Bigby, Miss, Southport 
Bimmer, Mrs., Southport 
Bobinson, Mr. J. T., Barrow-in-Fur- 
ness 
Bobinson, Mrs. W. E., Southport 
Bodhouse, Mr. C, Daventry 
Bowbotham, Mrs., Birkdale 

Salt, Bev. E. and Mrs., Southport 
Sohofield, Miss, Southport 
Scott, Miss F., Bochdale 
Scott, Mr. J., Byton-on-Tyne 
Scott, Mr. J. H., Southport 



Scott, Bev. H. A., and Mrs., Sou^port 
Sellers, Mr. J., Chorley 
Senior, Miss S. B., Southport 
Shakesby, Mr. A., Filev 
Sheppard, Mr. A. H., I^ondon 
Singleton, Mr. H. J., Yeovil 
Skirrow, Mr., Southport 
Slater, Mrs., Southport 
Slater, Mr. J. D., Southport 
Smethurst, Miss, Southport 
Smith, Mr. H., Southport 
Smith, Mr. John, Buxton 
Smith, Mr. and Mrs. J., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne 
Smith, Mr. and Mrs. J. S., Mountson*el 

Mills 
Snape, Mr. H. Lloyd, Southport 
Sortwell, Mr. B., Ealing 
Southworth, Mr., Southport 
Spencer, Mr. S., Harrogate 
Spicer, Miss J. Evan, Dulwich 
Spink, Mr. J. K., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Stansfield, Mr. F., Blackburn 
Stansfield, Mr. T., Southport 
Stewart, Miss C. M., Stalybridge 
Stokoe, Miss J. , Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Street, Bev. W. J., Southport 
Stringer, Mr. J., Doncaater 

Taylor, Mrs. H. J., Chesterfield 
Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. A. F., Hanwell 
Taylor, Mr. T., Southport 
Thomas, Mr. W., Hebden Bridge 
Thompson, Bev. G. Dixon, Wigan 
Thompson, Bev. J. W., Darwin 
Thome, Mr. H., Loughton 
Thorpe, Mrs., Southport 
Tomlinson, Mr. Amos, Southport 
Toomer, Mr. B. S., Dover 
Townsend, Miss, Southport 
Trahair, Mr. W. B., Yelverton 
Tullock, Mr. W., Glasgow 
Turner, Mr. F. Willey, Evesham 
Turner, Mr. B., Rochdale 

Urry, Mr. and Mrs. W. F., Clacton- 
on-Sea 

Vasey, Mr. T. E., London 
Verity, Mr. M., Widnes 

Waddy, Mrs., Southport 
Wagstaff, Mr. and Mrs. G., Betford 
Wallace, Mrs., Southport 
Waller, Mr. H. L., London 
Walker, Mr. J., Birkdale 
Walker, Mr. E., Tideswill 
Walsh, Mr. and Mrs., Blackburn 
Warrington, Mr. B., Southport 
Waterworth, Bev. H., Todmorden 



MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL, 
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Webster, BIr., Soothport I 

Wheddon, Mr., Soathport I 

Whitehead, Bev. J. E., Hessle I 

Whitelow, Mr. E. J., Birkdale ! 

Whiteside, Mrs., Blaokpool , 

Whitley, Miss, Dtilwioh ! 

Whittingham, Miss, Kingston 
Whitton, Bev. J., Southport 
Whyte, Mrs. Bobert, London 
wad, BCiss, Soathport I 

Wilkinson, Mr. J., Sonthport 
Wilkinson, Mrs. B., Lewes I 

Wilkinson, Mr. E., Keswick 
Wilibnson, Mr. J., Southport 
\^ett, Mrs. S., Manchester 



Williams, Mrs. G. J., Appleby 
Williams, BIr. D. J., Bethesda 
Wilshaw, Dr., Southport 
Wilson, Mr., Sonthport 
Wilson, Mr. L., Southport 
Wilson, Mr., Soathport 
Wilson, Bev. S. J., Buddington 
Wilson, Mr. J. H., Birkdale 
Witheridge, Mr. E., Kingston 
Wood, Mr. A. C, Birkdale 
Woodcock, Mr. G. B., Leeds 



Tates, Mr., Soathport 
Toung, Aid., Southport 



THIRTEENTH NATIONAL COUNCIL, 



2)n BALANCE SHEET, 



LIABILITIES. 

£ 8. d. £ 8. d. 
To Sundry Creditors 2,198 18 6 



Loan 80000 



2,998 18 5 



„ Capital Account, February 1, 1907 . . . . 2,837 11 
AM Balance from Publication Account . . . . 467 8 5 



3,304 19 5 
Leti Balance from Bevenue Account . . . . 1,143 14 2 



2,161 5 3 
£5,160 3 8 



2)r. BEVENUE ACCOUNT for the 

£ 8. d. 

To Deputation and Initial Expenses 236 16 

,, Circulating Library 14 8 8 

I, Special Grants to Federations, as per Contra . . . . 900 

,, Annual Council 345 17 7 

,, Propaganda Gratis Literature .. .. 20110 7 

VI Legal and Professional Expenses 26 5 

,, Salaries of Office Staff, Missioners, &c 4,770 15 8 

,f General Mission Expenses, including Travelling Expenses 

of Missioners, <fec 338 6 10 

,f Continental Services 9 17 2 

t , General Council and Office Expenses, including Bent, Bates, 

and other charges 

,, Girls' Guild Expenses 

H Social Questions 

4, Summer School 

„ Sundry Meetings' Account 



957 14 


7 


325 2 





188 7 


1 


229 


2 


106 4 


3 


£8,650 5 


7 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 



January 31, 1908. Cr. 



ASSETS. 

£ 8. d. £ 8. d. 

By Cash at Bank 1,498 14 9 

,, Sundry Publication Debtors .. .. 1,509 111 

M Office Furniture .. 310 14 5 

httz Depreciation 46 12 3 

264 2 2 

,, Stock of Publications, Blocks, <fec 1,888 4 10 



£5,160 3 8 



Twelve Months ending January 31, 1908. Cr« 

£ 8. d. £ 8. d. 

By Donations and Subscriptions 1,499 11 

„ Special Donations for Grants to Federations, as 

per Contra 90000 

2,399 11 

„ Affiliation, Delegates* and Personal Members' Fees . . . . 772 

„ Receipts from Missions 3,897 16 6 

,, Continental Services 8 18 6 

„ Social Questions 98 8 

„ Summer School 150 

„ Sundry Meetings' Account 179 17 5 

„ Balance to Capital Account 1,143 14 2 



£8,650 5 7 



THIRTEENTH NATIONAL COUNCIL. 



2)r. PUBLICATION ACCOUNT for the 



£ 8. d. 

To Stock, January 31, 1907 1,545 

„ Printing, Engraving, Ck>8t of Paper and Binding . . 5,001 7 10 

„ Office Printing and Stationery 72 2 2 

„ Carriage 157 7 8 

„ Postages 186 4 6 

„ Discounts paid 285 3 4 

„ Salaries 625 

„ Bents, Bates and Taxes 139 10 

„ Advertising 118 15 8 

„ Bad Debts written off 23 11 4 

„ Boyalties 179 19 2 

„ Depreciation of Office Furniture 16 12 8 

,, Balance carried to Balance Sheet 467 8 5 



£8,818 2 4 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 



Twelye Months ending January 31, 1908. Cr. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 

By Sales 7,094 8 9 

L^^Betams 450 19 3 

6,643 9 6 

„ AdTertisements 28680 

,, Stock on hand, January 31, 1908 1,888 4 10 



£8,818 2 4 



J. COMPTON RICKETT, 

Chairman of Finance Committee, 



Auditors* Cbbtificatb. — We hereby certify that we have examined the above 
Accounts with the Books, Counterfoil Beceipt Books, and Vouchers of the 
Council, and find the same to be in accordance therewith, and that all 
our requirements, as Auditors, have been complied with. We have also 
verified the Balance at the Bankers* on Current Account. 

gArARD van DE LINDE & SON, Auditm'8, 

Chartered Accountants, 

London, February 20, 1908. 
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THIRTEBNTS NATIONAL COUNCIL. 



DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
1907—1908. 



£ 8. 

20 5 

10 

1 1 
1 1 

10 
25 

1 
10 

5 

1 1 



2 2 



1 
10 



8 8 
5 



5 

5 

1 1 
2 
10 
15 

2 2 





212 

1 

5 



10 
4 5 

1 1 

4 

1 1 



18 6 



Aberystwyth ConTention 
Ackland, J., Esq. 
Altham, T. E., Esq. 
Angus, C. J., Esq. 
Ashby, S., Esq. .. 
Baines, G. H., Esq. 
Barlow, J. H., Esq. 
Barton, J. S., Esq. 
Barnes, J., Esq. .. 
Barron, A., Esq. . . 
Bath Girls' Gaild 
Baz, Mrs. Bidley, col 

leoted by 
Betts, J. S., Esq. 
Bissington, A., Esq. 
Bloom, v., Esq. ... 
Blackwell, Aid. J., J.P. 
Boaden, Bev. E. . . 
Boardman, C, Esq. 
Bracher, J. Howes, Esq 
Brown, W. H., Esq. 
Brimelow, Mr. W. 
Brimelow, Mrs. W. 
Bristow, Mrs. 
Bant, Geo. E., Esq. 
Buntmg, Mrs. 
Burgess, W. G., Esq. 
Burgis, G. B., Esq. 
Bury St. Edmunds F.G 
Butler, Mrs. 
Butler, Miss S. A. 
Cadbury, Mr. George 
Gadbury, Mrs. Barrow 
Cadbury, Mr. Joel 
Calvert, J., Esq. . . 
Came, Mrs., collected 
Carpenter, G. C, Esq. 
Chandler, W. G., Esq. 
Clarke, D., Esq. .. 

Carried forward .. £810 5 3 



Brought forward 
Clegg, Miss S. E. 
Colboume, J., Esq. 
Congo Bef orm Association 
Corderoy, G^eo., Esq. 
Cory, J., Esq. 
Cox, A. W. Esq... 
Craske, W. B., Esq. 
Crossley, Mrs. . . 
Davies, Bees, Esq. 
Derby Girls' Guild 
de S^lincourt, Mrs. 
Election Committee Grant 
Emm, W., Esq. .. 
Evans, Jno., Esq. 
Evans, Prof. E. K. 
Fairbaim, A. D., Esq. 
Flmt, G. W., Esq. 
Ford, Gerard N., Esq. 
Eraser, J., Esq. .. 
Freer, F. A., Esq. 
Gamman, F., Esq. 
Glass, W., Esq. .. 
Greenwood, Bev. H. M 
Hanmier, G. M., Esq. 
Hampstead Girls' Guild 
Hampton, S., Esq. 
Handford, E.,Esq. 
Hartley, W. P., Esq. 
Heathcote, Bev. H. J. 
Heap, Chas., Esq. 
Henderson, Miss.. 
Hepworth, J., Esq. 
Higginbotham, Miss 
Hindley, Mrs. 
Hirst, A. H.,Esq. 
Hodgkins, J. B., Esq. 
Holloway, H., Esq. 
Hurry, Bev. N. . . 



£ s. d. 
810 5 3 



1 1 





1 1 





50 





1 1 





100 





5 





1 1 





2 2 





2 


6 


1 10 





10 





413 13 11 


1 





10 





5 





1 1 





10 





1 1 





1 1 





1 1 





1 1 





10 





1 1 





2 2 





2 2 





1 1 





10 


6 


200 








1 

1 

10 

1 

2 

1 
5 
5 
1 



Carried forward £1,134 14 8 




DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS, 1907-8. 



£ 

Brought forward . . 1,134 
Hoghes, T. E., Esq. . . 1 
Jacques, Bfrs. E. C. . . 

Jones, A., Esq 1 

Kent, A., Esq., J.P. . . 2 
Knight, W. E., Esq. .. 1 
Lamont^ Jno., Esq. .. 5 
Lankester, Miss E. M. . . 
Laycock, J., Esq. * .. 
Leamington Girls* Guild 1 

Lee, Geo., Esq 

Lee, W., Esq 

Leicester Girls' Guild . . 1 
Lenwood, Bev. W. . . 1 
Lewis, Mrs. Herbert, col 

lectedby .. .. 

Ley, T. C, Esq 2 

Livesey, J. H., Esq. . . 
Llandinam, G. G. . . 

Lye, W. T.,Bsq 1 

Lyndhurst Boad Girls* 

Guild.. 
Lyne, W. H., Esq. 
Macalpine, G. W., Esq. 
Maodonald, C, Esq. 
Malvern Girls* Guild 
Martin, H., Esq. . • 
Mather, J., Esq. . . 
Meese, D. B., Esq. 
Miller, B. S., Esq. 
Moore, J. H., Esq. 
NailswcMrth Girls* Guild 
Nixon, B. B., Esq. 
Oxford Girls* Gufld 
Parker, Bfiss M. .. 
Perks, B. W., Esq.. M.P. 
Pickard, Mr. and Mrs, 
Pidduck, W. B.,Esq. 
Pope, J., Esq. . . 
Price, Miss B. N. 
Queen's Park Gongl. Ch. 
Bansom, A., Esq. 
Baw, Bev. J. F. . . 
Bedhill Girls* GuUd 
Bichards, G. S., Esq 
Bickett,SirJ.G.Compton 

M.P.,D.L. .. 



8. d. 
14 8 



18 3 

1 

10 6 

2 
10 

2 6 

1 



1 





5 





1 1 





4 4 





1 





1 1 





5 





1 10 





2 2 





1 1 





1 7 


6 


1 1 





15 


6 


2 





100 





11 11 





10 





5 





1 





1 1 





1 10 





7 


Q 


1 8 


7 


10 






100 



Carried forward £1,891 12 



£ 
Brought forward ..1,391 

Bidley, 0., Esq 1 

Boberts, Bev. E 1 

Bobinson, E., Esq. .. 5 

Bobinson, B., Esq. . . 1 

Bobinson, Mrs. W. L. . . 2 

Bogers, H. E., Esq. . . 1 

Bylands, Birs 20 

Sadler, J., Esq 1 

Semple, B. J., Esq. . . 1 

Sherring, W., Esq . . 

Shone, J. A., Esq. . . 2 

Simpson, Mrs. E. . . 

Simpson, Mrs. Enmia . . 

Simpson, Mr. W. . . 

Skelton, Sir C. T. .. 2 

Smith, Mr. Frederic . . 1 

Spicer, Aid. Evan, J.P. . . 25 

Spurgeon, J., Esq. . . 2 

Square Gongl. Gh. , Halifax 1 

Stephenson, G. J., Esq. . 2 

Stephenson, W., Esq. . . 

Taylor, S., Esq 1 

Teasdale, J., Esq. .. 5 

Tennant, H., Esq. .. 10 

Terrell, Mrs 1 

Upper Heckmondwike In- 
dependent Gh. . . 1 

Uny, Mr.W.F 1 

Walduck, Bfrs 

Walker, B., Esq. .. 

Warmington, Miss . . 1 
Warriner, Dr. W. H., 

M.A 

Webb, W. T., Esq. .. 1 

Whiteley, J., Esq. .. 1 

Whiteman, F. G., Esq. . . 1 

Whyte, B., Esq 5 

Whyte, Mrs.B 1 

Williams, P. Mostyn, Esq. 

Williamson, D., Esq. .. 

Wood, J., Esq 1 

Wood, H. Ernest, Esq. . . 1 

Woolley, E., Esq. .. 

Wright, J. H., Esq. .. 2 



d. 
















10 6 
10 6 








d 






1 


1 
2 
10 
1 
5 





12 

5 







10 6 
1 



10 


1 

1 
5 



10 6 



£1,499 11 



NATIONAL COUNCIL 

OF THE 

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCHES. 



CONSTITUTION. 




TITLE. 

I. — The name shall be " The National Council of the Etakgelical Free 
Chubches." 

The Churches constituting the local Councils entitled to representation on the 
National Council are the Congregational and Baptist Churches, the Methodist 
Churches, the Presbyterian Church of England, the Free Episcopal Churches, 
the Society of Friends, and such other Evangelical Churches as the National 
Council may at any time admit. 

OBJECTS. 
II.— The object of the National Council shall be — 

(a) To facilitate fraternal intercourse and oo-operation among the 

Evangelical Free Churches. , 
{h) To assist in the organisation of local Councils. 

(c) To encourage devotional fellowship and mutual counsel concerning 
the spiritual life and religious activities of the Churches. 

(d) To advocate the New Testament doctrine of the Church, and to 
defend the rights of the associated Churches. 

(e) To promote the application of the law of Christ in every relation of 
human life. 

MEMBERSHIP, 
m. — ^All local Councils formed in harmony with the principles of ^e 
National Council of the Evangelical Free Churches shall be entitled to send 
as many representatives— men or women— to each Annual Council ad the 
Executive Committee shall from time to time determine. 



CONSTITUTION. 



Every local Coonoil shall be reeponsible for the payment of 5s. on behalf of 
each representative it sends to the Annual Council. 

For the present, members — ^men or women— of Evangelical Free Chorches 
may become personal members of the Annual Council on payment of the 
annual subscription of 6s., in such numbers as shall be from year to year 
determined by the Committee. 



COMBIITTEE. 

IV.— (a) The Executive shall consist of fifteen ministers and fifteen laymen 
elected annually by the Council, together with the President, ez-President, past- 
Presidents, and as many Treasurers and Secretaries as the Council shall from 
year to year appoint. 

The Executive Committee thus constituted shall have power to co-opt 
additional members, not exceeding ten ministers and ten laymen. 

(6) The President of each Council shall be elected by the preceding Council 
on the nomination of the Chair acting on behalf of the Executive Committee, 
and shall enter upon his year of office at the first Session of the Council over 
which he presides. 

In case of the inability of the President to attend the Annual Council, the 
ex-President, or, in his absence, a past-President, elected by the Executive 
Committee, shall lead the opening devotional exercises, and immediately after, 
acting on behalf of the Executive Committee, shall nominate a President, who, 
on his election, shall forthwith assume the Chair and all its duties. 

Should any President die or be incapacitated during his year of office, his 
plaoe shall be taken by the ex-President, or, failing him, by any past-President 
selected by the Executive Committee. 

(c) The Treasurers and Secretaries shall be elected by the Annual Council on 
the nomination of the Executive Committee. 

All vacancies in the office of Treasurer or Secretary that may occur in the 
interval of the annual meetings of the Council shall be filled by the Executive 
Committee. 

(<f) The Executive Committee shall be elected by ballot from persons 
nominated by the Executive Committee of the preceding year, or by not less 
than three representative members of the Council. These nominations must 
be made on the opening day of the Annual Council. 

(«) In addition to the regular meetings of the Executive Conunittee, the 
Committee may be summoned at any time by the President, or on the 
requisition of ten of its members. 



CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS. 

v.— Any amendment of the Constitution must be made either on the motion 
of the Executive Committee or on the motion of a representative member of 
the National Council. Notice of any such constitutional 'amendment by a 
representative member must be given to the General Secretary at least one 
month before the opening day of the Annual Council. All proposed consti- 
tutional amendments must be presented in print to every member of the 
Annual Cpunoil on its opening day. 



XXV DATES OF GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETINGS, 

NOTICES OP MOTION. 

VI, — Suggested ccmstitotional amendments and all notices of motion mast 
be approved by the Exeontive Committee as suitable lor discussion before they 
can be presented to the Annual Council. 



ADDENDUM. 



At the Council of 1897, held in London, it was xesolyed^^" That the 
Treasurer's Statement be adopted, and that the resolution reported from the 
Committee as adopted by it on June 2Srd last, that ' the minimum annual 
contribution from each local Council to the funds of the National Council be 
10s., and that for each representative sent to the Annual Council there be a 
further contribution of 5s.,' is confirmed by the National Council." 



DATES OF GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 



1908— WEDNESDAY, Mabch 16th. 
1908— MONDAY, June Ist. 
1908— MONDAY, Septembeb 28th. 
1908— MONDAY, Novembeb 30th. 
1909— MONDAY, Fbbruaby 1st. 
1909— MONDAY, Maech 8th. 

N.B.-^The Committee ordinarily meets in the Board Boom, Memorial Hall, 
Farringdon Street, London, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon* 

The November Meetmg will be held in the provinces. 

The March Meeting will be held at the town in which the National Council 
meeta^ 
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Y7NWIN »R0TnSB8, XJHITEP. TSE 09EBEAlf PBBS8. WOKIHa ANP XiONPOH. 



ADVBRTISEMBNTS. 



THE LEYS SCHOOL, CAMBRIDGE. 



■van] 



PmMIo •ehooL 



jMlleal _ 

FouNixBD 1875. iMOOBPOiuLTigD (duurttftble Tmitoet Ineorporatloii Aol, 189S) 1878. 

Large Ohemioai, Phviical, and Biologieal Laboratories, Swimming Balh, & OhapeL 

Bntranoe Soholarahip Examination terminally. Fees 104 to 78 guineas per annum. 

Preparatory School at Hitohin reoognlfled by the Oovemors. 

OOVBRNOR8. 

The PRESIDBNT of thb WESLBTAN GOKFBBBNCE {Chairman), 
Sm GEORGE HAYTBB CHUBB, B abt., J J . {ViM-Chairmaa^ amd Trecuurer). 

J. H. 8. McABTHITB {Hon. See.). 

Bet. PmNOiPAii P. T. FOBSTTH, D.Dj Bv7. G. A. JOHNSTON BOSS, H. A. ; SiB 

H. H. FOWLEB, G.C.S.I., M.P.ISzb GEOBGE TBUSCOTT ; N. W. HBLME, HP. ; 

and some twenty others, mainly Old Lejrsians. 

MA5TBRS, INSTRUCTORS, AND OPPICBR8. 
Head Master: ReY. W. T. A. BARBBK, M.A. (Camb.), D.D. (Dablin), B.A. (Load.) 

H. BuBOBSS, B.A. (Oxf.). 



T. P. WAiiKXB, H.A.(Camb.)2B.A.(Lond.). 

J. C. IsABO, H.A. (Camb.), B.A. (Lond.). 
(O.L.), Senior Beeident Maeter and 
Bursar. fMat7iematie$. 

C. H. Fbench, H.A. (Camb.), 

G. OsBOBN, H.A. (Camb.), Phyeice and 
Mathematiea. 

F. H. liABSEiLiiE, Ph.D. (Marburg), 
French and Oerman. 

E. E. EsUiSTT, M.A. (Oxf.), B.A. (Lond.), 
English, 

G. B. gTbben, M.A. (Camb.), History.'. 

Vocal and Instrumental Music 



Bbownswobd, M.A. (Camb.), 
Chemistry <to. 

J. H. Hatbs, M.A. (Camb.), (O.L.), Cap- 
tain of Cadets. 

W. H. Baloabnib, ILA. (Camb. and 
Lond.), Greek and Latin. 

H. W. M. Tims, B A. (Camb.), M.D. 
(Edin.), Biology. 

J. E. Meixob, B.A. (Camb.), (O.L.). 

B. O. Dauohtbt, B.A. (Camb.) (Hns.Bao.) 

Bev. J. G. Bennett, B.A.) Camb.), (O.L.). 
A. H. Mann. Mns.D. (Oxf.). 



Violin : Haydn lNWAia>s, Prof. B.C.M. 

Drawing and Painting : A. Patnb Gabnett (O.L.). 

Shorthand and Writing: Chas. MoPhebson, F.Inc. 8.T. 

Ojfnmastios.and Swimming: Sergt.-Instructors Scott and Costblix). 

Woodrwork: W. N. Jacob. MetaX-work : J. A. Vuuletl. 

Medical Officer: A. O. Inoi<e, MA., M.D., B.C. (Camb.), M.B.C.S. 

Enquiries should be addressed to the Bursar. 



FOR TWENTY-TWO YEARS IN SUCCESSION 

THE NEW BUSINESS OF THE 

NORWICH UNION 

MUTUAL LIFE OFFICE 

Iras shown continuous increase, and in 1907 
amounted to over £4,500,000. 

THERE ARE GOOD REASONS FOR THIS RESULT! 

Absolute Security— Large Bonuses 

Liberal Conditions— Attractive Schemes. 

« There is no doubt about the strength of its position." 

The Times, 

Write for Centenary Prospectus to Dept XII. 

NORWICH UNION LIPB OPPlCBt NORWICH. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 



The surgical AID SOCIETY 

Chief Office — Salisbuby Square, Fleet Street, London, E.G. 
Telepho&e No. 12282 Central. 



Patrcm : HIS MAJESTY THE KINO. 
President : The Right Hon. the EARL OF ABERDEEN, P.O., O.G.M.O. 



THIS Society was efitablished in 1862 to supply Trusses, Elastic 
Stockings, Artificial Limbs. &o., and every other descripticm of 
Mechanical Support, to the poor, without limit as to locality or disease. 

Water- Beds and Invalid Chairs and Carriages are lent to 
the Afflicted. 

It provides against imposition by supplying the appliance on the Cer- 
tificate of a Surgeon only. By special grant it ensures that every 
deserving applicant shall receive prompt assistance. 

88,041 AppUances given in the year ending 30th Septemher, 1907. 

Annual Subscription of . . £0 10 6 ) Entitles to Two Becommendations 
Life Subscription of.. .. £5 5 0) per Annum. 

OONTRIBUTIOSiS ARE EARNESTLY SOLiOiTEO. 

Bankb'bs— Messrs. BARCLAY & CO., Ltd., Lombard Street. 

RICHARD G. TRE8IDDER, Sewetaffj. 



GIPSY 
SMITH 



says : •' I cannot under- 
stand how Methodists 
can live without the 
Methodist Recorder.'' 
Published every Thurs- 
day. Illustrated. Price 
One Penny, of any 
Newsagent or Bookstall, 
or from the Offices, 161, 
Fleet Street, London. 



ADVLRTISBMENTS. 



A 

Home 

and 

Education 


ORPHAN WORKING SCHOOL 

AMD 

ALEXANDRA ORPHANAGE 


FOUNOmO 1768. 

Haverttock Hill, London, N.W. 

PATBOIfS: 
N.M. THm Klny. N.M. QM««n AtoKanclra. 

President \ H.B.H. Thb Pbimcb of Walks, K.O. 

Treasurer : 

Sib Hobacb Bbooea BiABSBALL, If. A., LL.D., J.P. 


for 

500 

Fatherless 


FOR 180 TBAB8 (hU National Undenominational 

Ittttitntion has been 

8IIPP0ITED BY VOLOIITARY CONTRIBUTIONS. 

It U Mw orgMitiy Is BMd of fUidi. AgiftofTen 

Guineas constitntes a Life Governor. An Annual 

SubscripUon of One Guinea entitles to Two Votes at 

each Hall -Yearly Election. Information will be 

gladly given by the Secretary, to whom Contributions 

should be sent. 

Banlcer9—The London Joint Stock Bank, Princes 
Street, E.C* 

Offieea : 75, CHEAPSIDE, LONDON, E.G. 

ALEXANBRR OBAVT, Secretary. 


Children. 



Brltisl) ana foreian Bible Societp 



Pr<fndeH«— THE MARQUIS OF NOBTHAMPTON. 

Among the Yioe-Presidents are the Eabl of Aberdeen, Lord Peckotbb of 
Wisbech, the Revs. Dr. Monbo Gibbon, Dr. Oswald Dykes, Dr. Rioo, 
Dr. J. G. Rogers, Dr. A. M. Faibbairn, Dr. J. B. Paton, Dr. Alex. 
McLaren, Dr. Richabd Gloyeb, Dr. F<ni8TTH, Dr. Gbitfith John, 
Dr. Timothy Richard, Dr. B. F. Hobton, the Rev. F. B. Meyeb, the 
Rev. W. L. Watkinson, General Booth, the Rt. Hon. Sir Henby 
Hartley Fowleb, M.P., G.C.S.I., Sir Albieebt Spiceb, M.P., Sir 
GsoBOE H. Chubb, Sir Gbobge Smith, and Geobob Cadbury, Esq. 
8ecrtttarle«i Rev. J. H. Ritson, M.A., an«f Rev. A. Taylor, M.A. 

Why ETanfelioal Free Ohnpohmen ihonld Bupport the Society. 

1.— Because it is entirely Evangelical in its object and Catholic in its working. 
2.— Because it supplies versions of the Scriptures to the London Missionary Society 

in over fifty different languages. 
•S.— Because the Methodist Missionary Societies of Great Britain and her Colonies 

draw on it for over forty versions. 
^.—Because the various Presbjrterian Missions draw on it for sixty versions. 
'6.— Because it supplies the Baptist Biission stations on the Kongo, in China, in 

Jamaica, and other parts of the world. 
6.— Because it i^ves substantial help to all the Missionary and Zenana Societies 

working among women in the East. 
7.— Because it constantly makes Grants of Scriptures to needy Sunday Schools. 

Benevolent Institutions, Theological Colleges, Ac., Ac, in England and 

Wales. 

BIBLE HOUSE: 146, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON. 
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THE NATIONAL CHILDREN'S HOME 

AND ORPHANAGE. 




■■tabllBh«d 



CHIEF OFFICE : 

BONNER ROAD, LONDON, N.B. 

BRANCH ma: 
Lofldon, Laacashire, Birmiofhan, Parnboroa^h 
(Haois), Alverstoke (Haots), Isle off Mao, Chipping Norton, Chadlioftoa 
(Ozofl), Frodshan (Cheshire), Bramhope (Yorkshire), and Canada. 

Principal: Rev. ABTHUB E. GltEaORY, D.D. 

Aislstants : Rev. W. Herbert Spencer, Mr. Francis Horner. 

Secretary: Mr. Charles N. Barns. 

Xore than 7,000 Children have already been rescued lij the 
National Children's Home and Orphanage. Nearly 2,000 now in 
residence, and the number increases rapidly. 

Special Provision is made for OBZFFLES and A?FLZ0T£ZI little 
ones. Children of ALL CLASSES, ALL CBEESS, and NO CBEES are 
eligible. 

£16 will support a child for a year. 

SONOBS OF £50 are entitled to name a Cot. 

Remittances gratefully received by Bev. Abthub E. Gbegoby, D.D., N.O.H. & O., 
Bonner Boad, London, N.E. Cheques crossed *< London City and Midland " Bank. 



Books of the Inner Life. 

Edited by R. F. HORTON, MX, D.D. 

A Series of Uniform Volumes written or prepared by some of the 

leading Free Churchmen, and forming a complete Library of Devotion. 

Size, small crown 8vo (7^ x 4|). Handsome cloth, full gilt back 

and side, price 2a. 6d. net. 



L THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
W. L. Wslker. 

n. PRIVATE PRAYERS 
AND DEVOTIONS. 

J. E. Roberts, X.A., B.D. 

m. AARON'S BREAST- 
PLATE & OTHER 
ADDRESSES. 

J. Bendel Haxris, X.A., D.Litt. 



IV. THEMES FOR HOURS 
OF MEDITATION. 
W. L. WatldBSoai, D.D. 

In Preparation— 
Y. HABITS OF HOLI- 
NESS, 
r. B. Xeyw. B.A. 

VL VOLUME TO BE 
ANNOUNCED. 
B. r. HorlMi, X.A., D.D. 

YII. SONGS OF THE 
SOUL. 
T. H. Dsrlow, 1I.A. 



Other Volumes to be Announced. 



London : National Council of Evangelical Free Churches, 
Thomas Law, Memorial Hall, E.C. 
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Are You TVoubled with Your Throat P 

THEN USE 

EVANS' ^asssrr. 

PASTILLES. 

Prepared occordlot to a formula of the Liverpool Throat Hospital. 

Highly reoommended for Yooalists, Publio Speakers, 
and for Affections of tlie Throat. 

Immediate Belief in Conghs, Ck)ldB, Inflnenza, Asthma, Bronchitis, &c, 
A Preventive of Diphtheria and other Contagions Diseases of the Throat. 

GA, UTI ONI Beware of any PasiiUe9 which are irniitations of, or purport to 
%^»%%0 ■ m%^Tm • ^ ^^ ^^^ ^ Evana* Antieeptic Throat Paaiaiee. 



SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE AND COPIES OF TESTIMONIALS. 
Always ask for ** Evans' Pastilles." 

SOLE MANUFACTUBBBS AND VENDOBS— 

EVANS SONS LESCHER & WEBB LTD., 

lillTBRPOOL AND IiONDON. 

Sold by aU Chemists and Drnggists, at 1/- and 4/6 per Box. 



Imperial Protestant Federation 

DUDLEY HOUSE, 36.38, SOUTHAMPTON ST., STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 



EW openings for important and much -needed work are met 

with every day. This creates an urgent necessity for a great 
and Immediate Increase of funds, lest the Federation should he 
compelled to leave undone the things which otherwise it could easily 
accomplish in the interests of Protestantism throughout the British 
Empire. 



To thoM lntere«te«f in OPKN-AIR an«f other MISSION WORK. 

THE UNIVERSAL 

FOLDING ORGANS. 

Prices from fi< 17i. 6d. to £18 17s. 6d. 

Strongly Made. Sweet in Tone. Light to Carry. 
nVwttrated Catalogue (F.C.) Free on application lo^ 

M ABSHALL BROTHERS, Ltd., 10, Paternoster Row, E.G. 
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LITTLE BOOKS 
ON THE DEVOUT LIFE. 



Edited by F. B. MEYER, B.A. 



A Series of Uniform Volumes forming a complete Library of Devotion. 

Size, extra foolscap 8vo (7 x 4)), daintily bound in cloth boards, 

gilt back and side, price 1b. 6dl each. Post free. 

I. THE POSSIBILITIES OF OBSCURE 
LIVES. 

Alfbed Kowland, B.A., LL.B., D.D. 

II. LESSONS FROM THE CROSS. 

Chables Bbown. 

III. THE LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN. 

G. Campbell Mobgan, D.D. 

IV. AS A KING, READY TO THE BATTLE. 

W. J. TowNSBim, D.D. 

VI. THE SOUL'S WRESTLE WITH 
DOUBT. 

F. B. Meybb, B.A. 

VII. THE WHOLE ARMOUR OF GOD. 

G. S. Babbbtt, D.D. 

IX. THE DEVOTIONAL USE OF THE 
HOLY SCRIPTURES. 

J. MoNBo Gibbon, M.A., D.D. 

X. THE GUIDING HAND OF GOD. 

J. Bendel Habbib, M.A., D.Litt. 

XL THE OPEN SECRET: A MANUAL OF 
DEVOTION. (Price Is. net, 28. 6d. net, 
and 48. net. Postage extra.) 
B. F. HoBTON, M.A., D.D. 

XIL FROM NATURAL TO SPIRITUAL. 

J. B. Mbhabby, D.D. N 

Xm. A CHAIN OF GRACES. 

Geobge Hanson, M.A., D.D. 



London: National Council of Evangelical Free Churches 
Thomas Law, Memorial Hall, E.C. 
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At>VERttS£llENt8. 



TEHENHALL COLLEGE, STAFFORDSHIRE. 

FRBB C HURCH SCHOOIi FO R BOTS. 

nufcg^cigf R* Xd. JIOXSR9 BC*J1* 

{Bughy and Oorpu$ Ohritti OoU., Oxford), 



For Prospectus apply to the Secretary. 



SOUTHPORT MODERN SCHOOL 

An idomi Sohooi torn Boymm 

Fint-olass Bduoation. Languages, Soienoe, and Oommeroial Sabjeots. Healthy 

Iiooality. Splendid Bnildixufs. Oamet. Qymnastioe, Swimming, Cadet Comi»any, 

Miniature Bifle Bange. Foreign pupils are received. 

Htidmuiw : CATTN. J. C. UNDERWOOD, A.C.P., F.IKCS. iBegUtered Teacher). 



Eras of Nonconformity. 


Edited by G. SILYESTER HOBME, M.A. 


A Series of Yolviines embracing the complete history of the Free 

Ghurches of Britain. Size, extra foolscap 8yo (7 x 4|), 140 pp. with 

frontispiece, handsome cloth, gilt, price Is. od. each. 


I. OUR LOLLARD 
ANCESTORS. 
W. H. Sammers. 


Vn. FROM THE RESTO- 
RATION TO THE 
REVOLUTION. 


n. THE STORY OF THE 
ANABAPTISTS. 
X. 0. Pike, B.A. 

in. BAPTIST AND CON- 
QREQATIONAL 
PIONEERS. 

(Price la. 6d. net.) 
Stadtnta' Bdltloii, la. net. 


John Brown. B J>. 

Vin. SCOTLAND'S 

STRUGGLES FOR 
RELIGIOUS 
LIBERTY. 
W. Orinton Bony. ILA. 

X. MODERN DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN 


IV. NONCONFORMITY 
IN WALES. 
H. Elvet Lewis. 


METHODISM. 
WUllMn Bodf^ra. 
(Price la. 6d. net.) 


V. RISE OF THE 
QUAKERS. 
T. BdmiiBd HMrvey, M.A. 

VI. COMMONWEALTH 
ENGLAND. 


XL NONCONFORMITY 
IN THE XlXth 
CENTURY. 
0. SaToster Hone, 1I.A. 

XU. FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


John Brown, I>.D. 


0. Churio Xsrtln. X.A., B.B. 


London: National Council of Evangelical Free Churches, 1 
Thomas Law, Memorial Hall, E.C. 1 
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The 



''6ipsy Smitb" Publications. 



Gipsy 5mith's 

Favourite 

Solos. 



As Jesus 
Passed By. 



Gipsy Smith : 

HIS LIFE AND WORK. 
By Himself. 



The 

Gipsy Smith 

Birthday 

Book. 



A 

Mission 

of Peace. 



Edited and arranged by 
Mr. W. a JUPE. 

Medium 8vo. Prioes (Old Ko- 
tation), paper covers, Is. net. 
Limp cloth, boards, Is. 6d. net. 
Cloth gilt, bevelled boards, gilt 
edges, superior paper, 2s« 6d« n»t. 



Hints to New 
Converts. 



A series of the more popular 
Evangelistic Addresses. Small 
crown 8vo, 240 pages. Price 
28. 6d« net. 



850 pp., large crown 8vo, 16 
Art Guts. Art Gloth. Price 
2s« 6d. net. 



Gontaining a s^ection of the 
more famous epigrams. White 
cloth gilt. Is. 6d. net. Hand- 
some leather, 28. 6d. net. 



Being an account of the famous 
Evangelistic Tour in South Africa. 
200 pp., 20 Art Guts. Price 
2s. 6a. net. 



An Invaluable Booklet. 
One Penny. 



Price 



National Council of the Evaogellcal Free Churches. 
London : Thomas Lawt Memorial Hall* B«C« 
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A Devotional Cotnmentaty 
on St. Matthew. 

BY THE 

Rev. R. F. HORTON, M.A., D.D. 

Dr. Horton in ** The Open Secret '* suggested a method 

for the devotional use of the Holy Scriptures. In this 

volume the Gospel of St. Matthew has been treated 

according to the methods then recommended. It will 

be found to make the Gospel better available for the 

practice of devotion, and an aid to the Spiritual life. 

Sisse, Grown Svo, 7f in. by 5| in* 

Cloth boards, gold lettered, gilt top, BtL 6d. net. 

Post free, Ss. lOd. 



"DAY UNTO DAY." 



BY THE LATE 



Dr^ GEORGE MATHESON^ 
Containing a Prayer for Each Day in the Year. 

COMPHiBD BT 

Miss HATTY BAKER. 

The memory of Dr. George Matheson is a cherished 
possession to all sections of the Church. With his 
sanctified imagination and spiritual vision, he holds fore- 
most rank among writers of devotional books. A happy 
idea has occurred to Miss Hatty Baker to make a collection 
of his most beautiful prayers, assigning one to each day of 
the year. All lovers of Dr. Mathesoa's writings will be 
glad to possess this little volume. 

Size, 5 in. by 3 in. 
Cloth boards, gold lettered back and sides, coloured edges, 

l8. net. 

Maroon paste grain, round comers, red under gold edges, 

28. net. 

Post free, la. 2d. and 28. 2d. 



London : National Council of Evangelical Free Churches, 
Thomas Law, Memorial Hall, E.C. 
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Congredatlonal union of 
€ndiand ana males* 



In the Press. 



OUR SUNDAY SCHOOLS 

As they are and as they may become. 

Report ol the Committee for Work amongst the Youdk- 



Boofcs for Ministers and Students, 
Boofcs for Sunday 

School Teachers, 
School Rewards and Libraries, 



Books for P.S.A. Distribution, 
Church Requisites, 

Minute Boofcs, 
Free Will Offering Literature & Registers. 



individual Communion Outfits. 



SEND FOR USTS TO BOOK SALOON, 
MEMORIAL HALL. 

Farringion Street, 

London, E.C. HENRY THACKER, 

Manager. 
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GEO. M. HAMMER & CO., Ltd. 

370, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 



Manuf«ctori«s 





MANUFACTURERS OF 
EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 

SCHOOL, INSTITUTE, LIBRARY, 
SUNDAY SCHOOL, MISSION, ft 

Clmrch Furniture 

^. CHUROH Binches, Chairs, Choir Stalls, 

gl Pulpits, BostrumSt Communion Tables and 

pf Chairs, Hynvnal Boards, Notice Boards, 

HassockSt Fonts, Collecting Plates and 

Boxes, Memorial Tablets, Open^Air Pulpits, 

Vestry Fittings, dtc. Catalogue post free. 

ESTIMATES for'completely Furnishing. ^^^^^L A iMSTITUtE Desks, Cup- 
^ *- .f - 6. boards. Tables, Bookcases, Seats, Chairs, 

Catalogue Post Free (State Dept.). Blackboards, Folding Partitions, dtc. 

Comr«uirtion or Platrorm 
Furnitujpo, 



Louise ^ingl6 Dei 
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Dr. >L ColHs Rrownels 
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no other medic 



To avoid C 



Dr. J. COL^ 



THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
RBFBRBNGB DBPARTMBNT 



This book is and«r no oiroain8t«no«i to hm 
Uk«ii from the Bnadintf 






Thl QRIfilNAL and OILY BEROIIE. 

Gonvlnclii^ Medical Testimony with each bottle, 

nirhich must bear the namie of the Inventor, 

Dp. J. Collis BFOwne. 



Of all Chemists, ///J, 219, and 416. 
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LONDON. LONDON. 

WILD'S 



TEMPERANCE HOTELS 

30 to 40, Ludgate Hill, E.G. 



Electric Lift. 

Central for 
Charing Cross, 
Cannon Street 

and 
Holborn Viaduct 

Stations for 
the Continent. 



Telearrama: Wiid'a Hotel, London. 
Telephone 4695 Holborn. 




70 and 71, Euston Square, 



Handy for 

Early and 

Late Trains. 

Nlylit Porter. 




Close to 

Euston, 

Midland, 

and 

Breat Northern 

Stations. 



Home ComfOPts, Cleanliness and Quiet. 
Botii Hotei8.Cent|»3.| for Business op Pleasure. 
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